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PREAMBLE

Gujarat State Commission For Women has been constituted on
16/2/2005 under the Gujarat State Commission for Women Act, 2002.
The Commission has succeeded in addressing various issues concerning
women with its progressive functioning in a span of its 18 years of
existence. The numbers of applications being received daily by the
Commission has witnessed increase with acceleration in awareness for
resolving grievances with help of the Commission as a pre-litigation
process before resorting to complex legal process for resolution of issues
of women. With active role being played by the Chairperson and Members
of the Commission, it has become possible to have expeditious justice and
process of disposal of cases. Office of the Commission has also
contributed well in conducting hearing of the complaints and preparing
reports by visiting scenes and places of untoward incidents by playing vital
role for achieving objectives of the Commission. Motivational efforts
and dedication of the Chairperson, Members, Officers/employees of the
Commission has significantly contributed for successful campaign of
creating legal awareness by organizing Legal Awareness Seminars on the
women-oriented subjects.

Toll Free Helpline 1800-233-1111 has been made operational by the
Women Commission for assisting women and for their guidance. Women
from all corners of the state are benefited with guidance through this
Helpline. I wish the Commission to play effective role in reaching out to
the needy women.

K. K. Nirala (1AS)
Secretary
Department of Women and Child
Development,
Gandhinagar.
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PREFACE

Gujarat Act No. 12 of 2002

Gujarat State Commission for Women has been constituted under the
Act as published in “Gazette of Gujarat” (in English) on 6™ day of April,
2002. The objective of this Commission is protecting constitutional and
legal rights of women. Economic, Social, Educational Development of

women is area of operations of the Commission.

3)
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CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMISSION

Gujarat State Commission for Women came into existence through Notification dated
16/2/2005 issued by the Government of Gujarat whereby constitution of the Commission was also
determined which is as under. Total number of members of the Commission shall be 12 including
Chairperson and Members and ex-officio Member Secretary.

(1) Chairperson: A female Chairperson to be appointed by the Government of Gujarat who shall
be a reputed lady committed for the cause of women.

(2) Five members : The members to be appointed by the State Government from amongst skilled,
honest and reputed women those who have served for the cause concerning women and
holding experience in the fields of legal or legislative, Sociology, Women Nutrition and
Empowerment, Trade Union, management of industry or organization working for skill
development for enhancement of employment skill of women or management of voluntary
organizations for women (including women activists) experienced in economic development,
health, education of social welfare for women, provided one of such member should be
amongst women of Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe community and one of the member
should be an advocate.

(3) Ex-officio members :
(1) Director General of Police, Gujarat State.
(2) Secretary, Department of Women and Child Development
(3) Additional Chief Secretary, Finance Department
(4) Secretary, Legal Department
(5) Additional Chief Secretary, Health and Family Welfare Department

(4) Member Secretary : An officer to be appointed by the State Government not below the rank of
Joint Secretary to the Government.



STRUCTURE OF ADMINISTRATION

While constituting the Gujarat State Commission for Women vide Government of Gujarat
Notification dated 16/2/2005, its administrative structure has also been defined, which is as under.

Chairperson
l
Member Secretary
!
Under Secretary
l
== !
Accounts Officer Research Officer
! !
(Accounts, Establishment and Registry (Application Branch)
Branches) l
!
Sub Accountant Senior Clerk (2)
! !
Junior Clerk Junior Clerk

Functioning of the office has been divided mainly into four branches keeping in view
activities of the Commission.

(1) Establishment Branch : All works pertaining to Establishment and administration including
administrative orders related to appointment leave and pay, Confidential Reports and
transfers.

(2) Accounts Branch : All accounting and financial works related to activities of the Commission
including pay bills and all other types of bills and Budget related work.

(3) Application Branch : All works related to functioning of the Commission (except Accounting
and Financial)

(4) Registry Branch : Inward/ outward of posts, stationary and miscellaneous purchases (postage
stamps), maintaining of dead stock register and record etc.

For providing guidance on family problems to women at the Commission, a Legal Officer
holding Sanad for Advocate and a Social Counsellor holding degree of Psychology are also being
appointed on Out Sourcing basis.

In addition to the above posts, posts of Principal Private Secretary, Gujarati Stenographer
Grade-3, Clerk-cum-Typist, Receptionist-cum-Telephone Operator, Computer Operator, Driver
have been also sanctioned for administrative work of the Commission. Four posts of Peon have also
been sanctioned.



ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION

The commission shall have following function namely.

(1) To examine all matters relating to the safeguards provided for women under the constitution
of India and other laws.

(2) To present to the state Government annually and such other times as the commission may
think, fit, report upon the working of such safeguards.

(3) To make in such reports recommendations for the effective implementations of such
safeguards for improving the conditions of women by the state.

(4) To review from time to time, the existing provisions of law relating to women and
recommend amendments there in for the purpose of providing remedial legislative measures
to meet with inadequate provisions of such laws.

(5) To take up the cases of violation of the provisions of the constitution of India and of other
laws relating to women with the appropriate authorities.

6) To look into complaints and take suo- motto notice of matters relating.
p g
(a) Matters relating to deprivation of women's rights.

(b) Matters relating to non-implementation of laws enacted to provide protection to women
and to achieve the objects of equality and development.

(c) Non-compliance of policy decisions, guidelines or instructions aimed at mitigating
hardships and ensuring welfare and providing relief to women and to take up the issues
arising out of such matters with appropriate authorities

(7) To call for special studies or investigations into specific problems or situations arising
out of discrimination and atrocities against women and to identify the constraints so as to
recommend strategies for their removal.

(8) To undertake promotional and educational research for the purpose of
(a) Suggesting ways of ensuring due representation of women in all spheres.

(b) Undertaking promotional and educational research to identify factors responsible for
impeding their advancement, such as, lack of access to housing and basic services, inadequate
support service and technology for reducing drudgery and occupational health hazards and for
increasing their productivity.

(9) To participate and advise on the planning of socio economic development of women.
(10) To evaluate the progress of the development of women under the State.

(11) To inspect for cause be inspected a jail, remand home, women's institution or other place of
custody where women are kept as prisoners or otherwise, and to take up with concerned
authorities for remedial action, if necessary.

(12) To provide fund for litigation involving issues affecting a large body of women.

(13) To endeavour to promote through the media a more positive image or balanced depiction of
women in society and continuously to interact and try to educate the public opinion through
media to enhance sensitivity to gender issues and bring about gender parity.

(14) To Any other matter which may be referred to it by State Government.



APPLICATIONS

Gujarat State Commission for Women has been receiving various types of applications
concerning women for inflicting physical and mental torture, sexual harassment, demand of dowry,
unnatural death due to dowry, abuse, marital disputes, kidnapping, service problem etc. The
Commission received such types of total 1711 applications during the period from April, 2022 to
March, 2023 and clubbed with backlog of 70lapplications, there were total 2412 applications
before the Commission out of which 1750 applications have been disposed. Proceedings are
pending in respect of 662applications.

Performance during the year 2022-2023

Pendency | Applications Applications Under
Sr. during received Total disposed process
Month . S : at the
No. last during the | applications | during the end of
month month month
month
1 | April, 2022 701 153 854 256 598
2 | May, 2022 598 143 741 97 644
3 | June, 2022 644 162 806 126 680
4 | July, 2022 680 126 806 122 684
5 | August, 2022 684 124 808 107 701
6 | September, 2022 701 191 892 226 666
7 | October, 2022 666 118 784 79 705
8 | November, 2022 705 125 830 106 724
9 | December, 2022 724 142 866 168 698
10 | January, 2023 698 132 830 74 756
11 | February, 2023 756 120 876 117 759
12 | March, 2023 759 175 934 272 662
Total : 1711 2412 1750




VISITS / TOURS

Member secretary of the Gujarat State Commission for women attended the foundation day
of the National Commission for women held in New Delhi on 31/01/2023.

ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION

Following activities / works are being undertaken by the Gujarat State Commission for
Women :

(1) N.R.ICell

(2 Nari Adalat (Women Court)

3 NariSammelan

4) Women Legal Awareness Seminars

(5) University Seminar

(6) Action of petitions about complaints / representations related to atrocities to women.
@) Hearing

(8) Review Meetings (Meetings with Police Commissioner, Superintendent of Police and
officers of other Departments)

9) Toll Free Helpline
(10)  Services of Social Counsellor
(11)  Meeting / visit (Suomotto)

(12) Review of press reports.

Detailed activities thereof are as under:-



(1) NRI Cell

As the number of people moving from India to live abroad increases, number of cases have
been observed in some areas of the State arising out of issues related to break up of marriages with
non-resident Indians.

In August-2008, NRI cell is created by the State Government considering the case of the
problems faced by the girls who married a non-resident Indian in the State of Gujarat. After
marrying the girl, the NRI husband leaves the girl alone without fulfilling his responsibilities and
leave for abroad leaving the girl in distressed condition. In such cases it is recommended to proceed
as per Interpol agreement.

»  In many cases a very large amount of dowry is taken from the wife at the time of marriage.
And after receiving it,the in-laws and her husband grab the money and all the in-laws go
abroad.

»  Many times the husband is already married abroad, and by marrying the woman here, he takes
her abroad for spending her life like an unpaid servant. due to such bad conditions there, the
woman has returned.

»  In aunilateral manner, the husband divorces the woman (in India) abroad.

For simplifying such issues, an NRI Cell has been set up at Women Commission to guide
the victimized women here. Legal advice is given to her after getting the information from them in
prescribed format and duly verifying it by the Commission. And from here, it is recommended to
the Police and National Commission for Women/Ministry of Overseas to take appropriate action in
the case of husbands and in-laws residing abroad.

Check-list and form prescribed for N. R. I. Cell are as under :

Note : Gujarat State Commission for Women conducts hearing of NRI cases and facilitate for
divorce through reconciliation and to return Stri-Dhan.



N.R.I
Checklist

Photo of
Applicant

Details of Applicant:

Name of Applicant :

Date of Birth :

Age:

Education Qualification :
Permanent Address :

Present Address :

Passport number of Applicant :
Contact Number :

Mobile :

Residence :

E-mail :

Details of Husband:

Full Name of husband :

Date of Birth :

Age:

Education Qualification :

Address :

India :

Abroad :

Present address of service / business
Contact Number :

Mobile :

Residence :

E-mail :

Since how much time is in abroad :
Passport number of husband :

(Copy if available)

Photo of
husband




3. Joint Details:

Name of family member of applicant who went to abroad :
Name of country :

Since when staying :

Name of the family member of husband/In-law :

Name of country :

Since when family members are staying in abroad? :

Whether husband of applicant went to abroad :  Yes No
If yes then in which country? :

Since how much time he is in abroad?

Whether came back to India? Yes No

If yes then for how much time he came to India, specify the duration.

Description in short regarding the untoward incident took place with husband since the
time of marriage :

Whether the untoward incident happened in India
Whether the untoward incident happened in abroad.
Name age and details of present education of children :

Others details given by applicant regarding her in-laws i.e. Name, address, and details of
her relationship with them shall be mentioned:

4.  Legal Details :

Legal proceedings initiated by the applicant against husband and in-laws : Yes No
If yes then details be given :
Details of Legal Proceedings :

Details of court For what Present Status

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT




APPENDIX-1

Additional information to be furnished with Memorandum of Registration of Marriage in case both
the parties are residing abroad (NRI) or one of them is settled abroad.

1. Full name of Groom :
Full name of Bride :

2 Full address of groom (of residence abroad)
Full address of bride (of residence abroad) :

3 Passport Number of Groom :
Passport Number of Bride :
(Enclose certified copies of passport)

4 Particulars of holding of Visa of respective
country :

Groom :

Bride :

5 Validity of visa : Visa Number : ..................
Groom : From............. To oo,
Bride : From............. TO o,

6 Details of N. R. I. Status :

Groom :

Bride :

(Enclose certified copies of concerned
document in support of status)

7 Social Security Number :
Groom :
Bride :
(Enclose certified copies)
8 Particulars of Voter Card or Alien

Registration Card of NRI Groom / Bride :
(Enclose certified copy of concerned card
in support of details furnished)

9 Qualification :
1. Groom :
2. Bride:
Designation :
1. Groom :
2. Bride:
E-mail address :
1. Groom :
2. Bride:
Mobile Number :
1. Groom :
2. Bride:
Address of employer :
1. Groom :
2. Bride:
Phone number of employer :
1. Groom :
2. Bride:




10 Names and full addresses of two close
relatives of groom/bride who are residing

abroad :-
1. For Groom :-
(1) Name :

Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

(2) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

2. Bride:
(1) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

(2) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

11 Names and addresses of two reputed
citizens of the State :
1. For Groom :-
(1) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

(2) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

2. Bride:
(1) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

(2) Name :
Full address : (provide all details for
locating easily)

12 Signatures of groom / bride submitting | Signature of Groom : ...............
memorandum of registration of marriage.

Signature of Bride : ..................

Note : Certified copies of necessary documentary evidences in support of above information must
be enclosed. Appendix-1 is to be filled only by NRI party/parties.
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(2) Nari Adalat :

Nari Adalat is an informal justice system in operation for the women and by the women. It
provides opportunity to women for resolution of their grievances at their doorsteps without
knocking doors of the courts of law. They get justice without any cost, expeditiously, impartially
and with self-respect.

For conducting proceedings of Nari Adalat, a Samata Committee is being constituted by
selecting women members from respective Taluka only. Members of Samata Committee are
imparted para-legal type of training whereby they are being trained to conduct hearing and
adjudication of the cases. Cases in Nari Adalat are being decided by this Samata Committee.

Following issues concerning women are being resolved in Nari Adalat :
(1) Domestic violence

(2) Domestic disputes

(3) Suspicion and Distrust

(4) Harassment by liquor addicted husband
(5) Marrying another woman

(6) Divorce

(7) Disputes pertaining to property and land
(8) Custody of child

(9) Abduction

(10) Alimony, Stridhan

(11) Teasing

(12) Dowry, Witch practices

(13) Any Other cases related to women

The State Government has started this ambitious scheme to open Nari Adalat in all the
Talukas of State in phases since 2012-13. Total 237 Nari Adalats have been granted approval till
year 2018-19. 33 Nari Adalats managed by women associations prior to 2012-13 were subsequently
transferred under the Women Commission. Thus, total 270 Nari Adalats including 248 in different
Talukas and 22 in 8 Municipal Corporations have become functional till date by Gujarat State
Commission for Women under this project. This scheme is also included in the Mission Shakti
program of the Women & Child Development Department of the Government of India.

(3) Women’s Conventions (Nari Sammelan) (Year 2022-23)

In all, 37 Nari Sammelans (women conventions) have been organized in Taluka / Corporation
areas during the year 2022-2023 for publicity and awareness of Nari Adalat project launched by the
Government. These conventions were attended by 10915 women.

11



Women’s Convention programs

Sr. Date District Taluka / Corporation No. of programs
1 31/03/2022 Bhavnagar Talaja 1
2 22/07/2022 Mehsana Unjha 1
3 28/07/2022 Amerli Khambha 1
4 02/08/2022 Banaskantha Dhanera 1
5 23/08/2022 Patan Radhanpur 1
6 25/08/2022 Vadodara Savali 1
7 29/08/2022 Navsari Chikhali 1
8 30/08/2022 Kutch Bhachau 1
9 30/08/2022 SabarKantha Idar 1
10 30/08/2022 Bhavnagar Mahuva 1
11 31/08/2022 Junagadh Vanthali 1
12 07/10/2022 Bharuch Jambusar 1
13 10/10/2022 Banaskantha Dantiwada 1
14 11/10/2022 Mehsana Visnagar 1
15 11/10/2022 Arravali Modasa 1
16 11/10/2022 Gir Somnath Kodinar 1
17 12/10/2022 Anand Tarapur 1
18 13/10/2022 Arravali Dhansura 1
19 13/10/2022 Kheda Kapadwanj 1

20 13/10/2022 Jamnagar Jodiya 1

21 14/10/2022 Kutch Rapar 1

22 15/10/2022 Sabarkantha Prantij 1

23 19/10/2022 Valsad Pardi 1

24 31/01/2023 Narmada Nadod 1

25 15/02/2023 Navsari Jalalpur 1

26 21/02/2023 Junagadh Keshod 1

27 27/02/2023 Mehsana Bachuraji 1

28 27/02/2023 Dang Ahwa 1

29 02/03/2023 Morbi Wankaner 1
30 10/03/2023 Patan Sarswati 1
31 11/03/2023 Ahmedabad Viramgam 1
32 12/03/2023 Banaskantha Deesa 1
33 18/03/2023 Kheda Nadiad 1
34 20/03/2023 Anand Anand 1
35 27/03/2023 Botad Gadhada 1
36 28/03/2023 Morbi Morbi 1
37 29/03/2023 Kutch Mandavi 1

Total 37

(4) Women’s Legal Awareness Camps :

Camps have been organized for creating legal awareness for women amongst women
representatives elected to the local self government bodies of the State and other women. During the
year 2022-23, total 07 such Legal Awareness Camps were organized as under where more than
1398 women participated.
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Sr. Date District Taluka / Corporation No. of programs
1. 03/08/2022 Banaskantha Palanpur 1
2. 25/08/2022 Gandhinagar Gandhinagar 1
3. 26/08/2022 Vadodara Vaghodiya 1
4. 30/08/2022 Surat Bardoli 1
5. 30/08/2022 Patan Sidhpur 1
6. 14/10/2022 Bharuch Bharuch 1
7. 16/02/2023 Ahmedabad Dholka 1
Total 07

(5) University Seminars :

The State Government has taken a decision to organize seminars in Universities of the State
for legal guidance to girls and boys students.

(6) Complaints / representations concerning atrocities to women :

After constitution of the Women Commission, total 29371 applications have been received by
the Commission till 31/03/2022 out of which 28709 applications have been disposed and 662
applications have been forwarded to concerned departments seeking their reports.

(7) Hearings :

Total 17 hearings were conducted by the Commission during April, 2022 to March, 2023 on
the applications received for resolution of grievances concerning domestic and marriage-related
issues of women, and both the parties were called for hearing in 85 such cases.

Statement showing hearings conducted during the year 2022-23

Sr. No. Month Date of hearing Cases heard

1 April-2022 - -
May-2022 - -

3 June 2022 08/06/2022 5
10/06/2022 5

15/06/2022 5

17/06/2022 4

24/06/2022 5

4 July-2022 06/07/2022 6
08/07/2022 5

13/07/2022 5

15/07/2022 5

20/07/2022 5

5 August-2022 03/08/2022 5
05/08/2022 5

24/08/2022 5

6 September-2022 07/09/2022 5
14/09/2022 5

16/09/2022 5

21/09/2022 5

7. October-2022 - -
8. November-2022 - -
9. December-2022 - -
10. January-2023 - -
11. February-2023 - -
12. March-2023 - -
Total 17
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No. of hearings : 17
No. of cases heard : 85

(8) Review Meeting :-

Applications received by the Commission are being forwarded to concerned offices for
necessary action on it. However, review meetings are considered necessary sometimes keeping in
view pending number of cases since Action Taken Reports are not being received on time and for
this, Review Meetings are being conducted at the Commission for disposal of pending petitions.

Date Place Particulars

27/03/2023 Gandhinagar | A Review meeting was held with Police Officers and other
officials for the pending cases of the Ahmedabad district at
Gandhinagar under the chairmanship of member secretary.

(9) Toll Free Helpline — 2022-23 :

Tall Free Helpline Number 1800-233-1111 is available with the Commission for extending
help to women during office hours. More than 484 women have been extended help through this
helpline during year 2022-23.

(10) Social Counsellor: - 2022-23 :

After hearing the petitioners visiting the Commission office personally, they are given
necessary guidance / information by the Counselor on their issues. More than 84 women have been
helped through this Counseling service during year 2022-23

(11) Review of Press Reports: 2022-23

The Commission initiated suomotto proceedings on the basis of news items published in daily
newspapers and TV media. Accordingly, more than 133 such cases have been initiated during year
2022-23.

Government Central Press, Gandhinagar.
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