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MATTERS UNDER RULE 377 

(1) SHRI KAUSHAL KISHORE laid a statement regarding 

regularisation of services of 'Shiksha Mitra' in Uttar Pradesh.  

(2) SHRIMATI SANDHYA RAY laid a statement regarding 

development of facilities and beautification of 'Pitambara Devi' 

temple in Datiya, Madhya Pradesh.  

(3) SHRI PRADEEP KUMAR CHAUDHARY laid a statement 

regarding need to run long distance trains on Delhi-Shamli-

Saharanpur railway route.  

(4) SHRI JAGDAMBIKA PAL laid a statement regarding grievances of 

Accredited Social Health Activists in Uttar Pradesh.  
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(5) SHRI TIRATH SINGH RAWAT laid a statement regarding 

remedial measures for protection of crops damaged by wild animals in 

Uttarakhand.  

(6) SHRI KAPIL MORESHWAR PATIL laid a statement regarding 

widening of Rail under Bridge No. 98/2 in Bhiwandi parliamentary 

constituency, Maharashtra.  

(7) SHRI GOPAL SHETTY laid a statement regarding need to provide 

civic amenities in slum areas in Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

(8) SHRI SURESH PUJARI laid a statement regarding abnormal rise in 

cancer cases in Bargarh Parliamentary Constituency of Odisha.  

(9) SHRI RAJENDRA AGRAWAL laid a statement regarding need to 

facilitate availability of Kashmir Willow wood to Sports Industry of 

Meerut, Uttar Pradesh.  

(10) SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA BAHERIA laid a statement 

regarding damages caused by  mining activities in Bhilwara district of 

Rajasthan.  

(11) SHRI PASHUPATI NATH SINGH laid a statement regarding 

villages situated on vacant land of Bokaro Steel Plant, Jharkhand.  



(12) SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH SOLANKY laid a statement regarding 

need to provide irrigation facility in Dewas Parliamentary 

Constituency, Madhya Pradesh.  

(13) SHRI AJAY MISRA TENI laid a statement regarding need to ensure 

timely issuance of NoC to development projects in the country.  

(14) SHRI MANOJ KOTAK laid a statement regarding need to frame 

rules and regulations for Pre-Primary Schools in the country.  

(15) SHRI GUHARAM AJGALLEY  laid a statement regarding need to 

augment rail facilities in Janjgir-Champa Parliamentary Constituency, 

Chhatisgarh.  

(16) SHRI PANKAJ CHAUDHARY laid a statement regarding need to 

develop Sohgibarwa wildlife reserve in Maharajgaj Parliamentary 

Constituency, Uttar Pradesh as a wildlife safari.  

(17) DR. HEENA VIJAYKUMAR GAVIT laid a statement regarding 

need to introduce irrigation projects/schemes in Nandurbar 

Parliamentary Constituency under ISBIG  Scheme.  

(18) SHRI T. N. PRATHAPAN laid a statement regarding concern over 

increase in customs duty of Newsprints.  

(19) SHRI H.  VASANTHAKUMAR laid a statement regarding supply 

of water from Nayyar river to Tamil Nadu.  



(20) SHRI HIBI EDEN laid a statement regarding upgradation of Cochin 

University of Science & Technology.  

(21) SHRI A. GANESHAMURTHI laid a statement regarding need to 

give crop insurance claim to all farmers.  

(22) SHRI BELLANA CHANDRA SEKHAR laid a statement regarding 

Greenfield Airport in Vizianagaram district of Andhra Pradesh.  

(23) PROF. SOUGATA RAY laid a statement regarding tackling 

unemployment problem in the country.  

(24) SHRI VINAYAK BHAURAO RAUT laid a statement regarding 

steps to prevent LED light-fishing in the Konkan region of 

Maharashtra.  

(25) SHRI GIRIDHARI YADAV laid a statement regarding need to set 

up a blood bank in Banka district of Bihar.  

(26) SHRI CHANDRA SEKHAR SAHU laid a statement regarding 

desilting of irrigation projects in Odisha.  

(27) SHRI JAYADEV GALLA laid a statement regarding plight of tenant 

farmers in the country.  

(28) SHRI K. SUBBARAYAN laid a statement regarding setting up of 

Kendriya Vidyalayas in Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu.  



(29) SHRI P. RAVEENDRANATH  KUMAR  laid a statement 

regarding setting up of Kendriya Vidyalaya School in Theni Lok 

Sabha Constituency, Tamil Nadu. 

(30) SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN laid a statement regarding 

utilization of HPCL property.  

    ______  
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The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways- Contd. 

 
*
SHRI S. C. UDASI: 

 *SHRIMATI GITABEN VAJESINGBHAI RATHVA: 

 *SHRI RATANSINH MAGANSINH RATHOD: 

 *SHRI HEMANT TUKARAM GODSE: 

 *DR. HEENA VIJAYKUMAR GAVIT: 

 *DR. SUBHASH RAMRAO BHAMRE: 

                                           
*
 Please see supplement. 



 *SHRI SANJAY SETH: 

 *SHRIMATI SHARDA  A. PATEL: 

 *SHRI JANARDAN SINGH SIGRIWAL: 

 *SHRI VISHNU DAYAL RAM: 

 *DR.BHARATIBEN DHIRUBHAI SHYAL: 

 *SHRI SUNIL KUMAR SINGH: 

 *SHRI AJAY BHATT: 

 *SHRI SUNIL BABURAO MENDHE: 

 *SHRI AJAY TAMTA: 

 
*
SHRI MITESH RAMESHBHAI PATEL (BAKABHAI):  

 *SHRI RAKESH SINGH: 

 THE MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS AND 

MINISTER OF MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES (SHRI 

NITIN JAIRAM GADKARI) replying said: Our Government has accorded 

priority to infrastructural development during the last 5 years. My department has 

awarded works amounting to approximately Rs. 17 lakh crore during the last five 
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years of which Rs. 11 lakh crore is in road sector. During that period, the 

contribution of my department to the GDP has been 2.75 to 3 per cent. The 

ambitious program of Bharatmala Pariyojana will see the development of roads of 

more than 65,000 kms on which my Ministry has already begun work. Now, we 

are also thinking to go into the capital market and take the money from the 

common people for financing this project. We are constructing 22 green express 

highways. Mumbai-Delhi Highway is one of them. This highway will pass through 

the backward and tribal areas. We are undertaking a pilot project in which trucks 

will be operated on electricity, initially for 10 kms. . On successful trial, the trucks 

will run at the speed of 100 kms. per hour and the cost of transportation will be 

very less. If the State Governments make land available after acquisition, we can 

issue work orders after tendering for road construction. These projects are financed 

on BOT basis  entailing inevitability of toll. Besides this, we have adopted Hybrid 

Annuity Model (HAM). Projects worth Rs. 2 lakh crore have been sanctioned 

under HAM. We have adopted an innovative method of mobilising funds. We are 

monetizing assets too. If toll is charged on the roads, roads will have to be 

maintained in good condition. Now, Fast Tags will be made compulsory for all 

vehicles as a result of which the vehicles will not have to wait at toll plazas. Road 

safety is also a major concern. I have warned the officers in my department that 

our roads and road engineering are responsible for the deaths on roads. We are 



improving the 'Black Spots' on the roads. I am pained to accept that though my 

department has been successful on every front, yet, sadly, we have not achieved 

the desired target in reducing the number of road accidents. There is a shortage of 

25 lakh drivers in the country. I have formulated a scheme of Driving Training 

Centres. I want to tell all the hon. Members that I am ready to give you all one 

Driving Training Centre in each constituency especially in tribal and backward 

areas. People are in possession of 3 to 4 licences. They neither visit the RTO 

office, nor do they take tests yet their licences are issued. This way, unskilled 

persons manage to obtain driving licence. We must enforce the rules and laws for 

the safety of the people. The new Bill provides that in case of road accidents, the 

kin of the victim will get a compensation of  Rs. 5 lakh within 3 months. If 

someone wants higher compensation, he can move to the court. Additionally,  

provision has been made for cashless treatment within the Golden Hour. National 

Highways have been constructed complying with the IRC standards. Today, the 

ADB has accorded in-principle approval to the projects worth Rs. 7000 crore. In 

the next few days, World Bank clearance is also likely. Encroachment along the 

roads is also a threat to road safety. Our Government has enforced BS-4 norms for 

vehicles and BS-6 norms will be enforced with effect from 01 April, 2020. This is 

helping us reduce pollution. There are 400 buses of Nagpur Municipal Corporation 

which are being converted to run on Methane extracted from sewage. Now, non-



polluting vehicles are being promoted. Air conditioned electric bus costs Rs. 50 per 

kilometer. If we reduce the fare by 25 per cent, we can enable the poor to travel by 

air conditioned buses. We want to adopt London Transport Model for the entire 

country. India is set to become number one automobile manufacturer in the world. 

Besides, we will be a major hub of electric automobile manufacturing.  As far as 

fuel and vehicles are concerned, it is my duty as minister of transport to ensure that 

imports are less, pollution is also less, safety is taken care of, comfort level is good, 

it is cost effective and job opportunities for youth are also created and that is what 

we have done.  As many as 62 hon. Members have put across their projects here in 

the House.  I am not speaking in detail about all projects as it will consume a lot of 

time.  However, I have directed my Secretary to prepare a list of all the projects of 

all Members and resolve their problem within a 15 days time period and then 

report back to me.  In fact, I dream of a Session of Parliament when no Member 

will approach me with any problem.  The issue relating to CRF has also been 

raised.  A provision has been made in this year's budget that the entire fund under 

the CRF will be given to the State Governments.  However, I cent per cent agree 

with the sentiments of hon. Members on this issue.  I have spoken to the hon. 

Minister of Finance and the hon. Speaker in this regard.  I will request them that 

the Member must have his/her say for allocation under this fund as most of their 

works are carried out on the basis of allocation under this fund.  Now, we have 



changed the model for construction of roadside amenities.  Earlier, we used to 

earmark seven acres of land but now we have set aside 10 acres of land on both 

sides of the road and a glass building will be constructed in the middle of the road 

with a 30-40 thousand sq. ft. area.  Plot of land will also be earmarked for 

restaurant, landscaping, garden, parking, helipad, handloom and handicraft shops 

in this area.  Such buildings will be constructed in every district.  Tenders will be 

issued and it will also create job opportunities.  There is no dearth of funds.  Funds 

are available for all the development works we intend to carry out.  I would request 

you all that you may keep record of what I say here today and if any of the 

development work I talk about here today, is not completed within time schedule,  

then you can move a motion against me.  I, therefore, state with all the authority at 

my command that I will fulfil all the promises I make here on the floor of this 

august House.    Our country had 96,000 kms. of national highway, now we have 

one lakh thirty seven thousand kms. of national highway.   Knowledge and 

technology is very important but conversion of technology into wealth is the future 

of the country.   We intend to carry out development works in the country keeping 

in mind the welfare of village, poor, labourer and farmer while using the best 

available technology.  As far as lithium battery is concerned, ISRO has also 

undertaken some research and has come out with some models.  ARAI has done 

testing in this regard and further research is going on.  The cost of the lithium 



battery is on higher side for its use in the buses.  The weight of the lithium battery 

is also very high.  The Government is formulating a policy to encourage the Indian 

manufactures for manufacturing of lithium batteries in India.  A lot of research is 

going on in this field and I am quite hopeful that our scientists will surely come out 

with some alternatives to lithium in next one or one and a half year and the cost of 

this battery will come down.  One hon. Member talked about investment.  Mode of 

investment varies from project to project.  Bharatmala project is worth Rs. 8.5 lakh 

crore.  Out of it, 40 per cent is hybrid project, 60 per cent funds will be made 

available by banks.  If some project is under BOT, then 100 per cent investment 

will be made by them.  If some project is carried out under EPC, the Government 

will raise the funds and make the funds available to them.  Overall methodology is 

clear in this regard.  We have also prepared a new model for banks in this regard.  I 

would, therefore, request all the hon. Members to pass the Demands for Grants of 

my Department.   

All the cut motions moved were withdrawn. 

All the Demands for Grants were voted in full. 

 

  



UNION BUDGET -2019-2020 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS-2019-2020 

Ministry of Rural Development and Ministry of Agriculture and  

Farmers Welfare 

SHRI UTTAM KUMAR REDDY initiating said: The Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare was expected to spend Rs.75,753 crore in 2018-

19 as per the Revised Estimates.  However, the provisional accounts maintained by 

the CGA suggests that the Ministry’s expenditure in 2018-19 was Rs.53,000 crore 

which is Rs.22,000 crore  less than the Revised Estimates. I would like the 

Government to let us know as to how a 29 per cent shortfall could have taken place 

in the Ministry of Agriculture.  The present Government’s low priority to 

agriculture, inadequate support price, inefficient procurement systems and flawed 

crop insurance mechanism have resulted in the Indian farming community being 

pushed into an existential crisis.  This Government, instead of addressing the issue 

of farmers’ suicides, prevented NCRB from giving data on farmers’ suicides after 

2016.  Besides, I would urge the Government to bring in a law so that tenant 

farmers can be eligible for bank and institutional finance.  In September, 2018, the 

Government announced PM-AASHA scheme, whose purpose is to ensure that 

everyone of 14.50 crore farmers in India is able to get the benefit of MSP.  But the 

allocation for PM-AASHA in this Budget is only Rs.1500 crore. With Rs.1500 



crore, does the Government expect to make sure that the benefit of MSPs reach 

14.50 crore farmers in this country?   I wish to bring into the notice of the 

Government that in the State of Telangana, thousands of cotton, chilly and 

turmeric farmers have committed suicides in the last so many years.  There is a 

long-pending demand for setting up a Turmeric Board in Nizamabad area, a 

concentrated area for growing turmeric.  I wish to remind the Government that the 

assurance of the Government must be kept up and the Turmeric Board must be set 

up in Nizamabad.  I also wish to suggest that the Government could use NREGA 

labour in agricultural works like for sowing, etc., it would bring down the cost of 

farmers.  So far as the calculation of MSP is concerned, they are not taking the 

‘C2’ costs into account, they are taking the cost of inputs as ‘A2’ and cost of farm 

labour as ‘FL’ and only giving ‘A2’+’FL’.  So, they should include ‘C2’ cost also. 

At last, I wish to appeal to the Government that items like fertilizers, pesticides, 

tractors and other agricultural machineries used for agriculture must be on the 

lowest slab of GST.  

 DR. RAMAPATI RAM TRIPATHI:  I rise to speak in support of the 

Demands for Grants Number 1, 2, 3, 9, 30 and 84 enumerated in the Budget 

relating to Ministry of Rural Development and Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare.  The farmers used to produce foodgrains but they were not able 

to get the benefits of their produce for want of the resources.  Today, the 



Government has addressed the problem of the shortage of the resources.  

Moreover, our Government has made efforts to enhance the income of the farmers.  

The procurement centres have been determined for the procurement of their 

produce. Today, I can say that the way the Prime Minister, the Finance Minister 

and the Minister of Rural Development have brought the Budget will certainly go a 

long way in making the farmers prosperous and self-reliant.  It is the stewardship, 

farsightedness and the intention of the Prime Minister which will establish our 

country as ‘Shrestha Bharat’ and make us successful in doubling the income of 

farmers by the year 2022.  The Government has also made an announcement that 

each farmer will be provided an amount of Rs.6000 under the Pradhan Mantri 

Samman Nidhi Yojana. Similarly, through Pradhan Mantri Kisan Nidhi Yojana, 

farmers would be able to meet the expenses of their domestic needs and with the 

help of this scheme they can also be saved from the clutches of moneylenders.  

Also, pension benefits to the elderly farmers have been ensured by the Government 

through Pradhan Mantri Kisan Pension Yojana.  The Government has also 

launched a very ambitious scheme namely Soil Health and Fertility Scheme for 

farmers which has proved very beneficial for the farmers.  Government has also 

launched a new scheme namely Zero Budget Natural Farming and farmers can 

double their yield by adopting this form of farming.  Similarly, steps are being 

taken to set up a common E-mandi platform across the country.  Apart from that, 



Government has increased the Minimum Support Price with regard to 22 crops.  

Today, urea is easily available to the farmers on time at an affordable price.  

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana 

have proved very beneficial for the farmers at grass root level.  The Government 

has also given more emphasis to agriculture research and agriculture education.  

This Government is committed to increase the income of farmers.  So, Government 

has made endeavours for infrastructure development in the agriculture sector.  

Similarly, a separate new department called Department of Fisheries has been 

constituted by the Government to promote fisheries.  In this Budget, all the 

schemes have been formulated with a great focus on the development of villages.  

So, Budgetary allocation for MNREGA has also been increased.  For Pradhan 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, Rs.19,000 crore have been allocated in this Budget.  

Under the second phase of Gramin Awas Yojana, approximately 1.95 crore new 

houses are likely to be built.  Now, I would like to mention about some of the 

problems of my area.  I represent Deoria Parliamentary Constituency which is an 

agriculture-based area.  Unfortunately, there is no institute for agriculture-related 

research, education and technical know-how in this area.  So, I would like to urge 

upon the Government that Baba Raghavdas Post-graduate College should be 

accorded the status of University to promote agricultural development.  Secondly, I 

would also like to say that there was a sudden heavy downpour in our Eastern 



district due to which farms were inundated and crops were damaged.  So, I would 

like to request that this type of loss should also be covered in the insurance 

scheme.  I have a firm belief that India will gain a new height in the field of 

agriculture, animal husbandry and rural development through these efforts. 

*
SHRI S.S.  PALANIMANICKAM: 

 SHRIMATI PRATIMA MONDAL: India lives in its villages because 

rural India comprises of 67 per cent of the total Indian population.  This majority 

population lags far behind the urban standard in all terms.  Farmers' income 

witnessed a record 14-year low in October to December 2018.  Agriculture sector 

could have found its benefit in this Budget but it has failed to do so.  Allocation for 

the Ministry of Rural Development has fallen from 4.7 per cent in 2018-19 to 4.4 

per cent in 2019-20 in terms of its share in the total Budget.  Pradhan Mantri 

Ujjwala Yojana Scheme is not as bright as depicted because the Government added 

existing BPL subscriber number of almost 1.7 crore people just to create a hype.  

Also, 13 per cent or 3.25 crore LPG consumers are inactive.  Under Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana, no block or district level reporting on the Scheme exists.  

Only State level data is available.  Till December 2018, only 8 per cent of the 

target was achieved.  'Housing for All by 2022' is an absolute political gimmick.  It 

is a great initiative that Jal Shakti Mantralaya has been constituted.  In agriculture, 
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we were expecting structural changes which amounted to be nil in this Budget.  

PDS system does not undertake procurement operation for 24 crops for which the 

Minimum Support Price is announced.  Loan waiving and economic support is not 

the key to resolve the problems of this sector.  Had it been so, we would have 

witnessed a decrease in suicides of farmers.  Without any reform in fertilizer 

subsidy scheme, it is unrealistic to expect the farmers to switch to organic farming.  

 SHRI POCHA BRAHMANANDA REDDY: Being a first time Member, 

this is my maiden speech in the House. Rural India is suffering from chronic 

economic distress, high rate of unemployment and farmers' suicide continue to rise.  

The Government has introduced the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana and 

has proposed to allocate Rs. 50,000 crore.  However, in the last five years, actual 

allocation made was only Rs. 9,050 crore.  If really farmers' income is doubled, 

their children will not have to look for jobs outside and thus migration will be 

reduced.  I hail from Rayalaseema, which is a drought prone and rain shadow area 

with insufficient water resources due to which people are migrating to other States.  

I would request the Government to allocate PMKSY funds to modernize canals 

and construct Siddeswaram weir and a reservoir at Gundrevula in Kurnool district 

on Tungabhadra River to provide water facility so that the distressed migration and 

water crisis can be reduced.  I request the Central Government to locate the office 

of Krishna River Management Board in Kurnool.  My constituency, Nandyal, is 



one of the biggest seed production centres in India.  Rayalaseema is blessed with 

all diverse kinds of soils and crops and with the help of Centre, we can do wonders 

in seed production.  Nearly 1000 acres of land is available in my constituency.  We 

want an agriculture college and a research centre there.  Government should 

consider commissioning agriculture specific satellite.  

 
*
SHRI DEVENDRA SINGH 'BHOLE': 

 *SHRIMATI DARSHANA VIKRAM JARDOSH: 

 *SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR: 

 *SHRI BHAGIRATH CHAUDHARY: 

 *SHRIMATI RANJANBEN BHATT: 

 *SHRI K. SUBBARAYAN: 

 *SHRI S. GNANATHIRAVIAM: 

 SHRI PRATAPRAO JADHAV: Good schemes have been formulated for 

the farmers, but the constraints which the farmers face in getting the benefit 

thereof, need to be reviewed.  Crop loans should be provided to the farmers before 

the sowing season so that they could sow their crops with the seeds and fertilizers 

of their choice.  Only 12-13 per cent farmers have been able to get crop loans in 
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my Parliamentary Constituency of Buldhana.  In order to double the income of 

farmers by the year 2022, the Government must support the farmers.  During the 

last 2-4 years, Marathwada and Vidharba areas have witnessed severe droughts.  In 

such a condition, the crop loans of farmers must be reconstituted.  Till date, such 

loan reconstitutions have benefited only 3-4 per cent farmers.  If the farmers are 

provided with water for irrigation, quality seeds for sowing and remunerative 

prices for their crops - these three things, the Government will not need to give any 

aid or package for the farmers.  I would urge upon the Minister of Agriculture to 

link the MNREGA Scheme directly with agriculture and farmers.  The crop 

insurance scheme for farmers is very good, however, this scheme needs to be 

reviewed.  This scheme is benefiting the insurance companies more instead of the 

farmers.  The risk level for crops of farmers must be covered up to 90 per cent 

instead of 70 per cent.  If 'Ayushmaan Bharat' card is provided to the farmers also, 

a number of suicides could be prevented.  If the inter-linking project of rivers is 

fulfilled through the Jalshakti Ministry, it will give benefit to the farmers.  In my 

constituency, under survey for inter-linking of rivers project, survey work from 

Bainganga to Nalganga is in progress.  It is my request that this may be extended 

up to Painganga as it will benefit the 7 districts of Marathwada and Vidarbh and 

could bring out all these 7 districts from the scourge of drought.  If instalments are 

deducted from the Kishan Samman Yojana for the Kishan Pension Yojana, it will 



give benefit to the farmers in the longer run.  Soil health cards may be issued in 

local languages so that the farmers could understand them.  
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              SNEHLATA SHRIVASTAVA 

                Secretary General 
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