GUJARAT BILL NO. 24 OF 2019.

THE GUJARAT DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLY (PROTECTION)
BILL, 2019.

A BILL

to prevent unauthorized or excessive drawl of water, damage to water supply
infrastructure; and to protect domestic water supply system in the State of
Gujarat and for the matters connected there with or incidental thereto.
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19.(1) A%A UL, AYUAHL Ao, Ul W@sFRA sel gsi AR
scldl Al wdlet il [ela saetl del, dlz? AVAe ANl Ut

gl 5.

()  diek AUA: AR, AU UBR otssl s Acl A Wl ACAo]
wacf 8.
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(3) utauel Ua AcAo{l lclAl AR ARA WA UHSA Wofrcllell s1131(A,
sAAUHL A Aal @4

1. (1) AclHso vl Ul WY s saHl wAcl AUEsZl AHeA
AUl Wi gsHl, ul AUR@RAH dsn Qawwat 8 Iyettell, Slsell staleuel a3
Ul Udetl AUl A ugl, WUl deilall Hiscln U2, el el Qe sauHl
ULl sl Aal cuRiask Wl clsd WA, sex 1 ofl doildd Uel-scui
8AAAl €5oll HedH WU scll “HRl 8H Bl WU, dolloll HisAWN HEA
lls13l asa.

() RAXA USSR, AWUAHL  sdet i Acdidsh Bl suel  d)sitsll
disaln 531 gla decll,atal oot Hizell vatdell 2 M alssl 3l s, ayui,
ATHSA, AU URSR GIRL A Yolloll & HL2, otssl scll 8M sl Y| 28Ul
ysaell &g, ofetiell Hiscun s3Il As «i3.

(3)  Wel-scd (1) 360 dailoll HisaUO sAUHUL WA RUR dadlRa, HURAU
Ysd sl RFA A otloll HisclOoll AoluMi Aol (Ae wonall stlaugl
5l RS ol(d wal AR s SIHL 8l Al Aol Y5 A A,

e, slsunl €laell 5éa, wsRell w@sdl wual udlat w@sd waal
AUy, dler AVAe MAZEA B olldd 31 dxclly scllell 1l Qi
Acllell Ut ol Adl 88 cllotcdoll dwclloy scllell wacl A A Al Acusll
o5HA 1A olfd ua sleunl latel 818 sl wl w@(AaMel Slotcus US|
SlEURL HOLAUY WofAR AcHl WAL AUl Aclatl Sl Acl Udletlell deelul
HollegsH 531 s o8

0. (1) AHA AHAHL sl Al oflast slgual slAelMl o A HxgR &l
Ax O, &R« cuRllell WRll Yrasla cdldl Rotasyllal Aoi@ld sla @l
Yull, al AURRAuUHA BotcusBloll Guce WU W4

(R) ARIHA HUUAHL &lA Acll 518 ollost slAEHL AR A HosgR dlal dM i,
URAaM o0t Wl Yetslal ALl ULl AeeIMl 518 s scll AUl HyR
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9ettell
yisala.

elaell
DEL
85H ol
o

GurcR
U oflost
slA€Lo(l
UUR
slalt
Lo,



3ettell
~AURS
el
Aal
o,

@A 5&
Y53
52l
olold,

ULl
Alue(l.

ueal
wLucll
ol A=l

ysoysell
dlacu
waldia
8L

scl %331 8, AR ulal ol stael @60 Uclled(l, WofHlA waal HogRl
NnAd ol 8la dal siRERHME % wlal &l ARSIATUR I sl A&l HoR
sl dlalle] o1Ru oi(@.

4. UTHSO AUcl AAYUdL, AHSO gl Al AT AU[sd sl sleual
RS gl saHl Al sRae uRell dlat A Raw, slsuel S8,
URAAM Ml A 3601 scAUML AAA A0 dsmatl 5 Rlawust dfstlofl
RARS ol A 2AsA o3,

Q. ul AWEAEaH Fsnal datllell BsUl welddl stladl sal wddl
Bl sclloll dqell, AU AW, slosle AA UAMA s3lal, AUSU
&M, AU 518 (Beetl WUl HloOR (ARcARML, Ws Al dUlR
s sclld ayslRlact AlReell wadl auyiol, AAWA2e AlPgeddl s1@
(Boll WML 6Q U, “Ys 5le(designated court)” d31F GcAW sAL B ) Ys2
531 as.

23. (1) A%A URBSR, AXUAHL s&etHedl, [0 scuell Al Ranasdl, 2
WRAAH Aol Q0 360t AHA ctuRale{l Ut Usloll sl8 At el
&ML (Ee satdl A Al A ua Acl Al wal 2RAl 518 8,
Al Aol utllet 81, oS AU s,

() oll§, AU USSRl Ydix3l dal, ul AR WMot Aoiunl sl
Adl, tolesls YRAARN WA A& (advisory) , &ULELS AdisEla w0 25

R¥. A% AUBIR, AcllHsl waal slléa,ul wERAaHA SotcugHlle] Uldst
sl HIE Wclladl %331 wtuad Acl e drdl drd AUl A5 A ulell
W o] WEtal 5 A Alcll AHsOl Hacl ool $° 3.

U. Ul WM wual A 601 s (A0 AR s ofgell s Al

$cl UREL 518 sllell AGiUH], SlURL cAlsct AN slBuURL Ll Wl Sleelsl
stlaudl ug s «(s.
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RS, (1) RA%A UBIR, AWPUAHL @datHell, vl WRBEAHeA S0l WR Wsal
HI2, ul AAAAH A AL o 8l Aal [ s3] s,

(R)  w 530 wa ydadl sotausalloll caltusdial ot el Reatar, Aa
(Rael, ol Aol dAmin wecl A USloll 518 clletd R Bty s31 Al

(5) s & ofl Vel-sed (1) d60 *1d Ul (Adrel culcral
WAEA wellott BcHiel Wl WollHd AWl HIZ AR%)
sclloll 3o,

(W) sAd ¢ ofl Qal-sean (3) 60t WRllett 3Sle Mol Ad ua
slRla;

(A1) sAH ¥ ofl Vel seH () d60 UtllHSNA YA W2 wcll UdA
olslolo] YRSl sclloll HIUES ol Ildi;

() s ¥ ol Vet sen (%) d601 wsRE U@ sl [Augsell A

() sed ol Vet seAd (1) dsn A ld WA ysaasll gl wa
BSclloll EXAUAN);

(9) scd au ol Vel scAH (3) dsm AUl AU SIEAl RQugssll d;

(%) scH 15 ofl Vet s (1) &0 AUl AU Ysacell §l ua
Slsclletl ExcllA];

(2%) sed 15 ol Vel sAH (R) d60 2Rk wWUA2 3}WARE &2l
WAl du sal Hizell siRlQ;

() sAH 9 ol Vel sdH (3) d60 cdlerk AVA2 WAREAl wrauet
U el Augsell lcllzll Wl 2RAl Bl AUE Bojcllsll
s123(q;
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yoyc(lall

)
scllo{l
Ul

(6) &nacll %33l Slat waucl spnclelHl WA Al ofly catAl.

(3) Ul 5cAH 360 5l AHIH ], A sauMl wA A ugdl, olotdl <Ry,
Aol ol ol (Bax Yullul AU [Quistisn AU Ysal AsA v B
AL A Q200 Al Ad Ysami A A WMl Acl Aol dred uglotl AAA
A% [Quetsn Auiell @ 518 € 52 wWaal AU [Quletsn AUl % S8 RS2
52 dal A wHllet 233

(¥) AU Quietdso Al A @ 8 € 52 WUl 518 FS1R 52 A AWUAHL
YR scllHl A 3ol AH U, A WHAHL Al

9. (1) Al WG SotcusBlall wHA sRaHl 518 Yscll Gell aa, A
A% AR, Y&l g2 scllotl & HIZ Wdllal 33| AeUcll 82 U A, L
UEA2HA GEA A Sl U UL ot Sl A gsH 53| 2AsA:

W Ul w@ AN vl vcatell Rl el and yu g ugl,
SCH 3601 818 gsH 53 AsA o8,

() Val-seH (1) 60 5 €35 &5H, A sRAUHL WA A UL olotdl ey,
A0 [Aruotsn AmHet YsA A
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AAYR-1

(gl seAH Le{l Vel-5cAH (R))
WRllell GULs sRALHL BUAA WBUALSaL, AslRlell us?, Wellell duzlal
Aol sl scll WHUAL HIUall BUUR Aot (Agd wRlleil syl Hi2ell
dfetloll USIR ol [Rlal

WelsHIS AN ECRIETE we(lell Astal sl @Qeu
cuRlal weuoll e
(8€)
() (R) (3) (¥) W)

5. R vAcHL AUA B A WHUUSet : [AdReL clgel

Q. 8RS 280U S Qa@a 3
RSLRL Aa duRLal AN 3,000/- 8l
230U Soll UB ay «@ decdl
UH&q] sLal £S

2. 8RS 280U S Qa@a 3
ANEENE SUHE ANEG u,000/- l
8RSl UB sl ay ol decl
UY o] AlsLal 2l £S

3. 280U Sl 280U Sl Qa@Aa 3
SN SUHE ANEG u,000/- l
Rcuasit Rataell AL ay ol Azl
LA auRLal €S

¥. 230U 5l 230U Sl Qa®d 3
A\SLaL SUHE ANEG 20,000/- l
Rauastl Reuaall UBP 5l | Ay «lld Az
ASLaL SUHE el £S

vl Wl wctHl U 8 A WesUEset : HEL(01Es) WSUEALEeL clcl

u. 8QU s 230U 50l [Qa®d 3
ASLRL wal SUHE ANEE u,000/- |
LSE AL

UHGq] sl

ay «il@ AzAl
€S
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S. 8QU s 230U 50l [Qa®d 3
SN SUHE ANEGL 20,000/- 2l
USRS 5l | ay o}
nél dzdl €S
9. 30Ul sleuel auRlel | Qa®d As H@all
UHEo] BSIQL NEE Yelloll 3eqll
UBPB 5l | UL AUl
Qél 3@
20,000/- 4l
ay oi@ decll
£S5 AUl A
olal
. 8RSl 8RSl [QaRd As Mgl
B\SLaL duRLal AN Ylloll 3eqll
Rt Raasll U3 U Acll
AN SWEIL 3
10,000/~ |
ay «i@ decll
£ AUl A
olal
c. 230U Sl 280U Sl Qa@Aa 2L H(@ell
AN SUHE ANEE Yellol 3eqll
RETEET Rauasll UBB 5l Ul Acll
A sLaL auRLal el 3[au
1,00,000/-
A ay «i@
decl €5
AUl A olal

ol Boll LA ol 1 Ul ¢ Ui UA ot dla Aclt oflost 818 yetiotl (BruML, aynl
ay 3 H@ell Yelloll Yectoll Jeoll UM wacl 3R 1,00,000/-8l ay «ild A2l
€s Al A ool Qe sraul auadl.
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A

R-2

(gl seAH Le{l Vel-5scAH (3))

ASRlell Usl?, WRllell cuRnl A %sQle(l wsuw WA Ast AAd B %
ald Aal R wellet wlsAd Asgiedl Ua@scd wellett Gus Mol
oJelloll USIR ol Qe

UYsHLS

AN ECRIETE

wellell aurtal

@eu

(1)

(R)

(3)

(¥)

5. sl sl weu W@ Ast sl [@Qotl Wetu@sd Ad well Wag

Q.

80U Sa] WSLaL

dLUS ULl

3au 2,000/- &l
ay «le decl €s

80USelL ASLRL
Ratatett lstat

3RSl cuRLal
Rctell auriel

3@ 3,000/- @l
ay ol& decl €s

w. st sl wsu W Ast s AotuBs Ad wyll Wag ual sl sl
wesu WA QAR Astetell wsuel wesns sl HEl weue] Hlsial 524

3.

280U sl

30USa AUl

3@ w,000/- @l
ay o& decl €s

3RS lsial
AETEENE

BLUSL duRLal
Ratatell auriat

3au 20,000/-
dl ay «i@ dea
€S
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G&all dal stRel

well oot Hi2 aaas 8. wel sodlell weatell w3BRBad ua
AMgoll AHBs-uEs Qs R %331 8. At URURdLA ld wellell
UOA YA AU B Bl dlRaAR £l0all WHA s B, A»2AHL Welletl
UUHLL QR0 R0 Al UHRA B, AR WRllotl Huat Bl HeAd wal glaal
oA Ml RAA B.

uad URR, 5% Wl Gk IAcloll (ArcARHL wgllell %3R2lda
A, ARsR WRloll clie? ofls clelldd A Aoll UHA s B, FHidl wel,
He2l opsRctoll oltlHiell %Al GrlR Ul UEH elolletl s (ArARAML (AdReL
Al B, Al cdler Aflsal 5128, l [QrcllRell ASL Wellell %3RAA Y3 scl 12
uiell yitd s 8 ual adl, Ulaett wellell yeu Hat yHel yivd ag 8.
USSR AR WA 5190l £R2U516loll (ARARL WA M9AY AHUUA (AR
sl letoll WRQllell M9t QaRA weatl B, @&l well uslusal Hi2 der
oflsHi HE A5 53 B, Al [QRARMHL dolle, HEl WsUsell Aal (Al
caleirUl AR, welell 24 ofls Asst (BAlle 1l ¥cldd .

Wl @QdRel clcrauHl @lrd el ual well, [QdReL claral 360t

Aol BeAl(WRUR) auRlasR YUl [AaRd d Usld a 33 8. ayui, wela
BCAL(HRUR) dURASR YUl cAd®Ad Id Usglasal HI2 duH Al 2Adell
UER UMl A (ARl sq 33l B. golloaell welletl 3ecs duRvlasRA
wRlell weuctgaHiel ARstat wel WA & wddl staEURel Slsieidl ay
wiell WA 8. Aal uel Bru 8, FHL well [Adrel cudraal gld sauHl
WA B, ofsAlel AUl ASi sraMl WA B ¥ Uellell RauPd yaslell
RlRUA WUAR 53 BD. llcll (BGRURAHL, Decl(MIWR) duRlaslk Hie welsdl
GuaeAdl U2 8 ual Al Wellell Yreudl cd@d @ 8. wdl uRRAMQ % well
(QcRul cacasll AHed Youdlil QAU 52 ual will Yeua Aseul ¥ Aol
UsRell yaullal sl Acl R disleal wal Haod uolel Aclell e3Rauld
Gell 52 B. ALl drctuRvlaetl WRll Yasloll &l M2 stAEl WRAARA s:¢l
ule ®.

Adl yg(dx scdi ASlA Asal U, seoul cald, ¥ wel [@Qdel
U ofslet s O, Ast s B wAUdl Astaud wWel WA & Aal Rlau sl
e 8. ul wRAaH, Adl yglda Ascl 2, €soll wa Astag wall
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Waclell 280 Wl ARl AdtdsA adi ofslatsll aydlasll otaue 3l
8. deuRid, u [QAasedl, d? duRlaell 343l M2 wellel Al HER
cacRellell Solale st B. A WA & ¥ (AQas, il vl ueslad
Ul Ul Yrell dRs A8 ¥A Ua AR A YA Ylats] well Ancal
HZoll ASlotl [@ctal AR(AA 53 B AMall Wdlotoll dfQlelrll ctlRA Ual Aol
ASlA AURL AHEs-u(Es aldwl dRg Ay %,

wl (QRasdl, Gusd Geall Rty sal w B.

sl 3ol (Al Adl, @Busel Hocell Holcus  Al@rdni
Aol Hl Ll ®.

5cd .- wl sAHel, WA 5l dsll, Al v Rl Soteuy 3l 8,
sc 2.- vl scAHell, URAUHHL caruRal A5 AcEl(l Sty 53l B.

sy 3.- Ul sAHl Al Aoty 53 B ¥ dRaAURIA & MR dURASIRA
well yz wsal 1R, d well [@drel Adidsa gl well [@dRel cacra
ol alallHL wLadl.

s5cy ¥.- Ul scAHl, RUAs Adsw, oA WLl Yasl ua dl2R el
Wl WA xRAcd A2 BoslRsAUR ([AMZS 6lRL, A% W AiBd Acdlisnell
g&HAloll Ao, &R Wil ([AcdREl ccrRau dlsdal M2 Ay $31 B ua
AU AR gL AUAs sl A Adl 518 Ayl gl 918 well [@Actel
clcRUL dUsctcllefl sotas uel s3| 8.

SAAH Y-l sAHYl, 32 el @QdRel ArtHsnell Ul wa slell slotas
53 8 % Yuad Uglall Bl Wi aa [@Astx, wellell sinael; @Qdre
clcRUlel [uinl, (3a38et (Axoll), WHA, AUt W sacRll, uells] saselet
uug Aol well yast Wgseuiedl welell A3, gauot el olous Udl
wesladl, WRll 855Ul ajsulel Wal s Wl Walld westadl W
dold B.
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$AH 5.- Al seHl, @ well (Adrel AiHsq, wellett BdHidll wel
WollHd AVl HIR2, AU US1RA sclloll WRYell oty 31 8. dAsttell, Al
yed, 3l ol Al Addsol HR wWellolt B Al Molldcd AUl Wal
Al wellell stananll el g As1e{l AttAlAl ual Soteus 3 8.

SAH Y- Al sAHY|, Aol Addlsn gl sl A, (@Al weal Vet-
stalel 3o A sal Yol 2RAlal utllet, eldls Actiris gt well
sals2lol HoR sclloll I wllotdoll Hotauy s3l 8.

SAH ¢.- Wl sAHYL, B UYL %182 WLl QR ActiHsna well Waal w2
gt scuml 2l . dat wellett B U welly Hle: ysatell lotaus
531 8. Aoltedl, Acdiisn gl auRiasRaA welleg Hle: yz wsatell ual ot
531 B,

S5H ¢.- Wl seAHYlLUR duRiglell &q HR2 welletl Bl H@ASl uRldelR
AAHSA A 982 WLl [Adrel AdtHsA [Aad st well (el cuczaul Hi
welle] 2032 sAcalsll Rotae 53l B.

5cx 10.- Ul sAHl, Wellell GUAloL, ofslet, ollal, s1d Wl [Adrel cacral
A Ast s, URlloll Ycltgell HiUclloll Ultall WA ASL sdl, Aat@lsc A
wielladl Wag, A3l scll, wella olle aing, ewedlll sl adR Bal &2
will yrasl cacRel U Au@d S8 Al glRl sRAMHL wlcldl wlal MYSs
sl Uldol@d saefl glotaus sl .

SAAH 19.- Al scAHll, WMol scH 10Ul Wty sal Yyl yloi@d
sclloll Gecuol WEA €5oll lolale 53l 8.

SAH 90.- Wl seAHl A Rty 53 B ¥ UdtHsnell S8 sHAR], w(Asi3
wcll WA calsdal $98 olostaalll SlsURl s AR ¥ ewWcd(l3l 5
oAl@ wal Aol @len Hell oty 53l B.
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SAH 13.- A sAH], %l AHsnell AURsd wESElA AH Histcllal 510 sl
5wl WA wadl [[Aanl dsnsll olase] Gecdudt s3la 818 Ygld udd &
ugAl U8 @l B Al AttHs Bl Wl Y3 wsq sl Acl guRdlell 3sdl,
Bl WA dAWH scll Mol Rty 531 B Wal dURASIR AUl cAEAR
§AM 10 &60 dJoll $c &lalle wRUe WA Al Wl Yyadl sidl attvclell Aol
ueL latals 53l 8.

S5AH 1¥.- vl saAHl, seAd 10 ol Val-se (1)-oll WS (W), (§) waal (9)-oll
glolcllge] Becleot s3a 58 Al s sl waall afsallotell wusRRl Hi2ell
Wal A el AWE % sclloll HoLelly 531 B; Wl UHSNA UAA ofs2llotoll
aycllaeoll Koty sl B, wdl ayad, ¥Hld 1yl wisl i3 aya
sclloll gloleuy s3l 8.

scd 1U.- vl seHell, wUsRE AUESIEN AR s afsallolloll ayjcld idlsil
gsH [z wdlat s wllet 2% sl A 2ol Koty sl 8.

san 15.- wl seddl, udllet w@siRlot gsHell Qg cdle? AAAR WAREA
ofloy wdlet % scllell A Hiell Slotauy s3l 8.

SAH 10.- Wl SAHYl A¥A AR, WA e Uod UeA(l cadl dle?
AUA2 WAIEdl uall scll Hizell Slotcle 31 8. dotlll MUl Wl Wl
edloll AnEsell sllclaAl U ARA Mol wal WU ctoll (Al sal el uaL
oLy 531 8.

SAAH 1¢.- Ul sAHYl, vl scAHHl spAA Qetoll sHall wHell $H.(l
Ysagll s, AcltHsA wacl Al AR5 UESIFA fellell Hisatn scll U2l
oty 531 B.

scx ¢ &l 29.- w s, RAa 518l egHda ol ol slAERD UR Al
UR(AAMAl GURce AU A dJollall cARS ol Aall H2ell Slolals 531 8.
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s 2e.- dl seAHYl Al Aoty s3I B ¥ AwAU AWIR, Y%A slBsleall
WRAHAHE,  Rerustdl o@ettiedll, s sclit 2ySRlact AlRge  wadl

AW (Aeot AlRgeoll As wacdl Al ay sléal wl WA ds0ell dfeitxllell
BsUl AW M2, Y5R 5l (designated court) 313 Y522 831 s,

SAH 23.- Wl sAHUL, AU URSRA, ASUAHL @M, Blall HEaUHH
e saumi wd Adl aioldHl wa Al ollclAl WA ARAlA wW@at A,
(R200 salell Attt Retauel Weltell Ut Ukl 518 Uxdl, sléa Wucltsll Ul
H2oll Rotauy 3l 8.

$AH 2¥.- wl scAHl, vl AR RAAHAl Bolcugvloll HHA HIZ WA 209 218
Acl e, UEs AtHsA waucl Q8 auclell Awad UsRe{l Udloll
Kolaly 3| 8.

sax ou.-  dwl sauell, Ysolaell sl sl U wHeA &l y(d weed
gty s3l B.

SEH 25.- vl seHl, AU USSR, Ul HIRAA: AEEAHGAL 342 UR ULsal
A WA 53, Vel-sed (R)HL Qe sl aletdl He Qs salell (dl
HAO ©.

S5cAd 29.- wll scAHell, vl ARRAAUHAL wHA ARl ol Yedoll vieR, Yo¥cll
€2 sclloll waal wl ARRAAUA GRA WA 3Bl AU A2l ot §a A
Wcllal %331 Aol s wRUl Ad §8 uQl sl sclell A¥A UsR6Al AUrltoll
gty 53l B.

$aReus oalday,
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sleusla aLél

A%Usll AHSO gl WE[AUHA wWHA sclloll dlanell, AXpAUL otcll
ol Glell s2cell 518 e otel. wuell, 2 @QRAaus, URAARA scuHl
WA Wl WHAHL claatHl A, A ApA AsOAd gsHiell wads uaal
Uollalds, 58 el Wl Ul «@.

$aReus ollaloiay,

tRslal Al Wucte(l atél
ul [QRasHl, oAl oltetdlotl doiuHl, wRisla dtoll Auelell 2l
RoLeLE 53| B:-

SAH 1.- Ul scAHo(l Val-seH (3) Ul AxAU USSR, AW UAHL &l
WERAAH B AR WHAHL 2AD A ARl W 3L R A2ms{l ogel-o€l
Rl HIS g el-El AR atssl scllell Attt HA B.

SAH ¥.- M $AMall URdsl, AU AWSRA, ASUAHL S1&etHLl, Wllal 2002

AL Al Qrctk HE @ Well QdRel calaral dlsacl HIZ Ml S\
NGl W@t s2clloll AUl HA B.

SAH .- AL sAHo(l Wel-seH (1) YU, AU URsRA, UdtHso % A wellel
BUAHIYUl Wl MollHd AWl HIZ AU HRsIRA WY 53| AsA A Il
slalclloll Ul HA B,

S5 .- Ul scAHo{l Val-ser (1), AU URSRA U Aci[Ad UtHsO,
wille] sasaet Andal WAl AEAN, B oyoltdl, ¥ $l WA W @
ElAA] U wRY 5l HSFA A olyoll, $l Wl €3N (A wecll
el-slAel waal Ayl (@Al spuadlell At HA B.
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S5AH ¢.- vl seHo(l Wel-5cH (3)UL Ax2A ARs1RA, WRllett 1Seall A ua

stlaa, Q00ell s2laciell Ul HA B.

SAH 1¥.- (1) Al seHo{l Val-sAH ()L AU AR, wsel w@sA %

HIUESL A Jldal wtllot 8L, Wot(Ascd Ml auR well Wadls 50
Ul B d M2 Salslot WUUHL AR sl A & Ralsll &q Hizell
uRflett GUAOLA S1RAL AUHSOA UAA W2 AUl ofslotall 450
scl A, B HUES A A Rarledl spctcll Al HA B.

() Al sl Val-scd (¥)dl, AU UBRA, AHsA ¥ 3l
U500 @Sl AUy sl ASA A At (Al sgcasl Ul
HA B,

SAH 4.~ (1) Al seHo(l Wal-sAH (1)U, AU URsR4, wusRR1 U@ s

SAH 1Y 8601 sl gsHAl oLy YAl 88 culsl 3 auRlasl?, gsHoll
dlfluell lu Radoll yedoll 2ieR, B §l wa exclaxl A, wdle
UEsEA 2R sl ASA A Sl U gxclAR], Ranell s2unacsll Ul
HA B,

() Al seHoll Vet-sed (), AU UBRA, B Id AXA URBR
Ul w@sRell Augs s ASA A 3d, [Aarlell s:ncclell AUl Ua
0.

SAH 15.- (1) ¥l sAHo{l Vel-sAH (1), AU UsRA, wsRe(l U@ s3A

(R)

s U 3601 s gsHYUl ol A culsel AUl AURLASR, §sHoll
dlluell AU (Badoll Yedoll vie, ¥ 4l Wal excllAsl WA, sEAH 19
&601 RUAc cler AUA2 HMARLEA olly 4 sl AN A gl ua
£xclA%wl, el s2naclsdl Ut 1A B.

Ul sAHoll Val-sed (1)l, AU ABBRA, dlek VA2 WNAEA
Rs8ell dut sal ugl ¥ sAA Ul gsH sl ABA A sRA
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THE GUJARAT DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLY (PROTECTION) BILL,
2019.

GUJARAT BILL NO. 24  OF 2019.

A BILL

to prevent unauthorized or excessive drawl of water, damage to water supply
infrastructure; and to protect domestic water supply system in the State of
Gujarat and for the matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

It is hereby enacted in the Seventieth Year of the Republic of India as
follows:-
1. (1) This Act may be called the Gujarat Domestic Water Supply (Protection)  short title, extent
and

Act, 2019. commencement.

(2) It extends to whole of the State of Gujarat.



Definitions.

(3)

2.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)

It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint; and different dates may be
appointed for different provisions of this Act.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

“Authority” means a public water distribution authority as specified
in section 4;

“Board” means the Gujarat Water Supply and Sewerage Board
established under section 3 of the Gujarat Water Supply and
Sewerage Board Act, 1978;

“bulk pipeline system” means any pipe line, size of which is more
than 300mm diameter or such lower size of pipeline which feeds
water to storage reservoir or Water Treatment Plants and includes
open conveyance channels water storage systems, and valves or
attachments on such pipeling;

“connecting pipe” means a pipe connecting distribution line to the
user’s house or premises through which he receives water;
“distribution pipeline” means pipelines other than used in bulk
pipeline system;

“domestic water” means water used for consumption by human
beings for drinking or other domestic purposes such as cooking,
bathing, washing, cleaning and other day-to-day activities; and
includes consumption of water for live-stock.

Explanation: For the purpose of this Act, the supply of water for
domestic purposes shall also include supply of water among others
to commercial units, industrial establishments or institutions by the
Authority;

“group residential connection” means a water connection to a user
who owns or occupies more than four dwelling units for residential
purposes and water is used for household purpose only;

“GWIL” means the Gujarat Water Infrastructure Limited, a

Guj. 18 of 1979.



18 of 2013.

Bom. LIX
of 1949.

Guj.34 of
1964.

Guj.18 of
1993.

41 of
2006.

Government company incorporated under the Companies Act, 2013;

(i) “local authority” for the purpose of this Act means-

1)
(k)

(M

(m)

(n)

(0)

()
(@

(1) a municipal corporation, constituted under the Gujarat Provincial
Municipal Corporations Act,1949;

(i) a municipality, constituted under the Gujarat Municipalities
Act,1963;

(iii) a village panchayat, constituted under the Gujarat Panchayats
Act,1993;

(iv) a Cantonment area, constituted under the Cantonment Act, 2006;

“prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;
“public domestic water source” means a source of water which is
reserved for domestic purposes fully or partially;
“public water distribution system” means a water supply system as
provided under section 3; and includes source, conveyance system
including bulk and distribution pipe lines, valves and fixers, storage
or cisterns, electrical installations, pumping stations, water meter,
treatment plant, stand posts or taps and all other equipments,
attachments or accessories connected thereto, through which water
is supplied;
“regular connection size” means size of the connecting pipe which
is normally granted by the Authority to a user in the public water
distribution system;
“residential connection” means a water connection granted to a
user who owns or occupies a dwelling unit for residential purpose
and water is used for residential use only;
“residential use” means use of water from public water distribution
system for the household purpose only;
“Schedule” means Schedule appended to this Act;
"user" means a person having a valid water connection for
receiving domestic water supply from the public water distribution

system.
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3. A public water distribution system is a water supply system laid or owned by

an Authority for supplying water, for domestic purposes to users.

4. (1) No authority other than a local authority, the Board or GWIL shall lay or

own a public water distribution system in the State:

Provided that the State Government may, in public interest, by a
notification in the Official Gazette, authorize any other agency to lay or own a
public water distribution system for such area, as it may deem fit.

(2) The jurisdiction of the local authority shall be its local limits and the
jurisdiction of the Board and GWIL shall be whole of the State:

Provided that where a local authority or an agency has laid a part of the
public water distribution system outside its limits or area, the same shall be

deemed to be within its jurisdiction for the purposes of this Act:

Provided further that the Board may, on a request made by a local
authority, lay and operate public water distribution system within the limits of

such local authority.

5. (1) The Authority shall have following powers and functions, namely:-
I. Relating to water source —
(a) to own a water source;
(b) to get user right of a source from the Government or any other person;
(c) to get water reserved or allocated from a source;
(d) to procure water;
(e) to develop a water source;
() to get water from any source for its domestic use;
I1. Relating to distribution system —
(a) to plan, design, execute, operate, manage or maintain a public water

distribution system;



I11. Relating to water connection —

(a) to grant or disconnect water connection;

(b) to lay down size of connecting pipe to be granted to a user normally, and
different sizes can be fixed different kinds of users;

(c) to lay down terms and conditions for grant of water connection including
residential connections or disconnection thereof; and different norms or
terms and conditions may fixed for different kind of users; and

(d) to fix water charges for different category of users subject to the
condition that such charges shall not be less than the charges fixed by
the State Government for that category of users;

IV. Relating to protection of public water distribution system-

(@) to prevent theft of water from public water distribution system;

(b) to prevent misuse and wastage of water;

(c) to prevent damage to the public water distribution system, its parts or
components;

(d) to prevent tampering, obstruction, diversion, break or interference with
flow of water or defacing of public water distribution system;

(e) to prevent unauthorized drawl of water;

(F) to prevent excess drawl of water; and

(g) to take such other measures to protect public water distribution system
as may be required.

(2 The Authority shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, have such other
powers and functions to do a thing which may be necessary or expedient for
carrying out the purposes of this Act.

3) It shall be the responsibility of the Authority to ensure or take adequate
measures for protection of public water distribution system including prevention
of damage or obstruction to the system or for prevention of unauthorized or

excess drawl of water.
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6. (1) The Authority may apply to the State Government for reservation of

water from a source in the manner as may be prescribed.

2) The State Government may, by an order, reserve a water source or such
quantity from a water source, for such period and for such Authority or
Authorities as it may consider necessary. The State Government may allocate
water from a source either fully or partially, to different Authorities keeping in
view the demands and requirements of the Authorities as it may deem fit:

Provided that the State Government may, while making an order under
sub-section (2), specify whether such reservation is of permanent nature or for a
specific period as may be expedient.

3) The reservation of water for an Authority may be renewed by an order

of the State Government.

4) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 5 or sub-sections (1) to
(3) of this section, the State Government or owner of the water source, as the
case may be, shall be responsible for the protection of water source, and shall

exercise all powers and functions as may be required.

7. (1) A person or an Authority desirous of having a water connection shall
make an application in such form, with such fees and along with such documents
as may be prescribed by the rules, bye-laws or regulations of the Authority, to
the concerned Authority having jurisdiction for the purpose of granting water

supply connection.

2 On receipt of an application made under sub-section (1), the Authority
shall scrutinize the same and if it is satisfied, shall grant the water connection
subject to sub-section (4) and on such terms and conditions as it may specify.

The conditions may include the terms of supply, quantum of water, usage,



accessories as may be required, pricing, metering, conditions for protection of

water supply system and such other conditions as it may deem fit.

3 The Authority shall grant connection subject to the rules, bye-laws or

regulations made by it for the purpose:

Provided that such rules, bye-laws or regulations may provide for
different conditions for different category or class of users while granting water

connection.

(4) The Authority shall grant water connection to a user from such distribution
pipeline as it may decide depending upon the availability of infrastructure in the
public water distribution system and its operational requirements. The decision

of the Authority in this regard shall be final.

8. (1) A water meter shall be installed at the source from where an Authority is
authorized to draw water. The record of water drawl shall be submitted by the

Authority at such interval to the State Government as it may direct.

(2)  The Authority may provide a water meter or ask user to put a water meter
and attach the same to connecting pipe joined with the distribution system of the
Authority in the premises of user or outside, subject to the rules, regulations or

bye-laws made by the Authority for the purpose.

9. (1) An annual water audit shall be carried out for a water source used for the
purpose of domestic supply by the State Government or an agency which owns

such water source.

(2)  Anannual water audit shall be carried out by each of the Authorities for

the public water distribution system laid or owned by it.

Water
Meter.

Water
Audit.
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3) The manner and scope of the water audit shall be such as may be

prescribed by the State Government.

10. (1) No person in relation to public water distribution system shall-

Q) damage, destroy, deface or tamper with the system;

(i) tamper valves, or similar devices to change the flow of water;

(iii)  tamper with flow measurement devices including water meters;

(iv)  obstruct, divert, break or interfere flow of water or impede operation
or maintenance of system;

(V) draw water from a public distribution system by connecting or
joining a pipe or any other attachment directly or indirectly or by any
means, for any purpose without an authorized connection having
been obtained from the Authority;

(vi)  draw water in excess of permitted quantity directly or indirectly by
tampering the system, use of wrongful means or in contravention of
terms and conditions on which connection has been granted by the
Authority; and

(vii) use the water other than the purpose for which the connection is

granted by the Authority.

2) No person shall take away in an unauthorized manner or indulge in the
theft of material, equipment or device, used or stocked for the purpose of being

laid in public water distribution system.

11. (1) Whoever in contravention of the provisions of section 10,

(i) damages, destroys or defaces a public water distribution system
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend

to two years or with fine, which may extend to rupees one lakh or



equal to the amount of damage caused to the system or loss suffered
by the Authority, whichever is higher, or with both;

(if) tampers a public water distribution system to disturb working of
system, tampers valves or similar devices to change the flow, tamper
with flow measurement devices including water meter shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six
months or with fine which may extend to rupees fifty thousand or
with both;

(iii) obstructs, diverts, breaks or interferes with flow of water; or
impedes operations or maintenance of system shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months or

with fine which may extend to rupees twenty thousand or with both.

(2) Whoever in contravention of the provisions of section 10 draws water from
a public distribution system by connecting or joining a pipe or any other
attachment directly or indirectly, or by any means, for any purpose without an
authorized connection obtained from the authority shall be punishable with such

punishment as provided in Schedule I.

(3) Whoever in contravention of the provisions of sub-clauses (i) to (vi) of sub-
section (1) of section 10 draws water in excess of permitted quantity directly or
indirectly by tampering the system, use of wrongful means or in contravention
of terms and conditions on which water connection has been granted by the

Authority, shall be punishable with such penalty as provided in Schedule 1.

(4) Whoever other than a user who has a residential connection, in contravention
of the provisions of section 10 uses the water other than the purpose for which
the water connection is granted shall be punishable with a fine which may extend

to rupees twenty thousand.
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(5) A person taking away in an unauthorized manner or indulging in the theft
of material, equipment or device used or stocked for the purpose of public water
distribution system shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to three years or with fine, which may extend to rupees one lakh or with
both.

(6) Whoever abets any offence specified in sub-sections (i) to (v) of sub-
section (1) of section 10 shall be punished with the punishment provided for the
offence in the relevant sub-section of this section:

Provided that whenever such an offence is abetted by an employee,
officer, office bearer or an agency engaged by the Authority, the abettor shall be
punished with imprisonment or fine provided for the offence which shall be
double the amount specified in the relevant sub-sections, or with both.

12. (1) No person shall obstruct or interfere in discharge of the duties and
functions by an employee, officer or a person authorized by the Authority under
the provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder.

(2) Whoever contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months or with fine,

which may extend to rupees ten thousand or with both.

13. (1) Any person or officer of the Authority authorized in this behalf by the
Authority may -

@ enter and inspect at any time in any premises where water is supplied
by the Authority or any components of public water distribution
system lies, if it appears necessary to him for ascertaining proper
functioning of the system or to inquire whether any activity has been
carried or is being carried out in contravention of the provisions of

this Act or an act has been or is being committed which is prohibited



2 0f 1974

"

under the Act;

(b) search, seize and remove all such devices, instruments or any other
articles which has been, or is being, or is likely to be used for
contravention of the provisions of this Act or for committing an act

which is prohibited;

(c) examine or seize any books of accounts, materials or documents,
equipment or devices which in his opinion shall be useful as evidence
for or relevant to, any proceedings in respect of an offence under
section 10 and allow the person from whose custody such books of
accounts, materials or documents, equipment or devices are seized to

make copies thereof or take extracts there from in his presence.

2 The owner or occupant of the place or premises of search or any person
on his behalf shall be allowed to remain present, as far as possible, during the
search and a list of all the things seized in the course of such search shall be
prepared and delivered to such occupant or person who shall sign the list.

3) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 relating to
search and seizure shall apply, to searches and seizures carried out under this
sub-section.

4) Where, during an inspection or search of any place or premises under
sub-section (1), a user or a person is found to have committed an offence under
section 10, the authorized officer may disconnect the water supply to such place

or premises immediately without any notice.

14. (1) Any person or officer of the Authority authorized referred to in sub-
section(1) of section 13,who has entered, searched or inspected any premises
and has reason to believe that an offence is committed under clause (v), (vi) or
(vii) of sub-section (1) of section 10, shall prepare a report along with evidences

gathered and submit the same with his findings to the Assessing Officer

Assessment
of Loss.
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(hereinafter referred to as “Assessing Officer”) for the assessment of loss or

damage suffered.

2) Subject to such criteria and the manner as may be prescribed, the
Assessing Officer shall assess the loss or damage caused to the Authority on
account of unauthorized or excess drawl of water or use of water for a purpose
other than for which connection was granted, on the basis of the report referred
to in sub-section (1) of this section or after an enquiry, as may be required, and

pass an order of recovery for such loss or damages suffered by the Authority.

(3) The Assessment Officer shall have regard to the following factors while
passing an order under sub-section (2);-

(a) quantity of water drawn in unauthorized manner,

(b) duration of such activity,

(c) charge or rate of water supplied,

(d) quality of water,

(e) usage of water, and

(F) any other factors relevant for determination of the cost of water

drawn in unauthorized.

(4) The Assessing Officer shall be appointed by the Authority in such manner
as may be prescribed.
(5) The amount assessed under sub-section (2) shall be recoverable in the same

manner as an arrear of land revenue.

15. (1) A person or user aggrieved by an order of the Assessing Officer made
under section 14, may prefer an appeal to the Appellate Officer within a period
of thirty days from the date of the order along with such fees and such documents

as may be prescribed.

2 The Appellate Officer shall after examining the records and giving an

opportunity of being heard, pass an order as it deem fit.
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(3) The Appellate Officer shall be appointed by the State Government in such

manner as may be prescribed.

16. (1) A person aggrieved by an order of the Appellate Officer made under
section 15, may prefer a second appeal within a period of 30 days from the date
of the order passed by the Appellate Officer, along with such fees and such
documents as may be prescribed, to the Water Appellate Authority constituted
under section 17.

(2) The Water Appellate Authority shall after examining the record and
following such procedure as may be prescribed by the State Government in
consultation with the Water Appellate Authority and pass an order as it may
deem fit.

(3) The Water Appellate Authority shall have same powers as that a civil court.

17. (1) The State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette,
constitute a Water Appellate Authority for the purpose of deciding appeals filed
against an order passed by the Appellate Officer.

(2) The Water Appellate Authority shall consist of a Chairman and such
members as the State Government may specify.

(3) The terms and conditions of the Chairman and Members, and the procedure
to be followed by the Authority shall be such as may be prescribed.

18. (1) The Authority or any officer authorized by it in this behalf may by
general or a special order, either before or after the institution of the proceedings
for any offence punishable under this Act, accept from a user or a person
penalized with the offence by the way of compounding of the offence a sum
equivalent to double the maximum amount of fine prescribed in the relevant sub-
sections of section 11.

(2) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify
such reduced sum, for such offences, at which the Authority may compound the

offence. Further, the Authority shall not compound any offence on payment of

Water
Appellate
Authority

Constitution
of

Water
Appellate
Authority

Compounding
Offence
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sum below the limit fixed for the purpose of that offence by the State
Government.

3) When an offence has been compounded under sub-section (1), the
offender, shall be discharge and no further proceedings shall be made against
him in respect of the offence compounded, and if the offender is in custody, he

shall be discharged.

19. No civil court shall have the jurisdiction to deal with or decide any question
which the Assessing Officer or Appellate Officer, as the case may be, the Water
Appellate Authority empowered to deal with or decide with by or under this Act
and no injunction shall be granted by any civil court in respect of any action

taken or to be taken in pursuance of any of the provisions of this Act.

20. (1) The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything
containing any other law for the time being enforce, in so far as the provisions

relating to public domestic water supply.

2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being
in force, when anything in relation to water supply measures are required to be
done or approved under this Act, such things shall not be deemed to have been
unlawfully done or approved by reason only of the fact that permission, approval
or sanction required under such other law has not been obtained.

21.No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act or the
rules made thereunder except on a complaint made by the Authority or any
officer authorized in this behalf by the Authority, as the case may be.

22.For the purpose of providing speedy trial of the offences under this Act, in
any district or metropolitan area in the State, the State Government may, after

consultation with the High Court by notification in Official Gazette, designate
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one or more courts of Judicial Magistrate of First Class or, as the case may be,

of Metropolitan Magistrate in such district or metropolitan area.

23. (1) The State Government may, by notification in Official Gazette, delegate
any of its powers, except the power of making rules, exercisable by it under this
Act or the rules, to the Board in such matters and subject to such terms and
conditions, if any, as may be specified in such notification.

2) The Board may with prior permission of the State Government issue such
guidelines and advisory to the local authorities in respect of execution of this
Act.

24. The State Government may give, from time to time, such directions to the
authorities or the Board as it may deem fit, for giving effect to the provisions of
this Act and it shall be the duty of such authority or the Board to comply with

such directions.

25. No suit or prosecution proceedings shall lie against any person for anything
done in good faith or intending to be done under this Act or the rules made

thereunder.

26. (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules not inconsistent with this Act, for carrying out the purposes of this Act.
2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
provisions, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely:-
(a) the manner of making application by a public water distribution
authority, to the State Government for reservation of water from a
source under sub-section (1) of section 6;
(b) the manner and scope of water audit under sub-section (3) of section
9;
(c) The criteria and the manner for assessing the loss or damage caused

Delegation of
power.

Power to give
directions.

Protection of
action taken in
good faith.

Power to
make rules.
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to the Authority under sub-section (2) of the section 14;

(d) the manner of appointment of Assessing Officer under the sub-
section (4) of the section 14;

(e) the fees payable and documents to be attached with the appeal sub-
section (1) of section 15:

(F) the manner of appointment of Appellate Officer under the sub-
section (3) of the section 15;

(9) the fees payable and documents to be attached with the appeal under
sub-section (1) of section 16;

(h) the procedure for examining the appeal by the Water Appellate
Authority under sub-section (2) of section 16;

(i) The terms and conditions of the Chairman and Members, and the
procedure to be followed by the Water Appellate Authority under
sub-section (3) of section 17;

(1) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

(3) All rules made under this section shall be laid for not less than thirty days
before the State Legislature as soon as possible after they are made, and shall be
subject to rescission by the State Legislature or to such modifications as the State
Legislature may make, during the session in which they are so laid or the session
immediately following.

(4) Any rescission or modification so made by the State Legislature shall be

published in the Official Gazette and thereupon take effect.

27. (1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the
State Government may issue an order not inconsistent with the objects and
purposes of this Act, which appears to it to be necessary or expedient for the
purpose of removing the difficulty:

Provided that no order shall be made under this section after the expiry



17

of three years from the date of coming into force of this Act.

2 Every order made under sub-section (1) shall be laid, as soon as may be,

after it is made before the Legislature.

SCHEDULE I

(See sub-section (2) of section 11)

Nature of offence and punishment for unauthorized connection of water
depending upon pipeline from which water is drawn, nature of connection,

usage of water and size of connecting pipe:

Sr. No. Nature of Usage of Size of Punishment
Connection water connecting
pipe
1) ) (©) (4) (6)
A. Pipeline from which water is drawn: Distribution Line
1. Residential Residential Regular Fine not
Connection Use Connection exceeding
and Group Size rupees
Residential 3,000/-
Connection
2. Residential Residential Bigger than Fine not
Connection Use Regular exceeding
and Group Connection rupees
Residential Size 5,000/-
Connection
3. Other than Other than Regular Fine not
Residential Residential Connection exceeding
Connection Use Size rupees
5,000/-
4. Other than Other than Bigger than Fine not
Residential Residential Regular exceeding
Connection Use Connection rupees
Size 20,000/-
B. Pipeline from which water is drawn: Bulk pipeline system
5. Residential Residential Regular Fine not
Connection Use Connection exceeding
and Group Size rupees
Residential 5,000/-
Connection
6. Residential Residential Bigger than Fine not
Connection Use Regular exceeding
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Connection rupees
Size 20,000/-

7. Group Any Use Bigger than | Imprisonment
Residential Regular up to one
Connection Connection month or

Size penalty not
exceeding
rupees
20,000/- or
with both

8. Other than Other than Regular Imprisonment
Residential Residential Connection up to one
Connection Use Size month or

penalty not
exceeding
rupees
50,000/- or
with both

9. Other than Other than Bigger than | Imprisonment
Residential Residential Regular up to three
Connection Use Connection months or

Size penalty not
exceeding
rupees
1,00000/- or
with both

C. In case of any other offence, which is not covered in entry 1 to 9, shall
be punished with imprisonment of term not exceeding 3months or a
fine, which shall not exceed rupees 100,000/- or with both.

SCHEDULE I

(See sub-section ( 3) of section 11)

Nature of offence and punishment for unauthorized drawl of water from valid
connection depending upon nature of connection; usage of water and whether
the connecting pipe has been tampered with.

Sr. No. Nature of Usage of water | Punishment
Connection
(1) (2) 3 4

pipe

A. Unauthorized drawl of water without tampering with connecting
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1. Residential Residential Use Fine not
Connection exceeding

rupees 2,000/-
2. Other Than Other than Fine not
Residential Residential Use exceeding

Connection rupees 3,000/-

B. Unauthorized drawl of water by tampering with connecting pipe,
and/or joining a connecting pipe bigger than regular connection size

pipe
3. Residential Residential Use Fine not
Connection exceeding
rupees 5,000/-
4. Other than Other than Fine not
Residential Residential Use exceeding
Connection rupees

20,000/-
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Water is essential for life. Water is required for basic human need and
for the socio-economic development of the society. Gujarat is traditionally a
water scarce State and has been facing recurrent droughts. The problem in the
State is further accentuated due to uneven distribution of water, wherein, major
water sources are located in Central and South Gujarat regions.

Looking to the need of water, particularly in Saurashtra, Kachchh and
North Gujarat region, Government has planned and executed extensive Water
Grid, wherein, the water travels from dams of Central Gujarat to the arid zones
of North and Western parts of the State. Due to this Water Grid, the people in
these areas have received water to cater to their needs and thus drinking water
security has been achieved to a large extent. The Government have invested
heavily in the Water Grid to take water to the coastal areas and scarcity affected
areas of Saurashtra and Kachchh regions, where, drinking water scarcity has
been aregular phenomenon. The water grid has its extensive presence over these
areas spanning hundreds of kilometres of conveyance network including canals,
bulk pipelines and distribution network.

It is important that discipline is maintained in the operation of water
distribution and water reaches the end users in a regular manner within the
distribution system. Also, water needs to be distributed evenly within in a village
or city in order to reach to the end users properly. Unfortunately, certain water
users draw water illegally from the pipelines or over- draw water if they have a
valid connection. There are also instances, wherein water distribution systems
has either been contaminated, damaged or tampered with affecting system of
regular water supply. In such a scenario, water availability to the tail end users
reduces and they are deprived off water security. This situation calls for urgent
and strong measures to curb this kind of practices, wherein, normal operation of
water distribution system is disturbed and water security is jeopardized. It is

therefore proposed to enact a law for protection of domestic water supply.
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Any person, who damages, tampers or illegally draws water, is sought to
be punished so as to deter the people from doing such activities. The Act
provides for penalties and recovery of loss suffered by the water distribution
authorities on account of illegal drawl of water to prevent such activities. In
addition, the Bill provides for a mechanism to reserve water for domestic
purposes. It is expected that the Bill will prevent such disruptions leading to
better water security and safeguard people’s interest to receive safe drinking
water in a regular manner enhancing their quality of life and usher a better socio-

economic future to the people of the State.

This Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid objects.

The following notes on clauses explain, in brief, the important provisions
of the Bill:-

Clause 1.-This clause provides for short title, extent and commencement of the
Act.

Clause 2.-This clause provides for certain terms used in the Act.

Clause 3.-This clause provides that a public water distribution system shall be
laid by a public water distribution authority for supplying water for domestic

purposes to users.

Clause 4.- This clause provides for laying of public water distribution system
by the local authority, the Gujarat Water Supply and Sewerage Board and
Gujarat Water Infrastructure Limited, in the State and jurisdiction of respective
authority; and also provides for laying of public water distribution system by

any agency as may be authorized by the State Government.

Clause 5.- This clause provides for powers and functions of public water

distribution authority which are mainly related to procurement and development
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of water sources, allocation of water; and to plan, design, execute, operate and
maintain distribution system, to grant of water connection and to prevent theft,
misuse and wastage of water supply project, to prevent damages to the water

infrastructure and unauthorized drawl of water.

Clause 6.-This clause provides for making an application by a public water
distribution authority to the State Government for reservation of water from a
source. It also provides for the powers of the State Government to reserve the
water sources for such period and purposes and such authorities and allocation

of water from the source.

Clause 7.-This clause provides for manner of grant of water connection by the
local authority subject to such conditions as prescribed under the rules,
regulations or by-laws made by the respective authority.

Clause 8.-This clause provides for installation of water meter at the water source
from where a public water distribution authority is authorizes to drawl water. it

also provide for providing water meter by the authority to users.

Clause 9.-This clause provides for water audit to be carried out by the authority
who owns a water source used for domestic purpose and also for public water

distribution authority for the water distribution system laid by it.

Clause 10._This clause provides for prohibition of certain acts, by any person in
relation to public water distribution system, such as use of water, damage,
destroy, tamper with the public water distribution system, tampering with the
with the measurement devises of flow of water, unauthorized drawl of water,
abstraction, diversion, interference, etc. with the maintenance of water supply

system.

Clause 11.-This clause provides for penalties for contravention of prohibitions

of acts provided in section 10 of the Act.

Clause 12.-This clause provides that no person shall obstruct or interfere in
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discharge of duties to any employee, officer or authorized person of the

authority, and punishment there for.

Clause 13.- This clause provides for power of any authorized officer of the
authority for search, seizure and inspection of any premises where water is
supplied by the authority, if he has reason to believe that any activities has been
or being carried out in contravention of the provisions of the Act or the rules and
also to disconnect the water supply if a user or a person is found to have
committed offence under section 10.

Clause 14.- This clause provides for assessment of loss or damaged caused to
the authority by the act of any person in contravention of provisions of clause
(V). (vi) or (vii) of sub-section (1) of section 10 and submission a report; and
recovery of loss on account of damage caused to the authority. It also provides

for recovery of loss as an arrear of land revenue.

Clause 15.- This clause provides for manner of preferring appeal to the appellate

officer against the order of recovery of loss passed by the assessing officer.

Clause 16. - This clause provides manner of preferring second appeal to the
Water Appellate Authority against the order of Appellate Officer.

Clause 17.- This clause provides for constitution of the Water Appellate
Authority by the State Government consisting of the Chairman and other
members. It also provides for terms and conditions of appointment of Chairman
and Members and procedure for deciding the appeal.

Clause 18.- This clause provides for compounding of offences by the authority
or such authorized officer, on payment of double the amount of penalty

prescribed in relevant clause.

Clauses 19 to 21.- These clauses provide for Bar of Jurisdiction of civil court,

overriding effect of this Act over other laws and cognizance of offence.
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Clause 22. - This clause provides that the State Government may, by notification
in the Official Gazette designate one or more courts of Juridical Magistrate of
First Class or of Metropolitan Magistrate in consultation with the High Court of
Guijarat as designated court for speedy trial of the offences under this Act.

Clause 23.- This clause provides for the power of State Government to delegate
any of its powers except the power of making rules, by notification in the Official
Gazette, to the Board in such matter and subject to such terms and conditions as
may be specified in such notification.

Clause 24.- This clause provides for the power of the State Government to give
directions to the local authorities or the Board as it may deem fit for giving effect

to the provisions of this Act.

Clause 25.- This clause provides for the usual indemnity for acts done in good
faith.

Clause 26.-This clause empowers the State Government to make rules generally
for carrying out the purposes of this Act and particularly for the matters specified

in sub-section (2).

Clause 27.-This clause provides for the power of the State Government to
remove, by an order, any the difficulty or do anything not inconsistent with the
objects and purposes of this Act, which appears to it to be necessary or expedient

within a period of three years from coming into force of this Act.

KUNVARJIBHAI BAVALIYA,



25

FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

As the Act would be implemented by the Authority of the State thus,
there is no proposal to create new posts in the State. Therefore, if this Bill is
enacted and brought into force, there would not be any additional expenditure,

recurring or non-recurring, form the Consolidated Fund of the State.

KUNVARJIBHAI BAVALIYA,

MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION

This Bill provides for delegation of legislative powers in the following

respects:-

Clause 1.- Sub-clause (3) of this clause empowers the State Government by
notification in the Official Gazette, to appoint the date on which this Act
shall come into force; and different dates may be appointed for different

provisions of this Act.

Clause 4.- Proviso to this clause empowers the State Government, by
notification in the Official Gazette, to authorize any other agency to lay a

public water distribution system for such area as it may deem fit.

Clause 6.- Sub-clause(1) of this clause empowers the State Government to
prescribe by rules, the manner in which the Authority may apply to the

State Government for reservation of water from a source.
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Clause 7.- Sub-clause (1) of this clause empowers the State Government and the
concerned authority to prescribe by rules or bye laws or regulations as the
case may be, the form in which, the fee witn which, and the documents
alongwith which a person or an Authority desirous of having a water

connection shall make an application.

Clause 9.- Sub-clause (3) of this clause empowers the State Government to

prescribe by rules, the manner and scope of water audit.

Clause 14.- (i) Sub-clause (2) of this clause empowers the State Government to
prescribe by rules, the criteria and the manner subject to which the
Assessing Officer shall assess the loss or damage caused to the Authority
on account of unauthorized or excess drawl of water or use of water for a
purpose other than for which connection was granted.

(ii) Sub-clause (4) of this clause empowers the State Government to prescribe
by rules, the manner in which the Assessing Officer shall be appointed by
the Authority.

Clause 15.- (i) Sub-clause (1) of this clause empowers the State Government to
prescribe by rules, the fees and the documents alongwith which a person
or user aggrieved by an order of the Assessing Officer made under section
14, may prefer an appeal to the Appellate Officer within a period of thirty
days from the date of the order.

(i) Sub-clause (2) of this clause empowers the State Government to prescribe
by rules, the manner in which the Appellate Officer shall be appointed by

the State Government.

Clause 16.- (i) Sub-clause (1) of this clause empowers the State Government to
prescribe by rules, the fees and the documents alongwith which a person

or user aggrieved by an order of the Assessing Officer made under section
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15, may prefer a second appeal to the Water Appellate Authority
constituted under section 17, within a period of thirty days from the date

of the order.

(ii) Sub-clause (1) of this clause empowers the State Government to prescribe
by rules, the procedure followed by which the Water Appellate Authority
shall pass an order after examining the record.

Clause 17.- (i) Sub-clause (1) of this clause empowers the State Government
by notification in the Official Gazette, to constitute the Water Appellate
Authority consisting of the Chairman and members as may be specified
therein.

(i) Sub-clause (3) of this clause empowers the State Government to prescribe
by rules, the terms and conditions of the Chairman and members the Water
Appellate Authority; and also empowers to prescribe the procedure to be

followed by the Water Appellate Authority.

Clause 18 - Sub-clause (2) of this clause empowers the State Government by
notification in the Official Gazette, to prescribe such reduced rate for such
offences at which the Authority or any other officer authorized by it shall
compound the offence.

Clause 22. - This clause empowers the State Government by notification in the
Official Gazette, in consultation of the High Court, to designate one or
more Courts of the Judicial Magistrate of First Class or Metropolitan
Magistrate, in the district or metropolitan area, as the case may be as

designated court for speedy trial of offences under this Act.

Clause 23. - sub-clause(2) of this clause empowers the State Government, by
notification in Official Gazette, to delegate any of its powers, except the

power of making rules, exercisable by it under this Act or the rules, to the
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Board in such matters and subject to such terms and conditions, if any, as

may be specified in such notification.

Clause 24.- This clause empowers the State Government, by notification in the
Official Gazette, to issue, from time to time, directions to the local
authorities or the Board as it may deem fit for giving effect to the

provisions of this Act.

Clause 26.- This clause empowers the State Government, by notification in the
Official Gazette, to make rules not inconsistent with this Act for carrying

out the purposes of this Act.

Clause 27.- This clause empowers the State Government by an order, to remove
any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, or do
anything not inconsistent with the objects and purposes of this Act, which

appears to it to be necessary or expedient within a period of three years.

The delegation of legislative power as aforesaid is necessary and of a

normal character.

Dated the 22" July, 2019. KUNVARJIBHAI BAVALIYA.
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GUJARAT BILL NO. 24 OF 2019.
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to prevent unauthorized or excessive drawl of water,
damage to water supply infrastructure; and to protect
domestic water supply system in the State of Gujarat and
for the matters connected therewith or incidental

thereto.
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