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1653 hours 
SHRI B. MANICKAM TAGORE (VIRUDHUNAGAR): Sir, thank you, for giving 
me the opportunity to speak on the discussion on the Water (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024. 
 I stand here to raise my concerns regarding this Bill that amends one of 
the very core environment Acts of this country, which is the Water (Prevention 
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. The intent of this Government to bring this 
Bill is very clear  decriminalise and let go of the violators that pollute the water 
resources of our country. This is a Bill against the children of our country. This 
is a Bill against the culture of India itself where we worship environment as God. 
This Bill is against the federal nature of this country itself. 
 Sir, it has not been long since this Government passed the Jan Vishwas 
Bill which contained similar provisions that decriminalised violations of the Act 
governing air pollution. We all know air pollution is a very big issue in Delhi. I 
doubt what the Government is proposing to do in the name of Ease of Doing 
Business. I vehemently stand today to warn the Union Government that the 
opportunity cost of passing this Bill is the access of our future generations to a 
pollution-free and disease-free life. 

With the recent laws being introduced and passed by this Government, it 
is evident that the Government has no respect for the environment of this 
country. Therefore, I may take this moment to remind this Government of the 
Subhash Kumar vs. State of Bihar case in 1991. The Supreme Court in this case 
had strongly ruled out that the right to pollution-free water and air is a 
fundamental right under Article 21. Subsequently, the right to a pollution-free 

to Life, and all the law 
courts within the Indian territory are bound to follow the same. 
(1655/AK/MY) 

I am surprised that this Government has no regard for this verdict. I would 
like to state that the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 
2024 is just another attempt to align the 1974 Water Act with the current 
anarchist policies of the Government and that is to disarm the State 
Governments, to bring everything under the Central Government's control and 
under the control of Delhi. Now, the new Bill is aimed at shifting the powers of 
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the State Governments to the Central Government regarding the Constitution of 
the SPCBs.  

Let me explain that these powers in terms of appointment of Chairman of 
SPCBs, terms and conditions of service of the SPCB Chairman, and 
appointment of Adjudicating Officers will now be vested with the Central 
Government. The major issue of this shift is that the elected State Governments 
will be losing their authority over critical decisions that impact the functionality of 
the Bill. 

Further, the Bill has been amended in Section 27 of the principal Act to 
insert a provision that gives the Union Government the ultimate power to issue 
guidelines regarding matters relating to grants, refusal or cancellation of consent 
given by any State Board for the establishment of any industry, its operation or 
process or treatment and disposal system. It is also mentioned in the Bill that 
every State Government should act according to orders/guidelines issued by the 
Central Government. This is a clear move to overpower the decisions of the 
State Governments. 

The proposed Bill grants the Central Government the authority to exempt 
certain industry categories from the obligatory need to obtain consent for 
discharging industrial waste into water bodies. This highlights a concern that the 
current Government, for its own interests, might enable influential industries in 
polluting water bodies similar to the perceived empowerment of individuals like 
Adani Group who are accused of exploiting people and resources for personal 
gain. 

Further, granting certain industries exemptions by the Central 
Government to release industrial waste into water bodies raises growing 
environmental concerns. With minimal oversight and these exemptions, the 
unrestricted discharge of industrial waste poses a significant risk of water 
contamination in lakes, rivers, and groundwater. This could eventually render 
the water unsafe for the surrounding communities and pose threats to any 
nearby forest cover or the wildlife dependent on these water bodies. 

One of the major concerns the Bill poses is the omission of imprisonment 
for repeated offenders under Sections 24, 25 or 27, which previously ranged 
from two to seven years of imprisonment. This removal raises concerns about 
the effectiveness of State-level deterrence against industrial pollution and 
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provides big leeway for repeated offenders. In the earlier draft of the Act, 
imprisonment of repeated offenders served as stringent consequence for 
violating environmental laws, compelling industries to take compliance seriously. 
With the absence of such stringent punishment currently, there is a risk of 
diminished accountability allowing offenders to potentially evade significantly by 
merely paying substantial fines. 

I am surprised that the Government has decriminalized serious offenses 
such as failure to comply with such orders issued by a State Board or courts on 
emergency measures in case of pollution of a stream or a well. Also, offenses 
such as failure to intimate the occurrence of any accident or other unforeseen 
events and damages caused to any work or property belonging to the Pollution 
Control Boards, etc., which are grave in nature have been replaced with 
penalties. It means that those who have money can get away with the 
consequences. In the name of building a spirit of ease of living and ease of doing 
business, the Government is surrendering the shield against environmental 
pollution.  

cornerstone of democratic governance lies in the Government trusting its own 

suggests otherwise that this Government is entrusting the country's environment 
with their business friends. We all know how strong Modi ji's friendship exists 
with the crony capitalists.  
(1700/UB/CP) 

The current Government often highlights the 'Namami Gange' initiative as 
one of its initial commitments, with Prime Minister Modi expressing a personal 
duty to serve Maa Ganga by aiming to clean the sacred river. Unfortunately, it 
appears that these efforts have fallen short, and the condition of the Ganga 
remains a cause for concern. Despite promises, Ganga stands as one of the 
world's most polluted rivers, with approximately 80 per cent of pollutants 
originating from untreated industrial and household effluents.  

According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), a mere 37 out 
of 222 monitoring sites along the Ganga give water suitable for bathing. This is 
how their deceptive promises made to the citizens of India work? It is noteworthy 
that, despite consistent expressions of concern by the Supreme Court, the Delhi 
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High Court, and the principal bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
regarding environmental issues in the National Capital Region, including the 
state of the Yamuna river, air pollution, and waste management, only one 
conviction under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, took 
place in 2017. The limited number of convictions suggests that the fear of 
criminal prosecution is not serving as a sufficient deterrent.  

Given the highlighted concerns in the draft Bill, it appears that the intended 
purpose of the amendment may not be fulfilled. But the need of the hour is to 
evaluate the existing structure and institutional capabilities of SPCBs rather than 
diluting the battle against pollution itself. Also, the Government should note that 
merely increasing the Centre's powers with the SPCBs is not the right path, and 
will not render effective without addressing the basic problem. Without 
enhancing their institutional capacity and competence to exercise these powers, 
no amendments in the Bill will prove effective.  

Therefore, I end my speech by suggesting this Government to focus on 
addressing the shortcomings in existing regulatory institutions, instead of 
constantly coming up with new hollow laws that derail the entire 
governance structure. 

(ends) 
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(1705/SRG/NK) 
1705 hours 
SHRI D.M. KATHIR ANAND (VELLORE): Sir, thank you for giving me this 
opportunity to speak on the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Amendment Bill, 2024. 
 Sir, though this Bill has been brought in consonance with air pollution, 
when you read between the lines, the clauses of the Bill suggest that it really is 
a draconian law. I know that the Bill will be applicable in the States of Himachal 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and the Union Territories, but I know for sure that this Bill 
is going to be amended or expanded to other States in India. 
 I will go into it clause-by-clause. The first issue is about the consent for 
exemptions for industries. The Bill specifies that the Central Government, in 
consultation with the Central Pollution Control Board, may exempt certain 
categories of industrial plants from obtaining such consent. In any State, 
whenever they have to start an industry, they will approach the State Pollution 
Control Board. The State Pollution Control Board will look into the possibilities 
and feasibilities and the water pollution measures; then only they will give the 
consent. Now, they say that the Central Pollution Control Board simply can 
issue an order. If at all the Government of India proposes to issue a pollution 
certificate to an industry which is set up in a State, and if that plant causes any 
pollution discomforts or water pollution, who is answerable? The State is 
answerable. The public will walk into the premises of the State Government or 
the State authorities or the Panchayat and they will be questioned. But the 
Central Government will keep quiet and they will not interfere into these kinds 
of things. So, this is a draconian law that says that the Central Government 
can issue any kind of a consent to any industry without the consent of the 
State Pollution Control Board. This is a very bad thing in this Bill.  
 Secondly, the Bill also adds that the Central Government may issue 
guidelines for the grant, refusal or cancellation of the consent granted by the 
State Pollution Control Board. If at all a State Pollution Control Board has 
already given a consent to an industry, that consent can also be cancelled by 
the Central Pollution Control Board. What is this? Where are we going? Now, 

control consent given by the State Pollution Control Board, after taking into 
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account all the rules and regulations can be cancelled by the Central Pollution 
Control Board. So, this is a draconian law. 
 Thirdly, I come to the issue of Chairman of the State Board. The State 
Pollution Control Board is an autonomous body. Now, the Central Pollution 
Control Board will come to the State and say, `this is how you have to appoint 

choose who is going to be a Vice Chancellor or a Chancellor of a University. 
Then the next person from the Central Government will come and he will say, 

have to appoint the Chairman of the  State Pollution Control Board. So, this is 
a draconian law. You are taking away all the rights  of the States.  
 Another point is that the State Pollution Control Board will issue 
directions to immediately restrain any activity which is leading to discharge of 
polluting material in the water bodies. Whenever there is a mishap in a State, 
the State Pollution Control Board impose a fine or penalty or even 
imprisonment depending upon the crime situation or depending on the incident 
happening. Because of this Act, the Central Pollution Control Board will walk 
into the State and say, `no hereafter you will not impose any kind of an 
imprisonment  
(1710/RCP/SK) 
 All you can do is only impose a fine of Rs.10,000 to Rs.15 lakh.  So, they 
are now taking away the punishment category also.  Regarding the penalty for 
offences, under the Act, an offence for which the punishment is not explicitly 
specified is punishable with an imprisonment up to three months or a fine up to 
Rs.10,000 or both.   Whenever something happens in the State, that is against 
the State Pollution Control Board, they will impose a fine of Rs.10,000 or both 
or whatever it is.  Again, the Central Pollution Control Board is walking into the 
shoes of the State Pollution Control Board and they are saying that no, we will 
only prescribe what is going to be in the provisions.  You cannot arrest anyone 
even if there is a great calamity or whatever else has happened.  
 This Bill allows the Central Government to appoint adjudicating officers 
to determine the penalty.  They are going to appoint adjudicating officers to 
examine what has happened.  The officers must be of the level of a Joint 
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Secretary to the Central Government or the Secretary to the State 
Government.  What is the role of the State Government in appointment of the 
adjudicating officers?  T
unwarranted.  They have stepped in again saying who is going to be the 
adjudicating officer.  Now, tell me, I am asking this august House.  A State is 
autonomous which is taking care of its own business. But the Centre is walking 
into each and every parameter, each and every instance of a State.  They are 
infringing upon its autonomy.  Regarding the entire constitution which is 
happening, we are demoralised.   
 Now, I come to cognisance of offences which is a very interesting part of 
the Act.  Whenever any fault or malpractice occurs in the State Pollution 
Control Board, earlier the officers who were all connected with the crime used 
to be punished.  Now, under the new amendment Bill, the Central Pollution 
Control Board is telling the State that if at all there is a crime or if at all there is 
a fault in the Pollution Control Board in granting licences or whatever it is, the 
action will be taken only on the Chairman of the Board where he will be liable 
to pay the penalty equal to one month of his basic salary.  So, there is no 
punishment.  Even 10 officers may have jointly done the crime.  Still the 
punishment is going to be the basic salary.   
 Running a State is difficult.  In each and every State, they are going here 
and there to bring in investments, bring in funds and other things.  But the 
Centre is infringing upon all the things.  They introduced GST and took away 
all our money.  They introduced NEET and took away all our autonomy in 
giving medical seats.  Take for example Dam Safety Bill, National Education 
Policy, Citizenship Amendment Bill, three farm Bills, Multi-State Co-operative 
Societies Bill, Criminal Procedure identification Bill, Electricity Amendment Bill, 
Delhi Municipality Bill, Indian System of Medicine Bill, National Medical 
Commission Bill, Airports Authority Bill, Major Port Authorities Bill and Motor 
Vehicle Bill.  They are taking away all the rights of the State.  
 Our Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is travelling here and there to invite 
investors to the State.  I am talking generally for other States also.  Chief 
Minister of each and ever State, the State Cabinet run here and there to invite 
people to come and invest, to start industries in their State.  But if this kind of a 
big brother attitude is there where they say you can do this, you cannot do this, 
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It is not possible.  Therefore, I would request the Minister to recall this Bill and 
 

In Tamil they used to say; my Chief Minister always says: 

people. People expect only the State Governments for their day-to-day needs. 
 

If this kind of a big brother attitude is going to continue, then you will lose 
all the States.  Today, you may be a big brother.  You are very powerful.  But 
tomorrow, you may need to sit this side while we will sit there.  You will again 
face the same thing.   

I will finally conclude with four lines in Tamil.  (Interruptions) 
*Do not think those who cheat will always have good time. Do not forget how 
many days lies will support you. One day the situation will change. Election will 
bring that change. 

 Thank you. Vanakkam. 
(ends) 

 Original in Tamil 
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(1715/PS/KDS) 
1715 hours 
SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, thank you 
very much for giving me this opportunity to speak on this Bill, out of turn on my 
request. 

Sir, I strongly and vehemently oppose this Bill. This is a draconian 
legislation as far as environmental protection is concerned. So, I fully support 
my learned brother who has just now spoken about it. This Bill is being 
introduced, and also being taken for discussion, in a very light manner. I have 
gone through the debates of the Rajya Sabha also. Unfortunately, it is missing. 
I would like to know from the hon. Minister what is the intent of the Bill. In the 
name of ease of doing business and in the name of ease of living, you are 
taking away the entire federal principles of the country, the Constitution. Also, 
environmental protection laws and ecological protection laws are being 
violated. That is the reason why I strongly oppose this Bill. This is a very 
simple way in which it is being introduced but its impact and consequences will 
be very high. The ramifications will also be very high.  

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, if you go through the history to know why this law 
was enacted, it is very clear that on the basis of the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment held in the year June 1972, three Acts were 
enacted -- Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, Air 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986. Those were the landmark legislations the Parliament had passed 
subsequent to the Independence and subsequent to this international 
conference. Also, this Bill is coming to the House on the basis of the 
resolutions passed by two Legislative Assemblies -- Rajasthan Legislative 
Assembly and Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly. They have passed 
resolutions. I would like to know from the hon. Minister when these resolutions 
were passed. Normally, this comes in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
When were the resolutions passed by the Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan 
State Assemblies? Politically, I would like to know about it. It is not there in the 
file. It is not there in the record. It is not there in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. They are also relinquishing their rights and powers to have their 
control over prevention and control of water pollution. 
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 Hon. Chairperson, Sir, I am opposing this Bill on two counts. The first one 
is that the principles of federalism are violated, and second one is that the 
environmental protection laws are being violated. Now, the whole world is 
sensitive to ecological and environmental protection. Strong demand is coming 
from the public to have stringent environmental laws so as to protect the nature 
as well as to meet the requirements in future. All the hon. Ministers were very 
vocal in supporting the protection of environment and ecology. I had attended the 
UNFCCC Conference also. After that also, we had a discussion under Rule 193 
in which you appeared to be a very strong advocate for environmental protection. 
But we have never expected such a law from the hon. Minister like Shri 
Bhupender Yadav ji.  
 Hon. Chairperson, Sir, global warming and climate change are the hot 
topics for discussion in international forums. In the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change conference, all the nations including India took 
pledge to mitigate carbon emission. We have decided to reach zero carbon 
emission stage by 2070 and we are planning our programmes to achieve that 
target. Even the hon. Prime Minister has made a very specific statement in the 
UNFCCC where we are committed to have zero carbon emission by 2070 and 
the programes are being planned. 
 Carbon emission can be abated by mitigating the pollution, both water 
pollution and air pollution. Both water pollution and air pollution are having their 
own impacts on the carbon emission. There is no doubt about it. But it is 
surprising to note that the Government is coming up with a legislation to dilute 
the law relating to the prevention and control of water pollution just to satisfy the 
interest of the industry in the name of ease of doing business.  
(1720/SMN/MK) 
 See, if you go through the entire legislations particularly during the time of 
NDA Government of the last ten years, almost all the legislations are in the name 
of Ease of Doing Business. The Environment Protection Act, 1986, Forest 
Conservation Act, Wildlife Protection Act and the Water Act have already said 
that these are all the landmark legislations of Independent India. We are able to 
protect the existing forest coverage only because of the stringent provisions of 
the Forest Conservation Act. Similarly, we have the Environment Protection Act 
and the Wildlife Protection Act.  
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 Suppose you think that there was no Forest Conservation Act, if there was 
no Environment Protection Act, what would be status of the Indian forests now? 
In the Wildlife Protection Act, stringent and strict provisions are there.  That is the 
only reason by which the forest coverage area is protected to an extent and also 
Wildlife Protection Act is still there. Otherwise, the situation would have been 
different.  
 But here in this Bill, you are decriminalising the offences coming under the 
Water Act. The dilution of these Acts are being done in the name of Ease of 
Doing Business and Ease of Living. If you critically examine the ten years of BJP 
Government in office, the Ease of Doing Business is done at the cost of 
environment and at the cost of the labour. It is quite incidental that both Ministries 
are being held by the hon. Minister. All these Ease of Doing Businesses are at 
the cost of the labour and at the cost of the environmental laws. Here also, the 
same thing is happening. So, I would like to know from the hon. Minister whether 
you are interested in protecting the labour or capital over the environment or the 
business community or the industry.  Why is this legislation coming? Only one 
answer is to safeguard the industry, that means it is for Ease of Doing Business.  
 Sir, now I come to the provisions. By virtue of various provisions in the 
Amendment Bill, all penal provisions have been freed from imprisonment and will 
be replaced by penalty except Sections 25 and 26. That means they are totally 
decriminalising the penal provisions of the existing bill. What is the need of 
imprisonment? You are well aware as a learned lawyer because it is a deterrent 
punishment. Imprisonment is a strong and stringent punishment so that the 
persons will be deterred from doing a crime against the ecology, environment 
and against humanity. That is the reason for which imprisonment is taken away 
except in the case of Sections 25 and 26. It reads:   

categories of industries from the requirement of prior consent before 
 

 It is an absolute discretion with the Central Government. That is why, my 
learned friend is just saying that the decriminalisation or requirement of getting 
prior permission before starting an industry, permission has to be obtained from 
the State Pollution Control Board. That is not required. The Central Government 
is empowered to exempt the requirement of getting prior permission so as to 
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start an industry in my district Kollam. What does it mean, Sir? This is a 
centralisation of power.  
 Sir, you also belong to my district. In my district, if an industry has to be 
started and if that industry is exempted from getting the prior permission from 
the concerned authority, then that can be decided from Delhi. What does that 
mean? What is the intent of the Bill? Let the hon. Minister explain. Whom are 
you protecting? Which industry do you have to protect? That is why, I am using 
the saying that it is draconian. The grant, refusal or cancellation of consent by 
any State Board to establish and operate any industrial unit, Central 
Government is authorised to issue the guidelines. That is also there which I 
have already explained.  
      An order of adjudicating officer is there. Adjudicating officers are appointed by 
the Central Government.  Adjudicating officer is a rank which is just below the 
rank of a Joint Secretary. Such an officer is being appointed by the Central 
Government and there is no limit for the number of adjudicating officers. The Bill 
is also very vague. It can be interpreted in any way. How many adjudicating 
officers will be there? Kindly see this. An appeal from the adjudicating officer will 
lie to the National Green Tribunal. If a common person approaches the National 
Green Tribunal, how much cost does he have to incur? These are all the issues.                          
The water borne diseases in India is increasing day by day.   
(1725/SM/SJN) 
 Sir, not less than four crore Indians are suffering from these diseases, 
leading to nearly four lakh fatalities every year. Water pollution is the main 
reason for this. This is the right time to protect the environment. We have to 
make the environment related laws more strict and stringent so as to protect the 
environment, ecology and also the pure water. Right to save water is a 
fundamental right. The Right to Life is envisaged in Article 21 of the Constitution. 
When the time has come for having a stringent legislation for protection of 
environment and prevention of water pollution, this Government and this 
Parliament are passing a law only just to dilute the water pollution law and 
decriminalise it. The industries are being pleased by this step.  
 Therefore, I strongly oppose this Bill. I urge upon the Government and the 
Minister to kindly send this Bill to the Parliamentary Standing Committee to have 
a close scrutiny of the Bill. With these words, I conclude my speech. Thank you.  

(ends) 
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1727 hours 
SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA VISWANATH (KAKINADA): Sir, I convey 
my thanks to my leader Shri P.V. Midhun Reddy for giving me this 
opportunity to speak on the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Amendment Bill, 2024. I support this Bill. It is a very important Bill 
because all the people, farmers and animals are facing the problem of 
water contamination.  
 Many hon. Members have raised many issues. I would like to give 
some suggestions. First and foremost, we must establish a strict 
enforcement mechanism to hold industries accountable for their actions. 
It is essential to implement stringent penalties for those found violating 
environmental standards including fines, suspension of operations and 
even criminal charges for repeated offenders.  
 Furthermore, we must empower our regulatory bodies with 
necessary resources, authority of monitoring, enforcement and 
compliance of laws effectively.   Promoting pollution prevention 
technologies is a paramount need in our efforts to minimise the 
discharge of pollution into water bodies. By encouraging industries to 
adopt environment-friendly practices and technologies, we can 
significantly reduce the impact of pollution on our water resources. This 
could be achieved through incentives such as tax breaks and subsidies 
for companies investing in sustainable practices.  
 Sir, we must prioritise the protection of our citizens from 
contaminated water. Utilising penalties collected under this Bill to fund 
initiatives aimed at de-polluting water bodies and addressing water-
borne diseases is essential. Allocating money to the Environmental 
Protection Fund for this purpose will ensure that resources are allocated 
effectively to tackle this critical issue.  
 Integration of existing programmes relating to environment is 
crucial for maximising our impact and leveraging available resources. By 
aligning with initiatives like National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), we 
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can effectively coordinate our efforts and ensure a unified approach 
towards environmental protection. Collaboration between different 
Government Departments, agencies and stakeholders is key to the 
success of our endeavours.  
 Lastly, establishing robust monitoring and reporting requirements is 
essential for tracking progress and promoting transparency. Mandating 
regular monitoring and reporting of water quality parameters will enable 
us to measure the effectiveness of our pollution-reducing efforts. 
Furthermore, establishing mechanism for public access to water quality 
data and information will foster accountability and trust among the public. 
Thank you, Sir.  

(ends)     
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(1730/RP/SPS) 
1730 hours 
SHRIMATI PRATIMA MONDAL (JAYNAGAR): Sir, on behalf of my party All 
India Trinamool Congress, I strongly oppose this draconian Bill, the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024.  
 Sir, the country has seen the quality of its water bodies drastically 
decline due to unfettered urbanisation, industrialisation and resulting discharge 
of waste and toxic pollutants over the past decades.  Many articles and 
research papers have been published over many years showing innumerable 
water bodies across India becoming toxic and simply poisonous.  The rivers 
like Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari, Ghaggar, and Gomti are the most polluted 
rivers in India.  Under the Ganga Rejuvenation Programme, despite spending 
over Rs. 32,000 crore since 2014, the latest revelation by the Jal Shakti 
Ministry holds that 71 per cent of the monitoring stations in Ganga have 
reported very high levels of fecal coliform earlier this year.  The National Green 
Tribunal found that untreated waste water or sewage continues to be 
discharged in the holy river Ganga unabatedly.  
 Back in 2018, the Composite Water Management Index released by the 

facing high to extreme water stress, about two lakh people dying every year 
due to inadequate access to safe water, and the situation has only going to get 

 
 Sir, in 1988, some amendments were made to bring in stringent 
penalties like an increase in fines and imprisonment under Section 41 of the 
Water Act.  But the amendments were proposed to reduce the burden of 
compliance, decriminalise environment violations by removing imprisonment 

 
 So, my question to the hon. Minister is this.  What constitutes a simple 

There have been cases of children being born with disabilities due to their 
proximity to polluted water bodies as well as increasing cases of cancer which 
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manifest after months and years of a water body being polluted.  This is a 
question of national public health, and the lives of Indians are at risk.  So, 
please help me to understand hon. Minister, how do you determine a simple 
infraction and over what period of time when it comes to polluting such a 
valuable resource as water without which life itself is impossible.  
 My second question to the hon. Minister is this.  Will the proposed 
increase in fine increase the cost of non-compliance over the cost of 
compliance?  The upper limit for the penalty specified in the amendments is 
not enough to deter polluters with enormous resources from polluting.  My 
request to the hon. Minister is that it should be not less than Rs. 10 lakh which 
may extend upto Rs. 50 lakh.  It is also not clear how the penalties will be 
calculated as the revisions have not established any formula or guidance.  
While higher penalties are definitely required, penalties alone will not be 
sufficient.  These amendments, if passed, will bring about a situation where 
polluters will continue to pollute and simply pay the fines instead of investing in 
proper waste management and waste treatment facilities.  That is why, it is 
important that imprisonment must be there, at least in extreme cases where 
damages done to any water body are irreversible and there are clear cases of 
people in the surrounding areas developing serious illness due to consumption 
of water from that waterbody.  
(1735/NKL/MM) 
 Sir, the amendment also proposes to create a water pollution 
remediation fund from the penalties collected from the violators, while a part of 
the fund can be used for the purpose of providing compensation to the affected 
parties.  
 Sir, how do you determine affected parties in case irreversible damage 
is done to a water body rendering it unfit for consumption?  (Interruptions) 
Once it is polluted and the damage is irreversible, the toxic substances filter 
into the ground water as well as the soil, penetrating the whole connected 
ecosystem. So, affected parties cannot just be the people who suffered the 
consequences immediately but also the future generations who will be 
impacted in the decades to follow. Therefore, we need laws and amendments 
that will oblige companies to mandatorily treat their waste, and if they do not do 
so, they shall not only pay fines but also go to prison in extreme cases.  
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 Sir, when it comes to funds from penalties collected, they shall be 
dedicated not only to compensate all the affected parties adequately but also 
towards building new infrastructure and technology that can restore the quality 
of water in our lakes, rivers as well as the ground water.  
 Sir, I would like to conclude by reminding this Government that 
uncontrolled growth is never a good thing. For example, in human body, 
uncontrolled growth is synonymous of cancer. In the same way, the pursuit of 
unchecked industrialisation and economic growth, no matter whatever price we 
pay, is cancerous for the future of our country. The present Government is 
concerned only with short-term gains and passing amendments like this. It will 
only make it easier for industries to pollute our precious water bodies, 
endanger more and more species of flora and fauna and risk the health of 
crores of Indians. We are sitting on a public health time bomb, and the current 
Government is leading us into a very dark and worrisome future by multiplying 
and adding to the already existing problems instead of solving them.  
 Our fellow Members from the Opposition mentioned about the power to 
issue guidelines. I can only say that the intention of the Government is only to 
centralize power by snatching the power from the State Government which is 
not a good sign for democracy. So, Sir, I once again must say that we the 
Members of Trinamool Congress strongly oppose this draconian Bill.  

Thank you.  
(ends) 
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(1750/SNT/KN) 
1750 hours 
SHRI ANUBHAV MOHANTY (KENDRAPARA): Sir, today I am standing here on 
behalf of my Party the Biju Janata Dal to speak on the Water (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024. 
 Sir, this amendment has come after 50 long years. I welcome it on behalf of 
my Party. But at the same time, I have a few suggestions to make here, through 
you, to the hon. Minister.     ,          

,       I will just in brief point out some recommendations 
and suggestions. A recent RTI reply revealed that no penalties have been collected 
under the Water Act for two years from 2020 to 2022 in Kerala. This corelates with 

lodged under the Water Act over the past two years in the State. This is really 
surprising as this means that no violations of the Water Act have been reported 
over two years. This raises concern about the state of enforcement and monitoring 
of the Pollution Control Boards in the country. 

The Environment Relief Fund under the Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 
has a corpus of Rs. 810 crore lying unutilised. Similarly, Rs. 410 crore collected as 
Goa Iron Ore Permanent Fund is also untouched. It is surprising. It is clear that 
what is needed is not new funds but a mechanism to ensure proper utilisation of the 
collected funds. Hence, as per the amendments, crediting of penalties to EPF is a 
step in the right direction. However, efforts must be made to ensure funds are 
efficiently utilised. A three-tier model can be used to access the penalty amount 
which considers the history of violation, unlawful gains from the act of pollution, and 
pollution clean up cost for calculating the penalty. Thus, the proposed penalty has 
components of environmental compensation and punitive deterrents in addition to 

unknowingly. Perhaps, the hon. Minister wants to convey to us, or through this 
amendment wants to bring a change that any person who is unknowingly doing any 
mistake which is not harmful to the humanity or to the environment may be 
penalised by an amount but not be imprisoned as it used to be till today. But I have 
a concern from my side.                

       Justice delayed is justice denied.   
 ,    ,         

          ,         
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  ?     ,     ,    
   

   ,           ,     
                     
  ? Kindly look into this matter also. There has to be a timeframe to 

this. 
While reconsidering that penalties are important, another point is that 

penalties must not become an excuse to pollute. It is not like that these 
amendments advocate a pay-and-pollute principle. That has effectively become 
pay-and-pollute principle and that is why it is important that imprisonment must be a 
possibility at least for extreme and very, very extreme crimes or mistakes. Sharing 
of data and coordination between bodies responsible for addressing ground water 
pollution, such as State Government departments, Pollution Control Boards and 
agencies, such as CGWA must be encouraged. 
 While finishing my speech, Sir, I would just like to point out one or two things. 
While we are talking on prevention of pollution or checking pollution of water and 
environment, we must also talk about saving water.  75  ,     

    ,            If I am not 
wrong, as I got to know from the speech of hon. Minister in the other House, the 
Rajya Sabha, that he is very happy that the target has been achieved by the 
Government of India. 
(1755/AK/VB) 

I would like to know what is the target for it. It will be very good if the hon. 
Minister gives a clarification and data on this issue. 

We humans,      ,        , 
   

                    
 ,           ,  we all are public 

representatives and elected representatives. So, on behalf of all of us, I would like 
to convey an overall message to the nation that we also must support the 
Government in such an Act, and if such amendments are coming, which are for the 
betterment of the society and the environment, then we also must make a collective 
effort from our end by checking pollution and checking crime. Thank you so much. 
Jai Hind! Vande Matram! 

(ends)  
 



08-02-2024           KMR              Uncorrected / Not for publication       440 

1756  
   ( ) :   ,      

 ( ) , 2024       ,     
-    

       (    )  , 2024; 5 
, 2024           6 , 2024     

        ,        
                    
           ,       

      ,            
         10     15    

    
 ,                 

       ,         , 
 - , , ,   -       

                ,   
    ,  -           

, -                   
    ,             

                  
  ,                

                    
                   2021 
   ,                   

         ,           
 ,         

         ,          
         

   ,               
 ,             ,     
  -         

                 
 -   

( ) 



08-02-2024          RPS                                     Uncorrected / Not for publication  441 

 
(1800/UB/CS) 
1800 hours 
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I am in a dilemma 
and I hope the Chair will guide me and the hon. Minister in his reply will give 
clarification for all of us because he is a very effective Minister. Even if I am in 
opposition, I must compliment him.      He is a very 
competent Minister. 
HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH): He is a very 
competent Minister. 
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): I can expect a little 
more of him because he is very competent, but the Bill he has brought is not 
making me feel that confident. I would ask him some questions. I am not taking 
away from the intent. As I always say,        But what 
matters is how you implement it and what the outcomes are.  
 I appreciate the Bill but I feel it is like a toothless tiger because it really 
has no power and I would like to make some comparison. I would like to take it 
back to the National Water Academy, Central Water Commission    , 

      This is a very good academy but the problem in this 
academy is that it does not have enough staff. How is this Government 
mapping pollution and water? I think we need to start from the base.    

 ,    ,   ,    Has the 
Government mapped all the pollution?           
this is red or this is green. So, whenever I visit the National Water Academy, 
the first complaint is that they do not have enough staff. What is the role and 
the scope of this entire Commission? What is the outcome of this 
Commission? Today, this question is related to this Bill.  
 The first impact that comes to me is on cooperative federalism.   

  
was a great supporter and a champion of cooperative federalism every time. 
After Arun ji, I must say that this Government is not as proactive in cooperative 
federalism as it used to be. Now, this entire Bill is actually taking away a lot of 
powers from the States. That is very, very alarming to me. There is a sort of an 
unsaid rule that comes to my mind. By taking away the power from the States 
to reject or to accept, I appreciate your standardization, such things should be 
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standardized, is it going to be crony capitalism? It is something that 
worries me.  
HON. CHAIRPERSON: If the House agrees, we may extend the time of 
the House till this Bill gets passed.  
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, if the State 

in this situation. What if there is a State which may be of a different 
ideology than yours? Let us not make this law where it is a tug of war 
between the two different ideologies and the outcomes will be hurting the 
industry. 

 I come from one of the most industrialised States in the country. So, 
we support the industry and I am never ashamed of saying that this is 
good.    ,     , because they create 
wealth and jobs. All the jobs cannot be done by the Government. The 
Government also creates jobs like it has brought Mudra, but the industry 
also contributes extraordinarily in creating wealth and jobs. So, we must 
support them. My question to the Government is how will they manage this 
balance between the States and the Centre.  
 The other thing is that it is completely anti-federal now. I just seek 
clarification. I understand from whatever I have read in the Bill that your 
intention is that the Chairman will be decided by the State, but the rules 
and regulations will be decided by you. There is no nomination or any role. 
I just seek clarification on that point. The second thing is that you are 
talking about imposing a penalty of Rs. 15 lakhs and the punishment has 
been removed. I am a big supporter for removing imprisonment because 
by putting people in jail, solutions do not come out. There are so many 
companies involved in financial frauds.  
(1805/SRG/IND) 
      ,             So, I 
feel some financial frauds need to be brought up in this House. There are 
so many intelligent minds sitting on both the sides and I want to ask them if 
imprisonment a solution to every crime. Three days ago, in the Public 
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Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill which was passed, there is 
a provision for fine of Rs. 1 crore if there is a syndicate which is involved in 
copying. I am not asking for imprisonment at all. I am against that. But the 
whole point is that if you copy, the fine imposed is Rs. 1 crore, but if you 
pollute, it is so less. 

 Can we at least connect it to the size of the pollution? It could be a 
very big organization which is just polluting. It could be a big multinational 
which is polluting.   15     ,       

 So, can you explain to us the mechanism to control this pollution?  In 
my Parliamentary constituency, there are two places where pollution is 
reaching an all-time high. One is Ujjani and there is another place called 
Kurkumbh which is a chemical area. All the big boys have invested there. 
A lot of pharmaceutical companies are there. There is always a tug-of-war. 

              
              What are the checks 

and balances for this?  
The other big gap which I feel is missing in this is urbanization. Sir, 

you see buildings are coming up everywhere. All the sewage coming out of 
all the societies goes untreated. Khadakwasla Dam is one of the biggest 
dams in Pune city which supplies drinking water to Pune city. 

 All the people who are living in new societies or coming over there 
and there is no control on the sewage. I have spoken to the hon. Minister 
and he has been very indulgent and helpful in supporting Pune Municipal 
Corporation in solving that problem. So, why should this be limited only to 
industry? Why can we not expand the role to all these municipalities 
because municipalities today are getting away with murder on polluting. 
Pune city today is destroyed because of urbanization. Mumbai water is  
destroyed because of urbanization.  

Urbanization  is a huge opportunity. With bridges and metros, the 
cities do get made.  But if the city has a beautiful metro, beautiful bridges, 
beautiful roads, and polluted water, what is the point of it? The whole 
game of this infrastructure does not help. So, I request the hon. Minister to 
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clarify some of our doubts. If he clarifies it, we will be happy to support him 
because I trust the Minister. I am not sure about the whole Government, 
but I am very confident that he is a very good and a kind Minister. So, he 
could kindly clear our doubts and ensure that industries, societies and 
buildings are held accountable. There has to be a mass movement in this 

 
In 21st century there is so much artificial intelligence. I would like to 

make one last point. In farming we are using a lot of AI. To check pollution, 
is it possible to use Artificial Intelligence? We are using it in Baramati. We 
are trying AI with Oxford and Microsoft to help us improve farming and 
improving growth and development. Is there a possibility that the same 
technology can be used for water? I just want these small clarifications. 
 Thank you. 

(ends) 
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the 10 river systems in the world, the river Ganga carries 93 per cent of the 
plastics which ends up directly in the oceans.       

    )            
    12,000         
     ,    

,              
       -  -   , -   

( )   
(1815/PS/GG) 

Interruptions) No, I am not yielding. He is 
not quoting a Rule. 
HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH): Rudy ji, he is not 
yielding. You can speak later. 

Interruptions)  
   ( ):         ,   

,   ,     -       
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Central Government, by notification in the Official Gazette, exempt certain 
categories of industrial plants from the provisions of this sub-  

   ,        ,      
,  5     

Act, the Central Government in consultation with the Central Board, may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, issue guidelines on the matters 

 -             ,  
                  

          ?        
?   -      ,       

               -    
             
             ?      

    ?       ,        
        Give us the list of the categories. 

What are those rules? Why do you not put them in this Bill? That is what 
we want. ,              

  4   5      Provided that the Central 
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(1830/NK/RP) 
1830  
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HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH): Hon. Member, 
please conclude.  

Interruptions) 
    ( - ):  ,   

           ,  
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please conclude now.  

Interruptions) 
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(1835/NKL/SK) 
1835 hours 
ADV. A.M. ARIFF (ALAPPUZHA): Sir, thank you for allowing me to speak on the 
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024 on behalf of 
CPI(M).  
 Sir, all of us know that the amount of clean water sources on Earth is 
alarmingly decreasing. According to the WHO report, many people do not have 
access to clean water. But the trend of polluting drinking water sources is 
increasing. It is a truth, Sir. It is important to keep the drinking water clean. But at 
the same time, industrialisation should also take place for the growth of the 
country. The State Pollution Control Boards are working to reconcile these two 
goals. For this purpose, the Government of Kerala has started an initiative known 

activities are going on in the State of Kerala.  
1836     (     ) 

Sir, almost every State of our country is promoting ease of doing business. 
So, we should understand one thing. All the matters relating to water 
conservation except inter-State water conservation, come under the State 
jurisdiction. It is unconstitutional to encroach upon the powers of the State 
Pollution Control Boards beyond what is stated in a general standard. Sir, this Bill 
is actually drafted in such a way that it interferes with the guidelines of the State 
Pollution Control Boards. The Central Pollution Control Board shall not be 
empowered to cancel the license granted by the State Pollution Control Boards. 
Therefore, the State Governments are the main stakeholders, and they are the 
real owners of the water bodies in the States. So, bringing any amendment 
against the interests of the State Governments means concentration of the power 
at the Centre.  
 Sir, after this Government came into power, the Central Government has 
enacted a lot of legislations on various matters falling under the jurisdiction of 
State Governments as specified in the Constitution. I am not going into much 
detail because of the time constraint. So, I am of the opinion that this legislation 
should not be passed now. This should be sent to the concerned Standing 
Committee again for further discussion. With these words, I conclude my speech.  
 Thank you.  

(ends) 
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1844 hours 

SHRI K. NAVASKANI (RAMANATHAPURAM): Hon Chairman Sir, 
Vanakkam. I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on the 
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill. This 
Amendment Bill is presented in a way proving BJP Government to be 
against the people and environment. I oppose this Bill as this paves 
way for easy environmental degradation. This Bill ends in making 
irregularities legal. This Government, from the day it came to power, 
has been diluting several Acts besides bringing amendments to make 
irregularities legal. This bill which you have taken for consideration is 
the basis of the livelihood of every citizen. If we do not control water 
pollution, if we do not punish those who exploit natural resources 
through stringent laws, we would have been seen as disloyal to our 
future generations. Through this Bill, if you provide concessions to 
those who engage in irregularities History will not forgive you. The 
punishment given and the severity of the irregularity has a mismatch. If 
you permit this, water which is the central point of environment will be 
polluted once for all. Through this Bill it is seen that the Government is 
encouraging everyone to pollute our water bodies. Some of the powers 
of the State Government have been snatched away through some 
restrictions. The Central Government wants to prove that it wants to 
take all the powers in its hands. It is aimed at bringing all the Bills with 
this motive of centralization of powers. Only when protection of natural 
resources lies in the hands of State Government it can be effective. As 
per Section-21 of the existing Act, the State Governments and State 
Boards have powers. With the amendments being made by you 
through Sections 25, 26 and 27 you have ensured centralization of 
powers. You have diluted all the Sections which are against the nature. 
It has been proposed in this Bill many exemptions from punishment

 
 Original in Tamil 
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than ensuring punishments to those who act against environment and 
environment protection zones. This Government wants to acquire all 
the powers by bringing a post in the name of Adjudicative Officer. This 
Officer can be an Officer of the State or Central Government. The 
Union Government, through this amendment, holds all the powers 
unilaterally, as it can decide whether an Adjudicative Officer of a State 
Government can be appointed or not. Through Section 45 C of this Bill, 
against the actions and judgements of the Adjudicative Officer, one 
can approach the National Green Tribunal and appeal directly. Hence 
it is dangerous as a common man has to reach the NGT for redressal 
of complaints against a big organisation engaged in polluting water 
bodies. This Government should understand the limits of a common 
man in reaching the NGT against the mighty companies involved in 
pollution related activities. The level of expenditure to be incurred by a 
common man in his fight against big companies should be considered 
by the Government. Therefore, this Government should set up a 
separate Tribunal in this regard. Moreover, the imprisonment clause of 
this Bill, from 2 years up to 7 years, seems to be less and unclear.  As 
these acts are against humanity and Mother Nature, the term of 
punishment should be severe and for many years. It is not apt to 
provide a lesser punishment. Although the existing severe 
punishments are unable to tackle this issue, it would not be apt to 
minimize the years of imprisonment. It is said that those who throw 
polythene bags are also punished. On one side, you have allowed 
manufacturing of polythene bags and on the other hand you are 
punishing those who use it and throw. I urge that such polythene bag 
manufacturing industries should be banned permanently rather 
punishing the general public. As per the 1986 Act, the industries which 
allow their effluents to be released into a river can be punished. I want 
to know from you that how many polluting industries have been 
punished under this provision. This Act should be implemented
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effectively. I urge upon this Government to increase the fine amount up 
to 20 lakhs. I also request that a compensation should be provided to 
those affected victims of environmental pollution, only by collecting this 
amount from those persons or organisation who commit this mistake. 
For rejuvenation and cleaning river Ganges, this Government has 
spent Rs. 12000 Crore. Environmental activists say that even now, 
river Ganges is in polluted condition. If that is so, what happened to the 
Rs 12000 Crore spent by this Government in cleaning river Ganges? If 
you increase the water flow of this river, cleaning will happen so 
naturally. This was stated by a Professor of Banaras Hindu University 
named P.T. Tripathi. Ganges flows in several parts of north India. But it 
gets importance when it flows in Varanasi, as it is the Constituency of 
Hon Prime Minister. There are several examples to prove that this 
Government has failed in cleaning river Ganga. National Mission for 
Clean Ganga, NMCG was set up by the Ministry of Water Resources 
as per the Environmental Protection Act of August 2021. NMCG faced 
several challenges. On an experimental basis, a Scheme was 
implemented in Mathura, to tackle the various types of effluents and 
industrial wastes flowing into river Ganges. This Scheme was to purify 
the polluted river water of Ganges and ensure its reuse by these 
Industries. I want to ask what the outcome of this Scheme is. How 
much money was spent under this Scheme? Urge that the way this 
Union Government gives importance to river Ganges of the north, the 
south Indian rivers like Cauvery should also be given importance. I 
want this Bill to be looking into all aspects of prevention and control of 
water pollution. Thank you for this opportunity.  

(ends) 
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(1900/UB/MM) 
1859 hours  

SHRI GURJEET SINGH AUJLA (AMRITSAR): I thank you, Chairman Sir, for giving 
me the opportunity to speak on Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Amendment Bill, 2024. 
 Sir, water pollution is due to effluents of industries, garbage of Municipal 
Corporations and residential pollutants and dairy pollutants flowing into river waters 
via drains.  Sir, the Government has done away with jail term and imposed a penalty 
on water pollution.  You have provided the industries a free hand to spill their effluents 
anywhere in the water.  Sir, today in Punjab, Buddha Nullah in Ludhiana is there.  The 
Beas and Sutlej rivers are being polluted.  The factories are openly discharging their 
polluted chemical effluents in our rivers. 
 In Amritsar too, several drains are there.  These drains are also spilling 
pollutants in the water.  Municipal Corporation is there.  Pollution checking department 
too is there.  But, on one is trying to control water pollution. 
 That Ministry is considered good which has a huge budget.  Because 
corruption and misappropriation of funds happens in such a Ministry.  If Departments 
check pollution, there would be no dirty drains in the country.   In Delhi, some stench-
filled drains are there in Paharganj and other areas.  Same is the condition of Mumbai. 
 Sir, 10 years have passed.  The Government claims that it has cleaned rivers 
Ganga and Yamuna. But the Government has done nothing to check the source of 
pollution.  The pollution checking department officials should be penalized.  Those 
who are not doing their jobs properly, their jobs should be terminated.  Useless 
officials in this department should be suspended. 
 Sir, Punjab is the land of five rivers.  The SYL issue is a major issue in Punjab.  
In 1955, we had several billion cubic metric water with us.  In 1966, Punjab was 
divided and Haryana came into existence.  They demanded 5.9 billion cubic metric 
water.  At that time, we had ample water.  But, now, water has got reduced in Punjab.  
Sir, I am speaking on a relevant issue.  It pertains to this Bill.  The NGT should 
intervene and issue directives. 
 Sir, our dirty drains in Punjab should be cleaned.  The Bhakra dam is there.  It 
should be desilted.    Rivers too should be desilted.   A 1700 crore project is there.  Silt 
adds to the pollution. 
Sir, the rights of States should be protected. 
 Thank you.        (ends) 

 
 Original in Punjabi 
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1901 hours 
SHRIMATI SARMISTHA SETHI (JAJPUR): Sir, thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to speak on this important legislation. 

Since 1974, when the Water Prevention and Control of Pollution Act 
was enacted, no comprehensive efforts have been made till date to 
address the loopholes in the law vis-à-vis the present challenges. The 
primary objectives of the Act were to provide for the prevention of water 
pollution, and cater to the maintenance and restoration of the water 
bodies. However, the Act suffers from various drawbacks. It is silent about 
the groundwater management policies, and fails to deal with the 
indiscriminate tapping of ground water. 

Over the past few decades, the country has seen rapid urbanisation 
and industrialisation causing pollution loads which are higher than ever. 
Subsequently, the quality of Indian water bodies has declined drastically 
and many water bodies have been lost or have shrunk considerably due to 
encroachment or pollution-induced eutrophication. 

Therefore, this Amendment Bill is very relevant. Under the Indian 
Constitution, the Judiciary has included the right to clean water and 
environment under the ambit of articles 21, 48, and 51(g) of the 
Constitution of India. The court has observed that right to clean water is a 
part of the basic necessity of the human right to life and the State is duty-
bound to prevent water from getting polluted. In the leading case of M. C. 
Mehta versus the Union of India, the court held that preventing water of 
river Ganga from being polluted was the need of the hour. 

In 2021, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Water Resources 
had flagged the fact that as many as 48,900 rural habitations were affected 
by water contamination due to arsenic, fluoride, iron, nitrates, heavy 
metals and high salinity. The Parliamentary Panel recommended the 
Department to focus its attention on these habitations. 

On these backgrounds, the Amendment Bill seeks to find remedies 
in the existing law. Firstly, the Bill intends to streamline the appointment of 
key officials of the State Board. The second major Amendment is to 
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decriminalise the penal provisions, allowing citizens and businesses to 
function without fear of imprisonment for minor technical or procedural 
errors. I welcome these provisions on behalf of my Party, Biju Janta Dal. 

In this regard, I would like to say that we should not stop with this 
legislation. We should be proactive so far as protecting our water bodies is 
concerned. The State Government of Odisha under the able leadership of 
hon. Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, has initiated the process to set 
up a State Water Informatics Centre (SIIC), a body dedicated to handle 
and monitor water resources data from flood water, ground water, surface 
water and rainwater among others. The State Government is also actively 
working on rolling out safe drinking tap water supplies. 

Water Corporation of Odisha (WATCO), an ISO certified, 
Government of Odisha owned, not-for-profit company started its journey 
working with only three Urban Local Bodies in 2019. By March 2023, it is 
now operational in 29 Urban Local Bodies covering more than 65 per cent 
of total urban population of the State towards drinking water supply and 
sewage management. 
(1905/SRG/YSH) 

It is likely to cover all 115 ULBs of the State in the following years. 
Sir, there is an urgent need for preventing our streams, reservoirs, 

rivers, lakes from being polluted. If the systemic weaknesses associated 
with the governance structure are not addressed, there is not going to be 
any benefit from any amendments. India needs a robust monitoring and 
enforcement system that can detect and arrest pollution at the source. The 
Government must ensure strong, transparent, and accountable 
mechanisms that strengthen the policy and achieve its objectives. 

With these words, I conclude. Thank you. 
(ends) 
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purifiers, I am the wind; amongst wielders of weapons, I am Lord Ram; of 
water creatures, I am the crocodile; and of flowing rivers, I am the Ganges.  

  ,      2022     ,  
            ,   

  2020         2024    32    
  -            71    

              
    

  :             
    ( ): ,            
 32        ,  2024         

  5         40        
   -   ,              

,              Clause 4 of the Bill grants 
sweeping power       grants sweeping power to the Central 
Government to exempt certain categories of industrial plants from the 
requirement of obtaining consent from SPCB. This move undermines the 
crucial role of SPCB in regulating industrial activities to prevent water pollution. 
By allowing exemption, the Bill risks compromising environmental protection 
standards and potentially exacerbating pollution level.  
 Clause 5 of the Bill enables the Central Government to issue guidelines 
on matters related to the grant, refusal or cancellation of consent by SPCB. 
This provision certainly centralises decision-making authority, diminishing the 
authority of SPCB. This is my contention. Thank you, Sir.  
(1930/IND/RP) 
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Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has formulated charter 
based participatory approach to facilitate the industries for water 
recycling and pollution prevention in major industrial sectors like Pulp 
& Paper, Sugar, Distillery, Textile and Tannery in river Ganga main 
stem states emphasizing on technological upgradation, waste 
minimization practices, augmentation of effluent treatment plants and 
reuse/recycle of treated effluents which resulted in reduction in 
specific fresh water consumption, waste water discharge & pollution 
load and improvement in compliance.  
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PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move: 

Page 2, line 19,- 
for   
substitute   (3) 
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(1935/RV/NKL) 
 6 

  : .      ,     4  
5    ? 
PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move: 
 for lines 40 and 41,- 

substitute 
    (4) 

Page 2, lines 43 and 44,- 

  for he shall be liable to pay an additional penalty 
of ten thousand rupees every day during which 

 

 substitute 
penalty of one lakh rupees every day during 

 (5) 
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Sir, I beg to move: 

 for lines 24 to 28,- 
substitute 

section 24, shall be liable to pay the penalty 
which shall not be less than one lakh rupees, 
but which may extend to fifty lakh rupees and 
where such contravention continues, he or she 
shall be pay an additional penalty of fifty 
thousand rupees every day during which such 

   (6) 

for lines 34 and 35,- 
substitute 

penalty which shall not be less than one lakh 
rupees, but which may extend to ten lakh 

  (7) 
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PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move: 
 - 

for      
substitute  -   (8) 

Page 4, lines 45 and 46,- 

  for shall not be less than two years but which may 
 

 substitute 
  (9) 
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 12 

  :    ,     11  12   
 ? 

SHRI JASBIR SINGH GILL (KHADOOR SAHIB): Sir, I beg to move: 
Page 5, line 32,- 

  for   

 substitute     (11) 

Page 5, line 32,- 
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 insert 
   (12) 
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 15 
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SHRI JASBIR SINGH GILL (KHADOOR SAHIB): Sir, I beg to move: 
Page 6, line 13,- 

  for  member-  

 substitute    (13) 
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(1940/GG/VR) 
 1 

  : .  ,     1    ? 
PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move: 
 Page 2, for line 1 to 4,- 
  Substitute  2  (1)  

  :   .     1     1    
      

 

         
 

  : .           2 
   ? 

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move: 
 Page 2, for lines 5 to 8,- 

Substitute  3) It shall come into force, the 
State Governments and Union Territories adopt this 
Act under clause (1) of article 252 of the 
Constitution read with clause (2) thereof on the date 
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