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RAJYA SABHA 

_______ 
SYNOPSIS OF DEBATE 

_______ 

(Proceedings other than Questions and Answers) 

_______ 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 / Shravana 03, 1941 (Saka) 

_______ 

MATTERS RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
CHAIR 

1.  Inadequate Rainfall in the Country 

 SHRI C.M. RAMESH : Deficient rains in Southern parts of 
the country continue to push several States into drought-like 
conditions. Seven sub-divisions in the South including Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Marathwada and Vidarbha are 
facing rain deficit. Farmers are finding it difficult to irrigate land as 
they have to start the process of cultivation of kharif crop. According 
to I.I.T., Gandhinagar  over 17 per cent area of the country   is facing 
'severe dry' conditions. Drought has turned acute not only because of 
the poor monsoon rainfall last year, but also due to the mindless 
extraction and mismanagement of the ground water. NITI Aayog, in 
2018 pointed out that groundwater is depleting at an unsustainable rate 
in India. India is the world's largest groundwater extractor. My 
suggestion to the Government is to look into the river linking of 
Godavari, Cauvery and Krishna.  If 5,000 TMC of water is taken  to 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, South India's water 
problem will be over.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)  
___________________________________________________ 
This Synopsis is not an authoritative record of the proceedings of the Rajya Sabha.  
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2. Reconsider Shifting of Lebong Military Hospital  

  SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI:  As per reports, the 
Defence Ministry is planning to shift Lebong Military Hospital of 
Darjeeling to other States in North-East. This unfortunate shifting will 
hit hard on the retired Gorkha personnel. If this hospital is shifted, 
retired Gorkha personnel will have to travel long distance to avail 
ECHS facilities. It would cause immense hardships to those valiant 
soldiers who have served our nation. The reason given by the Defence 
Ministry for shifting has been attributed to low bed occupancy. The 
reality is otherwise. No specialist doctor has been posted there for a 
long time. I request the Government to reconsider the shifting of 
Lebong Military Hospital, Darjeeling and immediately post specialist 
doctor for its best utilization. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

3. Pollution Free India 

 DR. SATYANARAYAN JATIYA: The balance of our 
nature is continuously deteriorating due to on going incessant  
pollution in the climate. Our agriculture is affected due to lack 
of rainfall on time. Hence, there is need to take steps effectively to 
link the rivers. Now this task should be started  in a phased manner. 
Today our cities are getting polluted by harmful gases. Wastes of the 
city are polluting the rivers. The earth also has to be protected from 
pollution. Therefore, a time bound programme should be made to free 
the earth, water and air from pollution. A measure should be taken to 
establish the "Swachhata Abhiyan" as a public campaign in a fast 
pace, so that we can succeed in making our climate clean. 

4. Need to Provide Facilities to Pregnant Women in Trains 

 SHRIMATI KAHKASHAN PERWEEN:  Pregnant women 
have to travel by rail in compulsion. When these women travel, there 
are reports in newspapers that the woman gave birth to a child in a 
train. It is true that there is a lack of doctors. But my demand is that 
such women should be provided first aid in trains so that they can get 
some relief. 
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 (Shri Ram Chandra Prasad Singh, Shrimati Viplove Thakur 
and  Shrimati Vijila Sathyananth associated.) 

5. Forced Conversion of Hindu Minorities, Particularly Girls and 
Atrocities against them in Pakistan 

 DR. KIRODI LAL MEENA: In Pakistan, tendency to 
forcible conversion of minorities, especially Hindu girls by abducting, 
has increased much after the Pulwama Air Strike. It has also been 
revealed that the Sikhs were taken out by entering the gurudwara 
there. Pakistan is not a safe place for minorities in terms of human 
rights.  In order to end the atrocities being done on the  minorities in 
Pakistan, the Government of India should pressurize on the 
international level so that the trend of atrocities, suppression and 
forceful conversion of religion may be prevented. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)   

6. Contract Teachers in Schools 

 SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA:  In many states, 
there are contract school teachers for 12 to 15 years. They are 
regularly serving in the school, but the state government is not making 
them permanent  and no response has been received from the central 
government. Therefore, they are joining the movement while 
struggling. Millions of families are associated with the contract 
teachers. I request the Central Government that it may provide 
financial help to the states to make them regular. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

7. Need for Funds for Completion of Craft Village Project in 
Odisha 

 SHRIMATI SAROJINI HEMBRAM:  Raghurajpur is the 
world famous for handicrafts in Puri district. In year 2015, the 
Government of India had approved a fund of Rs 10 crore for this Craft 
Village Project. So far, a fund of Rs. 6 crore has been released. It is 
requested that the balance sum of Rs 4 crore should be released soon 
so that the Crafts Village Project can be completed. 
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  (Shri Prashanta Nanda, Shri Sasmit Patra and Shri Amar 
Patnaik  associated.) 

8. Need to Give Benefit of Government Schemes to Contract Farm 
Labourers 

 SHRI RAM KUMAR KASHYAP: Due to hard work, today 
we are self-reliant in respect of food grains. The government has 
launched the Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana for the welfare of the 
farmers in which every farmer has to be paid Rs. 6,000 but the farmers 
who cultivate land on the contract, they are not getting the benefit of 
this scheme. We should also think about such farmers. A welfare 
scheme should also be made for them so that they may be included in 
the stream of development. 

 (Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha and Shri K.C. Ramamurthy 
associated) 

9. Discrepancies in Entry Age in Schools in Standard-I across the 
Country 

 SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN: There are 
discrepancies in the entry age to standard -1 in schools across the 
country. In the beginning of the academic year, we witness confusion 
amongst parents and school management over the fixation of the exact 
age to admit a child to standard-1, as the education department in the 
States come out with last minute age criteria. The RTE Act 2009 is 
clear that the entry age for admission to standard-1 would be six years. 
The age criteria does not apply to Kendriya Vidyalaya and it is five 
years there. The parent organizations have started raising their voice 
against this, because they feel that the students in States where the 
minimum criteria is six years, are at an undue disadvantage. They face 
risk of losing out on great opportunities later in life. UPSC 
examinations, the National Defence Academy, etc, set their age 
according to the five year criteria. I urge the Government, that 'one 
nation, one cut off date, and one age' should be fixed for all the 
schools in India. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)   
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 10. Problems of Flat Owners Vis-à-Vis Builders 

 SHRI VIJAY GOEL: Builders have committed fraud with 
middle class people. They have looted these people to buy more land. 
Action should be taken also against celebrities who do advertisements 
as brand ambassadors of these builders. In Amrapali case, the 
Supreme Court, providing relief to the people who bought homes, has 
said that the home buyers would get  their rights first and homes 
should be constructed and provided to them. Hundreds of such 
builders have cheated these innocent middle class people. Many 
builders are not even registered under RERA. There are many 
authorities like Noida Authority and the officers of the banks who are 
also involved in the scams.  Action should be taken against them. The 
issue of regularization of unauthorized colonies in Delhi is similar 
one. Home buyers expect the government to take strict action against 
such builders. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)  

11. Need to Confer Forest Rights on STs and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers 

 SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: The objective of the Forest 
Rights Act is to protect the interests of forest dwellers as also to 
rectify the historical injustice that has been done to the forest dwellers, 
including Adivasis and Scheduled Tribes. Even after thirteen years of 
implementation of the Forest Rights Act, the States are grappling with 
the issues and rejecting the claims of the forest dwellers. In India, 
there are about thirty crore forest dwellers. Out of 45 lakh claims, only 
17 lakh claims have been approved and 28 lakh claims have been 
rejected by the respective States. This high rate of rejection of claims 
of forest dwellers is unacceptable and detrimental to the objective of 
the Act. The Supreme Court, in its recent judgment has given a 
direction to evict all forest dwellers whose claims have been rejected 
though, subsequently, the order of the Supreme Court has been stayed. 
I urge the Central Government to take immediate steps to protect the  
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livelihood of forest dwellers and to accommodate the rejected claims, 
as I am very confident that a majority of them are genuine. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)   

12. Need to Protect Kanwar Lake Bird Sanctuary in Begusarai, 
Bihar 

 SHRI RAKESH SINHA: We are losing our cultural heritage 
and tourist places. Kanwar Lake which is the largest lake in Asia is 
situated at Manjhaule  in Begusarai of Bihar. From November to 
March, millions of  colourful birds of Siberia were come in this lake 
who made this tourist spot a centre of attraction. Today that lake is 
drying up. I request the government to revive that lake so that millions 
of birds coming from Siberia could come back to India. The Ministry 
of Tourism, the Ministry of Culture and the Government of Bihar 
should revive that  lake immediately so that our  this tourist place and 
700 years old heritage can remain safe. 

 (Shri G.V.L. Narasimha Rao and Dr. C.P. Thakur 
associated.)  

13. Request to Withhold the Legislation on Dam Safety 

  SHRI A. AVANEETHAKRISHNAN: The Central 
Government is proposing to introduce the Dam Safety Bill, 2019. The 
proposed draft Dam Safety Bill contain Clauses which violate the 
rights of Tamil Nadu, especially with respect to dams constructed by 
the Government of Tamil Nadu in the neighbouring State and would 
cause various problems in their maintenance and operation. There are 
four dams of Tamil Nadu located in Kerala, These are now under the 
safe custody of the Government of Tamil Nadu. Now, the proposed 
Dam Safety Bill is taking away these rights. It is unfair. It is 
unconstitutional. It is illegal and it would cause a great loss to us. The 
State of Tamil Nadu must be heard before introducing this Bill and the 
existing rights of Tamil Nadu should not be taken away.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)   
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14. Need for An Action Plan to Tackle the Increasing Number of 
Missing Children in the Country 

 DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Over seven lakh children 
have gone missing in the last ten years. In Delhi alone, at least, 
seventeen children go missing every day. These children are trafficked 
for sex trade, begging, and organ grafting. The National Human 
Rights Commission and Supreme Court also have issued guidelines 
for tracing missing children and directed the Government to set up 
Children Help Desk at various public places, including important 
railway stations. The Government has launched various campaigns 
like Operation Smile, Operation Muskaan but the incidents of child 
missing are increasing unabatedly. The Ministry of Home Affairs 
should be in constant interaction with the stakeholders to strictly 
adhere to the guidelines in this matter. Special cell should be set up  to 
address this burning and sensitive issue  and draft an action plan to 
tackle this menace.   

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

15. Concern over the Non-Inclusion of Odisha in the New Railway 
Station Redevelopment Programme 

 SHRI AMAR PATNAIK: Indian railways is planning to 
redevelop some stations to world standards. Out of 41 stations which 
had been shortlisted for inviting expression of interests, there is not a 
single railway station from the state of Odisha. One station from the 
eastern part of Odisha and one station from the western part should be 
included because the western part belongs to the poorest section of the 
society. The revenue model can be integrated with national highways 
project which would attract private investors to invest in 
redevelopment of these railway stations.  

 (Shri B.K. Hariprasad associated.)   

16. Need to Amend the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act, 1985, to Check its Misuse 

 SHRI K. SOMAPRASAD: Necessary amendments are 
required in Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 
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1985. As per the present Section in the Act, quantity up to 1,000 
grams, is treated as small quantity and the offence is treated as 
bailable one. So, the accused finds it very easy to get bail from the 
office itself. The definition of ‘small quantity’ has a very big loophole. 
With the help of this loophole, the same persons and criminals keep 
ganja in small packets of 50 grams or 100 grams and carry less than 
1,000 grams at a time.  This is a very serious issue and it seriously 
affects the younger generation, especially the student community. In 
order to get over this situation one of the remedy is to redefine ‘small 
quantity’ by reducing the quantity from 1,000 grams to 100 or 200 
grams, and exceeding 100 or 200 grams must be included in the 
‘medium quantity’. The offence should be treated as non-bailable one 
and the fine should be enhanced to a minimum of rupees 25,000. The 
most stringent provisions must be incorporated in the Act. The 
Government of Kerala has already requested the  
Central Government to make necessary amendment in the Act. I 
request the Government to take immediate necessary action to amend 
the law.   

  (Shri K.K. Ragesh and Shri Ahmad Ashfaque Karim 
associated.)   

17. Need for Raising a Kalinga Regiment from Odisha 

 SHRI SASMIT PATRA: Odisha  has been contributing 
substantially to the defence of this nation. There has been a long-
standing demand for raising a Kalinga Regiment in the Indian Army 
from the State of Odisha, but it has not materialised so 
far. Considering the contribution of the State to the nation’s Defence 
establishment and to ensure the protection of  eminent establishments 
just like the Abdul Kalam Island, the government should raise the 
Kalinga Regiment.    

 ( Shrimati Sarojini Hembram, Shri Prasanna Acharya 
and Shri Prashanta Nanda associated.) 
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18. Need to Set up Council for Translations of  
Indian Literary Works 

 DR. VINAY P. SAHASRABUDDHE: In the last over 100 
years, not a single Indian literary work has been found fit for Nobel 
Prize. The Government should be working to ensure that the 
nominating agencies are brought here to understand the strength of the 
Indian literature. We don't have good translations of good Indian 
literature in Spanish or in other world languages or languages which 
are recognized by the United Nations and therefore it is pertinent that 
we establish a Council for translation of literary works and start 
courses in translation and give awards to literary works translated in 
UN languages. 

 (The Minister of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare (Shri Parshottam Rupala) associated.) 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

19. Need to Ban Ponzi and Unregulated Deposit Schemes 

 SHRI K.C. RAMAMURTHY: I would like to draw the 
attention of the Government towards the urgent need to ban the Ponzi 
and unregulated deposit schemes. Unscrupulous elements are finding 
Ponzi and unregulated schemes a shortcut to mint money illegally. 
The modus operandi of these promoters is, first, they issue or 
publicize locally through influential agencies and advertise in print 
and electronic media, the common man think that they can get some 
additional income by investing in these deposit schemes. These 
promoters will not enter into any agreement or give sureties . In most 
cases, the address and whereabouts of the promoters will not be 
known. The intention of the promoter is not to do business but to dupe 
people. There is a need to ban Ponzi and unregulated deposit schemes 
in the county and 'enforceable' strict regulations should be put in place 
at the earliest.   
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20. Need for More Bank Branches in West Bengal 

 SHRI MANAS RANJAN BHUNIA: West Bengal 
Government repeatedly wrote to the Union Government and Ministry 
of Finance to set up bank branches in the non banking Gram 
Panchayat areas, but there has not been any progress in this matter. In 
the State Level Bankers' meeting, the heads of the banks repeatedly 
gave assurance in this regard but unfortunately in these areas of tribal 
domination, in the dalit areas, in the Scheduled Caste areas, the bank 
branches are not available for transmission of the Central Government 
projects and the State Government projects. This matter should be 
taken up very seriously for real implementation of the schemes and 
benefits to the beneficiary in West Bengal.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated. 

21. Need for Investigation to Curtail Smuggling of Drugs into 
Punjab 

 SHRI PARTAP SINGH BAJWA: 532 Kilogram heroin was 
seized on 30th June this year on our international border with Pakistan. 
Government had said two years ago that there will be full body 
scanners in Amritsar. But so far it has not made a truck scanner. There 
arms come with narcotics and terrorism comes with weapons. 
Government should arrest people involved in trafficking gangs. The 
government is requested to take this matter seriously. 

22. Need to Begin Construction of AYUSH Hospitals in J & K 

  SHRI NAZIR AHMED LAWAY: Some hospitals have to 
be made by the AYUSH Department in Jammu and Kashmir, but till 
date, no work has started there in the last two years. There is a 
tremendous need for this. There is a fifty-bed hospital which has not 
been completed in the last two years. Therefore, the government is 
requested to take action on this as soon as possible and start the 
process of making the hospital. 
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23. Need to Fill up the Posts of Medical Practitioners in Railway 
Medical Service 

 SHRI P.L. PUNIA: The appointment of doctors in the Indian 
Railway Medical Service is through the Union Public Service 
Commission. In this service, medical professionals are kept on 
contract for completing vacancies. They are not paid salaries and 
additional allowances and promotions. Now, as per order of the 
Railways, their services after 12 years will be terminated. It is not 
possible for them to get appointment in any other department as they 
have crossed the prescribed age limit. They should be adjusted against 
regular vacancy. 

_______ 

RULING BY THE CHAIR  

 MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, on 18th July, 2019 
during Zero Hour Shri Anand Sharma, Deputy Leader of the Congress 
party in Rajya Sabha raised a point of order. 'Quoting Articles 102 and 
191 (2) of the Constitution of India and the Tenth Schedule commonly 
known as Anti-Defection law, Shri Anand Sharma submitted that 
under paragraph 2(1)(b) of the Tenth Schedule, a Member who votes 
or abstains from voting in a House contrary to the direction issued by 
his political party without obtaining the prior permission of, or 
condonation of such voting or abstention by that political party within 
15 days from the date of such voting or abstention, incurs 
disqualification for being a Member of that House. Further, stating 
that the judgement of the Supreme Court of 17th July, 2019, in the 
matter of some MLAs of Karnataka Vidhan Sabha, Shri Anand 
Sharma described it as a clear violation of the Constitution and 
transgression of power and demanded a ruling from the Chair in the 
matter.  

 Responding to his submission, I made it clear in the House 
that I cannot allow his point of order as the matter raised by him was 
not for consideration before the House.  
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 Hon. Members as you are aware, the point of order is a 
procedural device under Rule 258 of the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in Rajya Sabha to bring to the notice of the Chair 
any procedural irregularity being done or observed in the House in 
relation to the Business of the House at that moment. A Member 
cannot raise a point of order on a Business that is not before the 
House. There have been number of instances in Rajya Sabha when the 
Presiding Officers have consistently ruled that the point of order can 
be raised only on a matter which is before the House.  

 In the instant matter, Shri Anand Sharma wanted my ruling on 
the judgement given by the Supreme Court on a matter which is 
between the Speaker of the Karnataka Vidhan Sabha and some of its 
MLAs. This is obviously outside the ambit of Rule 258 of the Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Rajya Sabha.  

 I, therefore, reiterate, what I had said in the House, that this 
matter not being before this House, cannot be allowed as a point of 
order.  

_______ 

GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

 The Minister of State of the Ministry of Development of 
North Eastern Region, The Minister of State in the Prime 
Minister’s Office, The Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, The Minister of State 
in the Department of Atomic Energy and The Minister of State in 
the Department of Space (Dr. Jitendra Singh): I move that the Bill 
to amend the Right to Information Act, 2005, as passed by Lok Sabha, 
be taken into consideration.   

 Shri Derek O’Brien, Shri Binoy Viswam, Shri Elamaram 
Kareem, Prof. M.V. Rajeev Gowda and  Shri K.K. Ragesh moved an 
amendment for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee of the 
Rajya Sabha.  
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 DR. VINAY P. SAHASRABUDDHE: In today's time, there 
has been a commodification of information. And, the weaponisation 
of information has also happened. In many countries, the right to 
 information  has not come into force. Effort is made to stop the 
information there. The entire House has right over this bill. The House 
can make a decision about it on the basis of its discretion. Opposition's 
love for right to information is not true. I believe that there is no 
loyalty or commitment in it. We know that there have been many 
incidents in the history of the country, in which there was 
a requirement to give information by taking the country into 
confidence. It has never been told how late Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
died. There was also an atmosphere of suspicion about the death of 
late Lal Bahadur Shastri. It is being said that there should be a 
scrutiny. Nobody is denying scrutiny. All aspects and points of 
law should be examined and discussed. This is a minor amendment. 
No radical change is being made in the original law. I believe that if 
the decision is made on the basis of discretion then this bill will 
certainly pass. The first problem in the implementation of Right to 
Information is that our information management is not correct. 
Therefore, there are problems regarding the compilation of 
information. There are many such challenges, and this bill is being 
brought to tackle some of those challenges. The system will 
become more streamlined after its passage. It is prudent to reduce the 
term of office of the Information Commissioner from five years to 
three years. Information Commissioner who works under the Right to 
Information Act is not a Judge. Comparing him with the Judge of the 
Supreme Court or the High Court is a big mistake in itself. The 
Government wants to remove that mistake through amendment in this 
law. The Information Commissioner will get the salary decided by 
Government with its discretion. There is not a approach of paymaster 
in this. But this is a basic reform. Many examples of misuse of Right 
to Information have also been observed in the society. Someone uses 
it to blackmail other person. If there is a need for some reforms to 
maintain the purity of the RTI Act, then the people of the opposition 
should not have so much objection to it. Unfortunately, the action that 
should have been taken  in this regard earlier, was not taken. 
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Therefore, this Government had to come forward with these reforms 
before this House.  

 SHRI A. NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN: The Right to 
Information is a very valuable right. The Government has brought an 
Amendment. We need not be afraid of these Amendments. Right to 
Information Commission is only a statutory commission. Nobody is 
having any guarantee with regard to the terms and conditions of the 
Commissioners. The Central Government will take care of it. It is only 
a statutory right. We support this Bill.   

 SHRI ANIL DESAI: I rise in support of the Right to 
Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019. According to the provision 
under Section 13 of the Information Act, 2005,  Chief Information 
Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall hold the 
office for a term of five years or till they attain the age of 65 years, 
whichever is earlier, and shall not be eligible for reappointment. It 
also provides that salaries and allowances and other terms and 
conditions of the services of Chief Information Commissioner and 
Information Commissioners shall be the same that of the Chief 
Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners respectively. 
Similarly, Section 16 provides for the term of office and conditions of 
the services of the State Chief Information Commissioner and State 
Information Commissioner and provides for the term of five years or 
till they attain the age of 65, whichever is earlier and shall not be 
eligible for reappointment.  The salary and allowances and other terms 
and conditions of service of Chief election Commissioner and 
Elections Commissioners are equal to a Judge of Supreme Court, and, 
therefore, the Chief Information Commissioner and State Chief 
Information Commissioner become equivalent to a Judge of Supreme 
Court in terms of salary and allowances and other terms and 
conditions of their service. However, the functions carried out by the 
Election Commission of India and State Information Commissioner 
are totally different. Whereas, the Central Information Commission 
and State Information Commissioners  are statutory bodies established 
under the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. Therefore, 
their status and service conditions need to be considered and 
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rationalized accordingly. By these amendments, the Right to 
Information Act will not be diluted as feared by some people. 

 SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: The proposed amendments 
in the Bill are pertaining to the tenure of the Chief Information 
Commissioner and Commissioners, and State Information 
Commissioner. Earlier, the statute itself had indicated the tenure, as 
well as the salary, which was equivalent to the Chief Election 
Commissioner and Election Commissioners, as the case may be. Now, 
the power is vested with the State Government. I recall that a few 
years back, there was an RTI Movement which resulted in this Act. 
Elaborate discussions had taken place, and thereafter, the enactment 
has been made. Over 60 lakh Indians have used RTI to access 
information and form their opinion. RTI no doubt, till now, has helped 
in making the governance transparent, and has increased 
accountability in administration. Clarification may be given in regard 
to the salaries of the Chief Information Commissioner and 
Commissioners. There are other important issues which the 
information commissions are facing, which could have been addressed 
by this Amendment. The Amendment could have had defined the 
salary of the Commissioners to be such, as may be set by the 
Parliament instead of the Govenrment. The Government would like to 
make a distinction between the constitutional body and the statutory 
body. There is nothing in this Amendment Bill. Therefore, we support 
the Bill. The Government is not doing anything in so far as powers of 
the Chief Election Commissioner or Election Commissioners are 
concerned. We support the Bill. 

 SHRI SHIV PRATAP SHUKLA: I support this bill. There 
is nothing in the bill to be filibustered. The Right to Information Act 
was enacted in 2005 and it was said that from time to time, those who 
are required, they can ask for information by keeping their points 
under the Right to Information Act. Our government is not going to 
tamper with RTI anywhere. Our government has enacted legislation 
on mob lynching. We work to control it repeatedly by law and order. 
The government has not done any thing wrong. The decisions taken 
by the Election Commissioners of the states are entirely Challenged in 
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the High Court, the decisions taken by the Central Election 
Commissioner are challenged in the Supreme Court. The persons 
whose orders are challenged, how will they be recognized equivalent 
to the Judge of the Supreme Court and the Judge of High Court? Our 
government has said that we will review it from time to time. This 
government is a government of public interest, this government is 
a government for the poor. We do not do any communalism. Former 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had sometime also said that it 
should be reviewed. The government is doing the right thing and we 
want to implement RTI Act properly in this country. We do not intend 
to  have any restrictions on RTI, stop them, reduce their rights, reduce 
their rights. The government will not do anything immoral. It will 
amend this law and the amendment on the moral ground and will give 
its people their right.  

 SHRI SASMIT PATRA, making his maiden speech, said: 
This is an extremely important Amendment Bill. Right to Information 
is an important ingredient for the entire process of governance. In 
2005 it was said that the Chief Information Commissioner and the 
Information Commissioners at the Central and the State level would 
hold the office for a term of five years. In the new amendment it has 
been changed that the Central Government will notify the term of 
office for the CIC and the ICs. The Bill states that the salaries, 
allowances and other terms and conditions of service at the Central, 
the State CIC and ICs will be determined by the Central Government. 
These changes should not have any detrimental influence in terms of 
the assessment and the working of the RTI Act, 2005. The Right to 
Information should not be seen from the prism of either politics or 
political parties. It is critical to the overall governance and 
development of the country. The Amendment Bill seeks to have three 
specific areas - one is the quantum of salary, second is the terms and 
condition and third is the tenure. The Amendment Bill should not have 
a detrimental effect. The information flow and the access to 
information of the common citizens of this country is extremely 
crucial for the growth and development of this nation. The RTI comes 
across as that piece of legislation which strengthens them, 
provides them the right kind of platform to question and ask the 
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Government in terms of what are the issues, what is being done, what 
is not being done and builds transparency. We seek an assurance and 
clarification from the Government to ensure that these issues will not 
have a detrimental impact on the overall flow of the 2005 RTI Act. 
Till now, the State and the Centre used to have different powers with 
reference to the RTI Act. But with this amendment, this democracy is 
strengthened when the common man has the right to information, and 
get it in his own time. We hope the Government will ensure that the 
federal system and the polity is taken care of. 

 DR. ABHISHEK MANU SINGHVI: I rise to oppose this 
Amendment. This RTI has become the Not Right to Information, Act 
(NRTI). It is actually trying to control, by a control-free Government. 
It seems such a short Amendment on only two issues. One, it seeks to 
say that the term of office of the Central Commissioners and State 
Commissioners shall be changed from that specified in the Act. 
Second change is that the salaries, allowances and terms of conditions 
which earlier were equal to the Election Commissioners shall also be 
'as prescribed'. So, the entire Amendment is basically two things. we 
added and proposed a constitutional amendment to Lokpal on the 
ground that it will be largely statutory but the status will be 
constitutional. The object of this Amendment is that the Chief 
Information Commissioner should not claim equivalence with the 
Supreme Court Judge. So far as the fixing of age limit and tenure is 
concerned, it should be fixed by the Parliament not by any executive 
orders. By this Amendment, the Government is going to downgrade 
and control the post of Information Commissioner. The government 
needs to refer it to a Select Committee. The government 
should strengthen it to a Constitutional status. 

 SHRI JAVED ALI KHAN: I oppose this bill. We need a 
transparent democracy. Through this amendment, the government 
wants to demolish the right to information, that is why the government 
has not consulted anyone. This government, in principle, forbids the 
exchange of information. This amendment is against the spirit of 
democracy. 
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 SHRI RAM CHANDRA PRASAD SINGH: I support this 
bill. The purpose of Right to Information is focussed. The information 
that the government institutions have, should be accessible to the 
general public. Do not look at everything in negative form. It's role is 
very limited. You are comparing it to the Election Commission, it is 
not right. The general public should get information as well as the 
right to service as in Bihar. 

 DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: I support the Bill. Though I am a 
signatory to the motion for referring it to a select committee, but I 
have withdrawn it. I believe that this amendment will not have any 
impact on the independence of the Commission. But the public 
perception is, we have brought down the status of the Commission. 
The government must keep it in mind. 

   

 *   *   *   * 
 *   *   *   * 

 
Desh Deepak Verma, 

Secretary-General. 
rssynop@sansad.nic.in 
 
****Supplement covering rest of the proceedings is being issued 
separately. 
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