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RAJYA SABHA 

_______ 
SYNOPSIS OF DEBATE 

_______ 

(Proceedings other than Questions and Answers) 

_______ 

Monday, July 15, 2019 / Ashadha 24, 1941 (Saka) 

_______ 

MATTERS RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
CHAIR 

1. Need to Formulate Health Regulatory Commission to Control 
Overbilling by Corporate Hospitals 

 DR. SANTANU SEN: The assault on doctors and 
hooliganism in different parts of the country has become a problem. It 
is being noticed that in many corporate hospitals, even after death of 
patients, dead bodies are being detained until remaining part of the 
Bill is paid. It leads to agitation and hooliganism in several corporate 
hospitals. We have the West Bengal Regulatory Commission which 
looks into all these things. This type of Health Regulatory 
Commission should be made in each and every State to regulate the 
corporate hospitals and control the over-billing practice. 

2. Revision of Coal Royalty for Odisha 

 SHRI AMAR PATNAIK: The Government of India fixes 
the rate of royalty on coal and other major minerals for the States. 
Normally, they have to revise these rates every three years. There is 
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environmental degradation on account of extraction of coal. Odisha 
Chief Minister had made a request to revise the rate of coal royalty 
from existing 12 per cent to 20 per cent. This has not yet been done. 
GST Council says that Clean Energy Cess has been imposed. The 
‘cess’ goes to the indivisible pool. So, the State Governments do not 
get anything from it. The royalty on coal needs to be expedited so that 
the State Governments, particularly a State like Odisha are benefited 
through this system. 

 (Shri Ranjib Biswal, Shri Sasmit Patra and Shri Manish 
Gupta associated.) 

3. Problem due to Drinking of Saline Water in the Country 

 SHRI HARNATH SINGH YADAV: The water available in 
many parts of the country is contaminated. It is like poison. As per a 
report of UNICEF out of 719 district of the entire country 336 districts 
have not potable water. In 49 districts of Uttar Pradesh water is like 
poison. It has reduced the fertility of land. Environment has turned 
poisonous. It is causing several types of diseases to people. It has 
become a social problem also.  

4. Accident in Kolkata Metro 

 SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI: One man died on 
Saturday  in Kolkata Metro because he was trying to board the train 
and his hand got stuck. The door, equipped with sensors, is believed to 
have malfunctioned. It was a gross negligence on the part of the 
Kolkata Metro. West Bengal Chief Minister has provided all kinds of 
assistance to the victim's family including State Government job to his 
family. Passenger's safety has long been compromised in the Kolkata 
Metro due to lack of availability of funds. No regular maintenance or 
upgradation in the metro infrastructure is carried out periodically and 
systematically. West Bengal Fire Department in December, 2018 had 
issued a notice to the Kolkata Metro Authority after safety measures 
were found to be inadequate. It fell on deaf ears. Therefore, immediate 
allocation of funds should be made to Kolkata Metro for urgent 
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replacement and upgradation including introduction of advanced 
technology coaches. 

 (Shrimati Dola Sen, Shri Majeed Memon, Dr. Santanu Sen 
and Dr. Ahamed Hassan associated.)  

5. High Airfare in Gulf Sector during Vacations Engineered by 
Airline Companies 

 SHRI K.K. RAGESH: I am demanding the Central 
Government to immediately intervene to roll back the steep hike in the 
airfare in Kerala Gulf sector. This is an issue which has been raised 
time and again. Prime Minister had promised to intervene in that issue 
but, till today all the requests are falling on deaf ears. Government is 
allowing them to loot the poor migrant workers. If someone reserves a 
ticket from Calicut to Dubai, he would get a ticket for less than Rs. 
6,000, till today. But if someone will reserve a ticket from Dubai to 
Calicut, he has to spend more than Rs. 40,000. We have been raising 
this issue time and again. The poor workers come back to meet their 
families once a year during the festival season or during vacation 
period and they are being looted. The Government is not paying any 
attention to this issue.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

6. Inter-Connectivity of Rivers to Prevent Flood Situation in the 
Country 

 DR. SATYANARAYAN JATIYA: Some parts in the 
country are facing is drought and some are facing flood. By 
connecting rivers, these two problems can be solved. The Commission 
has also been constituted for this and it has given its report too. It 
says that rivers coming from Himalayas should be connected with 
rivers flowing in the south by canal. At this time there are floods in 
many States of the country. This has affected 18 lakh people. The 
schemes formulated to deal with such a situation should be 
implemented effectively. All the rivers of Assam and eastern 
region become a cause of flood in each rainy season. We have made 
plans for every region in these five years. The scheme of interlinking 
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the rivers should be considered seriously. This way we can save 
people from floods and provide relief where drought situation is 
prevailing.  

 (Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha associated) 

7. Environmental Impact of Proposed Private Mega Port Complex 
in Kattupalli, North Chennai 

 SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH : Environmental destruction 
anywhere is a threat to environmental balance everywhere. The 
proposed construction of the Mega Port Complex in North Chennai by 
a private company with dubious environmental credentials will 
irretrievably damage the Ennore-Pulicat eco-system and Kattupalli 
Barier Island. The Barrier Island separates Lake Pulicat, the second 
largest brackish water lake in India from the Bay of Bengal. The 
Kattupalli dunes protect the hinterland from violent storms and 
salinity intrusion. The Ennore-Pulicat backwaters absorb rainwater 
and tidal storm surges. Encroachment in these wetlands will cause 
disastrous flooding risking the lives of ten lakh people in the region. 
The project threatens the livelihood security of more than 30,000 
fishermen who depend on the backwaters and the sea. I urge the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change to reject this 
proposal in its entirety and protect Tamil Nadu and the country from 
further disaster. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

8. Inter Linking of Pandiyaru and Mayar Rivers in Nilagiri 
District 

 SHRI A. K. SELVARAJ:  The Union Government 
understood the necessity of water and that the is reason they 
established a new Ministry for Water Management, in the name of Jal 
Shakti. The Union Government initiated the interlinking of Godavari 
and Cauvery rivers. Similarly, if small rivers are interlinked among 
districts within the State, it will enhance agriculture as well as solve 
the problem of water shortage. In order to solve the crisis, small rivers 
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have to be interlinked with bigger rivers. I request the Union 
Government to favourably consider my request. 

 (Shrimati Vijila Sathyananth and Shri K. R. Arjunan 
associated)  

9. Inordinate Delay in Release of Fishermen from Andhra 
Pradesh Held by Pakistan 

 SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY : 12 Indian fishermen in the 
month of October last year and 34 Indian fishermen in the month of 
November last year have been captured by Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency by illegally entering into Indian territorial waters. It has 
gone 8 months now, still they have not been released by Pakistan 
Government. Pakistan has confirmed that there are 483 Indian 
fishermen languishing in their jail. 22 fishermen are from Srikakulam 
and Vizianagaram of Andhra Pradesh. These fishermen have been 
captured by the Dock Police and sent to the judicial custody in Landhi 
Jail, Karachi. Indian fishermen, particularly from Andhra Pradesh, go 
to Gujarat for working in the fishing trawlers as crew members. I, 
along with the fishermen's families, met the then hon. Foreign Affairs 
Minister. Neither have they been released nor has the consular access 
been given to the families of fishermen. I request the Government of 
India to urgently intervene and ensure that the Indian fishermen are 
released or consular access is given. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

10. Inclusion of Kurukh Language of Oraon Tribe in Eighth 
Schedule 

 SHRI SAMIR ORAON: I am raising this issue to attract the 
attention of the House and the government to include the Kurukh 
language of Oraon tribe  in the 8th Schedule. The people of the Oraon 
tribe community in many states of the country speak Kurukh 
language. Kurukh language is the mother tongue of Oraon 
community. Speaking and knowing the Kurukh language by people of 
the new generation is very important to conduct the traditional 
administrative system in the Oraon community. The approximate 
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number of people speaking this language in the country is close to 50 
lakhs. By including Kurukh language in the 8th Schedule, it will be 
easy to make provision for its study in the educational institutions, 
which will facilitate the development of Kurukh language and its 
culture. Kurukh language is spoken in many states in the 
country. State Government of Jharkhand and Bengal have sent their 
recommendation in this regard to the Central Government.  I demand 
from the government to include the Kurukh language of the Oraon 
tribal community in the 8th schedule. 

 (Shri Mahesh Poddar associated.) 

11. Increasing Number of Road Accidents and Related Deaths 

  DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:  I want to raise the issue of 
increasing incidents of bus accidents and the need to constitute a 
Committee of experts to go into this issue and suggest corrective 
measures. Bus accidents happen very frequently on our roads claiming 
innocent lives. Over 11,000 people die every year in bus accidents. 
Primary causes of accidents are short bends, potholes, boulders not 
removed, missing traffic signs, over-speeding, wrong designs of road, 
weak pavement, distressed bridges, faulty engineering of vehicles, 
lack of safety measures, drunk driving and fatigue in drivers. There 
should be a mandatory scientific investigation on the pattern of these 
accidents. I urge upon the government to constitute a committee of 
experts to go into these issues, review the existing policy and give 
recommendations for improving the road alignment and have more 
safety measures to bring down such fatal accidents and saving the 
precious lives. 

  SHRI SURENDRA SINGH NAGAR: I want to draw your 
attention towards the deaths happening due to road accidents in the 
country. The longest expressway in the country, Agra to Lucknow 
Expressway was built during the Samajwadi Party regime. When the 
expressway was built, a road map was prepared for the arrangement of 
the ambulance, and it was envisaged therein that  at every 30 
kilometers, there would be a facility of like Dial 100. But these things 
are being ignored on the Agra-Lucknow expressway and the same is 
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the condition on the Yamuna Expressway. My suggestion is that the 
drivers’ training is the most important thing. Therefore, it should be 
mandatory car manufacturers to open car driving training school from 
CSR fund so that car drivers can be trained. 

  (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

 
12. Need  for Uniform Electrical Power Tariff Throughout 

the Country 

  SHRI SHWAIT MALIK: My demand is for the uniformity 
in the electric power tariff throughout the country. Rate of the power 
tariff is the most expensive in Punjab. The rate of electricity is Rs 8 
per unit there. Different states have different rates of electricity. 
Today, power is necessary for all homes, businesses, industries, work. 
Electricity is the major raw material for all industries. In the absence 
of uninterrupted electricity half of the time industries remain closed in 
Punjab. Punjab's industries and businesses are migrating to Himachal 
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir.  It is my submission that one 
nation, one power tariff will be an important revolution and it will 
further enhance the development in the country. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)  

13. Illegal Coal Mining in Various Parts of the Country 

  SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:  Large number of illegal coal 
mines are working in the country and  there is no law for them. The 
safety standards are administered by the Director General of Mine 
Safety but DG(MS) has nothing to do with the illegal mines. It is 
unfortunate that not only in the ECL and WCL but in the other 
subsidiary companies also, those who are running the illegal mines, 
with the connivance of  CISF and the political parties , they have been 
doing this illegal business for years together. So many people were 
killed, but there is no record. They did not get any compensation. 
While the other people, those who are working in the registered 
mines, they got the compensation. I urge upon the Government to take 
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immediate steps in this regards and make CBI investigation  to arrest 
the people who are running these illegal mines. 

  (Shrimati Ambika Soni and  Shrimati Roopa Ganguly 
associated.) 

14. Need for Redevelopment of Group Housing Societies in Delhi 

 SHRI VIJAY GOEL: Delhi is the capital of India. Its 
population has reached around 2 crore. The population level has come 
to very high. The Yamuna river remains dirty and no work has been 
undertaken to clean it. The city is facing various problems such as 
traffic, congestion, lack of parking, fire incidents etc. There are 1200 
Group Housing Societies in Delhi, these are 40 years old and they are 
in a dilapidated state. Therefore, their redevelopment is necessary. 
Members of these societies want to demolish them and reconstruct a 
new society there again. The government should chalk out such a 
scheme for them so that they can be redeveloped. These societies will 
not have to spend anything because they will construct up to 12 floors 
instead of four floors. Those societies will be developed from income 
earned from those flats. The government should pay attention towards 
their water, electricity, sewer and garbage problems. 

 (Shri Mahesh Poddar associated.) 

15. Alarming Flood Situation in Assam 

  SHRI RIPUN BORA:  I would like to draw the attention of 
the government toward the flood situation in Assam. To combat the 
havoc caused by floods in  Assam, a team of experts from the Centre 
should immediately be rushed to Assam to guide and help the Assam 
Government. For the last two years, the Calamity Relief Fund and the 
Disaster Management Fund have not been released by the Central 
Government So, my demand is that the funds should immediately be 
released to the State Government. The floods have become a regular 
phenomenon and we have to face this problem every year. The  
Brahmputra river originates from China and flows to three different 
countries. So, the Assam government does not have that much 
capacity to deal with the recurring flood problem. Therefore, my 
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suggestion to the Union Government is that the flood situation in 
Assam should be declared as a national problem. 

   SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA:  The 
situation in Assam is very critical. Today, twenty-eight Districts of 
Assam are facing heavy floods. Already nine people have lost their 
lives and many people are still missing. There is flood water 
everywhere but drinking water has become scarce there. The Assam 
government has provided all assistant. Today, the situation is worse. 
Many parts of Assam are totally cut from the rest of the country. 
Railway and road communication is totally destroyed. The Union 
government and the Nation should look after the people of Assam at 
this critical juncture. I would like to request the Government to 
declare flood problem a national problem of the country. 

 (Shrimati Wansuk Syiem and Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tasa 
associated.)  

16. Selection Process of Judges of High Courts and Supreme 
Court 

  DR. ASHOK BAJPAI: There are three main pillars of 
democracy i.e. legislative, executive and judiciary. Our judiciary is the 
third major pillar. The process of selection in the High Courts and 
Supreme Court has been enumerated in our constitution. Article 124 
of the Constitution deals with the appointment of Supreme Court 
Judges. Article 217 deals with appointment of Judges to High Courts. 
For judicial appointments, there is a new system called collegium. 
Now a days, all the appointments are made through the collegium 
only. It is a system under which appointment and transfer of judges 
are decided by the Forum of the Chief Justice of India and the four 
senior-most judges of the Supreme Court. This word collegium has no 
place in the Indian Constitution. Now a days, in the appointments to 
High Courts and the Supreme Court, casteism, nepotism, dynasty is 
very much prevalent and   no selection is done on the basis of  merit. 
Only a few  selected families are enjoying the right to become judges 
of the High Courts and after that elevate to the status of judges of the 
Supreme Court.  
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My suggestion is that there should be higher judicial services through 
UPSC on the pattern of Civil Services for selecting meritorious 
law students from all over the country, who after their 
promotions may later be elevated to the post of judges in High Courts 
and Supreme Court. 

  (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

17. Declining Household Savings in the Country 

   SHRI K.T.S. TULSI : Household savings have dwindled 
from 23.6 per cent in 2011-12 to 17.2 per cent in 2018-19.Augmenting 
revenues in the days of dwindling savings is a daunting task. There are 
some innovative ideas for boosting revenue and those have been put 
by an unknown author in the form of a poem. I hope the hon'ble 
Minister as well as the House will take it seriously. The ideas in the 
poem are that tax is being levied on each and everything till one die. 
Even after death tax will be levied on them in the form of inheritance 
tax.  

18. Need to Control Increasing Population 

 DR. VIKAS MAHATME:  I want to draw the attention of 
the house towards the growing population in the country. Our 70 per 
cent population is illiterate and we have limited resources. We must 
resolve this problem seriously and diligently. The number of children 
is more in poor and economically weaker families. They do not have 
resources for the nutrition and education of their children. Due to this, 
problems like stunted growth, malnutrition keep on increasing. On the 
other hand, well-educated and affluent sections of the society have 
more resources and have one or two children, so that they are able to 
provide them good education. Hence, social inequality is increasing in 
the society. Therefore, I would like to request to the government that 
considering the increasing population as National Emergency, a 
separate cell or a commission may be constituted for population 
control, which should work on war footing for the solution to the 
growing population in the country.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 
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19. Appointment of Sports Persons in Public Sector Enterprises 

  DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH: I want to bring to the notice 
of this august House that appointment of sportsmen and sportswomen 
in public sector enterprises has been reduced and is almost nil in many 
organizations. There are sportsmen who have represented in nationals 
and internationals but have no job. Some years back, there was a 
direction from Government of India to all the public sector enterprises 
and public sector banks to appoint the sportsmen and sportswomen in 
their organizations. Now, that recruitment has been stopped. It is  
affecting the  people who are involved in the sports. A lot of people 
have now involved themselves into badminton and so many other 
sports but Pro Kabbadi is not being encouraged and even by 
government as this sport involves rural people. I would request the 
Government to give a direction to all the public sector enterprises that, 
at least, national level athletes, national level sportsmen should be 
appointed in public sector so that we can encourage the sports and 
youngsters of this country to participate in sports.  Otherwise, these 
people are increasingly getting discouraged. So, I would request the 
Government of India to direct these public sector organizations to 
appoint all the national level, international level athletes to get an 
employment in these organizations. 

  (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

20. Need for Tamil Question Papers in Postal Department Exams 

  SHRI A. NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN: I urge upon the 
Central Government to cancel the Postal Department examination held 
yesterday. The Central Government Postal Department conducted the 
examination for the post of postman, mail guard and assistants to 
serve in the rural area and villages. The questions were only in Hindi 
and English and the questions were not in Tamil. The Madurai Bench 
of Madras High Court has taken notice and granted limited relief. 
Even on earlier occasion, one of our hon. Members moved Madurai 
Bench and got the relief but the Supreme Court negatived it. We 
cannot depend upon the adjudication with regard to our right to 
employment. So, I urge upon the Central Government to immediately 
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cancel the Postal Department examination and conduct a fresh 
examination in which questions must be asked in Tamil.  

 SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: The recent circular issued by the 
Central Government through the Postal Headquarters has sparked a 
sense of agitation in the minds of the youth in Tamil Nadu. the earlier 
practice was that examinations were conducted in Hindi, English and 
regional languages. But, now, it has been decided that it would be 
conducted only in Hindi and English. This is totally unwarranted. 
When the need is very much essential for giving importance to 
regional languages, this is a very big setback for the rural students. So, 
I urge the government to revoke the order immediately to maintain his 
status quo and to conduct the examinations in the regional languages 
also.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

_______ 

GOVERNMENT BILL 

 The Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2019 
was Introduced. 

_______ 

Motion for Suspension of Rule 272 

 THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI V. 
MURALEEDHARAN): I move that Rule 272 of the Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Council of States in its 
application to consideration of the Demands for Grants of the related 
Ministries/Departments for 2019-20 by Department-related 
Parliamentary Standing Committees of Rajya Sabha, be suspended. 

 The motion was adopted. 

_______ 
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Discussion on Working of Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (Ayush) 

 PROF. RAM GOPAL YADAV, initiating the discussion, 
said: These methods of medicine are very effective and in rural areas 
these are very popular because these methods are affordable. 
Ayurveda is an age-old medical practice. Maharishi Patanjali gave us 
Yoga. Yoga keeps our body  healthy. Alzheimer's disease is also cured 
by pranayama and yoga. The reason for ignorance of these medical 
practices is the strong lobby of allopathy. This lobby has also made a 
lot of propaganda against our ancient medical practices. Apart from 
this, substandard medicines are now also available which should be 
taken care of. Earlier the AYUSH was  a department of the Ministry 
of Health, but in 2014 it was made a full-fledged ministry. In 2014, a 
"National AYUSH mission" was established, but it was not given that 
much funds, which were needed for its operation. The Standing 
Committee had recommended to enhance its budget allocation. It 
should be increased. Even the budget of AIIMS is larger than the 
budget of the AYUSH Ministry. There should be doctors of AYUSH 
in every level of  state hospitals. Although there is propaganda against 
these traditional medical practices, but there are many diseases which 
can not be cured in Allopathy, but such treatments are available in 
Ayurveda. But proper testing of these drugs should be carried out. 
Siddha Therapy is proven in itself and it is more prevalent in the Nath 
Sect.  Farmers are bearing loss in herbal systems. Government 
laboratories should buy herbs from farmers. Apart from this, its 
educational system should also be streamed lines and NEET like 
exams should be conducted for the same. Propaganda  against these 
medical systems should be controlled. There should also be a 
provision for punishing those who violate the system. 

 DR. SATYANARAYAN JATIYA: It was established in 
1995 to establish Ayurveda, Yoga etc. systems. In 2003, this 
department was named as AYUSH. Its budget was only 71 crore 
rupees in 2014, but its budget in 2019-20 has gone up to 656 crore 
rupees. These medical practices are very old. Vegetation is very 
important in Ayurveda. Every letter can be a mantra and every 
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vegetable can be medicine. These drugs  do not have side effects. In 
this budget, many schemes have been formulated for the 
same. AYUSH facilities will be provided at Primary Health Centres, 
Community Health Centres and in District Hospitals. It requires 
cooperation of state governments. The government, in cooperation 
with the state governments, should upgrade Ayush hospitals. There 
are colleges where there is an arrangement for Panchkarma. Various 
measures are taken in these colleges to ward off ailments and 
sufferings through Panchkarma. We have to popularise them. We 
have discovered a good medicine for diabetes, but people are not 
much aware of this medicine. Specialist doctors do not visit the 
dispensary of Ayurveda, Unani and Homeopathy daily. We have to 
make a permanent arrangement for these specialists. Funds should 
be allocated for this. AYUSH Ministry has been allocated a budget of 
1626.37 crore rupees. This money should be utilised properly.  An 
integrated AYUSH hospital with 50 beds will be set up. We have also 
considered  to  set up an Ayurveda-AIIMS. An action should be taken 
soon in this regard. Opening of these types of accredited and reliable 
institutions is essential. The more we expand it, the more it 
will benefit. Universities of Ayurveda and Homeopathy have been 
established everywhere. State governments should set up 
pharmacies of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani, Homeopathy as well as drug 
training laboratories and the cultivation of medicinal plants should be 
promoted.  Training is required to be imparted for this purpose.  It 
needs to be done in a planned manner to encourage this. 
Ayurvedacharyas and specialists should carry on this work further. A 
sum of Rs. 2400 crores will be spent on 'AYUSH Mission'. With 
better availability of medicines and skilled manpower, Ayush health 
services will be made accessible. The villages have favourable 
condition for their better access. In the past, it was only 
after examining pulse of the patient,  the disease was diagnosed and 
on the basis of which the drug to be administered was determined.  
These days, in allopathic system  of medicine, various tests and 
examinations to detect diseases have to be undergone. Generally the 
common man cannot afford these tests and examinations. Therefore, 
common type of diseases can be treated through the AYUSH. There is 



484 
 

a need to improve the AYUSH Education by increasing the number of 
AYUSH Educational Institutions equipped with all types of facilities. 
We must adopt the good features of every system of medicine. 
Various measures should be taken to certify the credibility of the 
AYUSH. Therefore, the teaching method should be improved.  
Students having obtained BAMS Degree should be appointed  and 
they should get promotion, so that they can do their job properly. 
Therefore, all the system should be developed. By increasing the 
number of better pharmacies and drug testing laboratories, the 
availability of better AYUSH drugs should be improved. There are 
many eminent persons preparing AYUSH drug  in our country. The 
services of AYUSH specialists should be utilised to prepare 
many types of drugs. People should get the benefit of this.  An 
awareness should be created to adopt yoga and naturopathy for good 
health. We have certainly made a good start for Yoga. There are 
many streams of yoga in the country. Some of the activities of Yoga 
are meditation, prayer, asanas and surya-namaskar. They have to be 
promoted more and more. As far as the AYUSH is concerned, people 
are largely aware of Ayurveda, Yoga and Homeopathy only. Much 
attention should be given  by the Ministry for publicity of the 
AYUSH. We wish life expectancy to be up to 100 years. This will 
happen when we are physically fit. For good health it is necessary 
to strengthen body, mind and intellect. To be healthy for  hundred 
years, we have to take such measures that are beneficial for us. In this 
way, we can make our life good and strong for 100 years. Measures 
should be taken to further develop the AYUSH. We wish that all be 
happy, healthy and no one has to suffer. 

 SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Today we are discussing a 
Ministry which has recently been constituted and whose allocation is 
less than Rs. 2,000 crore. However, this is a Ministry that has great 
social significance.  As far as AYUSH is concerned, India can emerge 
as a world leader in this area.   On July 9, Mr. Naresh Gujral put a 
question to the Health Minister. And, the answer is very interesting. 
The answer shows that there are twelve lakh MBBS doctors. As 
compared to this, there are eight lakh AYUSH registered practitioners. 
60 per cent of the doctors in India are MBBS doctors and 40 per cent 
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of  doctors are AYUSH doctors.  There are six States in India where 
the number of AYUSH practitioners exceeds the number of medical 
doctors.  So, in terms of manpower it is very important.  There are 
twelve lakh MBBS doctors and eight lakh AYUSH practitioners.  But, 
eighty per cent of Ayurvedic doctors end up practicing 
Allopathy.  AYUSH practitioners are meant to practice and propagate 
an Indian System of Medicine.  It is unfortunate that there are a large 
number of States in our country, which allow AYUSH doctors to 
prescribe allopathic drugs.  This hybrid is not helping.   AYUSH 
practitioners must promote AYUSH systems, not allopathic systems.  
I want to congratulate the Government that after many years a very 
distinguished Ayurvedic professional has been made Secretary of this 
Ministry.   I think  the objective of this Ministry is to promote 
AYUSH systems of medicines.   What we are trying to aim at are not 
two parallel systems but an integrative system of Allopathic and 
AYUSH system. Therefore, I want to make one suggestion to the 
government.  All medical colleges of the country should have a 
common curriculum for the first three years. At the end of three years, 
you can specialize in Allopathy or in AYUSH. This experiment 
should be started  in AIIMS, JIPMER and  in Government medical 
colleges.    There should be a common course for anybody wanting to 
practice Medicine.    All medical doctors must have sensitivity to 
Ayush systems and all Ayush students must have sensitivity towards 
allopathic systems.    The Government should integrate AYUSH and 
allopathy. A large number of AYUSH drugs are available in the 
market. Of course, there are a large number of spurious allopathic 
drugs also in the market. But  there are a hundred fake AYUSH drugs 
which make false claims that don't get nabbed.  I  request the  
Government  to tighten the regulatory system and the licensing 
system. We should not be exporting medicinal plants. We should be 
exporting finished drugs. Last year, we exported 350 million dollars 
worth of medicinal plants.   We should not export medicinal plants to 
other countries and then import the drugs from those very countries. 
We have a large storehouse of medicinal plants.  We have laws now. 
We must ensure that extraction of medicinal plants from the forests is 
done in a sustainable manner and that when drugs are made, the 



486 
 

royalties are given to the local communities and not taken away by big 
private companies.  So, On the export of medicinal plants, I would 
request the Ministry to be tough. Only export of finished, value-added 
products must be done.  The tribal system of medicine is very 
important. In Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, parts of 
Bihar, parts of Odisha and a large parts of Central India where we 
have tribal population, indigenous medical traditions are still very 
important. These have to be documented, codified and these have to 
be given proper investment attention. I am sure you will bring in tribal 
system of medicine as well.  AYUSH will become great only if you 
bring modern science,  modern research into AYUSH.  If you want to 
make AYUSH really strong, the Ministry has to do more on research, 
testing, clinical trials and more on collaborations with other medical 
institutions. This is a Ministry that is new and under-funded. 
However, it is a Ministry that can make a very significant difference 
to the lives of millions of our countrymen and it deserves every 
support that Parliament can give it. 

 SHRI A. K. SELVARAJ:  The Ayurveda and Siddha are the 
two Indian systems of medicines being practised in the country for 
thousands of years. Siddha system of medicine originated in Tamil 
Nadu. This system was developed by rishis called Siddhars. The 
Siddha system of medicine offers the best cure for non-communicable 
diseases. It is astonishing to know that the disease AIDS is referred in 
the older Siddha literature. This unpublished literature being in 
possession of only one or two people. The Sastra describes the origin, 
symptoms, diagnosis and cure of the disease AIDS. It is understood 
through the literature that the disease was prevalent thousands of years 
ago among the people living in the forest. The disease is diagnosed by 
reacting the saliva with a particular herbal juice. The cure is offered 
through oral and injection systems. The department of AYUSH is 
rejecting proposals of drug testing with Siddha injection procedures. 
Siddha system of medicine can also treat many non-communicable 
diseases by a technique called varmam by activating energy centres in 
the body. AYUSH system is highly effective in all diseases. Ayurveda 
gives a definite solution for all the diseases through Panchkarma 
treatment. Therefore, there is a need to establish AYUSH hospitals in 
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all districts of the country with Panchkarma facilities. I request 
the Minister to favourably consider the proposals from Siddha system. 
I would also urge upon the Minister to upgrade the Siddha medical 
college in Palayamkottai into a university with Central assistance. It is 
also urged that the Government should extend all support for AYUSH 
for its popularisation and for turning people towards AYUSH for all 
treatments. 

 DR. SANTANU SEN: AYUSH Ministry was formed in the 
year 2014.The idea was policy formulation, implementation of 
programmes, and, of course, propagation of AYUSH systems of 
healthcare. Initially, it was being regulated by the Indian Medicine 
Central Council Act, 1970. Later on, the NITI Aayog put forward 
certain observations about it. They noticed that there was a conflict of 
interest - doctors regulating doctors. Many of the doctors, who were 
on the chairs of the regulators, used to have their own institutions. 
Now, there is a recommendation of certain committees that the 
regulators should be appointed through an independent and 
transparent selection process by the Search Committee. It was later on 
realized though there are five systems in AYUSH, there are only two 
regulatory bodies. It was proposed that five independent autonomous 
bodies should exist to regulate these five systems of AYUSH. So far 
as the admission system is concerned, it was expected to be merit 
based and through common exam and by all-India exam but the hard 
reality is that it could not be implemented till date. The capitation fees, 
while getting admission in several AYUSH medical colleges, varies 
like anything in several States. The National AYUSH Mission (NAM) 
was notified in the year 2014. The idea was to increase the number of 
AYUSH hospitals and dispensaries across the country based on the 
population of the particular States. The quality control of AYUSH 
drugs was supposed to be done by the Drug Control Cell, but it has 
not been working very sincerely. If we come to the drug laboratory 
centers in the country, there are 29 State drug laboratories and 47 
State pharmacies. On the contrary, there are 55 private drug 
laboratories and 8667 number of private pharmacies. People who are 
interested to get the AYUSH treatment, they are being forced to go to 
the private sector and they have to pay from their own pockets. This is 
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very unfortunate for our country. According to the Standing 
Committee’s recommendation, there should be at least one public 
sector laboratory in each State, but, it is not there as of now. Let us 
come to the advertisement part of AYUSH drugs. If you go through 
the newspapers and electronic media, you will be surprised to note 
that many such misleading advertisements are still taking place. In the 
last three years, 1109 misleading advertisements have taken place. 
Research is an integrated part of this AYUSH system and rather 
research work should be considered as a must. The Ministry has 
formed five autonomous research councils. I would like to know the 
outcomes of the research works in our country in the field of AYUSH. 
Let us now come to the State-wise list of AYUSH doctors. In many 
states, AYUSH doctors are not available. There is no sufficient 
provision of jobs for these doctors. There is no sufficient budgetary 
allocation by our present Government for promotion of AYUSH. To 
promote each and every individual system of AYUSH, try to open 
more and more medical colleges for them. 

 SHRI AMAR PATNAIK, making his maiden speech, said: 
The Budget has only a provision of one per cent of the GDP for the 
health sector. Given that particular fact, when there is a fifteen per 
cent hike in the Budget of Ministry of AYUSH, it is a welcome 
development. The medical tourism has come up in a big way in Kerala 
for a long period of time, whether in Kottakkal or in Santhigiri. A 
number of foreign tourists come specifically to Kerala for a particular 
time during the year, just to avail this particular treatment. I would 
suggest that we should have a university in Puri which basically 
integrates all the aspects of AYUSH. We are talking about integrated 
medicine system, and, at another particular place, we are talking about 
separate systems. I think, there is no place in India where we have a 
university which teaches all aspects, all branches of the AYUSH, 
together to a particular student. This is one aspect which could be 
considered by the Government. Rs.500 crore  have been allocated for 
the Central Council for Research in Ayurveda, Homoeopathy and 
Unani without really giving indications as to what would be the 
output. In several places, there have been unutilized funds or blockage 
of funds. The mandatory quality check inspections are not being done. 
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This is very serious.  Numerous ambitious projects have been stuck 
due to lack of land resources. We can have a lot of grandiose plans. 
We can have a very high Budget. But all that really does not work if it 
does not get implemented in practice. The number of doctors does not 
go up. The number of beds does not go up. The training of the doctors 
does not take place. The drugs are not stored properly. The drugs are 
not supplied properly and at the right time. The broad philosophical 
orientation of each system of medicine is distinct. The allopathy 
philosophy and the philosophy that guides the entire AYUSH system 
can not be combined. The Ayurveda system largely operates on a 
holistic approach to illness that balances the three doshas, namely 
vata, pitta and kapha and places health in the larger context of social, 
economic environmental and psychological situations. This diversity 
makes it very important to keep in mind while integrating the systems. 
The Siddha, the Ayurveda, the Naturopathy and the Homeopathy have 
different philosophical orientations. These differences in approach in 
various areas of healthcare such as chronic kidney diseases, cancer, 
diabetes, etc. are well known. In the current form, Ayurveda and 
Siddha systems largely derive their knowledge base from traditional 
wisdom, not supported by a body of evidence, as understood by the 
allopathic practitioners. Cross reference is an issue which has to be 
addressed. The Supreme Court has clearly said that cross practice is 
prohibited. Wherever it is going on, it is illegal. The Common Review 
Missions of NRHM have shown that AYUSH practitioners are 
practising allopathic medicines in several States including Uttar 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Bihar. The way forward is at two levels. 
One is at the institutional level and the other one is at the community 
level. At the institutional level there has to be a clear role definition of 
AYUSH practitioners and allopathic practitioners in their treatment of 
patients. And then comes accountability. That has to be specified. The 
second very important thing is that protocols for interactions and 
referrals between the allopathy system and AYUSH have to be 
established. The ongoing standardization and quality control of 
AYUSH treatments and procedures have to be strengthened. An ethos 
of trust and mutual respect between AYUSH and allopathy 
practitioners has to be established which is grossly lacking now. I 
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want to say is that despite all the provisions, more important thing 
which is to be taken care of, is the philosophical issues behind 
integrating these two systems. 

 SHRI RAM NATH THAKUR: I want to know how many 
students took admission in Ayurveda, Unani, Homeopathy in the 
country, how many students did the research work and when the 
government appointed them and if appointments were not made, for 
what reasons and the number of colleges of AYUSH that have been 
opened in the entire Hindustan. We must pay special attention to this. 
There are about 16 lakh MBBS  doctors and 8 lakh AYUSH doctors 
throughout the country. I want to know that whether in the PHCs of 
the villages, where the poor, the oppressed and the victimised 
people live, there are the AYUSH doctors or not? More colleges 
should be opened in Homeopathy, Ayurveda, Unani and there should 
be more admission in them. If the government does not have so much 
money, then private colleges should also be opened. It is my demand 
that the number of doctors should be increased. I would like to request 
that the AYUSH doctors should be appointed to protect the exploited, 
victimised, dalit, desperate population spending less money, and for 
this, the government increase the fund for this  head. 

 DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: The debate has two streams. One 
is about the Government's intention and another is about the AYUSH. 
I would talk about Yoga, first. Yoga is prevalent right back from 
3,000 years, Ayruveda came from Naturaopathy, Vedic literature, 
Samhita, Unani came from Egypt and Babilonia. Siddha is the oldest 
form of practice. It is thousands of years' successful medical practice. 
About 90 per cent of the people in this country practise only 
Allopathy. only six per cent go for the Indian systems of Medicine. 
The present day people are only asking for the evidence. If anybody 
goes out of the Allopathic hospital to Ayurvedic or Unani, or 
Siddha, he/she will certainly see good results. These systems have not 
come into our body system. So this has to get in. As per, WHO Global 
Plan, a plan has been introduced for non-communicable  
disease which includes Traditional, Complementary and Integrative 
Medicine (TCIM) system of India and it  has been said that from 
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this particular plan 25 per cent of the non-communicable diseases will 
come down by 2025. For yoga, the West has started accepting India. 
The United Nation has accepted the 'Yoga Day' We should sit together 
and have informal discussion on its research and colleges. We should 
disperse the perception prevailing among people against Ayurvedda. 
 Alongwith increasing the budgetary allocation, our will power should 
be strengthened and sustained efforts should be made in this regard.  

 SHRI K. SOMAPRASAD: My first request to the 
Government is that more money should be allocated to the public 
healthcare system. The money allocated to this system is not 
sufficient. In this country most people are very poor and their 
condition is very pathetic. They are having very low income. They 
always depend on the Government hospitals. They have no other 
choice. So, the public healthcare system should be improved. The 
formation of AYUSH Department is a very good decision of the 
Government. But, The development of AYUSH fully depends on the 
attitude of the Government.  Ayurveda is a science of life with a 
holistic approach to health. It has the ability to treat many chronic 
diseases. Hence, the evidence-based research is highly needed for the 
global recognition and acceptance of Ayurveda. According to the 
World Health Organization, about 70-80 per cent of the world 
population relies on non-conventional medicines. The Government 
should prepare a timeframe roadmap for the progressive development 
of Ayurvedic education and research. Ayurveda is continuously facing 
constraints and difficulties from regulatory authorities and scientific 
community. There is need for evidence-based researches in this area 
to make the literature adequate. The Government should allocate more 
money for research. That is my main point. 

 PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Today a discussion was 
going on that the goal of NHRM was to revitalise Local Health 
Tradition (L.H.T.). My first submission is that whether it is AYUSH 
or Allopathy, how the so-called small knowledge systems available in 
diversity would be incorporated.  There should be a one-year 
foundation course common to both the streams, AYUSH and 
Allopathy. There have been serious concerns with regard to traces of 
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toxic elements in some of these medicines. There have also been 
serious concerns about the presence of steroids. Allopathy has 
developed a good quality clinical trials. That clinical trial is very 
scarce. We have not achieved adequate success with regard to 
AYUSH. If you want to revitalise the AYUSH, you will have to 
forward with tokenism. 

 SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Ayush means - life. To keep life 
healthy, it is necessary to be healthy. The Ministry of AYUSH has 
been started with the inspiration of our Prime Minister. I want the 
budget of the Ministry of AYUSH to be at least Rs. 10 thousand crore 
instead of Rs. 1500 crores. We knock the door of Ayurveda when all 
the doors are closed. You will need to provide a lot of help in making 
the product of the Ministry of AYUSH. Even today, there are no 
Ayurvedic doctors in the rural hospital, which are of MS and MD 
level. You have not made any separate provision even for 
Panchakarma in the Ayurvedic colleges you have opened. Students 
doing internships from there, they are not getting internship salary till 
date. This is a very thoughtful situation for you. The AYUSH Ministry 
needs to do a lot of research work. Therefore, this is the responsibility 
of the Ministry of AYUSH. You have to prove that this egg is 
vegetarian, or carnivorous. In this country there is a big dispute 
between vegetarian and non-vegetarians, it is the  responsibility of 
your Ministry. Second, do not be confined to drugs only. Turmeric 
and milk have always been very useful to us. A new lete coffee has 
arrived, which is a series of foreign. In America and Europe, now 
there is a turmeric lette coffee that has all the properties of Ayurveda. 
This is the contribution of Ayurveda. The AYUSH Ministry should 
also make new amendments in this way and the new generation 
should also be explained the importance of Ayurveda through this 
medium that this is not our ancient science, it is our life and it has to 
take us forward. Ayurveda is such a lore that even today our faith is 
linked with this. Most of the cancer research is being done today 
through Ayurveda. Today, Ayurveda needs to be strengthened. Now 
AYUSH Health Care Services has started getting insurance cover, 
there are big private hospitals and law should be made to create 
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Ayurvedic department in them. Then only the AYUSH Ministry will 
become the largest Ministry in the country by 2022. 

 SHRI ASHOK SIDDHARTH: The history of Ayurveda, 
yoga, Naturopathy, Homeopathy, Greek, Siddha, etc. related to Ayush 
in India has a glorious history. If we actually look at this educational 
method of the past which has been prominent in the education system 
of India, the budget allocation for it is very low for the country of 130 
crore population. History of Ayurveda in India is very old. Charak 
is known as the Father of Medicine. The name of Charak Samhita is 
particularly prestigious, because Charak Rishi, who was a high 
ranking scientist, has worked to increase the education system by 
making medicines from botanical science. The number of doctors who 
are in this country is very small in proportion to the country's 
population. I have been employed in Uttar Pradesh Government, there 
are Ayurvedic, Homeopathic and Unani Doctors posted. I have seen 
their condition with my eyes and it is very appaling. This is the 
situation of 80 Ayurvedic, Homeopathic and Greek hospitals out of 
100 in Uttar Pradesh. Those who are posted under the AYUSH 
Ministry are in the remote villages. There should be a plan to audit 
them every year. There should be a regulatory body for these 
systems. The Homeopathy and Greek medicine are ment for the poor, 
but the fact is that homeopathy is German medicine and other 
medicines of homeopathy are more expensive than allopathic 
medicine. The government should have a plan to provide subsidy for 
these medicines. There are Ayurvedic, Unani medicinal plants, for the 
protection of these the Indian farmers should be given subsidy by the 
Government. On one hand, our Hon'ble Prime Minister and the 
government discuss with great force about one nation and one tax, one 
nation and one election, but till today, any ministry, specially the 
Ministry of Education or the country's Hon'ble Prime Minister has 
never talked about one nation-one education. We should make a 
similar system for all the methods in the country. The government 
should pay attention to this suggestion.   
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  SHRI JUGALSINH MATHURJI LOKHANDWALA, 
making his maiden speech, said: This is my first speech. I have 
heard a lot regarding the Ayushman scheme. Along with that, we 
should also talk about yoga. On June 21, Yoga Day was celebrated all 
over the world. This was a huge achievement of India. The whole 
world believed that yoga has a lot of benefit for people. The talk 
about medicine in the health which has been mentioned dates back 
to five thousand years. If this had happened 50-60-70 years ago, then 
Ayurvedic physicians would be more in place of allopathic 
doctors today. There are very old herbs in Ayurveda and many people 
have a good point about them to tell the government. We should 
encourage people of our district and taluka to become doctors of 
Ayurveda in good number. Take the country's 130 million people 
together and pursue the concept of Ayurveda. As on today, the 
government gives insurance cover to all the poor people under 
allopathy for treatment upto Rs 5 lakhs. The Government is trying to 
make available medicines to all the sections of society. The 
government is making efforts to provide medicines to everyone under 
the insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs in the country. This government 
is health conscious. 

 SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR: A separate ministry was 
created in the year 1995 for the development of Ayurveda which was 
earlier called Indian medicine system, which included Greek and 
Siddha system of medicine. But its history is very old. We remained 
subject of the British for almost 200 years. Because of this, our 
cultures and practices have ended and this system was also harmed. I 
thank those people who kept the Ayurveda system alive in the 
villages. I do not want to repeat it, but one thing I want to say is that 
the doctors who do BAMS, they also read the same curriculam which 
an MBBS doctor reads. Even today, not much sympathy is paid to 
BAMS physicians as against allopathic physicians. We must eradicate 
this discrimination. As far as medicines are concerned, we have to 
explain them to the people in a scientific manner that they are not only 
herbs but very advantageous. We must certify the properties of these 
medicines in the laboratory. Yoga is not only Ayurveda. Many times it 
comes to reading that Ayurveda has got cancer treatment, so we 
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should do research in this regard and those who treat diseases such as 
asthma, jaundice etc. should be recognized and registered. This skill is 
obtained  by Khanadani people. But they can not fully describe this 
because they are not registered, they do not have validity. I have seen 
the mentality of those doctors that they consider themselves as inferior 
to allopathic physicians. First of all, we have to overcome this 
discrimination. It will not be by merely talking or raising the budget. 
We have to get awareness for this system. Homeopathy is now being 
used at international level. We have limited Ayurveda to India only. 
We suspect the standardization of these medicines, therefore, we must 
standardize the ayurvedic medicines. We should not doubt the power 
of Ayurvedic practitioners. This is a very good system. We learned the 
Vedas through Maxmuler. Similarly, this is also happening in 
Ayurveda. We should not just think of treatment. We also have to 
think about these sub-products. We must recognize them. We should 
avoid discrimination of budget allocation in respect of AYUSH and 
Allopathy, as we can not live in separation. We should also tell people 
about the ill effects of Allopathy. We should also be quiet considerate 
about the employment of BAMS physicians. If we want to develop 
our Ayurvedic medical system, we should increase our budget. We 
should encourage new research in this field. We should honor 
Ayurvedic practitioners, increase their pay, and give them equal status 
as allopathic doctors so that they do not have any inferiority complex. 
Ayurveda is possible to treat malignant diseases. Our government 
should consider to develop this system. 

 SHRIMATI VIJILA SATHYANANTH: The Nilavembu 
Kudineer is a Siddha medicine. It kills dengue virus and protects from 
chikungunya. It had a very remarkable effect. It worked as a good 
cure, and also as a preventive medicine. Studies showed that it is non-
toxic. I want the AYUSH Ministry to recognize, promote and use it 
throughout the country. The Pothigai Hills in the southern part of 
Western Ghats of south India is known as Mountains of the Medicine 
Maker. This area contains several important natural habitats 
of significant value. The Government must upgrade the Government 
Siddha Medical College Hospital, Palayamkottai as a Central 
Research University. 
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 SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA: Homeopathy, Ayurveda, 
Unani, Siddha, Naturopathy and Yoga are the identities of the culture 
of India. There are millions of doctors under this method in the 
country, but this method has not yet been approved by the World 
Health Organization. The budget for these systems is very low. It 
should be increased. There is lack of research facilities in it. India has 
less than one percent stake in the trade of herbal items at international 
level. There are no means available for postgraduate in this field. The 
central government has laid the foundation of a college in Narela, it’s 
construction work should be started soon. To regulate Para-medical 
and nursing, the Government of India should make a Central Council. 
The upper age limit should not be fixed for admission in AYUSH. 

  SHRI K.J. ALPHONS: India is defined in two words - 
Yoga and  Ayurveda. Yoga is a world view. Everybody in this 
universe is one. We all need to work together to make this world 
beautiful. If the whole universe is one, we don't have to look for 
solutions in a pharmacy.  Ayurveda is the solution to our happiness. 
We have everything in place. All that we need to do is we need to 
make these work together. I do not say one system is better than the 
other. As far as tourism is concerned, I think, this system offers the 
greatest potential.  

    

*   *   *   * 
*   *   *   * 
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