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RAJYA SABHA 

_______ 
SYNOPSIS OF DEBATE 

_______ 

(Proceedings other than Questions and Answers) 

_______ 

Tuesday, July 30, 2019 / Shravana 08, 1941 (Saka) 

_______ 

MATTERS RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
CHAIR 

1. Need for Tamil to Be Made An Optional Language for 
Students Belonging to Tamil Nadu Studying in Other 

States 

 SHRI S. MUTHUKARUPPAN: Tamil is one of the most 
ancient languages of the world and it is one of the longest surviving 
classical languages in the world too. It is a language which dates back 
to Third Century BC and even before. Tamil is an official language of 
Sri Lanka and Singapore, other than India. Tamil is also used as one 
of the languages of education in Malaysia. Tamil is spoken by 
significant minorities in the states like Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana and the Union Territory of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands etc. However, the students belonging to Tamil Nadu 
and studying in other States and Union Territories are unable to learn 
Tamil as it is not an optional language there. The Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu has demanded to include Tamil as an optional language 
for study in other States, so that when students go back to their 
hometown in Tamil Nadu, they will not find any problem in 
continuing with their education. Therefore, I urge upon 

___________________________________________________ 
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the Government to include Tamil as an optional language for study in 
other States. 

2. Need for Regular Dredging of Rivers to 
Check Recurrent Floods  

 SHRI SHIV PRATAP SHUKLA: Rivers of Northern India 
often are fiercely flooded during monsoon season and cause havoc in 
thousands of villages every year. These rivers are becoming shallow 
day by day because of soil erosion in the flow of rivers and their depth 
is decreasing.  The silt is accumulating in the rivers and due to this 
reason the rivers dry in the summer season. All the rivers are 
gradually disappearing from the map. Because of this, a grave crisis of 
water is surfacing. The work of dredging should be done regularly in 
these rivers so that rivers can become deep. This will prevent flooding 
and promote water conservation and irrigation. In addition they can be 
used as means of transport also. A programme for linking all the rivers 
of this country should be launched so that water can be supplied 
everywhere and irrigation can be facilitated and the situation of floods 
can be avoided.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)   

3. Establishment of Neutrino Observatory in Theni District, 
Tamil Nadu 

 SHRI VAIKO:     The India-based Neutrino Observatory 
Project is proposed to be constructed in Pottippuram Village, 
Ambarappar Stone Hill in Theni District of Tamil Nadu. This 
observatory will be set up by excavating a tunnel from the top of the 
hill in the Western Ghats blasting 20 lakh tones of stone by using 
explosive dynamites. The said project would cause grave 
environmental degradation in the Western Ghats. The UNESCO 
declared the Western Ghats as the world heritage site. The 
Kasturirangan Committee had clearly stated that no damage should be 
done in any part of the Western Ghats. The proposed excavation 
would cause demolition of  the biggest Idukki dam and Mullaiperiyar 
Dam.  The world scientific community has already warned about the 
human-induced earthquakes. The Project will be linked with Fermi 
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Laboratory in the United States of America. To our terrible shock, the 
project is envisaged to dump nuclear waste. When I pointed out this in 
the court, the Central Government stated that it was a clerical mistake. 
I filed a writ petition before the Madurai Bench of the Madras High 
Court and got it stayed on 22nd March, 2015. One NGO has also got a 
stay from the National Green Tribunal against this project.  It will 
make Tamil Nadu as vulnerable as Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  
Therefore, I would urge upon the Union Government to abandon the 
proposed project. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

4. Protection of the Communication Tradition of Kongthong 
Singing Village of Meghalaya 

 SHRI RAKESH SINHA: I want to make a reference to 
a village of Meghalaya whose heritage can be a subject of aesthetics 
for the whole world and it can be included in the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. For communication at Kongthong village of Meghalaya, 
every mother composes a tune after the birth of a child that remains 
 with the child  life long. By using this tune, people call each other. 
This kind of tune also exists at Kuskoy village in North Turkey and 
this village has been included in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. But now this tune is gradually disappearing due to modern 
technology. For this reason, this village and its culture  is in danger. I 
appeal to the Government of India to get the heritage of this tune of 
Kongthong village included in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage so as to protect it. A cultural library should also be 
established for this purpose. Apart from this, all the tunes should be 
recorded and maintained. 

 (The Minister of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers welfare (Shri Parshottam Rupala) and Several hon’ble 
Members associated.) 
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5. Deduction in the Wages of I.S.R.O. Scientists 

 SHRI MOTILAL VORA: On the success of Chandrayaan-2, 
while the entire nation is congratulating ISRO scientists, the 
Government has stunned them by deducting their salaries. In the year 
1996, the President granted two additional increments for ISRO 
scientists in order to encourage them. The Department of Space had 
implemented the grant of additional increments following the order of 
the Supreme Court in 1996. The Sixth Pay Commission also 
recommended to continue this increment. 16,000 scientists will be 
affected by the decision of the Central Government to deduct their 
salary. The SEA organization of ISRO scientists has sought help from 
ISRO Chief in withdrawal of the order of the Central Government to 
deduct salary through a letter written to him.  I request 
the Government to reconsider its decision and withdraw the order of 
deduction of salary of scientists. 

6. Huge Damage Caused by Floods by the  Different Rivers 
in  Punjab, Haryana and Parts of Rajasthan 

 SARDAR SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA:  When it rains, 
the water of the rivers increases and causes huge loss. Ghaggar river 
flows through Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan. A project was launched 
for this river, for which NABARD had given 137 crore rupees. In this 
regard, a committee of Central Water Commission had granted 
approval to complete the work in two phases. The first phase has 
completed. The then Chief Minister of Punjab had laid the foundation 
stone of the project in 2008 and in the year 2009, the 22-kilometer 
project was completed. But its second phase has not started till today, 
nor has it been sanctioned. Due to this unfinished project the flooding 
in the villages started. As a result, Punjab suffered huge loss. 
Thousands of acres of land was destroyed following a damage in the 
dam, the villages were flooded and this water also flooded a town. The 
administration did not provide any aid and on being asked by the 
press, the administration stated that there is no money earmarked for 
this work. I have a suggestion to make that the Central Government 
should send its team there and both the governments should pay 
compensation to the affected people immediately. 
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7. Drinking and Irrigation Water Crisis in Many Districts of 
U.P. 

 PROF. RAM GOPAL YADAV: Although there are many 
rivers in Etawah, Auraiya, Mainpuri, Ferozabad, Eta districts, yet even 
after plenty of rainwater in the rainy season, the villages, animals and 
people on the banks of the river crave for water, because the water 
level has gone down and the revival of ponds was not done even after 
the order of the Supreme Court. Consequently,  breeds of Bhadawari 
buffalo and Jamunaapari goat found in the lush ravines of Etawah are 
on the verge of extinction. In this regard, the Supreme Court 
has delivered a verdict.The Court said that the common village land 
has been grabbed by unscrupulous persons. In drought condition water 
is required. Hence ponds and tanks were built for rain water 
harvesting. Over the last few decades, however, most of these ponds 
in the country have been filled with earth and built upon by greedy 
people. This has contributed to the water shortages in the country. The 
Court ordered the State Governments to prepare schemes for eviction 
of unauthorized occupants of Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat etc.  But 
till today this decision has not been executed nor any pond has been 
revived. As long as we do not go for  rain water harvesting, the water 
shortage will continue to increase and there will be serious crisis 
confronting the country. 

 (Shri Tiruchi Siva, Shri T.K. Rangarajan, Shri Vishambhar 
Prasad Nishad and Shri Harnath Singh Yadav associated.) 

8. Need to Link Aadhaar with Voters' List 

 SHRI P.L. PUNIA: All citizens have the right to vote. Voter 
list is like our Magna Carta, hence very important for us, which is 
finalized in many phases. There are many such instances when booth 
level officer (BLO) distributed slips at the doorsteps of the people, but 
when they go to vote with their identification cards, their names are 
found to be deleted from the list. They go back home. It violates their 
rights.  I suggest that there should be a permanent list. Names should 
remain registered in the permanent list unless a person dies or shifts to 
another area. After being shifted to the new place, the name should be 
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added to the second place after the name is removed from the first 
place . There should be a permanent list for the Nagar Panchayat, 
Gram Panchayat, Vidhan Sabha and Parliament elections. 

    (Several hon’ble Members associated.)    

9. Need to check Illegal Trade and Trafficking of Livestock 

 SHRI MAHESH PODDAR:  Trafficking of  bovine cattle, in 
particular, has become a big problem in our country. 
Livestock trafficking is mostly done for slaughtering, meat and leather 
business. Such incidents hurt the feelings of a large section of the 
country, which many times causes untoward incidents. To prevent 
such incidents,  there is a need for taking  legal and administrative  
measures and it is necessary to strictly enforce them by enacting strict 
laws. On July 12, 2016, the Supreme Court had directed the Ministry 
of Environment to formulate a detailed plan to tackle the problem of 
livestock trafficking into Bangladesh. Many times the meat is 
also carried around, and due to difficulty in its 
identification,  untoward situation arises and people take the law into 
their  hands. I suggest that there should be a system of permit  for 
carrying cattle from one State to another, especially in the border 
States. In addition, there is a need to bring about changes in the 
 existing law. 

 (Shri Harnath Singh Yadav, Dr. Anil Jain, Shri Samir Oraon, 
Shrimati Roopa Ganguly and  Shrimati Sampatiya Uikey associated) 

10. Protection of Small, Marginal and Tenant Farmers in 
Odisha 

 SHRI AMAR PATNAIK :  More than 90 per cent of the, 
approximately, 38 lakh farmers are small and marginal.   To remain 
profitable most of them supplement their land with another five to six 
acres from other land owners, for which they don't have valid 
documentation. This inhibits their access to formal credit institutions 
and leads to their dependence on informal channels of credit which, in 
large measure, is responsible for the agrarian distress in the States. 
Banks require proof of land ownership. Similarly, landless farmers 
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and share croppers are not eligible for availing these loans. In line 
with the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for micro and small enterprises, 
I propose a Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for agriculture which would 
provide for 50 per cent credit guarantee on the outstanding term loans, 
cover landless farmers and also cover irrigation sectors. Besides, 
agricultural input assistance extended for agricultural, horticultural 
and annual plantation crops, where crop loss is 33 per cent and above, 
need to be enhanced from the existing Rs. 6,800 and Rs. 3,500 per 
hectare to Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 20,000, subject to a minimum assistance 
of Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 4,000 in rainfed and irrigated land, respectively. 
Similarly, input subsidy for perennial crops should be enhanced from 
the existing Rs. 18,000 per hectare to Rs. 30,000 per hectare. The unit 
cost for creation of water resources under the Mission for Integrated 
Development of Horticulture has been fixed at Rs. 125 per cubic 
metre as per its guidelines. That needs revision.  I demand that the 
mandate for the National Cooperative Development Corporation may 
be expanded to include FPOs and agricultural production clusters, so 
that they can avail funding from NCDC. 

 (Shri Ram Kumar Kashyap associated)  

11. Import of Textile Items Affecting the Textile Business 

 SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN: The textile industry is facing 
threat from the import of textile items from various countries through 
Bangladesh which it is being used as a point to subvert the duty 
structure of other countries' textile items. This is affecting local 
producers and our local market. Chinese goods labelled as 'Made in 
Bangladesh' will totally finish off Indian textiles industry. The duty on 
Chinese silk should be increased and import of silk from Vietnam 
should be regulated. Unauthorised imports from the EU countries 
through the entry point of Bangladesh should be monitored. An 
Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS) is in force 
to help the textile entrepreneurs. The ceiling of amount for getting 
subsidy and the rate of subsidy should be increased taking into 
consideration the cost of production due to inflation. The Government  
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should explore the possibility of Hire Purchase Scheme for machinery 
under Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

12. Problems being Faced by People of Manipur and Other 
North-Eastern States on Food Security 

 SHRI BINOY VISWAM: I rise to inform the Government a 
very serious situation faced by the people of Manipur and many other 
North-Eastern States. The National Food Security Act has a provision 
to provide each AAY cardholder 35 kilograms of rice at the rate of 
Rs.3 per kilogram per month. For APL priority cardholders, it is 5 
kilograms at the rate of Rs.3 per month per member of the family. 
This provision of the Act is being violated. The rice for this supply is 
going to the black-market through various sources. The rice which is 
meant for the poor is reaching the open market and is being sold at the 
rate of Rs.30 per kilogram. There is a nexus between the contractors, 
politicians and officials. The Government should take it seriously. I 
appeal to the Government to intervene and see to it that rice and food 
materials meant for the poor reach them.  

13. Granting of Moratorium to the Debt Burden Situation in 
West Bengal 

 SHRI MANAS RANJAN BHUNIA: West Bengal inherited 
the legacy of the debt burden to the tune of Rs. 2,03,000 crores. 
Initially the State Government mopped up resources to the tune of 
Rs.22,000 crores. Now, it has reached Rs. 52,000 crores. The 
Government should come forward to approve and extend all sorts of 
possible help by granting moratorium (on debt repayment) considering 
the development and economic upliftment of the State. I urge upon the 
Government, especially the Minister of Finance to consider the 
situation of West Bengal with other debt-trapped States and provide 
the moratorium at this moment. 

 (Ms. Dola Sen associated.) 
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14. Work-Friendly Clothes as Uniform for Ladies in Police 
and Military 

 DR. D.P. VATS: I want to submit that the present pattern of 
summer working dress/uniform with shirt tucked under the belt and 
pant is very inconvenient for ladies in police and military, especially, 
during pregnancy and afterwards. I want to request the concerned 
Ministries that the option of wearing safari uniform like MNS officers 
or salwar kameez with rank badges as per the respective dress colours 
may please be permitted to ladies as uniform. This will be more work-
friendly. SPG, Parliamentary Security ladies are good examples in 
uniform with safari suit. Armed forces, Air Force, Army and Navy, 
are permitting even sarees.  

 (Shri Harnath Singh Yadav and Shri Vaiko Associated.) 

15. Widening of Road in the Ghat Area of Nh-49 in Odisha 

 SHRIMATI SAROJINI HEMBRAM: National Highway 
49 in Bahadaguda in Jharkhand leads to Mumbai via the Siguda 
Chowk of Mayurbhanj in Odisha. The work for four laning of the 
National Highway 49 is in progress. There is a 10 kilometer long 
Bangriposi Ghat road on this highway. Due to the two-lane of Ghat 
road there are frequent accidents. Due to the environmental issues, the 
four laning of Ghat road is not being allowed. Therefore,  I request the 
government to widen that highway by constructing a tunnel in Ghat 
road. 

16. Rampant Plagiarism Happening in Institutions of Higher 
Learning in India 

 SHRI K.J. ALPHONS: I am sure that very good research is 
going on in some institutions and universities but in a very large 
number of universities, a lot of research is going on which is basically 
plagiarism. It basically means that they are stealing the ideas from the 
published material. In 2018, 127 published articles in international 
journals had to be retracted because they were found to be plagiarised. 
Today, there are big shops outside university campuses which sell 
thesis. This brings bad reputation to the country. There is a serious 
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problem with regulation. The U.G.C. has issued guidelines stating that 
10 per cent plagiarism is okay. This is completely wrong. There 
should be zero tolerance towards plagiarism. We must include a 
subject in the curriculum called ‘Research Integrity’. An Office of 
Research Integrity may be set up which will report directly to the 
Prime Minister. 

   (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

17. Need to Abandon Interlinking of Rivers Because of the 
Disastrous Environment Impacts 

 SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: In the sub-continent the periods 
when rivers have surplus water are generally synchronous. A recent 
study finds a significant decrease in monsoon rainfall over water 
surplus river basins in India. Interlinking of rivers could also 
profoundly impact the very integrity of India’s monsoon system by 
reducing fresh water flows into the sea. Vast areas of land will be 
submerged and millions of people will be displaced. Livelihoods will 
be endangered on a large scale. Rivers are living organisms with 
unique ecosystems and they need to be treated as such. Therefore, I 
urge the Government to abandon this fixation on solving India’s water 
problems through mega engineering fads and focus on urgent issue of 
water management, efficiency and conservation. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

18. NEED TO REMOVE CHARGES LEVIED BY BANKS 
FOR NOT MAINTAINING MINIMUM BALANCE 

 SHRI RAM NATH THAKUR: It has recently been reported 
in newspapers that banks have recovered around 9 thousand crores by 
imposing a penalty on customers for not keeping minimum monthly 
balance in the savings account. Banks have decided that the savings 
account holder in metro cities should have an average monthly 
minimum balance of 3 thousand rupees in his account. In the same 
way, in small towns, Rs 2 thousand and in rural areas, account holders 
must keep Rs.1000 in their account. If this is not the case, the penalty 
is imposed on the account holders by the banks. Minimum balance can 
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not be kept by people who suddenly need to withdraw money in an 
emergency. It is a matter of taking advantage of the compulsion of the 
poor. I urge the government to ask banks to return the money to the 
poor people and also to terminate such a regulation. 

 (Shri Ram Kumar Kashyap, Shrimati Kahkashan Perween,  
Shrimati Roopa Ganguly and Shri Chunibhai Kanjibhai Gohel 
associated.) 

19. Request to Start Production of Defence Clothing in Avadi, 
Chennai 

 SHRIMATI VIJILA SATHYANANTH: I want to talk 
about the Ordnance Factory in Avadi.  The factory was started in the 
year 1961. They are producing world-class uniforms for defence 
personnels which could withstand various climatic conditions for the 
past fifty-eight years. These uniforms have also got the patent rights. 
It is heard that 650 defence equipments are manufactured by these 
Ordnance Factories and 250 items have been declared as non-core 
items. Uniform has been listed as a non-core item. The Government is 
making a move to procure this non-core item from the private market. 
This is the greatest grief. On 16.11.2017, the Government passed an 
order to stop all the manufacturing of uniform for the Army personnel. 
Instead they will be given Rs. 10,000 as uniform allowance. 
Recruitment of all staff in all categories has been banned since then. 
In Ordnance Clothing Factory, Avadi, production has been stopped 
which will directly affect the future of 2,000 employees who are 
working there. So, I urge upon the Government to ensure that the 
Ordnance Clothing Factory, Avadi should not be closed down at any 
cost.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)  

20. Need for Settlement of Pending Subsidy Claims of FCI 

 SHRI K.K. RAGESH:  The FCI was established as a premier 
agency to procure foodgrains directly from the farmers at the MSP 
declared by the Central Government. It has got the responsibility to 
implement the public distribution system and also maintain buffer 
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stock. The primary responsibility of ensuring food security and 
implementing the National Food Security Act lies with the Central 
Government. The difference between the FCI's overall cost of 
operations and its earnings are being reimbursed by the Centre in the 
form of subsidy. During the last few years, the Government is not 
releasing the subsidy as per the bills submitted by the FCI, which is 
putting the FCI in deep crisis. As a result of it, the Food Corporation 
of India is compelled to seek finance from the external sources. The 
Government is not releasing the subsidy to meet 3.4 per cent of the 
fiscal deficit target. It resulted in huge interest burden on the FCI. This 
attitude of the Government is going to destabilise the Food 
Corporation of India. So, I am requesting the Government to take 
immediate steps to release the subsidy bills submitted by the FCI to 
the Government. 

 (Shri Elamaram Kareem, Shri Tiruchi Siva, Dr. L. 
Hanumanthaiah, Ms. Dola Sen and Shri T.K.S. Elangovan 
associated.) 

_______ 

SPECIAL MENTIONS 

1. Need to Take Effective Steps to Control the Recurrent 
Floods in Haryana and Compensate the Affected People 

 KUMARI SELJA: The total loss of crops, houses and public 
utilities in Haryana due to floods in 2017 was Rs 57,291 crore. During 
the monsoon months, heavy rainfall increases the distress in the state. 
Haryana's flood manual has outlined 102 weak points within the state, 
which require special attention during monsoon. Even this year, the 
Ghaggar river in Haryana is flowing above the danger mark. Due to 
this, crops have been affected in 21,775 acres of land. Under the 
technical guidance of the Central Water Commission and the Ganga 
Flood Control Commission, 27 flood management projects are 
currently underway in different states but there is no separate plan for 
the state of Haryana. We urge the government to give proper 
compensation to the affected people soon. 
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 (Shri Ram Kumar Kashyap associated.) 

2. Need to Prioritize the Idea of Protecting Health of Citizen 
in Air Pollution Laws 

 SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN: Air pollution is a 
national emergency. To win our war against air pollution, we need 
better regulations and stronger laws. Our law does not once mention 
"protecting health". This makes it far too easy to prioritize the 
interests of polluters over the well-being of our people. We need to 
amend our air pollution laws to prioritize "health and productivity of 
citizens." 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

3. Need for Collateral Free Term Loans to Landless and 
Small Farmers in Odisha 

 SHRI PRASHANTA NANDA: Bank requires proof of land 
ownership. Ninety per cent of farmers in Odisha are small and 
marginal. To remain profitable, most of them supplement their land 
with another 5-6 acres from other land owners taken on oral lease for 
which they don't have valid documentation. This inhibits their access 
to formal credit institutions. Odisha proposes a CGTA (Credit 
Guarantee Trust for Agriculture) which will provide 50 per cent credit 
guarantee on the outstanding term loans. It is directed towards 
landless farmers term loans and covers irrigation sector. I urge upon 
the Government to consider providing collateral-free loans by creation 
of a CGTA and providing 50 per cent credit guarantee on the 
outstanding term loans to landless farmers. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare may also consider covering 
irrigation sector under the above scheme which is currently excluded 
under MUDRA Scheme. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL 

The National Institute of Design (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was 
introduced. 

I.  STATUTORY RESOLUTION 

Disapproving the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Second Ordinance, 2019 (No.4 of 2019). 

II. GOVERNMENT BILLS 

1. The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 
2019. 

 SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM: I move "That this House 
disapproves the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Second Ordinance, 2019 (No. 4 of 2019) promulgated 
by the president of India on 21st February, 2019."   

  Shri Elamaram Kareem and Shri S.R. Balasubramoniyan 
moved amendmenst for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee 
of the Rajya Sabha.  

 THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, THE 
MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND THE MINISTER 
OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD), moving the motion for 
consideration of the Bill, said: More than 20 Islamic countries have 
regulated triple talaq, talaq-e-biddat, in various forms. India is a 
secular country but, unfortunately, for one reason or the other, it could 
not happen. In the year 2013 the Supreme Court held that it is 
arbitrary and unconstitutional. After this judgement of the Supreme 
Court, 574 cases of triple talaq were reported out of which 345 cases 
are there till 24th of July, 2019. We brought ordinance. After 
promulgation of ordinance 101 cases have been reported. Therefor, we 
have brought this Bill because the law is a deterrence. In this Bill, it 
has been said that the FIR shall be filed only by the victim lady or a 
relation by blood or marriage. No outsider can do it. The 
provisions for bail, compromise, subsistence allowance have been 
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made in the Bill. This issue is an issue of humanity, justice and 
humanity. I would like to submit before the House that this is a 
question of gender justice, gender dignity and gender equality.  

 DR. AMEE YAJNIK: This is a very important bill and the 
most important thing in this bill is the matter of women 
empowerment. The Supreme Court in a majority decision said that 
Section 2 is arbitrary and has removed it. The Minister has taken this 
Family Court matter to the Criminal Court of Magistrate where the 
criminal cases are heard. You have not taken into consideration 
women empowerment for the rest of the women. You are an eminent 
lawyer. You are the law officer of this Parliament also. How can a 
third person intervene and go for a talaq matter in a Magistrates' 
court? I would like the hon. Minister to give me the reason behind it. 
The philosophy behind law is to get justice. Justice is equal to fairness 
and when we are talking of justice and fairness, the end product is 
dignity. If we cannot give dignity, this law is of no use to any human 
being. You have brought in an alien factor in the private realm of 
husband and wife. An Indian woman is an Indian woman. We are not 
classifying her in caste, class or anything. Have we spread enough 
legal awareness everywhere that every woman has a right to legal aid? 
Before the magistrate when the question of bail comes, and even 
maintenance comes, 'discretion of the magistrate' counts. Have you 
laid down any procedure what this discretion would mean to a 
magistrate in a family matter. The most painful thing is that the 
children are not able to understand the reasons behind suing their 
parents each other in a Magistrate Court. You have not made any 
provision that till the matter is resolved, the government will take care 
of these children by itself. We have to keep in mind that if we want to 
be super power, then we have to make women super. If we want to 
make women super, they will have to be given an opportunity to live a 
dignified life. Do not drag them in court. You have not thought of 
their trauma about what will happen to children of that woman. When 
I talk about a woman, I mean she is a mother, she is a daughter, she is 
a sister, she is nothing else but a woman. Empower all the women. 
Give them financial, social empowerment so that they can raise their 
head on the rug. Do not put them in court. This is a burning issue. I 
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would definitely support the Bill, but not the criminalization. I request 
you to take out the criminal angle from this particular Bill. I feel that 
you would listen to me. 

 SHRI BASHISTHA NARAIN SINGH: Hon'ble Minister 
made his point w.r.t. to this Bill. I humbly do not support this bill. We 
believe in following the ideals of Jai Prakash Narayan, Dr. Ram 
Manohar Lohia, Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar and 
Mahatma Phule. Programmes regarding them, their birthdays and 
death anniversaries are celebrated annually in the party I come from. 
They were legend. As great social reformer they were, they were 
greater statesmen. The man passes away but the journey of ideology 
continues. 'Nari Aandolan' is the gift of Lohia ji. 

 SHRI BASHISTHA NARAIN SINGH: The dream that 
those people had dreamed of, the future of the society, they visualized, 
the society is still trying to fulfill it in different phases. As is the 
question of three divorces, similarly women empowerment and child 
marriage are also a serious problem. Such social customs have been 
running for a long time, which have been deep rooted today. I believe 
that this requires a big campaign. I look at the greatest strength that I 
agree with disagreement and get out of this house. Now we boycott 
the House on this matter. 

 THE MINISTER OF MINORITY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI): Today is a very historic day. Today, 
after 33 years, the House is once again discussing a burning issue 
which is a social evil.. When the 'Shah Bano' decision was pronounced 
in order to neutralize that decision, a bill was brought in this House on 
8 May 1986. Our Law Minister is bringing this Bill to make  the 
Supreme Court's decision effective which was given to eliminate this 
evil. Today the law is being discussed in the country to eliminate 
this evil which is oppressing the humanity.  I want to say three things 
in it. First, one of our Hon'ble members has said that you are not 
worried about women. We are all worried about it. We are in complete 
favour of constitutional rights and social security. In these five years 
we have done a lot for women. Modi Government has run 'Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao' campaign in 640 districts. In the 'Sukanya 
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Samriddhi Yojana', more than 14.2 million bank accounts were 
opened for the future of daughters. 75 percent of  women have 
been benefited by them. In the last five years, under the 'Prime 
Minister Jan-Dhan Yojana', more than 36 million bank accounts were 
opened, in which 51 percent are women. Apart from this, each 
member of  the 'women self-help group' was given a loan of Rs. 1 lakh 
under the mudra scheme. More than 10.44 million toilets were 
constructed, this is a huge social improvement, which has brought the 
highest benefit to women. Under 'Prime Minister Ujjwala Yojana', 
more than 7 crore and 55 lakh women were given free gas cylinders. 
Now, on the matter of minority women, we are totally in favour of 
their social, economic, educational and inclusive empowerment. There 
are several programs for skill development, which are run by Minority 
Affairs Ministry. In this, we have provided employment to more than 
8 lakh 50 thousand youths through the skill development. In this 60 
percent are the girls. When we came in 2014, the dropout rate used to 
be 72-73 percent, now it has reduced to 34-35 percent. Modi ji has 
stopped the ban on visiting Haj for the women without mehram.  and 
this time 2,300 women are going on the Haj visit alone. When it 
became unconstitutional, it became illegal, then what is the need to 
make the law. Whatever government will be in power, it is its 
constitutional responsibility to make strict rules on it. You are not 
thinking of reform, you are worried about borrowing of votes.You 
have done a great loss to the country in the wake of the borrowing of 
these votes. This Bill is a panicky reaction of the reversals which the 
ruling party suffered in certain recent bye-elections”. Surrender to 
fundamentalism does not pay any dividends to the country in terms of 
furthering of national interests. Opportunist appeasement of 
fundamentalism has never and shall never be in the interest of the 
healthy growth of Indian nationalism. The present Congress (I) party 
is making an opportunistic alliance with the fundamentalist bigots 
who are instigating a section of the people of our country with the 
slogan ‘Shariat is in danger’. We are already hearing whispers that 
new Jinnahs are in the making. We are bringing this law to eliminate 
that injustice.  This triple talaq, it has also been declared illegal by all 
Islamic countries and it has also been called non-Islamic. Egypt first 
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said in 1936 that this law, which is non-Islamic, is also illegal. They 
say that it will run by the personal law. In 1937, the British said under 
the thought of "divide and rule" that a personal law should be made 
and a Muslim personal law was made. There is no Hindu Personal 
Law in this country. No doby can discriminate in our country, because 
Article 14 and 15 of the Constitution takes care of it. You will give 
equal protection to the person who is a citizen of India, and equally 
protect his constitutional rights. Today in this country I feel that there 
should be a big national debate on it. All countries have created 
similar code of conduct. Those countries are working with firmness 
today. When Sati pratha was eliminated in our country and other non-
essential laws were abolished, there was no noise. Then no one raised 
a question. There is still time to self-contemplate, you need to help 
this law eliminate this social evil. At first you said that there are 
objections to three things. The government has accepted the 
suggestions you gave. Renuka Chowdhury ji, in the same house 
when you brought the Bill to neutralize it, has spoken something, you 
must read it. Today is the chance that you correct that mistake. In the 
year 1985, the decision of Shah Bano came. At that time there were 
many Hon'ble members who were running a movement. One 
movement was in favour of granting constitutional rights to Muslim 
women and the second movement was going on for some ethnic and 
fundamentalist people. At that time your total number of members 
was about 200. The strength of the force at that time should have been 
to strengthen that decision of the Supreme Court. Whether they are all 
Islamic countries or non-Islamic countries today, they are all in favour 
of ending this tradition and this practice completely. It is a crime 
tantamount to committing a murder. You are talking about protecting 
the people who are doing this crime. Our government is working with 
inclusive thinking, along with the determination for the protection of 
the social, economic and constitutional rights of Muslim women. 

   MS. DOLA SEN: This Bill needs to be sent for proper 
scrutiny to a Select Committee. This Government is desperately trying 
to link this Bill to women empowerment. If this Government is really 
serious about women empowerment, it should bring the Women’s 
Reservation Bill. Remove  draconian criminality Clause from this Bill. 
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As per the Bill, the husband can be sentenced for three years for 
pronouncing triple Talaaq. In this case, whether the wife would not be 
allowed to remarry for three years? According to the Bill,  the 
husband is expected to pay for the maintenance of his wife and 
children. How will he pay the maintenance, if he is in jail?  

 SHRI SHRI JAVED ALI KHAN: I oppose this Bill. The 
scope of this bill is limited. It only talks about Muslims. Whether the 
government is contemplating to formulate any law to penalise all 
those husbands who have abandoned their wives and who are not 
bearing the expenditure of their abandoned wives? In Muslims 
marriage is a civil contract. If any party involved in that contract does 
not agree with the contract, he or she can go out of that contract. I see 
less law more politics in this Bill. 

  SHRI A. NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN: The Muslim 
Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2019 is 
unconstitutional, arbitrary and illegal. It is not sustainable under law. I 
submit that Parliament has no legislative competence to entertain this 
Bill.  Muslim marriage is a civil contract and breach of civil contract 
cannot be termed as an offence. The Supreme Court has held that the 
practice of triple talaq is not permitted in Muslim law, not permitted in 
Quran. It is null and void and unconstitutional. Pronouncing triple 
talaq will not have any consequences. The triple talaq cannot be 
declared as an act under Clause 4 of this Bill. This Parliament cannot 
declare this act, as an offence. The children custody is very important. 
The children, who are deserted by the parents, form a separate 
category. Their interest is to be protected. Now, Guardians and Wards 
Act is governing this adoption and custody of the Muslim children. 
Also, as per this Act, the jurisdiction is given only to the higher courts, 
namely, District Courts and not to the Magistrate. Clause 6 
contemplates that a married Muslim woman shall be entitled to 
custody of her minor children in the event of pronouncement of talaq 
by her husband. This provision contemplates that custody of the minor 
child must be given to mother irrespective of the welfare of the minor 
child. This is against law, against public interest. This Bill is the most 
important Bill. So, it must be referred to a Select Committee for 
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deeper consideration. Also, the welfare of the minor child is ignored 
totally in this provision. Also, I strongly oppose this Bill.  

 SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: This is a question of 
women empowerment. The hon'ble Judges have implored the 
legislature to bestow its thoughtful consideration to this issue of 
paramount importance. The majority judgement clearly states that 
triple talaq lacks legal sanctity. The Bill has come in a new shape in 
the Lok Sabha which has been passed. So, my party supports this Bill. 
In Clause 3 of this Bill, it is said that any pronouncement of talaq by 
words either spoken or written or in electronic form or in any other 
manner whatsoever shall be void and illegal. The hon'ble Supreme 
Court Judgement is also that the marriage is legally valid and the 
persons continue to be lawfully wedded even after pronouncing 
talaq. Clause 7 says that an offence punishable under this Act shall be 
cognizable. I am placing my doubt and I want the hon. Minister to 
please clarify it. The woman, the victim, or any of her blood relations 
can file a complaint with the police. My apprehension is that this 
clause may be misused. The victim should be given permission to 
lodge a complaint with the police. Talaq is all the time unilateral. If a 
man, a husband can give talaq or divorce a lady unilaterally, the wife 
has not the same right. We want to emancipate the women, free them 
from torture and remove the social stigma. I support this Bill, but 
whatever discrepancies I have described, kindly clarify. 

 SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM: I oppose this Bill. This is 
not for the protection of Muslim women's right, but to create an 
insecure feeling among the largest minority community in our 
country. Our party opposes the triple talaq. At the same time, we also 
urge that all personal laws, including those for the majority 
community, require reform. The hon. Supreme Court has already 
struck down triple talaq as null and void. This is the hidden agenda of 
this Government to impose the ideas of Uniform Civil Code in our 
society. The Bill is discriminatory in nature. It deals with the cases 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure. All other religious marriage 
Acts deal with the cases under the Code of Civil Procedure and have 
simple penal provisions in case of their violation. Nowhere, in the 
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judgment, the court has said that the instant triple talaq needs to be 
criminalised. Muslim female literacy rate is at 50.1 per cent, which is 
also lower than all other communities. If the Government is serious, it 
should take up these issues. The Personal Law has the protection of 
Article 25 of the Constitution of India. The Government has no right 
to interfere in this. The present legislation is unconstitutional and ill-
motivated. 

 PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: I oppose this bill. My 
protest is with some provisions of the bill. This is a civil contract. If 
we incorporate a criminal component into a civil contract, then it will 
cause pain. I want to say about maintenance. If the man is sent to jail, 
then what will be the basis of the settlement of maintenance. I would 
like that there should be reconsideration about the maintenance clause. 
I request that this bill may be sent to a select committee. There is a 
provision of three years' sentence in it. Thus, the spirit of Article 14 is 
being tampered with. 

 SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: On behalf of the DMK Party, I 
oppose this Bill. It is against the spirit of the Constitution. This Bill 
says it is for the protection of Muslim women's rights or marriage. But 
it is to put the Muslim men behind the bars. This sense of scare should 
not come into the minds of the people anywhere. As everyone stated, 
the Supreme Court once set aside the Triple Talaq saying it is null and 
void. The Clause 4 of the Bill is contentious. The marriage in Muslim 
is a civil contract and hence Triple Talaq or divorce is also civil in 
nature. So, it should not be criminalized and husband should not 
be put behind the bars. Bill says that the husband could be released on 
bail. When he comes out on bail, he cannot come back to his 
wife. They cannot live together.  But, if he refuses to be husband, he 
should be punished. He should put behind the bars. If the government 
is really intending to help women of the nation, it should not be 
discriminated between Muslims and Hindus.  This Bill should be 
taken back. I suggest is that Clause 4 must be deleted, Or, if the 
government wants to justify this, then, refer the Bill to a Select 
Committee where we will call the stakeholders and everything will be 
decided. Only then this Bill will serve the purpose. 
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 SHRI SWAPAN DASGUPTA: Today's decision of  will 
either be a turning point in the history of our democracy or it will be a 
day where history will refuse to turn. Article 44 deals with the 
Uniform Civil Code. It means, the Governments should encouraged to 
undertake a policy of social reform. And, social reform was carried 
out in a major way in the 1950s. Various Hindu Code Bills were 
passed.   But, no attempt has been made to do Muslim social reform.   
I would say that one of the most important things today is an attempt 
has been made to address questions of Muslim social reform. It is a 
very important first step because this was a subject which used  to be 
left untouched. I compliment the Government for it. 

 SHRI SANJAY RAUT: When this bill will be passed, it will 
become a historic day for the whole country and more than 10 
crores women will be benefited.  There is no threat to the country's 
secularism by this law! The country will run with the constitution and 
the law. Everyone will get equal justice. We want to provide justice to 
such women who are divorced without special reason. This 
government wants to make a Constitutional law in this country and 
this is the first step  going towards uniform civil law. Finally, I 
support this bill. 

  SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: I stand to oppose this Bill 
and have decided to vote against this Bill. The Bill defines ‘talaq’ 
pronounced by a Muslim man which results in instant and irrevocable 
divorce. When divorce is declared as invalid and unlawful and there is 
no divorce even after saying talaq three times, there is no logic behind 
giving the punishment. The Bill is also very stringent as it makes talaq 
a cognisable and non-bailable offence. The harsh punishment of three 
years’ imprisonment is against the doctrine of proportionality of 
jurisprudence.  Sending husband to prison for a period of three years 
is virtually shutting the doors for any possibility of reconciliation. The 
husband cannot pay for the maintenance of wife when the husband is 
put behind the bars for a period of three years. In many poor families, 
husband is the sole earner; therefore, putting him in jail will bring 
financial crisis in the family. Muslim marriages are a civil contract 
and in principle, there should not be a ‘criminal remedy’ to civil 
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contracts. There is no need of fresh criminal provision because 
Section 498-A of the IPC already exists and the Protection of Women 
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 is also there. Therefore, there is no 
necessity for this Bill. Lastly, Section 5 of the Bill proposes 
subsistence allowance for the Muslim women. Only subsistence 
allowance, nothing beyond that. Triple talaq is a social evil and 
criminalizing it will not solve the problem. 

  THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI 
GHULAM NABI AZAD):  The purpose  of the Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) is to destruction of Muslim 
families. This is the real motive. When this bill was tried to bring here, 
I had expressed some objections that the objections have not been 
removed, they have been given cosmetic surgery.  The marriage is a 
civil contract in Islam, this Civil contract is being given a criminal 
form, it is being made a cognizable offense. In addition to 3 years of 
punishment, subsistence allowance as well as taking care of children 
and wife are also mentioned in it. The government will give or  not 
give any money to the women on behalf of it till the husband is  given 
a jail sentence. The government is not ready to help in the form of any 
money. But the government is very keen to put her husband in jail. 
There is a mention of such a law in other Islamic countries. The 
Muslims here are proud of their country of India. We have been living 
here together for thousands of years. Therefore, do not compare the 
Muslims of this country with the Muslims of any other country. The 
Supreme Court's decision has been mentioned in this regard. The 
Supreme Court has said nothing about criminal law. The Supreme 
Court has talked about minority judgment. The Supreme Court has 
asked to make law about the lynching  which is happening in the 
whole country for 5 years, but the law was not made.  Three times the 
divorce has been abolished by the Supreme Court. It is no longer a 
law. The act which I have not done cannot be punished for that. When 
the Supreme Court has said that triple divorce is over, then 
punishment cannot be given. A husband and wife cannot live 
peacefully, if a husband goes to jail due to his wife's justified 
or unjustified complaint. I will request  not to bring such a law. In this 
society, there are such poor people, if they have to go to court to 
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defend themselves, will be ruined. There is no provision of protection 
of Muslim women, their sustenance allowance and maintenance 
allowance. There is no provision for the education of their children. 
We strongly oppose this. I request you to hand over this bill to the 
Select Committee. The Select Committee will scrutinize it. Women 
should have empowerment, but here are two types of things. On one 
hand, you are against the Personal Law and on the other hand, you are 
yourself making laws only for Muslim women. The law should be for 
all women. In other communities, there are women who are left by 
their husbands many years ago. Nobody cares for them. The law 
should also be made for them. Empowerment should not be there only 
for Muslim women, but women of every religion need this. So, this 
law is partial. Bring such a law that empowers the women of the 
country and becomes an example. 

 MS. SAROJ PANDEY: I support this Bill. The term of 
divorce eliminates a happy life. The person who says so should be 
punished. The common women  including Shah Bano believed that 
the  government would stand with such women but the then Prime 
Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi was not in support of this Bill. It is very 
unfortunate to see that women here are taken very lightly. "Halala" is 
a sad practice. All those who support Halala are anti-women. It should 
be noted that  divorce in Islam can be given in many ways and only 
one manner has been brought under the ambit of the law in this Bill. It 
is obvious that this does not abolish the right of divorce of the men. If 
a happy family comes to the street due to triple Talaq, then this is a 
crime. If there is a need for two witnesses and a lawyer (Kazi) for the 
marriage, then how can triple divorce be given on "Whatsapp". The 
Prime Minister of our country wants to take everyone together and 
this is a concrete step towards empowering women. Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition has also said a lot of things. You are asking 
for Select Committee. In the case of Triple Talaq, we are making 
provision for three years punishment. Second marriage is also a basic 
cause behind the Triple Talaq. If the mistake is realized then the 
woman has to go through a Hawala. After Halala she will be 
acceptable or not, this House is silent on this subject. I thank Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and our Law Minister that they have tried to 
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awaken the self respect of women. I expect that you will not do the 
vote-politics and politics of appeasement. Please do not consider 
women as a vote bank. 

 DR. NARENDRA JADHAV: I support this Bill. The 
Supreme Court has found the practice of Talaq-e-Biddat 
unconstitutional. Despite the judgement of the Apex Court, cases of 
triple talaq have continued to occur. The Supreme Court judgement 
only offered a redressal to Muslim women after triple talaq was 
pronounced but there was no deterrent effect. This historic Bill sets a 
path for a progressive society wherein the prevailing archaic method 
of giving divorce does not have any place. The basic principle of 'right 
to be heard' is not available in Talaq-e-Biddat. The Bill, under clause 
4, prescribes a punishment of imprisonment for any man who 
pronounces triple talaq and as per clause 5, it also compels him to pay 
maintenance. These provisions are contradictory to each other. 
How can there be a deterrent effect unless there is a provision for stiff 
punishment. 

 SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN: I welcome the order of the  
Supreme Court with regard to triple talaq but I strongly oppose the 
Bill introduced today because it is faulty and the Government has 
failed to understand that the Court has only made triple talaq as 
unlawful and not divorce per se as unlawful. The Government should 
have brought a Bill for an alternative form of divorce.The purpose of 
introducing this legislation was to protect the women from instant and 
unrecorded divorce. So, when a Muslim country could amend this 
law, accepting that triple talaq itself was not enough, why can't you 
bring legislation like that. If you ban triple talaq there will not be any 
divorce method left for the Muslims. You have not considered this 
aspect. There should be an alternative for the divorce. So, in my view, 
sending this Bill to the Select Committee is itself a waste. The Bill is 
faulty and biased. My request to the Government is to consult the 
Muslim leaders and bring out a comprehensive Bill which will save 
the Muslim women, men and the community as a whole. 

 SHRI NAZIR AHMED LAWAY: I represent Jammu and 
Kashmir and I am speaking against this Bill because all people should 
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know that Islam is the religion of brotherhood and equality. The 
priority of this equality is women. In our religion, marriage is 
considered to be the best and divorce is considered bad.  Under 
Section 4, you sentence a man for three years. Children in our 
religion, are not the responsibility of woman they are rather a 
responsibility of man. If the husband is jailed for pronouncing triple 
talaq,  then what will happen to the children. The Bill is brought 
to protect the rights of married  muslim women. It should have 
brought for the protection of the rights of Indian women. Injustice is 
not being done only with Muslim women, it is happening with women 
in every religion. Do not communalize the talaq. A persons, who is 
giving triple talaq should pay  maintenance expenses. But he is being 
put behind the bars. There should also be a provision for children in 
such situation. I therefore request the government that there should be 
Islamic system in the Bill. 

  

*   *   *   * 
*   *   *   * 
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****Supplement covering rest of the proceedings is being issued 
separately. 
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