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RAJYA SABHA 

_______ 
SYNOPSIS OF DEBATE 

_______ 

(Proceedings other than Questions and Answers) 

_______ 

Wednesday, July 31, 2019 / Shravana 09, 1941 (Saka) 

_______ 

MATTERS RAISED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
CHAIR 

1. Need to Declare Kanyakumari as the 8th Wonder of the World 

 SHRI A. VIJAYAKUMAR: Kanyakumari is the tip of 
peninsular India where the Bay of Bengal, the Indian Ocean and the 
Arabian Sea meet. It is also referred as "Triveni Sangamam". It is a 
holy place where people give Tarpanam to their departed parents. The 
unique feature of Kanyakumari is the view of Sunrise and Sunset 
where lot of tourists assemble at the shore to witness to breathtaking 
sight. We could witness three different colours at the confluence point 
where three seas join. Local people believe that it is the joining of 
Shiva-Brahma-Vishnu. It will attract foreign tourists and benefit the 
States of Tamilnadu and Kerala. Kanyakumari deemed to be 
comparable to the seven wonders of the world. I urge the 
Government to take steps to announce Kanyakumari, the Triveni 
Sangamam as the Eighth Wonder of the World. 

 (Shri A. K. Selvaraj and Shrimati Vijila Sathyananth 
associated.) 

___________________________________________________ 
This Synopsis is not an authoritative record of the proceedings of the Rajya Sabha.  
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2. Need for Amendment in Divorce Law for Early Disposal of 
Cases 

 DR. C.P. THAKUR: Seeing the bill of Muslim women 
passed, some Hindu women have said that in our case, the case of 
divorce goes on for several years in the Lower court, District Court, 
High Court and the Supreme Court. In this way, it takes around 40-50 
years in the lawsuit. Due to this reason, the woman who initially 
applies for it, reaches the state of menopause. Because of this she can 
not even get married. Therefore, my point is that there is also a need to 
improve and review this also. 

 (Shrimati Viplove Thakur, Shrimati Kahkashan Perween,Prof. 
Manoj Kumar Jha and Shri Ahmad Ashfaque Karim associated) 

3. Need to Review the Fund Sharing Pattern under Post-Matric 
Scholarship 

 SHRI SHAMSHER SINGH DULLO: The government is 
going to change the pattern of scholarship for Scheduled Castes / 
Scheduled Tribes. In the old practice the ratio was 90:10. The Central 
Government provided 90 percent share and the State Government 
provided 10 percent. Now the government is going to review it and its 
ratio is going to be 60:40. The financial position of the states is in a 
very bad shape. In the absence of scholarship by States in the past 
lakhs of students could not get admission in post-matric and graduate 
courses. As a result thereof , lakhs of students in the country had to 
stop their education. Thousands of children are not getting admission 
in Punjab. Therefore, I request the government to stop the review of 
the old pattern and give financial assistance to the States according to 
the old pattern. 

(Shri P.L. Punia, Dr. Amee Yajnik, Shri Kumar Ketkar, Shri 
Rathwa Naranbhai Jemlabhai and Shrimati Chhaya Verma 
associated.) 
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4. Need to Increase M.P. Quota for Admission in Kendriya 
Vidyalayas 

 SHRI AHMAD ASHFAQUE KARIM: Every MP of the 
Lok Sabha has the right to get 10 students admitted in Kendriya 
Vidyalaya across the country. Members of the Rajya Sabha also have 
the right to get10 students admitted. The area of Members of the Lok 
Sabha is limited. They have a parliamentary constituency whereas the 
MPs of the Rajya Sabha belong to the entire State. That is why this 
quota for the Members of Rajya Sabha should be increased. Therefore, 
I urge that the Members of Rajya Sabha should be given higher quota 
so that more and more children of the entire State can get admission in 
Kendriya Vidyalayas. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.)  

5. Faulty Hip Implants by Pharma Companies Resulting in 
Trauma, Injury and Deaths 

 SHRI ANAND SHARMA: In the last one decade, a large 
number of patients in India as well as in other countries have received 
faulty implants, in particular, hip implants, which have caused trauma, 
severe infections and  blood poisoning due to cobalt chromium leaks 
in the hip implants.  These implants have been made by US pharma 
major, Johnson and Johnson, and, these have resulted in organ failures 
and deaths. These implants namely, ASR and Pinnacle had been 
banned globally by the US FDA and by the Australian regulators way 
back in 2010. There implants entered Indian market due to weak 
regulatory laws. In the United States, recently, the same pharma 
company has accepted the compensation cases involving one billion 
US dollars. The Government of India had appointed an expert 
committee which recommended Rs. 20 lakhs as compensation for 
4,000 patients but this company had said that only 66 patients have 
been identified for which Rs. 25 lakhs were agreed by them. We do 
not have a joint registry because of which these pharma companies are 
escaping and evading responsibility. The Government ought to look at 
the regulatory law in our country including the joint registry. My 
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submission is that the Government should bring  law to regulate 
medical devices in India. 

  (Several hon’ble Members associated.)  

6. Establishment of AIIMS like Hospital in Western Uttar 
Pradesh 

 SHRI VIJAY PAL SINGH TOMAR: Uttar Pradesh is the 
largest State in terms of population but health services are lacking 
there on a large scale. There are 25 districts in Western Uttar Pradesh. 
There is only one government medical college and it also lacks 
facilities. In nearby AIIMS, there is no bed available for operation for 
three to four months. I want to urge that an extension of AIIMS may 
be established anywhere in Ghaziabad, Noida, Bulandshahr or Meerut 
in western Uttar Pradesh  . 

 (Shri Harnath Singh Yadav, Shrimati Kahkashan Perween 
associated.) 

7. Income Tax on Disabled Soldiers and Ex-Officers Belonging to 
the Armed Forces 

 SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR: The soldiers are not able 
to get the next rank due to disabilities received during the war. In view 
of their disability, the Congress government did not levy income tax 
on their pension. But the NDA government has now imposed income 
tax on their pension. Defense Minister had said that he has not issued 
any order in this regard, but disabled ex-servicemen are getting letters 
from banks. Their TDS will be deducted at the rate of 20 percent. This 
is injustice to the soldiers. The government should stop charging 
income tax from these ex-servicemen on their pension. 

 (Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha, Shri Husain Dalwai and Shri K.C. 
Ramamurthy associated.)  
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8. Need for Expansion and Upliftment of Navodaya Residential 
Schools 

 DR. SATYANARAYAN JATIYA: Without the 
development of education, social justice and economic justice can not 
be done. Government has launched schemes such as Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan and Literacy Campaign. But the education of villages and 
poor and the education of the city and the rich differ greatly. We 
should end this difference in education. There is no facility for 
children's accommodation in villages. For this, sufficient funds should 
be given, so that the daughters of the village and the poor can read 
well and their development can take place. It is also necessary to 
arrange residential schools. There should be work to enhance 
education by giving more money. Hostel education is very useful 
but facility of reading and electricity is not provided there. The 
Central Government and the State Government should formulate a 
plan together that will upgrade the hostels. The number of Navodaya 
schools should be increased and more and more poor children should 
get admission in Kendriya Vidyalayas. Only then will we be able 
to enhance the level of education. 

 (Shrimati Kahkashan Perween, Shri Harnath Singh Yadav, 
Shrimati Jaya Bachchan, Shri Ravi Prakash Verma and Shri Ranvijay 
Singh Judev associated.) 

9. Revival of Jagiroad and Panchgram Paper Mill under the 
Hindustan Paper Corporation 

 SHRI RIPUN BORA: Jagiroad Paper Mill and the 
Panchgram Paper Mill in Assam are Public Sector Undertakings. 
8,000 employees directly and 20,000 employees indirectly were 
earning their livelihood there, but unfortunately, from 2014, these two 
paper mills have been closed down. Hon'ble Prime Minister had many 
times assured in Assam that these two Public Sector Undertakings 
would be revived by giving a special package but till now this has not 
been done. So far, eight employees have committed suicide. The 
Heavy Industries Minister replied on a question that Rs.4,141 crores 
have been released to these paper mills during 2015-16, 2016-17 and 
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2017-18. Question arises that if this heavy amount was released, why 
the mills are closed still? My demand is to revive these two paper 
mills immediately by giving a special package and a  parliamentary 
team should be sent immediately to see the ground reality and the 
plight of the employees there. I also demand to constitute a CBI 
inquiry to find out where these Rs.4,141 crores have gone. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

10. Incomplete Railway Projects in Odisha 

 SHRI SASMIT PATRA: There is a dire need to improve the 
railway network in Odisha. Several railway projects in Odisha over 
the last twenty-five years continue to languish without appropriate 
allocation. Two projects that have been launched are Jeypore-
Nabrangpur and the Jeypore-Malkangiri line. Both the projects were 
sanctioned, but not a single rupee was spent on both the projects. 
There are many projects that will bring about industrial revolution in 
Odisha. So, I request the hon'ble Minister to kindly expedite these 
projects. Khurda Road-Bolangir new line project is languishing since 
1994-95. I demand that the hon. Minister may kindly take it up very 
seriously. 

 (Shri Amar Patnaik, Shrimati Sarojini Hembram, Shri Javed 
Ali Khan, Shri Bhaskar Rao Nekkanti and Shri Prashanta Nanda 
associated.) 

11. Proposed Outsourcing by the Defence PSUs 

 SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA: Very recently, Defence 
Production Secretary spoke about promoting private sector 
participation in Defence production. Government of India is trying to 
outsource purchasing of components for the Defence factories. OFB 
and Defence PSUs are planning to outsource about 3000 items which 
will give boost to MSMEs sector. This way Government has allowed 
private sector to pitch for useful products that they have developed. 
They are encouraging the private sector to come and invest in the 
Defence sector which is very, very unfortunate. I request that 
Government should not allow the private sector without any scanning 
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inside the Defence factory. If that is done, that will be disastrous for 
our country. I can cite some examples as to how the aeronautic 
organization had suffered. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

12. Insinuating Remarks against Senior Citizens Printed on the 
Railway Tickets 

 SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Railways are extending concessions 
in the fare to the senior citizen passengers. It is written on the backside 
of the ticket, "Are you aware that 43 per cent of your fare is borne by 
the common citizens of the country?" This is insulting. People think 
that the Government has shown a gesture of giving concessions then 
why these insinuating remarks come on the ticket? It is totally 
unwarranted. The country should uphold the self-respect and prestige 
of an individual. That must be ensured by a democratic country. So, I 
urge upon the Government to immediately withdraw these remarks. 
Everyone who is travelling in a train is a common citizen and 
everybody is a tax-payer. No mark of indignation should be made on 
any citizen in this country. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

13. Need for Comprehensive Conservation of Konark Sun Temple 
in Odisha 

 SHRI PRASHANTA NANDA: The Sun Temple is a world 
heritage monument and was built in 13th century. But now it has been 
facing basic problems of conservation. ASI is the custodian of the 
monument since 1939. During the year 2010, an international 
conference was held for effective conservation of the monument. It 
was recommended to take up short-term and long-term measures. The 
preservation of the stone carvings is far from satisfactory. Forty per 
cent of the carved stone has been replaced by plain stone. I would like 
to draw the attention of the Government that a master plan for 
comprehensive preservation of Konark Temple should be prepared by 
ASI in order to ensure its appropriate preservation. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 
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14. Plight of Spinning Mills in Andhra Pradesh 

 SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY:  The yarn from Andhra 
Pradesh is known around the world for its fine quality and is most 
preferred by the European and American markets. But the present 
spinning mills in Andhra Pradesh are facing serious crisis of different 
kinds. They have been forced to cut the production owing to three 
major problems. The first problem is the rise in the cost of production. 
It has already been raised by 25 per cent. The second is of falling 
exports. Our exports have come down across the board. Thirdly, there 
is a need to resolve the administrative problems. The Government has 
eased the process of importing the yarn from other countries which 
aggravates the crisis. The sector also needs modernisation of 
infrastructure. I request the Government to take immediate steps to 
address these issues without any further delay. 

15. Need to Constitute Strong National Investigation Agency for 
Controlling Drug Smuggling 

 DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: About 25,000 school 
children in Delhi's East and North-East districts have turned addicts. 
The drug addict children are committing crimes to buy their drug 
dose. Because of easy availability of narcotic substances, the school 
and college students are lured to drug addiction. This is the killer of 
human life. If this menace is not effectively controlled, it will ruin the 
life of young students. This drug addiction is spreading not only in 
Delhi but all over the country. State Governments are not able to 
control drug smuggling as drug mafia have a network all over the 
country. In the recent meeting of Chief Ministers of five states, there 
was a consensus on the importance of strengthening the information-
sharing mechanism on drug trafficking. There should be a mass 
awareness campaign on drug abuse to reduce the demand for drugs 
and to educate the young generation. The Central agencies should 
coordinate and strengthen the information-sharing mechanism. I urge 
the Central Government to take an initiative and provide all logistic 
support for the joint strategy and have a special cell to coordinate 
these measures to fight drug menace and make the region free of 
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narcotics. I also suggest that an NIA-type agency be given the 
responsibility to deal with drugs. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

16. Need to Connect Railway Line from Varanasi to Ambikapur 
via Chopan. 

 SHRI RAM SHAKAL: Sonbhadra district is the district 
situated on the last end of Uttar Pradesh sharing its boundaries with 
four states. Several power plants including NTPC, NCL of the Central 
Governmen, UPSEB of the Government of Uttar Pradesh  and private 
sector HINDALCO are located here. But even today in terms of 
railway line  the district is very much neglected. I urge the 
government to connect Varanasi to Ambikapur via Choppan by 
railway line. It will ease the movement of public. 

 (Shri Rakesh Sinha, Shri Ram Vichar Netam and Shri 
Ranvijay Singh Judev associated.) 

17. Poor Quality of Mobile Network Services 

 SHRI K.C. RAMAMURTHY:  Nowadays, mobile network 
has become a trauma for people because of the bad communication 
system. Pathetic mobile network has rendered communication of the 
Members of Parliament in the current Session very, very, difficult. In 
September last year even the Hon'ble Prime Minister had to face call 
drops and network problem. He directed the Telecom Department to 
find technology-led solutions to the problem and ensure telecom 
operators offer adequate customer satisfaction. But nothing has 
changed so far rather the network services have worsened. TRAI's 
quality service norms has not been implemented. The Prime 
Minister emphasized that service providers must provide high-level of 
consumer satisfaction. I request the Hon'ble Minister of 
Communications to have a meeting with all the mobile service 
providers and take immediate steps to improve the quality of mobile 
networks in Delhi and in the entire country.  

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 
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18. Increasing Cases of Kidney Rackets Engaged in Illegal Organ 
Trade 

 SHRI PRABHAKAR REDDY VEMIREDDY: Despite 
successive Governments' efforts to stop illegal organ trade, India has 
become one of the biggest and the cheapest countries in the world for 
organ trade.  The organs like kidney, liver and heart are easily 
available. I request that there should be severe action regarding this 
and legislation should be amended in such a way that severe penalties 
which goes up to death penalty be imposed on those involved in these 
rackets. I hope that the Government would amend the legislation in 
such a way that it is stopped. 

19. Request to Change the Name of Bakhtiyarpur City and its 
Railway Station 

 SHRI GOPAL NARAYAN SINGH: A looter named 
Bakhtiyar Khilji came to Bihar in the 12th century. He killed nearly 
two to three thousand Buddhist monks, burned the University of 
Nalanda, whose evidences exist. But even today a city namely 
Bakhtiyarpur and Bakhtiyarpur station is known in his name. I urge 
the Government, especially the Ministry of Railways, to remove the 
name of Bakhtiyarpur station and rename it as Nalanda Road. This 
region is famous for the name of Rajgir and Nalanda. Therefore, I 
request to the Government to remove its name from there and rename 
it in the name of Nalanda or Rajgir. 

  (Shri Chunibhai Kanjibhai Gohel, Shri Kailash Soni and Shri 
Jugalsingh Mathurji Lokhandwala associated.) 

20. Crumbling Infrastructure of Mumbai 
 SHRI HUSAIN DALWAI: Mumbai Municipal Corporation 
had started online (RETMS) complaint system since March 1,2016 to 
keep a check on unauthorised construction. 76,491 complaints against 
unauthorised construction were received but only 4866 were taken 
cognizance of. Though the municipal corporation provides more than 
15,000 notices annually, a removal action is done on only 10 to 20 per 
cent of them. These illegal constructions raise a concern of safety for 
life as they come crumbling down since they had never procured 
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safety standard certificates. Such residents shall never receive any 
state facilities and the situation is similar in all states across India. I 
request the Central Government to provide support to the State 
Governments for better regulation through policies and a special 
division be formed to bind all MCD, DDA and State Government 
together across all States to bring them on common consensus on 
unauthorized building issue. 
 (Shri K. C. Ramamurthy associated.) 
21. Increase in the use of Plastic Causing Threat to Environment 

 SHRIMATI SAMPATIYA UIKEY: The dependence of 
man on the use of plastic and the adverse conditions of non-
destruction of it have created a major crisis for the environment. In 
daily life plastic plate, spoon, glass, water bottle etc. have made easier 
to penetrate the harmful particles of plastic inside the human body. 
Plastic waste has not only made our rivers and ponds toxic, but also 
polluted the water of our use. Therefore, the items used in daily use 
require immediate bans on the use of plastics and the alternative of 
plastic should be encouraged. The government is requested to focus 
on the need to solve the problem of plastic waste. 
 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 

22. Need to Recognize Persons Working in Central Government 
Schemes as ‘Workers’ 

 SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM: More than one crore 
workers engaged in different schemes of the Central Government, 
such as Anganwadi, ASHA, SSA, Mid-Day Meal Scheme, etc. are 
getting a meagre remuneration in the name of honorarium. There is a 
long-pending demand to recognize them as workers. The 45th Session 
of the Indian Labour Conference had recommended to recognize them 
as workers and extend social security and other benefits and not to 
privatize this sector but this recommendation has not been 
implemented so far. I urge the Government to implement the 
recommendation of the 45th Indian Labour Conference. 

 (Several hon’ble Members associated.) 
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23. Need for Adequate Compensation to Farmers for Erecting 
High-Tension Towers in their Fields 

 SHRI SAMBHAJI CHHATRAPATI: Many farmers, 
especially from Khandesh and Marathwada region complained 
regarding unjustified compensation they received for high-tension 
towers erected in their lands. These farmers got only 85 per cent of the 
land value. Due to severe restrictions on various activities under and 
near the towers, farmers are unable to cultivate or use that land for any 
other purpose resulting in low yield. I appeal to the Government that 
compensation paid to farmers must be enhanced to, at least, a 
minimum of two times of the prevailing market rate. Similarly, 
compensation to be paid for land should also be raised to a minimum 
of 30 per cent of land value. I also request the Government to bring 
under the purview of guidelines the sub-transmission and distribution 
lines below 66 KV for compensation and the same be implemented.  

_______ 
SPECIAL MENTIONS 

1. Demand to Reduce Percentage of Disability for Getting 
Benefit of Government Schemes 

 SHRI MANAS RANJAN BHUNIA: Physically challenged 
persons need active support of the Central Government and the State 
Governments. At present, the standing rules and directions say that If 
any physically challenged person does not have 80 per cent of 
incapability, then such person would not get any help from the Central 
Government. This has created a serious situation. The Government of 
West Bengal initiated that persons with 40-50 per cent of disability 
may get all possible support, including financial. The Central 
Government reduce the percentage of disability from 80 per cent to 50 
per cent and provide all possible help, including financial help. I urge 
upon the Government to consider this. I reiterate that the Government 
should reduce the norm which prescribes the percentage of physical 
disability from 80 per cent to 50 per cent for human dignity. 

 (Shri Surendra Singh Nagar and Shrimati Shanta Chhetri 
associated.) 
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2. Demand to Formulate Revised National Education Policy 
Based on Aspirations of Local Communities and Socio-

Cultural Traditions 

 SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM: The revised draft of the 
National Education Policy is in the public domain for some time now 
for eliciting comments from all stakeholders.The students’ 
organizations in Meghalaya find New Education Policy non-
acceptable in toto. They resent dominating status given to Hindi. Their 
demand is that local languages and dialects be given importance at the 
primary and secondary levels. A student assimilates more knowledge 
if he is taught in his native language. The students’ body suggests that 
State/region-based GER should be adopted. They want that more time 
should be given for public debates on this vital issue concerning the 
student community and their aspirations. I urge upon the Government 
to heed to their legitimate plea. 

3. Demand to set up Tribal University in Jharkhand 

 SHRI SAMIR ORAON: There is a need to establish separate 
autonomous tribal university for the higher and proper education of 
tribals. I urge the Government to set up the proposed Tribal University 
for the tribals in the State of Jharkhand. Special assistance should be 
given to tribal communities. This community will be able in joining 
the mainstream of the nation with their development to protect their 
empowerment, dignity and respect. 

4. Demand to Declare Madurai Airport as an International 
Airport besides adding It as ‘Point of Call’ in B.A.S.A. 

with some Other Countries 

 SHRIMATI VIJILA SATHYANANTH: I urge upon the 
Government to declare Madurai Airport as an international airport. 
Madurai is the second-largest city in the State and is the gateway of 13 
South and Central Districts of Tamil Nadu. Every year lakhs of people 
travel from Madurai and other southern districts to Malaysia, 
Singapore, U.A.E., Saudi Arabia and Oman. As of now, Madurai has 
direct flights only to Dubai, Si Lanka and Singapore being operated by 
domestic airlines. 
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SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION 

Need to Ensure Basic Facilities and Affordable Treatment to 
Cancer Patients 

 SHRI VISHAMBHAR PRASAD NISHAD, initiating the 
discussion, said: Crores of people are ailing from cancer in the 
country. Hospitals are limited for cancer treatment and the treatment is 
very expensive. In this regard, we had demanded that every district 
hospital should have basic facilities for the treatment of cancer and 
arrangements for treatment should be at affordable rates. Cancer is the 
world's biggest serious disease. This is a murderous disease. There are 
many reasons for cancer. It grows due to the radiation of mobile and 
use of plastic. There are two systems in this country. Chemotherapy is 
very expensive. One turn of  chemotherapy amounts at least 8 
thousand rupees. There are big hospitals in the country and the cancer 
patients find big queues there and by then the ailing person, who is 
suffering from cancer, dies. Since the hospitals in the country are less 
in number, doctors are less, the surgeons are less and due all these the 
date of operation is fixed at a very long period. The injection of cancer 
cannot be taken by the poor man. One injection amounts to rupees one 
lakh. There is a need to ban fake drugs and adulterated items in the 
country. The most cancerous cancer is occurring in children. The 
WHO is expressing concern that if it is not stopped, then half of 
India's population will be suffering from cancer. The government 
should arrange for free treatment for people living below the poverty 
line. There should be arrangement to prevent cancer, kidney, liver and 
heart related diseases. There is no provision of primary treatment for 
those suffering from any such illness. There is a need to provide 
treatment on the lines of America, London, UK in the country. Today, 
many doctors treat many diseases in the country. They do not know 
the disease, they keep giving medication for a long time. Due to this 
infection cancer is caused. The symptoms of cancer include fatigue, 
moles and warts. Adulterated Milk, cheese, khova, ghee, oil, pulses, 
spices, alcohol and contaminated water are the reasons of cancer. 
There are many medical colleges in the country. There is neither a 
surgeon nor there is a cancer doctor. Sufficient number of doctors and 
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adequate medicines are to be arranged. Cancer is also due to air 
pollution. Motor vehicle bill is coming. There should be a provision in 
this that until parking space is available with an individual he will not 
be sold a vehicle. Among the two big hospitals in the country, Tata 
Memorial is in Mumbai and Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Hospital is in Delhi. 
Such hospitals should be opened in every state. In the last three years 
about 8 lakh people have died from cancer. I suggest that many 
hospitals should be built to treat cancer in the country. In every district 
hospital, cancer doctors, cancer treatment, medicines should be 
arranged. This cancer is not only for the country but it is  world's most 
serious disease. Arrangements should be made for the poor for 
prevention of the cancer. 

SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM: It Seems to be a 
misconception that cancer is a rich man's disease . Like other 
disciplines in medicine, Oncology is not prominent in most of the 
Government hospitals. In the North-Eastern region including my State 
Meghalaya, the incidence of cancer is widespread even among the 
economically weaker sections. People from the North-East region 
suffering from cancer, need to travel far to Kolkata, Delhi, Mumbai 
for treatment as the hospitals in the North-East do not have full-
fledged Oncology departments. We should also lay equal emphasis on 
preventing the incidence of cancer by waking the public. Expert 
medical team is needed everywhere to sensitise people about food, 
lifestyle, causes of cancer. We should have palliative care. When a 
person is in terminal stage of cancer There are very limited facilities in 
the country for this. I urge the Minister to establish palliative care 
centres across the country. One more thing which is very important is 
conducting massive awareness campaigns in newspapers and TV on 
the dangers of using substances like tobacco and gutka. 

 DR. VIKAS MAHATME: The patient gets feeble due to 
mental tension after he is declared a cancer patient. Three things are 
very important in this. Cancer is curable. If cancer is diagnosed early, 
it will be easy to treat. There may be prevention for some cancers. If 
there is high probability of Breast Cancer in women, then 
mammography can be done. Men over thirty years of age can get 
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their blood examined for prostate cancer. The government should 
conduct investigations for cancer prevention. As soon as the diagnosis 
is made about the cancer patient then  every person who comes to 
meet him gives his own suggestions. HIs suggestions are his 
experience but they are not scientifically proved. It is our 
understanding that this is our experience, this experience may be 
correct, but it is not scientifically correct, there is a difference in 
experience and evidence. From the government, as I have just 
said, scientific attitude and scientific temperament should be promoted 
as they are envisaged in the constitution. I would like to congratulate 
the government that it has exercised price control in this field. 72 
formulations of cancer are under price control. As of the essential 
medicines, more than one thousand drugs have come under price 
control. Medical equipment have also come under price control. The 
maximum expenditure is on two things - investigations and medicines. 
For the first time in this country, Modi ji has brought Modi Care 
Scheme for 50 crore people for the first time, which is very beneficial 
because the expenditure which is incurred on the cancer treatment out 
of that Rs. 5 lakhs are borne by the government under Modi Care 
Scheme. Cancer-related public awareness programmes should be 
launched. If cancer is detected at  early stage, it can be prevented and 
it can be treated at a lower cost. To get rid of tobacco addiction, 
rehabilitation centres must be established. 

  PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: The HPV vaccine can 
prevent cancer so this must be included in the National Immunisation 
Programme. Breast cancer counts for the highest death amongst 
women and it can be diagnosed easily at early stage. Oral cancer is the 
most common cancer amongst men, which can be prevented by 
tobacco control. The treatment of all types of cancer is free in Bengal. 
This includes free medicine, radiotherapy and chemotherapy etc. in all 
Government hospitals. I hope the Central Government will take steps 
in line with the Government of Bengal. 
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 SHRI A. K. SELVARAJ: (Spoke in Tamil) 

 SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: The number of Cancer 
cases saw a jump between 1990 to 2016. Cancer has a very serious 
financial implication not only on the individual who is suffering 
from it but on the economy of our country also.  Due to the high use 
of pesticides and fertilizers in cultivation, people are affected by 
Cancer. So, the Government should have a study team for locating the 
area where this problem is very acute. The Government must set up a 
cancer detection institute.  Illegal business of cigarettes and all 
smokeless tobacco should be curbed. The Government should think of 
imposing more taxes on tobacco so that its use can be reduced.  

 SHRI RAM NATH THAKUR: The poor man in his country 
keeps running from village to district headquarters, from district 
headquarters to state headquarters and from state headquarters 
to Delhi for the treatment of cancer. A cancer research institute should 
be opened in every district of the country. The patient should 
be diagnosed there and be treated as well. It should also be checked 
that there must not be any adulteration in food items. Private hospitals 
are very expensive. Investigations are expensive and medicines are 
also very expensive. The government should pay attention to this 
factor. Cancer is spread like epidemic. A cancer hospital should be 
opened separately all over India. 

  SHRI K.K. RAGESH:  This is a very serious issue. Recent 
reports reveal the fact that our country's ranking is third in the number 
of cancer cases after US and China. In our country, every year one 
lakh new cancer cases are reported. Every eight minutes one woman 
dies due to cervical cancer. About 90 per cent of cancer reasons 
are external reasons such as alcohol, tobacco. In Kerala, cancer cases 
are alarmingly increasing. The national average of cancer patients are 
106 on one lakh people. Packaged food and junk food has got excess 
___________________________________________________ 
   Synopsis of speech delivered by hon’ble Member in Tamil will be published separately 
as supplement. 
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chemicals. Certain contaminants are causing cancer. I am requesting 
the hon. Minister to send a special team to Kerala to study the effect 
of cancer in Kerala. The Chief Minister has already approached the 
hon'ble Health Minister to take steps for upgrading Malabar Cancer 
Centre. I am requesting the Government to organize awareness 
programme, also have detection centres in the States and set up world 
class cancer institutes in every State.  

 PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Environmental toxins are a 
major cause of different kinds of cancers the world-over. The 
scientists and doctors in Cuba meticulously worked and produced one 
of the best cancer medicines – Betaferon-B1. We should learn certain 
lessons from countries like Cuba. We have not been able to decide as 
to what quantum of GDP should be allocated to health sector. The gap 
between India and Bharat, particularly in the area of healthcare, has 
increased so much. There are private hospitals. But, the very word 
‘private’ before ‘hospital’ kills the spirit of ordinary men and women. 
We are literally deciding policies only for 5-10 per cent of India’s 
population and not for 90 per cent. Early detection is, actually, the 
finest Silver Line. Healthcare should be a part of Fundamental Right. 
One should legally get it. Our first priority should be the poor which 
we don’t see in our policy paradigm and in our programmes. With 
these words, I conclude my submissions. 

  SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA:  Cancer is the most treacherous 
disease which has become common and costly across the world, 
especially in our country. There are two killer diseases – one is cancer 
and the other one is AIDS. In U.K., health is free of cost, whereas, 
here, the poor man is not able to afford. Disease does not differentiate 
between a rich person and a poor person. This disease is a non-
communicable disease. Mostly, it is detected or diagnosed only at the 
second or the third stage because of lack of awareness. Cervical 
cancer and breast cancer have increased a lot. In the year 2030, it will 
affect, 13.1 million patients who would die because of cancer. I would 
suggest the Minister only two things. Kindly make the medicines cost 
effective. As far as possible, these cancer patients should be given free 
treatment like drugs and chemotherapy. The National Health Policy 
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must have a specific section devoted to promoting cancer 
awareness. A leave of 10 days, starting from a day before the 
commencement of chemotherapy, can be granted to Government 
employees. 

 SHRI SANJAY RAUT: We are discussing a very serious 
and worrying topic. Most people come to the Tata Cancer Hospital in 
Mumbai. I request the government to make arrangements to stay there 
for these people. We are getting weak in battle with cancer. There are 
many cancer patients in nearby villages of Tarapur Atomic Energy 
Center. There is a need to establish a hospital there. If two hospitals 
are established in every state for cancer, people from other states will 
not come here. 

   SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: The burden of cancer has 
doubled in the last 25 years. Unless we take remedial steps in this 
regard, this problem is going to get more and more serious year after 
year. Cancer is not just causing human loss or loss of human 
resources, but is eating into our economy as well. In Tamil Nadu, a 
unique treatment plan was introduced in 2016. The scheme is called 
Vanakkam Amma. There is a custom-built man-mobile screening bus 
and the most common types of cancer like breast cancer, cervical 
cancer and oral cancer in women can be identified in the bus itself. 
Such custom-made mobile vans would be made available in all States. 
The amount being given under the Prime Minister's Relief Fund for 
cancer may be increased significantly. I would request the hon. 
Minister to set up a cancer hospital in Vijayawada which would cater 
to the needs of the Capital and the adjoining districts . 

  DR. PRABHAKAR KORE:  The word 'cancer' itself is a 
very scary word. Cancer treatment itself requires a huge amount of 
money. In Lucknow, the biggest cancer hospital is under construction 
with research centre. I am very lucky that I am the honorary Chairman 
of a 2400-beded hospital. Ayushman Bharat is a very good scheme. 
Still it is not enough because cancer treatment requires lakhs of 
rupees. In the Western Ghats, the Government of India recently 
opened ICMR to carry on research on Ayurveda medicine . Ayurveda 
medicine is very important and very good results are also coming. It is 
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very difficult to get super-speciality doctors in smaller cities. We must 
have a family doctor system. I request the hon. Health Minister that 
we must follow this system of family doctor again.  Today, a patient 
takes so much time in reaching a super-specialty hospital. Most of the 
cancer patients die because of late diagnosis. Research and specialities 
doctors are important. So, the Government should take care of this.  

 THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI GHULAM 
NABI AZAD): Cancer, kidney, heart transplant and liver transplant 
are the killer diseases. It is very difficult for the poor people to have 
that much amount of money to go for the treatment of these diseases. 
As the Health Minister, I had started a Scheme for the first time for 
these diseases. Under this Scheme, Rs.20 lakh were provided per 
patient belonging to BPL category for cancer, heart operation, kidney 
operation and liver transplant. Maximum limit was up to Rs. 20 lakh. 
Non-communicable diseases are diseases which are not contagious, 
which cannot spread from one person to another person, In order to 
prevent the NCDs, the basic thing is the control; not the treatment, So, 
in order to prevent and control major non-communicable diseases, the 
National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, 
Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke was launched in the Eleventh 
Five Year Plan. It was implemented in 100 backward and inaccessible 
districts across 21 States during 2010 to 2012. Under the Twelfth Five 
Year Plan That programme was supposed to cover 640 districts of the 
country. I would like to know what has happened in those 640 districts 
during the Twelfth Five Year Plan. Early diagnosis is important in 
cancer.The patient can be saved after detection in first stage. 
WHO has done so much work in the field of cancer and diabetes-
hypertension. WHO told that diabetes-hypertension and cancer are 
increasing rapidly all over the world. The terrible situation has been 
reported for both these diseases. The highest impact of these diseases 
will be in India. Lifestyle, infrastructure, lack of doctors, lack of 
human resources and negligence towards health will be the reason 
behind this. Every person in Europe goes for doing a health check up, 
but people in India do not pay much attention to it. Tata Memorial 
Hospital was the only hospital under the  Atomic Energy in the 
country. In which cancer treatment was available. In 2012-13, we 
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sanctioned 71 cancer hospitals, including the National Cancer 
Institute, Jhajjar. It was to be the largest hospital in Asia. In its first 
phase, we built ninety rooms within three months and started OPD. 
Apart from that we also approved 20 state cancer institutes. 
We purchased land with 500 crores rupees for additional Chittranjan 
Cancer Institute, Calcutta (number 2). We doubled the amount to be 
given to the Tata Cancer Institute. We also started three-four hospitals 
under nuclear energy. It was a huge step for the infrastructure, but we 
also needed human resources in addition to infrastructure. There was 
an acute shortage of post-graduate specialist doctors for cancer. At 
that time MBBS doctors used to treat cancer. The reason for this was 
the low number of seats in the post-graduate. At that time a professor 
could read only one student. The ratio of student and teacher was 1:1 
in medical education. That means one Professor could produce only 
one MD. We increased its ratio by 1: 1 to 1: 2 and 1: 3. The area in 
which the specialists were needed. In those areas, the ratio was 
increased to 1: 3. In this way we also worked to enhance the 
infrastructure with human resources. In this way, PG seats in the next 
seven-eight years have doubled and tripled. If we talk about 
medicines, generic medicines are the cheapest and best in our country. 
We laid the foundation to increase in infrastructure and human 
resources during the UPA government. Prevention and precaution is 
most important for non- communicable diseases. In order to create 
awareness among people about non- communicable  diseases, we 
had signed an agreement with Doordarshan and Radia under which 
they presented programs about giving information about these 
diseases. These programs were presented in local languages. It was the 
largest program of communication. I will request the government to 
revive the program so that more and more people could 
become aware. 

 SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA: Today, cancer in India is 
spreading like a pandemic. Breast cancer, prostate cancer, throat 
cancer, basal cell and malignant tumour cases are increasing rapidly in 
men. According to the Indian Council of Medical Research,  more 
than 17 lakh 30 thousand new cases of cancer per year are detected in 
India and  more than 880,000  per year are likely to be died till 2020. 
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Experts of AIIMS say that if the initial investigation suggests that 
someone has cancer, then in 70%  cases, cancer is preventable and 
80% is curable. Only 12.5 percent of patients in India are diagnosed 
during the initial investigation that they have cancer. I would like to 
thank the minister that he has capped 30 percent profit on 390 drugs 
and has tried to cheaper those medicines. But those medicines are 
beyond the reach of the common man, they need to be cheaper. There 
is a huge shortage of cancer hospitals in the country. Different types 
of cancer detection centers should be created for early detection. 
Centers such as life saving injections, chemotherapy and radiotherapy 
should be opened separately, so that people can be treated with 
radiation in General Hospitals. We can, by forming committees, treat 
this in a better way through Mohalla Clinics.  

 SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Maximum 
numbers of Cancer patients of our country come from Assam, 
Rajasthan and Punjab. Hundreds of Cancer patients  visit big hospitals 
of  Mumbai or Delhi for their treatment. Treatment of Cancer is very 
costly. Common man cannot afford it. Due to lack of medicines and 
treatment hundreds of cancer patients lose their lives. There must be a 
special Cancer unit in every district hospital in our country with 
Cancer specialist doctors, staff and modern equipment. The 
Government should provide free Chemotherapy and  Radiotherapy to 
the common people. I urge upon the government to  make Dr. B. 
Borooah Cancer Institute of Guwahati a modern and super-speciality 
Cancer hospital.  

 SHRI BINOY VISWAM: India have a number of cancer 
patients and they are increasing day by day.  Today, we have thirty-
one functioning cancer centres in the country with advanced treatment 
facilities but this is not enough. 16 more State Institutes of Cancer 
and 20 Tertiary Centres of Cancer were proposed to be started. But we 
do not know that by when they will be functional. Today everything is 
polluted because money is deciding everything. So this pollution is 
unavoidable. This Government believes in investment-driven 
economy. For what purpose we are destroying the nature and killing 
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the rivers. We spend more on treatment of cancer. Cancer needs 
treatment with allopathic and ayurvedic medicines. 

 DR. NARENDRA JADHAV: I was myself hit by cancer but 
I am coming out of cancer successfully. I would like to say a 
few things. The Cancer is curable and we just need will power to fight 
with the cancer. Apart from this, diet, exercise and regular 
comprehensive yearly check ups are necessary. It is most important to 
listen to the signals that your body is giving.  

 THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT (SHRI RAMDAS 
ATHAWALE): We can see that even small children are cancer 
patients. Our government is working towards eliminating the disease 
of cancer. Everyone should come forward to help for this 
disease. Cancer check ups are very costly  and the common man 
cannot afford such costly investigations. Cancer check-ups should be 
free of cost. To prevent cancer, we should drink plenty of water and 
exercise regularly. Our Modi government has formulated "Ayushman 
Bharat" and there is also a CSR fund for greater help for cancer. It will 
be good if we can spare one crore rupees for cancer treatment out of 
the MPLAD fund. 

 THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE, THE MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY AND THE MINISTER OF EARTH SCIENCES 
(DR. HARSH VARDHAN), replying to the discussion, said: 
Honourable members have expressed their point with very sensitivity. 
I am an ENT surgeon myself and for nearly three decades, I have 
practiced as an ENT consultant.  Science and Technology have a 
solution of  unsolved problems of health. Our Science and Technology 
is doing research on a very broad scale. CSIR is a reputed institution. 
It has approximately 38 laboratories in the country. Some of these 
labs are indulged in biomarkers research. This helps in early diagnosis 
of cancer. The CCMB laboratory of CSIR is working on the molecular 
mechanism of cancer. An anti-cancer drug code named 'IIIM 290' is 
being developed in CSIR IIIM, Jammu. This is a very important 
research.Work on triple negative breast cancer is being done in the 



884 
 

CSIR CDRI located in Lucknow. CSIR-CDRI-IICA-CB-NIST is 
undertaking research on triple negative breast and ovarian cancer. 
Another important part of science and technology is biotechnology. 
Research on cancer biology is being undertaken under this. At present 
our department is financing about 52 big projects. India is the 
founding member of the International Cancer Genome Consortium. 
Under DST, we have approved projects worth Rupees 155 crore for 
cancer research. We all know about Ayushman Yojana. Nearly eleven 
million people of the country get the benefit automatically under this. 
There are about 1,385 packages under this scheme. There is an 
another scheme which is called AMRIT. About 50 per cent  medicines 
and implants are subsidized in it. Around 164 AMRIT pharmacies 
have been created throughout the country, through which cancer 
patients are receiving massive benefits. A component of Our Rashtriya 
Arogra Nidhi is Health Minister's Cancer Patients Fund - it is still 
running the same way. Under this, patients living below the poverty 
line get a lump sum grant up to 15 lakhs rupees. A revolving fund of  
one crore rupees is at the disposal of M.S. in 27 Regional Cancer 
Centres of the country. Rates of 90 per cent of medicines have been 
reduced, including cancer medicines. Over five thousand Jan Aushdhi 
Stores have been set up in the country. New AIIMS will have huge 
cancer departments. 346 districts have State Palliative Care Cells. In 
order to prevent cancer, the Government has re-institutionalized this 
work on a large scale. Under the Ayushman Yojana, the government 
wants to set up 1.5 lakh wellness clinics in the country by December 
31, 2022. For the purpose of screening of cancer, training has been 
imparted to ASHA Workers and Anganwadi workers by providing 
them  Dell tablets etc.  Last year, the government had conducted 
screening of 6.79 crore people in nearly two hundred districts. In this 
screening, oral cancer, breast cancer and cervical cancer was detected 
in 0.21 per cent patients. When cancer is detected, further treatment is 
started with an organized procedure. 
 At present, there are 482 centres for cancer treatment, 
where about 695 tele-therapy machines have been installed. There are 
356 machines for Brachytherapy that is required for cervical cancer. 
The government has built Hospital in Jhajjar and the Prime Minister 
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inaugurated it. The AIIMS has to cater to lots of breast cancer patients 
but now an organized system is being developed to transfer these 
patients from AIIMS to Jhajjar Hospital. The load of the waiting 
list on  patients has been reduced to a large extent. OPD has started in 
Jhajjar's hospital. The cutting edge proton therapy will be provided 
free of cost in this hospital. In its laboratory 60 thousand samples will 
be tested everyday. There is a plan to build a Dharamshala at a cost of 
100 crore rupees  in Jhajjar under the CSR. Research will be 
conducted in this hospital in collaboration  with the major countries of 
the world. Here the randomized clinical trials of the coded drugs have 
been completed, resulting in diminishing of the side effects of 
chemotherapy and this work is also being started for homeopathy and 
Indian system of medicine.  Tata Memorial Center and the 
Department of Atomic Energy  are taking it like a big movement. 
Under the National Cancer Grid, 177 institutions, activists and 
patients' advocacy groups have been linked to this work for providing 
uniform treatment in the country. According to the statistics, there are 
about 40 to 50 cancer patients in rural areas per lakh population, 60 to 
70 patients in semi-urban areas and about 90 to 100 patients in urban 
areas. If diagnosed early, 60 to 70 percent of common cancers are 
preventable. Due to Cleanliness Campaign, the quotient of 
sanitation of the country has increased from 35 percent to 97 percent. 
Due to this, outbreak of diseases has decreased. I want to assure the 
members that we have implemented the schemes that were conceived 
by the previous government. In order to prevent cancer, it is necessary 
to change the  lifestyle  and a campaign should be launched in the 
society against things like cigarettes, tobacco, alcohol and pan masala 
etc.  For treatment of cancer, the Government is working very fast to  
build hospitals and provide  technical support, manpower and 
machines etc.  The member has spoken about the Kolkata hospital. 
The work of the Chittaranjan Hospital in Kolkata at the cost of 500 
crore rupees is nearing completion. The work of other hospitals is 
either nearing completion  or they have been dedicated to the nation. It 
is very necessary to create awareness for prevention of cancer. 
Routine health check-up is necessary for early diagnosis of many 
diseases such as cancer. 

 Discussion concluded. 
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HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION 

Points arising out of the answer given in the Rajya Sabha on the 
24th June, 2019 to Starred Question No. 19 regarding ‘Clean 

Ganga Drive’ 

 SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH: The Himalayas and the 
Ganga are integral part of the Indian civilization. According to the 
policy of the government, dams and tunnels are being built on the 
Himalayan mountains by blasting. 60 crore people are dependent on 
the Ganges for their livelihood. The Ganga flows through 5 states.  
The Ganga has originated from the Gangotri.  Hundreds of water 
streams namely the Alaknanda, the Mandakini, the Pindar, the Dhauli, 
the Kali, the Gauri etc. form the river Ganga. The Ganga is being 
badly affected due to indiscriminate development. Today flow of the 
Ganga is being interrupted due to dams and tunnels. The then Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh ji had stopped the work of many under 
construction dams. In the report of Chaturvedi Committee constituted 
in 2013, it has been revealed that more than 50 percent of Ganga's 
stream is getting affected. If more dams are built on the Ganga, 
then this river will lose its existence. After the Kedarnath disaster, the 
Supreme Court formed an expert committee. The dams cause 
irreparable damage to the Ganga environment. Today there is no 
shortage of electricity in India, so the work of building dams and 
tunnels should be stopped. The flow of the Ganges is being 
interrupted. Our glaciers are melting fast. If this situation persists, then 
the Ganga will dry and the Ganga will be like a seasonal river. I would 
urge you to stop the construction of these dams and 
tunnels immediately to let the Ganga flow uninterrupted. 

 THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
JAL SHAKTI AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT 
(SHRI RATTAN LAL KATARIA) , replying to the discussion, 
said: The Ganga is the symbol of our civilization and culture. The 
Ganga is not a matter of faith only, it also provides the livelihood to 
millions of Indians. The Ganga is worshiped as a living Goddess in 
our country. Understanding the importance of the Ganga, the 
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government is committed to ensure its purity and uninterrupted flow. 
The government conceived the "Namami Gange" project. The 
government has allocated twenty thousand crore rupees for this 
project for the last five years.  

Effective efforts are being made to ensure prevention of 
pollution,  afforestation, development of the river banks, protection of 
biodiversity, introducing new technology and creating public 
awareness etc. under the Namami Ganga Mission. Now 299 projects 
are being implemented at a cost of about 28,481 crores. The biggest 
source of pollution in the river is sewage, which is being addressed 
effectively. The long term operation and maintenance of the STPs etc. 
have also been made part of the projects. Government has started a 
multi-dimensional and comprehensive programme for the cleanliness 
and uninterrupted flow of the Ganga. For this, illegal mining will be 
banned on the bank of the river, the work of unwanted construction 
will be stopped and appropriate quantum of water for agriculture will 
be used. Work is also being done in the Ganga basin for the protection 
of water sources, such as waterfalls, ponds etc. The Matra Sabha plays 
a big role for it. There are 70 projects of hydropower on the Ganga 
river. Out of it, 19 projects were completed and work was being done 
at 7 projects. The 7 projects that are currently running, their case is 
still under consideration of the Supreme Court. As soon as a decision 
is delivered regarding it, the work will be done accordingly. The 
government is also working in this direction that there is 
no interruption in the flow of the river.  

Discussion concluded.  

*   *   *   * 
*   *   *   * 
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****Supplement covering rest of the proceedings is being issued 
separately. 
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