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Chief Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioner appointed in the
Commission since the formation of Gujarat Information Commission and their service period

Chief Information Commissioner

Dr. P.K.Das IAS (Retd.)

Dt. 14-10-2005 to 10-06-2006

Shri R.N.Das IAS ( Retd.)

Dt. 7-7-2006 to 6-7-2011

Shri D. Rajgopalan IAS ( Retd)

Dt. 28-11-2011 to 25-7-2014

Shri Balvantsigh 1AS ( Retd.)

Dt. 26-7-2014 to 5-12-2016

Shri V.S.Gadhavi IAS ( Retd.)

Dt. 4-2-2017 to 19-1-2018

Shri D.P.Thakar

from 2-5-2018 till date

State Information Commissioner

Smt. Netra Shinoy IAS (Retd.)

Dt. 20-3-2010 to 25-9-2011

Shri A.J.Shukla IAS ( Retd.)

Dt. 20-3-2010 to 25-11-2012

Shri Balvantsingh IAS ( Retd.)

Dt. 16-1-2012 to 25-7-2014

Shri V.S.Gadhavi IAS ( Retd.)

Dt. 15-7-2013 to 3-2-2017

Smt. Shridevi Shukla

Dt. 15-5-2014 to 12-2-2015

Shri B.G.Panchasara

Dt. 15-5-2014 to 12-2-2015

Shri H.V.Patel IAS ( Retd.)

Dt. 13-4-2016 to 30-4-2018

Shri R.R.Varasani IAS ( Retd.)

From 13-4-2016 till date

Shri D.P.Thakar

Dt. 29-8-2016 to 1-5-2018

Shri K. M. Adhvaryu

From 22-04-2019 till date

Shri R.J.Karia

From 22-04-2019 till date

Shri V.P.Pandya

From 22-04-2019 till date

In Gujarat Information Commission, Chief Commissioner of Imformation and State

Commissioner of Information were functional during 2018-19 as follows.

Chief Information Commissioner

Shri D.P.Thakar
Dt. 2-5-2018 to 31-3-2019

¥

State Information
Commissioner
Shri H.V.Patel 1AS (Retd.)
Dt. 1-4-2018 to 30-4-2018

State Information

State Information

Commissioner
Shri D.P.Thakar
Dt. 1-4-2018 to 1-5-2018

Commissioner
Shri R.R.Varasani IAS (Rstd.)
Dt. 1-4-2018 to 31-3-2019

\Y







PREFACE

The Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI Act) has completed 14 years in the year 2019.
A careful study of more than 80000 appeals and complaints received by the Commission during
these years reveals that the citizens are using this Act more effectively whereas on the other hand,
public authorities are also working more effectively due to their training and experiences.

In Gujarat Information Commission, following Chief Commissioner of Information and
State Commissioner of Information were performing duties during 2018-19.

@) Chief Information Commissioner
Q) From 2-5-2018 to 31-3-2019
(b) State Information Commissioner
(1) From 1-4-2018 to 30-4-2018
2 From 1-4-2018 to 1-05-2018
3 From 1-4-2018 to 31-3-2019 - 3 commissioners

Appeals/Complaints received in the Commission are heard chronologically. During the year,
total8982 applications were disposed. The Commission has started hearings of cases through Video
Conference on every Wednesday. It has got favourable response from the applicants residing in the
remote and interior parts of the State because they and Government officers do not have to travel
upto Gandhinagar for hearing in such cases. Hearing through this medium was undertaken in
different districts from 2014-15.Details of the districts which have been covered in 2018-19 through
video-conferencing have been given in chapter-6 in which mostly remote districts of the state have
been given priority.

Applications received by the Commission are now scrutinized at the initial stage. As a result
of undertaking of this process, the posts sent ‘for intimation’ and the duplicate appeals/copies are
found at receipt stage only and the duplication of work has been avoided. The work of
computerization relating to the Appeals/copies received by the Commission is in progress. This
work procedure has enhanced effitiveness of the Commission.

They have been uploaded in R.T.I annual return system prepared by the State Government
with a view to know as to how many applications have been received by the various Public
Authorities under the Right to Information Act, 2005.These uploaded details are to be displayed
after their analysis. Details on the appeals so uploaded on the State Government portal are to be
displayed in different manner so that the number of applications received by the various Public
Authorities, action taken thereupon, the number of applications which were rejected etc. can be
known. But it is noticeable that as mentioned in earlier reports, compared to the number of RTI
applications uploaded during the year 2017-2018 by all the Public Authorities of the State, there has
been decrease in the number of applications received during the year 2018-2019. Departments of
the State and Public Authorities under them had received 97023 applications during the year 2017-
2018. The number of such applications is shown as 118638 during this year 2018-2019.

It is absolutely necessary not to show lethargy by various Public authorities in uploading the
details of applications on the RTI annual return system developed by the Government.

The Commission has also developed its own website, which is updated periodically. The
details available on the website have been shown in chapter-12.

The statistical information of the Public Authorities, included in this Annual Report of the
Commission has been obtained on 16-11-2019 from http://rti-ar.guj.nic.in system developed by the
State Government for this Act.

* k%
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(1)

CHAPTER-2

Details of action taken during the year 2018-2019 by the State Government for the

implementation of the Right to Information Act, 2005.

)

3)

(4)

As per section-16(4) of the Right to Information Act-2005, resignation of the State
Information Commissioner Shri D.P.Thakar in the Gujarat Information Commission.(by the
notification dated 2/5/2018)

As per section-16(4) of the Right to Information Act-2005, resignation of the State
Information Commissioner Shri H. V. Patel in the Gujarat Information Commission.(by the
notification dated 15/5/2018)

As per section-16(4) of the Right to Information Act-2005, appointment of the State
Information Commissioner Shri D.P.Thakarin the Gujarat Information Commission.(by the
notification dated 2/5/2018)

The Rules and regulations were prescribed for the appointment of Chief Information
Commissioner Shri D.P.Thakar( by resolution dated 12-06-2018)

Training Programmes conducted during the year 2018-2019.

Total 26 training programmes of 2 two-days were conducted at the officeon Right to
Information Act-2005, in which total 277 participants including Public Information Officers
and Appellate Authorities had been imparted training and 1154man-days were created.

Besides this, R.T.I training programmes were organised in different regional offices at
district level through 6 Regional Training Centers under SPIPA in which 2198 persons were
trained in total 27 one day training programmes.

A workshop training/seminar was organized for college students at V. T.Choksi Law college,
Surat in which, total 268 students were trained. A seminar on Right to Information Act-2005
was organized at Shrimati A.S.Chaudhari Mahila College, Mahesana for raising awareness
among college students.

Details of the Notification issued under Section 24(4) of the Right to Information Act,
2005 designating/exempting any organisation.

Anti corruption bureau of Gujarat State and its relevant organizations have been exempted
under section 24(4) of the Right to Information Act-2005 vide the Home Department
notification no. GG/2018/80/LRV/102018/792/H dated 22-10-2018 and Gujarat Industrial
Security Forces and its relevant organizations have been exempted under section 24(4) of
the Right to Information Act-2005 vide the Home Department notification no.
GG/2018/83RTI1/102017/249/C dated 3-11-2018.

Activities carried out by the State Government under Section 26 of the Right to
Information Act 2005.

Booklets/training material on Right to Information Act(act, rules and other matters) 2005
were provided to the trainees in R.T.I training programmes.

To make people aware about different provisions of RTI Act-2005 and its proper exercise,
work of publicity and spread of act through radio spot have been undertaken, under which
publicity through RTI spot/advertisementon Akashvani Ahmedabad was made in the entire
state.

Work of publicity through broadcasting of RTI spot advertisement of 30 and 60 second son
Doordarshan and Akashvani Ahmedabad have been undertaken in the entire state.



CHAPTER-3

Grant Allocation to the Gujarat Information Commission for Financial Year 2018-19.

Sr. No.

Plan/Non Plan

Budget Head

Amount of Grant (Rs. in lakhs)

1.

Non Plan(Voted)

2070-00-800- 02

414.74

During the year 2018-2019, total amount of Rs.414.74lakhs was allotted to the Gujarat
Information Commission. During the year 2017-2018, total budgetary allocation was Rs.419.87
lakhs. Thus, compared to the earlier year, there was 1.22% decrease in the grant for the Financial
Year 2018-2019.

Budget Allocation to the
Commission for 2018-19

B Non Plan (Voted)




CHAPTER-4

(A)  Appeals/Complaints received by the Commission during the year 2018-2019.

Right to appeal has been given to the citizens under section-19 of Right to Information Act-
2005 as described in the right to citizens regarding appeal/complaints made by citizens under
section 18/19 of Right to Information Act-2005 and also in the functions and powers of the
commission in the annual reports published by Information Commission over the years. Provision
has been made to prescribe time limit for disposal of the complaints by Appeal late Authority and
time limit to make first appeal by the applicant. After decision of the First Appellate Authority or in
the circumstances when decision is not taken, clarifications regarding the matters, such as when to
make such appeal and to whom, has been made in the provision of the said section.

Under various departments of the Government, Commission received 10462 appeals/
complaints i.e. total 9653 Appeals and 809 Complaints during the year 2018-2019. Accordingly, the
percentage of Appeals is 92.26% and that of Complaints is 7.73%. During the year 2017-2018, total
10077 Appeals/Complaints were received by the Commission, which shows increase compared to
the last year.

Appeals/Complaints received
by the Commission during
2018-19

B Appeals

E Complaints

The above chart shows that, on the basis of total number of Appeals/Complaints received by the
commission during the whole year, it received average 872 Appeals/Complaints per month.

During the year, total 8982Appeals/Complaints were disposed off by the Commission agaist the
number of appeals received by it. That means on an average,748Appeals/Complaints per month and
25 Appeals/Complaints per day were disposed. All the above details have been shown in the form
of chart as follows:



(B) Details of Appeals/Complaints received and disposed off month-wise by the
Commission during the year 2018-2019.

Sr. Month Receipt Total Disposal Total
No. Appeal Complaint Appeal | Complaint
1 |April-2018 696 119| 815 852 130| 982
2 |May-2018 1027 102 1129 750 70| 820
3 |June-2018 823 87| 910 770 79| 849
4 |July-2018 819 67| 886 765 122 887
5 |August-2018 1024 46| 1070 779 104| 883
6 |September-2018 945 35| 980 743 50| 793
7 |October-2018 937 34| 971 729 34| 763
8 |November-2018 714 27| 741 603 43| 646
9 |December-2018 804 31| 835 693 38| 731
10 |January-2019 679 70| 749 507 47| 554
11 |February-2019 590 99| 689 504 42| 546
12 |March-2019 595 92| 687 479 49| 528
TOTAL 9653 809| 10462 8174 808| 8982

Of the total cases disposed by the Commission, 91% are Appeals and 9% are Complaints.

Appeals and Complaints received and
disposed during the year 2018-19
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As three posts of State Information Commissioners remained vacant during this year, the number of
disposed Appeals/Complaints have decreased.

(C) Department wise break-up of the Appeals/Complaints received by the Commission
during the year 2018-2019has been shown in Annexure-1.

Upon an assessment of the implementation of the RTI Act by various departments and
authorities thereunder shown in Annexure-1, the number of appeals received by the commission in
respect of these five departments are more.




The number of Appeals/Complaints received by the Commission in respect of these 05

departments is 6919, which is 66.13% of total Appeals/Complaints.

Sr. Department Number of | Number of Total Contribution
No Appeals | Complaints | Number | in Percentage
1 |Panchayat, Rural Housing and 2050 99 2149 20.54
Rural Development Department
2 |Revenue Department 1874 110 1984 18.96
3 |Urban Development and Urban 1187 63 1250 11.95
Housing Department
Home Department 906 95 1001 9.57
Education Department 902 50 952 10.00
Sub Total 6919 417 7336 70.12
Other Departments 2734 392 3126 29.88
Grand Total 9653 809 10462 100%

In this department, work related to important issues of the people is done and therefore,the

number of appeals/complaints in these departments has been found more.

The above statement shows that the total percentage of the five departments which received

more than 1000 applicationswhich is 70.12 details of which have been given in the graph below.

Working of five departments with
regard to implementation of RTI
Act
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Generally the numbers of appeals/complaints decrease if record based details/decisions are

provided within the time limit to the people seeking information. Therefore, the Commission feels
that the proceedings being carried by these five departments under the provisions of Right to
Information Act should be reviewed.




(D)  Applications and Appeals received during the year 2018-2019 by various Departments
and Public Authorities of the State Government.

During the year 2018-2019, Public Authorities working under various departments of the
Government received 118638 applications from the citizens requesting for information under the
Right to Information Act. Out of these, 6233 applications were received by the Departments directly
and the remaining 112405 applications were received by the Public Authorities working under
them. Department wise consolidated information is shown in Annexure-3. These details are also
shown in the following chart with a view to appreciate the use of Right to Information Act-2005 by
the Citizens through applications made to the various Departments and Public Authorities under
them in the State.

Applications received by departments and
Public Authorities during the year 2018-19

B Department

M Public Authorities

From the above chart, it can be seen that from among the total applications, departments
have received only 6.67% applications and the Public Authorities working under them have
received 93.33% applications. The public is required to contact the Public Authorities in the field
down to the village level for their day to day work and therefore, the number of RTI applications
made to such Public Authorities will be substantial.

Upon analysis of the information of the applications received by the various Departments
and Public Authorities under them, it appears that the following 05 Departments and their Public
Authorities have received 85187 applications during the year. This constitutes71.80% of total
applications received in the State. Details of these departments are shown in the following
statement.

Sr. Department Number of Applications received
No. Department Public Total Contribution
Authorities Number | in Percentage
1 | Urban Development and 00 41573 41573 35.04
Urban Housing Department
2 | Home Department 1071 27648 28719 24.21
3 | Revenue Department 1135 6883 8018 06.76
4 | Education Department 00 3817 3817 03.22
5 | Health and family welfare 00 3060 3060 02.58
department
Sub total 2206 82981 85187 71.80
Other Departments 4027 29424 33451 28.20
Total 6233 112405 118638 100




From the above statement, it can be seen that the Public Authorities of those departments,
which are responsible for providing services to the citizens and maintaining law and order, receive
the largest number of applications.

As provided under Sub-Section 2 of Section 25 of the Right to Information Act-2005, each
Department has to collect information from the Public Authorities under their control and furnish
the same to the State Government. For this purpose the State Government has developed a System
from which the Commission obtains the necessary data. All the Departments and Public Authorities
are required to upload data online on the website http://rti-ar.guj.nic.in of the Government of
Guijarat.

Upon analysis of the data of the Public Authorities and Departments for the purpose of
incorporating the same in the present report by the Commission, it appears that the number of
applications shown to have been received by some of the Departments and Pubic Authorities under
their Control is less. This appears to be the case with regard to the following departments:

(1) Education Department

2 Health and family welfare

3) Food and Civil Supply Department
4) Tribal Department

(5) Industries and Mines Department
(6) Women and Child Department

The functions of the above Departments affect the people right down to the Taluka and Village
level. These departments have substantial public dealing and therefore, it is but natural that many
people will make use of the Right to Information Act-2005 when they are not satisfied with their
working. Most of these departments, especially the Food, civil supplies and consumer affairs
Department have Public Authorities right down to the taluka level. If this department shows only
676 RTI applications were received by their public authorities during the year 2018-2019, the same
appears suspicious.

Similarly, another example of such type is Health and Family Welfare Department and
Education Department because as per Government policy, there are Health centres and Government
Primary Schools in almost all the villages of the State. So it is expected to receive considerable
number of RTI applications. However, when the numbers given were 3817 and 3060 respectively
which makes it eligible for scrutiny.

At this point of time, from scrutiny of annexure-3 on the applications received by the
departments, it should be noted that 11 departments had received zero applications. It can not be
believed that said departments had not received a single application during the entire year. This
shows that the departments are also non-willing in uploading information online.

Details of the applications under the Right to Information Act-2005 received during the year
2018-2019 by the above Departments/Public Authorities are as under:-
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Sr. Name of Department Details of applications received
No. by Departments and Public
Authorities under Right to
Information Act.
1 Education Department 3817
2 Health and Family Welfare Department 3060
3 Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Department 676
4 | Tribal Development Department 539
5 Industries and Mines department 348
6 | Women and child development department 325

From the details of above statement, it appears at first that the number of applications
received under RTI act is much lower in some departments where important work of providing
services to the people is undertaken. The Commission therefore, recommends to scrutinize the
matter whether applications under RTI Act received by every Public Authority as per procedure of
State Government have been uploaded in time or not and it also suggests to establish proper
mechanism for the same. The attention of the State Government is drawn by the Commission in the
matter. Therefore, it is imperative for Public Authorities to register the received applications and
maintain latest record for the same.




CHAPTER-5
Comparison of Appeals/Complaints received by the Commission during the last two years.

Details of Comparison of Appeals/Complaints received by the Commission during the last
two years has been shown in Annexure-2. Upon scrutiny of Appeal/Complaints received during the
year 2018-2019 from various Departments, it appears that total number of Appeals/Complaints has
increased to 385 during the year in comparison to the year 2017-18.

The Second Appeal is made to the Commission when the applicant is dissatisfied with the
information/reply given by the Public Information Officers of the Public Authorities or when the
First Appeal filed before the Appellate Authority against such a reply is not disposed off by the
Appellate Authority within the prescribed time limit or when the applicant is not satisfied with the
order of the Appellate Authority. Each Appeal/Compliant is properly scrutinized by the
Commission on the merits of Appeal/complaint. Such other Appeals are accepted considering
whether it is in context with information sought by Applicant. In the cases where information has
not been provided on the basis of record available at office of the Public Authority and with
reference to second appeal made by the applicant to the commission when First Appellate Authority
has not taken decision regarding second appeal, the Commission, hereby directs to First Appellate
Authority to take decision/dispose off the appeal as per rules.

Thus, Commission is making efforts for quick disposal of the first appeal of the applicant
and also that Appellants can avail information.

The number of Appeals/Compliants being admitted by the Commission regarding the
department mentoned below has shown some decline compraed to previous year.

Sr. 2018- 2017- . Increase / Reduction in
No. Name of Department 2019 2018 Difference percentage (%)
1 | Urban Development and Urban 1250 1281 -31 -2.42
Housing Department
2 | Home Department 1001 1321 -319 -24.17
3 | Education Department 952 1020 -68 -6.67
4 | Health and Family Welfare 354 408 -54 -13.24
Department
5 | Indusrties and Mines Department 188 256 -68 -26.56
Comparision Applications received by the
Commission during 2017-18 & 2018-19
1400 -
1200 -
1000 -
800 - m 2018-2019
000 7 W 2017-2018
400 Difference
200 -
0 . ;
-200 1 U'. H. bept. ‘ Dept: Mine; Dept.
-400




CHAPTER-6

Video Conference

Gujarat Information Commission is constantly making efforts for the quicker disposal of
pending Appeals/Complaints. For the first time, hearing of Appeals/Complaints through Video
Conference was conducted by the Commission in January 2014 on trial basis and on the basis of its
encouraging results, the video conference facility was also used for the conduct of
Appeals/Complaints of various Districts by using the infrastructure facilities available in the Office
of the concerned District Collectors in the year 2018-19. Accordingly, the arrangements have been
made in all the districts of the state for hearing of the appeals through video conference generally on
every Wednesday.

For the conduct of Appeals/Complaints through Video Conference, the Districts situated far
from Gandhinagar are being given preference, as a result of which the applicants as well as the
Public Information Officers/Appellate Authorities are not required to travel upto Gandhinagar. They
can present their case from the concerned district headquarter. Because of this, there will be saving
in terms of time and expenditure for the concerned applicants/officials. The interruption caused in
the Public Information Officer’s daily government work can be avoided and the travel expenditure
can be remarkably reduced.

The Video Conference was started from the year 2014-15 at Gujarat Information Commission.
Two Video Conferences in the year 2014-15, eleven in the year 2015-16, ten in the year 2016-17
and six in the year 2017-18 were held.

Schedule of 21 video conference held during 2018-19 is as follows:

Details of video conferences

No Date Place

1 11-10-2018 Dahod

2 17-10-2018 Surat

3 24-10-2018 Rajkot

4 15-11-2018 Jamnagar

5 20-11-2018 Porbandar

6 12-12-2018 Kachchha-Bhuj

7 19-12-2018 Bhavnagar

8 9-1-2019 Bharuch

9 16-1-2019 Surendranagar
10 23-1-2019 Navasari

11 30-1-2019 Banaskantha
12 6-2-2019 Junagadh

13 13-2-2019 Panchamahal
14 20-2-2019 Valsad

15 27-2-2019 Dahod

16 6-3-2019 Amareli

17 13-3-2019 Aravalli

18 16-3-2019 Muni.corp.vadodara
19 20-3-2019 Mahisagar
20 27-3-2019 Gir somanath
21 30-3-2019 Mun.corp. Rajkot
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CHAPTER-/

Applications rejected by various departments and public authorities during the year 2018-

2019:-

Details of RTI applications received under Right to Information Act, 2005 and rejected by

various Departments and Public authorities have been given in Annexure-4.Upon examination of
this statement, following conclusions can be reached:

)

(2)

3)

As per the statement, the total number of RTI Applications received is 118638. This
information has been downloaded by the Commission from the Government web application
RTI annual return on which data was uploaded by the various Public Authorities.

Upon examining the details of rejection of applications by various Departments and their
Public Authorities, it appears that the overall rate of rejection is 2.83%. However, the
percentage of rejection of applications is higher for departments like; General
Administration Department(11.83%), Finance (9.44%), Legal (8.14%), Agriculture and co-
operation Department(7.14%), Gujarat Legislative Assembly(6.98%). However, such
decisions taken by the Public Information Officers were taken in view of provisions of Right
to Information Act.

Most of the applications have been rejected under Section 8(1) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and
(0,(9),(h),(1),(j) and under Sections 9, 11 and 24 of the Right to Information Act-2005.

RTI applications were rejected mainly due to the following reasons:

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (a) -120.

Information which may adversely affect the sovereignty and unity of India, National
Security, Strategic, Scientific or Economic interest, Bilateral relations with a foreign country
or which may instigate any offence.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1)(b) - 85.

The Commission is not responsible to give that information which is clearly banned by any
Court or Tribunal to declare or information disclosure of which may cause dishonour of the
Court.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (c) - 56.

Information disclosure of which may cause breach of privilege of the Parliament or the State
Legislature.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (d) -157.

Information containing commercial confidence, trade secrets or intellectual property,
disclosure of which may adversely affect the competitive position of the third party.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (e) - 183.

Information available to a person on the basis of good will, trust and faith (fiduciary
relationship).
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Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (f) - 126.

Information obtained from a foreign Government by winning the confidence of that
Government.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (g) - 210.

Information which may endanger the life or physical security of any person; or information
given confidentially for law enforcement or security purposes.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (h) -216.

Information which may impede the process of investigation or apprehension or prosecution
of offenders.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (i) - 69.

Documents relating to the Cabinet including the records of deliberations of the Council of
Ministers, Secretaries and other Officers.

Number of applications rejected under Section 8(1) (j) - 372.

Information relating to personal life of person which has no connection with the larger
public interest or public activity, or which may cause unnecessary interference in the
personal life of the person concerned.

Number of applications rejected under Section 9-173.
Information relating to the breach of copy right.
Number of applications rejected under Section 11 - 285.

Third Party Information which is protected by Law and for disclosure of which the
concerned party has not given consent.

Number of applications rejected under Section 24- 255.

Information relating to the intelligence and security organizations specified in Second
Schedule of the Act or information provided to the Government by such intelligence and
security organizations.
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CHAPTER-8

Penalty imposed on the Public Information Officers during the year 2018-2019:-

During the year 2018-2019, total 8982 Appeals/Complaints were disposed off by the Gujarat

Information Commission. There were 8174 Appeals and 808 Complaints out of disposed 8982
Appeals/Complaints during the year 2018-109.

During the hearing of these Appeals/Complaints, the Commission had imposed penalty on

the Public Information Officers in total 79 cases for the breach of provisions of the Right to
Information Act-2005. Details of the Public Information Officers upon whom the penalty has been
imposed by the Commission during the year 2018-2019 have been shown in Annexure-5. The total
amount of penalty in 79 cases works out to be Rs.6,55,000/-. Out of these 79 cases, 69 cases were
relating to Appeals and the remaining 10 cases were relating to Complaints.

2.

Thus it becomes clear that penalty was imposed in 69 of the total 8174 Appeals i.e. in 0.84%
cases disposed off by the Commission during the year 2018-2019. Penalty was imposed in
10 cases from total 808 cases of complaints(1.23%).

With a view that the Right to Information Act is effectively implemented in the State and the
Authority of the Commission is duly acknowledged, it has been suggested to ensure that the
amount of penalty is recovered from the concerned officer within a reasonable time i.e.
within 3 months from the date of the order of the Commission. Commission has suggested
to ensure that the concerned Public Information Officers pay the penalty amount imposed by
it in time and the same is reviewed regularly.

Most of the Appeals/Complaints received by the Commission relate to the work of or services
provided by Gram Panchayat/Taluka Panchayat/District Panchayat/Municipality/Municipal
Corporation, Police Stations, Offices of District Collectors, Electricity Distribution Companies,
District Education Officers/Universities, etc. Since, the general public has day to day
transaction with the above organizations, most of the Appeals/Complaints relating to them
are received by the Commission due to the shortcomings/defects in their working methods,
which arise because of (a) lack of transparency (b) refusal to provide timely services (c)
delay in taking action upon complaints (d) unwillingness to take decision (e) lack of
initiative in fulfilling responsibilities (f) inadequate response to the problems of citizens.
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CHAPTER-9

Recommendations and suggestions

More than fourteen years have passed since the implementation of the Right to Information
Act. During this period, for the proper implementation of the provisions of the Right to Information
Act, continuous efforts have been made from the Information Commission and the State Government.
The Commission had noticed some matters during the year under report and it has recommended on
the same to the state Government.

(1) Regarding preparing and keep updating the Proactive Disclosure

It has been noticed on the basis of numbers of complains and appeals received by the
Commission that the details of Proactive Disclosure which has to be published within 120 days of
implementation of this Act by Public Authorities as specified under Clause(b),(1) to (17) of Sub-
Section 4(1) of the Right to Information Act-2005, has not yet published properly and completely
even after so many years. It has been observed that so many Public Authorities in the state are
completely ignoring this requirement. The Commission recommends to publish this Proactive
Disclosure of each Public Authority of the state government in such a way that it may become
easily available in local areas and in local language(as far as possible it should be published in
electronic form also) and to ensure this matter commission recommends reviewing the same at the
head of each devision and department level. Further, every Public Authorities have to update
periodically the details of Proactive Disclosure under Section 4(1) (b) of the Right to Information
Act-2005. The commission has continuously insisted by regarding this matter and it is observed in
the judgments of the different Courts about the effective performance regarding this matter. The
State Government has issued detailed instruction on updating the Proactive Disclosure and an
Inspection-cum-Audit through the circular dated 01-05-2009 but it seems that it is not complied.
The Commission recommends to upgrade Proactive Disclosure every year and review and observe
regularly at periodic interval Head Offices/District level offices as well as sub-ordinate offices’s
disclosures by Sachivalay departments to ensure strict complience of the instructions issued by the
State Government.

(2) Regarding Appointment and Training of Public Information Officers/First Appallate
Authorities of the Public Authorities:

The Commission recommends to give instruction to all the departments to send the Public
Information Officer and First Appellate Authority in the training classes and refresher courses
organised by SPIPA without fail. The Commission also recommends organizing of special training
classes and refresher courses for all the Public Information Officers/First Appellate Authorities of
the Public Authorities of the entire state through Sardar Patel Institute of Public
Administratation(SPIPA), Ahmedabad so that the First Appellate Authority may seriously perform
their duties and responsibilities under Right to Information Act -2005.

(3) Regarding the disposal and implementation of the Appeals by the Appellate Authorities

During the hearing of second appeal it has been observed that, some of Appellate Authority
do not dispose the first appeal within the specific time limit. They have been failed to perform their
responsibility legally assigned to them. The Appellate Officers do not issue the Speaking Order
after doing the hearing of the first appeal and even after ex-parte order of the Commission they do
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not make decision of the first appeal. As a result, the applicants have to make second appeal before
the Commission to get the information. The Commission recommends that, Appellate officer who is
the superior of the Public Information Officer has to circulate the instruction for the implementation
decision made after the proper hearing of the appeal of an applicant.

(4) Regarding the presence of Public Information Officer at the time of hearing before the
Commission

The hearing which is held by the Commission under the Right to Information Act is of quasi-
judicial nature. The disputant remains present for the hearing. Therefore, it has been recommended
in the previous reports also that Public Information Officer should remain present in hearing of the
Commission. If the Public Information Officer remains present, the clarification can be made after
hearing the presentation made by the disputant regarding the information received and it can be
disposed of effectively. Thus, for the convenience of the civilians as well as effective
implementation of the Right to Information Act, the Commission recommends to give instruction
again that Public Information Officer must remain present in the hearing of the Commission. As
well as the Commission recommends that, when the First Appellate Authority is not present in the
hearing of that case, it is required that the officer who is conversant with the details of that case
remain present in the hearing on his behalf.

(5) Regarding the on-line application for getting the information and developing the state
level portal.

It is necessary to develop Information Portal for putting in place a specific online facility to
apply under this Act to the Public Information Officer and First Appellate Officer of different
Public Authorities and offices of the state authorised under Right to Information Act. This will
facilitate citizens in making online application and paying application fees, copying fee and other
charges through E-payment also, as well as the numbers of applications registered department wise
and details of their disposal will be made available from a single portal which will make it easy to
review. The Commission therefore recommends to make available useful details related to Right to
Information Act to the citizens by developing state level portal and amend the rules wherever
necessary.
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CHAPTER-10

The Observations of the Commission regarding the work done during the year 2018-2019
(1) Regarding the inconsistency found in applications received by the Public Authorities

Studying the content of the Appeals and Complaints made to the Commission, it was
observed that Public Authorities under many Departments are existing mostly at Taluka level and
the village level. However, these departments show the less number of the applications which may
not be factual. It has been observed by the Commission regarding that, such Public Authorities at
village level show less number of receipts of applications received and therefore the genuineness of
the number of applications received may be questioned naturally.

The Commission has studied details uploaded by the following eight departments:-

(1) Urban Development and Urban Housing Department [41573], (2) Home Department (28719),
(3) Revenue Department[8018], (4) Energy and Petrochemicals Department(6068), (5) Roads and
Buildin Department(5396), (6) Education Department[3817], (7) Legal Department(3709), (8)
GAD(3112).

In view of extension and scope of work of these departments of State Government, the
Commission strongly feels that there is under reporting by these Departments. The commission
takes note of the same and therefore, the Commission calls upon these Departments to take all
necessary steps to rectify the omissions and mistakes.

(2) Regarding the classification of record of the Public Authorities

On analysing the appeals/complaints submitted to the Commission, it has been observed that
in a number of cases, the Public Information Officers tell the applicants that “Record is not
available” in respect of the information demanded under the application of format ‘A’. This reply is
repeated also by the relevant Public Information Officer at the time of hearing of such cases before
the commission. Therefore, the Commission suggests that if the Public Authorities classify their
records as per Sec.4(1)(a) of the Right to Information Act-2005 appropriately, maintain it with
index, make digitalization fo the records and do process in time to maintain permanent record as
per the rules, they can carry out their functions smoothly and quickly, give required information to
the RTI applicants easily and perform their duties under this law.

3 Regarding the work and implementation of order of the Appellate Authority

During the hearing of the Appeals/Complaints filed before the Commission, it has been
noticed that in many first appeals, the First Appellate Authorities pass formal orders without
properly studying the Format ‘A’. In fact, it is the responsibility of the First Appellate Officer to
ensure that Speaking Order of the first appeal is issued by taking into consideration the application
in the Format ‘A’ and the details furnished by the Public Information Officer and the order is
complied by the First Appellate Authority. If the instructions given by office memorandum no.10-
23-2007-IR of The Personnel, Public Complaints and Pensions Ministry of India dtd. 09-07-2007
circulated vide letter no.RTI-2007-457297(Government of India) dated 20-12-2008 by RTI Cell,
General Administrative Department, Gujarat government is to be complied strictly, then the
applicants can get the information in time and they do not need to make second appeal before the
Commission. The Commission insists to take care of the duties and responsibilities under the Right
to Information Act-2005 by all the First Appellate Authorities of the state.
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CHAPTER-11

Summary of the report is as under:

(1) During the year 2018-2019(April to March), fund of Rs.414.74 lakh was allotted to the
Commission under the Non Plan (Voted) Head.

(2) During the year 2018-2019, total 10462 Appeals/Complaints were received by the
Commission, out of which Appeals under Section-19 were 9653 [92.27%] and Complaints under
Section-18 were 809(7.73%). These applications were relating to the various Departments of the
Government and Public Authorities under them. During the year 2017-2018, total 10077
Appeals/Complaints were received by the Commission.

(3)  During the year 2018-2019, total 8982 Cases were disposed off by the Commission which
includes 8174 Appeal[91.00%] and 808 Complaints [9.00%].

(4) The Commission had imposed penalty upon the Public Information Officers in total
79 cases. The total amount of penalty in these cases works out to be Rs.6,55,000/-. Out of these
79 cases, 69 cases were related to Appeals and the remaining 10 cases were related to the
Complaints. During 2018-19, total 2 (two) orders for paying compensation to the complainant under
section 19(8)(b) of Right to Information Act have been issued and the commission has
recommended departmental inquiry against the officers in 21(twenty one) cases under section 20(2)
of the Act.

(5) During the year 2018-2019, various Departments of the Government and the Public
Authorities working under them received 118638 applications requesting information under the
Right to Information Act -2005. Out of these, 6233 applications were received by the Departments
directly and the remaining 112405 applications were received by the Public Authorities working
under them.

(6) Upon analysis of the applications received, it was observed that 7336 applications seeking
information regarding work/service of 5 Departments and the Public Authorities under them were
received, the percentage of which is 70.12%. These Departments include Panchayat, Rural
Development and Rural Housing Department[20.54%], Revenue Department(18.96), Urban
Development and Urban Housing Department[11.95%], Education Department(10.00 %) and Home
Department[9.57%].

@) Upon analyzing the data of rejection of applications received by various Departments and
the Public Authorities under them, it appears that the overall rate of rejection is 2.8%. However, the
percentage of rejection of applications is higher for departments like (1)General Administration
Department(11.8%), (2)Finance Department(9.4%), (3)Labour and Employment Department (9.0%)
(4)Legal Department(8.1%) (5)Agriculture and co-operation Department (7.14%).

(8) Most of the applications have been rejected under Section 8(1)(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (g), (h), (i),
() and under Sections 9, 11 and 24 of the Right to Information Act-2005.

(9) During the year 2017-2018, the Departments of the Government and the Public Authorities
under them had received total 97023 applications under the Right to Information Act -2005. In the
report, during the year 2018-2019, total 118638 applications were received by the said Public
Authorities. Thus in comparison to the previous year, there has been increase of 21615 applications.

While preparing the present report, the Commission has relied upon the information
uploaded on the Gujarat State R.T.l. Annual Return Information System developed by the
Government. It is necessary to furnish in time the details of the work which had been taken up by
different departments regarding the applications received under the Right to Information Act-2005
for the interest of all, so that the Commission can reflect the department works appropriately.

If, there is any discrepancy in statistical data, in that case, the details shown on the link of

NIC on the website of the Government of Gujarat, i.e. GSWAN or on the website of the Gujarat
Information Commission, i.e. http://gic.qujarat.gov.in should be considered authentic.
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CHAPTER-12

Information available on the website of Gujarat information commission
1) The official website of the Commission is http://gic.gujarat.gov.in.
(2)  Any citizen can get the information on the provisions of the Right to Information Act and

the Rules framed under the said law. Moreover, any citizen can download this information for free
from the website.

3) Important Circulars issued by the Commission and the General Administration Department
(RTI Cell) can be downloaded and printed.

4 An officer has been appointed as Public Relation Officer by the Commission, from whom
the basic information of the Commission can be obtained. The name and contact number of this
Public Relations Officer has been published on the website.

5) Pro-active Disclosure made by the Commission as required under the Right to Information
Act-2005, can be seen through the website.

(6) The Commission publishes its Annual Report every year. All the Annual Reports published
till date is available on the website.

@) Certain important and useful forms can be accessed through the website of the Commission
and the same can also be downloaded and printed. These are as under:

Form — A Form of the application to be made by the Applicant for seeking information.

Form — B Form of the letter meant to inform the applicant about the fees for documents and
charges to be deposited.

Form — C Regarding giving and/or refusing information to the applicant

Form — D Transfer of application related to other public authority.

Form —E Specimen of First Appeal.

Form—  Form of Second Appeal/ Complaint.

Form—  Specimen of Undertaking.

(8) Citizens and even employees associated with the work of the RTI Act do have various
queries. For this purpose, FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) has been made available on the
website of the Commission and efforts are being made by the Commission to update and upgrade
these queries.

9) Certain important judgments related to the Right to Information Act-2005 delivered by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court and Hon’ble High Courts are available on the Learning Resource Page.

(10) Details of the current and former Commissioners of the Commission are available on the
website.

(11) Anyone, who is aggrieved with the order of the First Appellate Authority, can prefer a
Second Appeal before the Commission. A form prescribed by the Commission for making the
Second Appeal can be filled up on line and sent to the Commission. Along with this form, other
necessary documents such as Format—A, PIO’s reply, First Appeal, Order on the First Appeal,
Undertaking prescribed by the commission etc. can be attached on-line and Second Appeal can be
filed. The Second Appeal can be sent through post with important documents.

(12) The Applicants and the Public Information Officers are generally interested to know the
latest status of the concerned case. The current status of any case can be seen in the ‘Case Status' on
the website of the Gujarat Information Commission.

(13) Copy of the judgement delivered by the Commission in an Appeal/Complaint is made
available on the website after seven days from the date of judgement.

(14) ‘Cause List’ prepared for the hearing before the Gujarat Information Commission can be
seen on the website. Any Public Information Officer or Appellant can see the details online 21 days
before the date of hearing of the case.
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ANNEXURE -1

Statement showing Department-wise Appeals and Complaints received by the Commission

during 2018-19

Sr. Department Appeals | Complaints | Total %tage
share
1. | Agriculture & Co-operation Department 299 20 319 3.49
2. | Education Department 902 50 952 10.00
3. | Energy & Petrochemicals Department 229 07 236 2.26
4. | Finance Department 47 05 52 0.50
5. | Food, Civil Supplies & Consumers Affairs 63 24 87 0.83
Department
6. | Forest & Environment Department 182 07 189 01.81
7. | General Administration Department 131 11 142 01.36
8. | Health & Family Welfare Department 242 112 354 03.38
9. | Home Department 906 95 1001 09.57
10. | Industries & Mines Department 180 08 188 01.80
11 | Information & Broadcasting Department 24 01 25 0.02
12. | Labour & Employment Department 81 07 88 0.84
13. | Legal Department 190 14 204 01.95
14. | Legislative & Parliamentary Affairs 6 0 6 0.06
Department
15. | Narmada, Water Resources, Water Supply 133 16 149 01.42
& Kalpasar Department
16. | Panchayat, Rural Housing & Rural 2050 99 2149 20.54
Development Department
17. | Ports & Transport Department 320 19 339 03.24
18. | Revenue Department 1874 110 1984 18.96
19. | Roads & Buildings Department 318 100 319 03.85
20. | Science & Technology Department 2 0 2 0.02
21. | Social Justice & Empowerment Department 95 8 103 0.98
22. | Sports, Youth & Culture Activities 18 3 21 0.20
Department
23. | Tribal Development Department 39 3 42 0.40
24. | Urban Development & Urban Housing 1187 63 1250 11.94
Department
25. | Women & Child Development Department 50 6 56 0.53
26. | Climent Change Department 00 00 00 00
27. | Central Information Commission 75 27 92 0.9
( Government of India)
28. | Other State Information Commission 9 4 13 0.12
29. | Other Departments 1 0 1 0.01
Total 9653 809 10462 100
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ANNEXURE - 2
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF APPLES/COMPLAINTS RECEIVED BY THE

COMMISSION
DURING THE LAST TWO YEARS
Sr. Name of Department 2018-19 | 2017-18 | Difference | Increase
No. Decrease
of Y%age
1 | Agriculture & Co-operation 319 364 -45 -12.36
Department
2. | Education Department 952 1020 -68 -6.67
3. | Energy & Petrochemicals Department 236 207 +29 +14.01
4. | Finance Department 52 68 -16 -23.53
5. | Food, Civil Supplies & Consumers 87 32 +55 +171.87
Affairs Department
6. | Forest & Environment Department 189 169 +20 +11.83
7. | General Administration Department 142 145 -3 -2.69
8 | Health & Family Welfare Department 354 408 -54 -13.54
9. | Home Department 1001 1320 -319 -24.57
10. | Industries & Mines Department 188 256 -68 -26.56
11. | Information & Broadcasting 25 08 +17 +212.50
Department
12. | Labour & Employment Department 88 96 -8 -8.33
13. | Legal Department 204 216 -12 -5.56
14. | Legislative & Parliamentary Affairs 06 01 +05 +500
Department
15. | Narmada, Water Resources, Water 149 154 -05 -3.25
Supply & Kalpasar Department
16. | Panchayat, Rural Housing & Rural 2149 1674 +475 +28.38
Development Department
17. | Ports & Transport Department 339 287 +52 +18.12
18. | Revenue Department 1984 1743 +211 +12.11
19. | Roads & Buildings Department 418 374 +44 +11.76
20. | Science & Technology Department 02 02 00 00
21. | Social Justice & Empowerment 103 86 +17 +19.77
Department
22. | Sports, Youth & Culture Activities 21 17 +04 +23.53
Department
23. | Tribal Development Department 42 33 +09 +27.27
24. | Urban Development & Urban Housing 1250 1281 -31 -2.42
Department
25. | Women & Child Development 56 39 +17 +43.59
Department
26. | Climent Change Department 00 00 00 00
27. | Central Information Commission 92 63 +29 +46.03
28. | Gujarat Legislative Secretariat 00 00 00 00
29 | Other (Other Departments & other 14 14 00 00
State Information Commission)
Total 10462 10077 +385 3.82
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ANNEXURE -3

Details of applications received by all Departments and Public Authorities of the State

During 2018-19

Sr. Name od Department Application received
No. Department Public Total (%)
Authorities age
1 | Agriculture & Co-operation 396 1886 2282 1.92
Department
2. | Education Department 00 3817 3817 3.21
3. | Energy & Petrochemicals Department 00 6068 6068 511
4. | Finance Department 00 1239 1239 1.04
5. | Food, Civil Supplies & Consumers 00 676 676 0.56
Affairs Department
6. | Forest & Environment Department 202 1014 1216 1.02
7. | General Administration Department 1685 1427 3112 2.62
8 Health & Family Welfare Department 00 3060 3060 2.57
9. | Home Department 1071 27648 28719 | 24.20
10. | Industries & Mines Department 98 250 348 0.29
11. | Information & Broadcasting 23 342 365 0.30
Department
12. | Labour & Employment Department 393 1619 2012 1.69
13. | Legal Department 408 3301 3709 3.12
14. | Legislative & Parliamentary Affairs 38 00 38 03
Department
15. | Narmada, Water Resources, Water 483 1954 2437 2.05
Supply & Kalpasar Department
16. | Panchayat, Rural Housing & Rural 00 1216 1216 1.02
Development Department
17. | Ports & Transport Department 00 930 930 0.83
18. | Revenue Department 1135 6883 8018 6.75
19. | Roads & Buildings Department 00 5396 5396 4.54
20. | Science & Technology Department 00 02 02 0.02
21. | Social Justice & Empowerment 00 1238 1238 1.04
Department
22. | Sports, Youth & Culture Activities 50 158 208 0.17
Department
23. | Tribal Development Department 147 392 539 0.45
24. | Urban Development & Urban 00 41573 41573 | 35.04
Housing Department
25. | Women & Child Development 09 316 325 0.27
Department
26. | Climent Change Department 09 00 09 0.07
27. | Gujarat Legislative Secretariat 86 00 86 0.07
Total 6233 112405 118638 100
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ANNUXURE - 4

Details of Rejection applications by different departments during 2018-19

Sr. The Integrated No. of Decision to How many times of various provisions used for rejecting the applications
No. |  details of Public | Applications |  reject Relevant provisions of Rights to Information Act, 2005
Authority under received mfolr_ma_tlon Section — 8 (1) Other Sections
Department applications == T T g [ e | f | g | h | i | j | 9 | 11 | 24 | Other
1) ) ®) (4) ® [ [M][@6 |O|30)|d) 1312 | d3) | 14 | d5 | 16 | A7) (13)
1 | Agriculture & Co- 2282 163 16 6 |12 | 27 | 12 | 22 24 9 2 5 2 4 0 37
operation Department (7.14%)
2 | Education Department 3817 160 0 18| 0 0 2 4 1 2 0 15 0 3 0 121
(4.2%)
3. | Energy & 6068 106 0 0 0 20 4 0 1 17 0 10 0 2 0 58
Petrochemicals (1.7%)
Department
4. | Finance Department 1239 117 32 0 5 23 4 1 10 1 0 23 0 33 0 53
(9.4%)
5. | Food, Civil supply & 676 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Consumer Affairs (0%)
Department
6. | Forest & Environment 1216 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 27
Department (2.5%)
7. | General 3112 368 0 0 0 25 | 48 0 31 1 2 57 1 2 0 415
Administration (11.8%)
Department
8. | Health & Family 3060 136 0 0 0 4 24 5 28 0 0 4 0 46 0 106
Welfare Department (4.4%)
9 | Home Department 28719 1211 15 3 2 1 17 | 25 34 96 1 41 2 70 198 868
(4.2%)
10 | Industry & Mines 348 10 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 17
Department (2.9%)
11 | Information & 365 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Broadcasting (0%)
Department




€

Sr. The Integrated No. of Decision to How many times of various provisions used for rejecting the applications
No. details of Public | Applications | reject Relevant provisions of Rights to Information Act, 2005
Al:)thorltg/ unctler received mfolljmatl_tlon Section — 8 (1) Other Sections
epartmen applcations = Te [ d e | f ] g ] h | i | j | 9 | 11 ] 24 | Other

1) ) ®3) (4) G (B M]® 9]0 | d) 1 d2 | d3) | d4 | d5 | d6) | 47 (18)

12 | Labour & Employment 2012 19 43 | 48 | 32 | 41 | 52 | 58 39 51 42 53 20 22 30 9
Department (9%)

13 | Legal Department 3709 302 5 10 | O 0 16 | 10 36 34 18 67 60 8 0 412

(8.1%)

14 | Legislative & 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Parlamenatry Affairs (0%)
Department

15 | Narmada, Water 2437 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 10 58 0 0 18
Resource, Water (0.5%)
Supply & Kalpsar
Department

16 | Panchayat, Rural 1216 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Huosing & Rural (0.1%)
Development
Department

17 | Ports & Transport 930 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12
Department (2.%)

18 | Revenue Department 8018 453 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 30 60 27 481

(5.6%)

19 | Roads & Building 5396 19 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 25
Department (0.4%)

20 | Science &Technology 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department (0%)

21 | Social Jusatice & 1238 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
Empowerment (0.7%)
Department

22 | Sports, Youth & 208 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cultural Department (0.5&)
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Sr. The Integrated No. of Decision to How many times of various provisions used for rejecting the applications
No. |  details of Public | Applications |  reject Relevant provisions of Rights to Information Act, 2005
Authority under received mfolljma_tlon Section — 8 (1) Other Sections
Department applications = " T T qa e | f | g | h ] i | j | 9 | 11| 24 | Other
1) ) ®) (4) G (B M]® 9]0 | d) 1 d2 | d3) | d4 | d5 | d6) | 47 (13)
23 | Tribal Development 539 33 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 59
Department (6.1%)
24 | Urban Development & 41573 169 9 0| 2 1 3 0 2 2 4 68 0 25 0 56
Urban Housing (0.4%)
Department
25 | Women & Child 325 14 0 0[O0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 9
Development (4.3%)
Department
26 | Climet Change 9 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department (0%)
27 | Gujarat Legislative 86 6 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Secretariate (7%)
Total 1,18,638 3358 120 | 85 | 56 | 157 | 183 | 126 | 210 | 216 | 69 | 372 | 173 | 285 | 255 2797
(2.8%)
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Annexure - 5

Details of Statement Showing penalty actions imposed by Commission on the public Information Officers during the Year 2018-19

Sr. Appeal/ Date of Appellant / Complainant Respondent Amount of
No. Comp. No. Order penalty
1. | A-4485-2016 | 03-04-2018 | Shri Sharmisthaben D. Patel Shri Mansukhbhai K. Kalaria, Rs. 2,500/-
Public Information Officer & Principal,
Vivekanand Vidhyalaya, Ahmedabad
2. | A-1496-2017 | 04-04-2018 | Shri Balubhai Gumanbhai Patel Sushri Vanitaben Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Taluka Development officer, Bharuch
3. | A-2838-2017 | 05-04-2018 | Shri Dolubhai Mansungbhai Umath | Shri A. D. Bharavad, Rs. 25,000/-
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Jholapur Gram Panchayat, Dist. Ahmedabad
4, | A-2126-2017 | 06-04-2018 | Shri Kishorkumar Harshadrai Maheta | 1. Shri R. C. Chauhan, Rs. 25,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Surat.
3. Shri A. R. Damor, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Surat
5. | A-3579-2017 | 11-04-2018 | Shri Sureshbhai Jethabhai Chaudhari | Shri A. K. Joshi, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatadar,
Gandhinagar
6. | A-0859-2017 | 11-04-2018 | Shri Ushaben Ashwinbhai Solanki Shri Fuljibhai Samtabhai Chaudhari, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Nanosana Gram Panchayat, Dist. Banaskantha,
7. | A-2352-2017 | 12-04-2018 | Shri Rakeshbhai Babubhai Vasava Shri Manishbhai P. Patel, Rs. 3,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Navsari
8. | A-2270-2017 | 19-04-2018 | Shri Mahendrasinh Amrutlal Shri R. K. Taduvi, Rs. 7,500/-
Brahmbhatt Public Information Officer & Deputy Estate Officer, Municipal
Coporation, Ahmedabad
9. | A-2867-2017 | 19-04-2018 | Shri Karsanbhai Somabhai Makwana | Shri Nareshbhai R. Gamit, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Talati Cum Mantri,
Malan Gram Panchayat, Dist. Banasakantha
10. | A-2114-2017 | 20-04-2018 | Shri Hiteshbhai Bharatbhai Soni, 1 Shri Mehulkumar Ambalal Vaghela, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Talati Cum Mantri,
Pandoli Gram Panchayat, Dist. Anand
2. Shri P. N. Chauhan,
Public Information Officer & Record Rs. 10,000/-

Keepar, Record Branch, Anand,
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Sr.
No.

Appeal/
Comp. No.

Date of
Order

Appellant / Complainant

Respondent

Amount of
penalty

11.

A-1288-2017

20-04-2018

Shri Mahamadbhai Abubhai Sandh

Shri S. N. Saradva,
Public Information Officer & Junior Superintendent, Office of the
District Education Officer, Rajkot

Rs. 10,000/-

12.

A-1628-2017

21-04-2018

Shri Natvarsinh K. Chauhan

1. ShriR. H. Ninama,
Public Information Officer & Head Clark,
Office of the District Education Officer,
Dist. Panchmahal
2. Shri S. K. Sangada,
Public Information Officer,
Office of the District Education Officer,
Dist. Panchmahal

Rs. 7,500/-

Rs. 3,000/-

13

A-0242-2017

26-04-2018

Shri S. R. Sinh,

Shri M. D. Yadav,
Public Information Officer & Principal,
Raghunath Kumar Vidyalaya, Ahmedabad

Rs. 5,000/-

14.

A--2070-2017

26-04-2018

Shri Sureshkumar M. Rao

1. Shri Shaileshbhai M. Patel,
Public Information Officer & Assistant Taluka
Program Officer, Dist. Banaskantha
2. Shri lmran A. Agharia,
Public Information Officer & Assistant Account Officer, Taluka
Panchayat, Dist. Banaskantha

Rs. 2,000/-

Rs. 2,000/-

15.

A-2411-2017

26-04-2018

Shri Bhalabhai Trikambhai Rathod

Shri Girishbhai P. Patel,
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Sitapur Gram Panchayat, Dist. Ahmedabad

Rs. 25,000/-

16.

A-2124-2017

26-04-2018

Shri Brijeshbhai N. Patel,

Shri Kalpeshbhai P. Bhatt,

Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Bhabhar Nagarpalika, Bhabhar,

Dist. Banasakantha

Rs. 20,000/-

17

A-2292-2017

08-05-2018

Shri Brijeshbhai N. Patel

Shri Kalpeshbhai P. Bhatt,

Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Bhabhar Nagarpalika, Bhabhar,

Dist. Banasakantha

Rs. 5,000/-

18

A-3529-2017

21-05-2018

Shri Maganbhai Punjabhai Patel

Shri A. J. Pardhi,
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar,
Sabarkantha

Rs. 15,000/-




LZ

Sr. Appeal/ Date of Appellant / Complainant Respondent Amount of
No. Comp. No. Order penalty
19 | A-2256-2017 | 21-05-2018 | Shri Rajeshkumar Sevantilal Soni 1. ShriR. B. Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer, A.D.M.Br.
Taluka Panchayat Office, Patan
2 Shri D. D. Vaghela, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer, T.S.C.Br.
Taluka Panchayat Office, Patan
20 | A-3359-2017 | 05-06-2018 | Shri Ahmedullah Asdullah Shaikh 2. Shri D. R. Mistry, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Deputy
Executive Engineer, Kheda
3. Shri S. S. Kishori, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Deputy
Executive Engineer, Kheda
21 | A-2152-2017 | 06-06-2018 | Shri Hirak P. Mehta, Shri R. C. Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Dist. Surat
22. | A-2806-2017 | 07-06-2018 | Shri Govindbhai Ramsungbhai 1. Shri Dungarbhai Choliabhai Vasava, RS. 1,000/-
Vasava Public Information Officer & Principal,
Taval Primary School, Dist. Narmada.
2. Shri Rambhai Supabhai Vasava, RS. 1,000/-
Public Information Officer & Principal,
Nani Devrupen Primary School, Dist. Narmada.
3. Shri Arvindbhai Pratapsing Vasava, RS. 1,000/-
Public Information Officer & Principal,
Moti i Devrupen Primary School, Dist. Narmada.
4 Shri Dineshbhai Mansung Vasava, RS. 1,000/-
Public Information Officer & Principal,
Moti i Mogri Primary School, Dist. Narmada
Apeal No. A-2806-2017 to 5. Shri Vinodbhai Jayantbhai Vasava RS. 1,000/-
A-2812-2017 Public Information Officer & Principal,
Bodvav Primary School, Dist. Narmada
6. Shri Amarsingbhai Iriabhai Vasava Public Information Officer RS. 1,000/-
& Principal,
Godada Primary School, Dist. Narmada
8. Shri Piyushbhai Pravinbhai Gamit Rs. 1,000/-

Ex. Public Information Officer & Principal,
Nani Mogri Primary School, Dist. Narmada
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Sr.
No.

Appeal/
Comp. No.

Date of
Order

Appellant / Complainant

Respondent

Amount of
penalty

23

A-3276-2017

11-06-2018

Shri Bhaveshbhai Bhupatbhai
Mavani

Shri K. G. Parghi,
Public Information Officer & Deputy Engineer,
P. G. V.C.L., Bhavnagar

Rs. 1,000/-

24

A-1542-2017

22-06-2018

Shri Natvarsinh K. Chauhan

Shri S. K. Sangada,
Public Information Officer & District Education Officer,
Dist. Panchmahal

Rs. 5,000/-

25

A-1543-2017

22-06-2018

Shri Natvarsinh K. Chauhan

Shri S. K. Sangada,
Public Information Officer & District Education Officer,
Dist. Panchmahal

Rs. 5,000/-

26

A-2712-2017

25-06-2018

Sushri Dipal Shah

1. Shri Ankitbhai Shah,

Public Information Officer & Shasanadhikari,
Nagar Primary Edu. Samiti, Kheda

2. Shri D. S. Patel,

Public Information Officer & Principal,
Govt. Secondary School, Banaskantha

Rs. 5,000/-

Rs. 5,00/-

27

A-2762-2017

28-06-2018

Shri Thakorbhai Mohanbhai Solanki

Shri V. D. Chauhan,

Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Dasharath Gram Panchayat, Dist. Vadodara

Shri P. G. Parmar,

Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Ranoli Gram Panchayat, Dist. Vadodara

Rs. 5,000/-

Rs. 5,000/-

28

A-1816-2017

29-06-2018

Shri Surubha Hemubha Dodia

Shri N. M. Ganasava,
Public Information Officer & Chitnis to
Collector, Dist. Panchmahal

Rs. 5,000/-

29

A-1660-2017

29-06-2018

Shri Kanaiyalal Vejalbhai Gajara

Shri J. K. Goswami,
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Dhunai Gram Panchayat, Dist. Kutch

Rs. 10,000/-

30

A-3290-2017

30-06-2018

Shri Gunvantsinh Ranchhodsinh
Rathod

Shri M. P. Dabhi,
Ex. Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Kharsalia Gram Panchyat, Dist. Panchmahal

Rs. 5,000/-

31

A-3205-2017

07-07-2018

Shri Alpeshbhai Dineshchandra
Raval

Shri Ankitbhai Shah,
Public Information Officer & Shasanadhikari,
Nagar Primary Edu. Samiti, Kheda

Rs. 2,000/-
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Sr. Appeal/ Date of Appellant / Complainant Respondent Amount of
No. Comp. No. Order penalty
32 | A-3765-2017 | 13-07-2018 | Shri Zinabhai Shibabhai Kutani, Shri V. B. Gohil, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Taluka Dev. Officer,
Taluka Panchayat, Bhavnagar
33 | A-3688-2017 | 16-07-2018 | Shri Hasmukhbhai Mangalbhai Shri G. R. Vasava, Rs. 5,000/-
Vaghela, Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Bharuch
34 | A-3154-2017 | 18-07-2018 | Shri Abdulbhai Ibrahimbhai Dal 1. Shri K. M. Solanki, Rs. 2,000/-
Public Information Officer & Chitnis to Collector, Dist. KuTCH
2. ShriR. K. RAVAL,
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Dist. Banaskantha Rs. 2,000/-
35 | A-3193-2017 | 23-07-2018 | Shri Ahmedullah Asdullah Shaikh Shri A, N, Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Deputy Exe.
Engineer. Panchayat,(R&B) Mehsana
36 | A-3374-2017 | 27-07-2018 | Shri Champaklal Ganpatram Bhavsar | Public Information Officer & Suprintendent, Rs. 25,000/-
Regional Transport Officer, Dist. Sabarkantha
37 | A-3540-2017 | 08-08-2018 | Shri Bhagvanbhai jivubhai Vala Shri I. C. Chauhan, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Assistant Director,
(L.R.), Gujarat Land Development Corp. Ltd.,
Dist. Narmada
38 | A-3458-2017 | 13-08-2018 | Shri Mahendrabhai Chhotalal Shah, 1. Shri V. M. Padhiar, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Developement Officer, Gujarat
University, Ahmedabad
2. ShriR. P. Damor, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Assistant Registrar, Gujarat University,
Ahmedabad
39 | A-4026-2017 | 16-08-2018 | Shri Mohanbhai Amrabhai Meria, 1. Shri Kanubhai B. Dharia, Rs. 2,500/-
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri,
Modhukata Gram Panchayat, Dist. Rajkot
40 | A-3719-2017 | 23-08-2018 | Shri Ramanlal Khushalbhai Pandya 1. Shri Jitendrasinh H. Parmar, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri
Parabada Group Gram Panchayat,
Dist. Sabarkantha,
41 | C-0317-2017 | 27-08-2018 | Shri Dwarkabhai Amubhai Patel, 2. Shri Jayantibhai K. Patel, Rs. 2,000/-

Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri
Sander Gram Panchayat, Dist. Patan
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Date of
Order

Appellant / Complainant
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Amount of
penalty

42

A-3939-2017

28-08-2018

Shri Dineshsinh Jiluji Chavda,

2. Shri K. M. Priyadarashi,

Public Information Officer & Police Inspector,
Chansma Police Station, Chansma

Dist. Patan

Rs. 5,000/-

43

A-3914-2017

05-09-2018

Shri Kalidasbhai Ramanbhai Desai

3. ShriJ. D. Rathava,
Ex. Public Information Officer & Asstt. Taluka
Development Officer, Dist. Chhotaudepur,

Rs. 2,500/-

44

C-0462-2016

07-09-2018

Dr. Amalkumar Bhattacharya,

3. Shri S. M. Patel,
Public Information Officer & Head,
Government Medical Collage, Surat

Rs. 5,000/-

45

A-0161-2017

14-09-2018

Shri Vijaykumar L. Chandani,

4. ShriJ. G. Dabhi,
Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Khambhat Nagar Palika, Khambhat, Dist. Anand

Rs. 5,000/-

46

A-4880-2017

26-09-2018

Shri Jigneshbhai Becharbhai Patel,

1. Shri Kamlesh R. Patel,
Public Information Officer & Talati Cum Mantri,
Gadkhol Gram Panchayat, Dist. Bharuch

Rs. 5,000/-

47

A-4975-2017

27-09-2018

Shri Altafbhai I. Chichodara

1 Shri H. P. Ruparelia,
Public Information Officer & Secretary,
Rajkot Municipal Corporation, Rajkot

Rs. 5,000/-

48

A-3494-2017

03-10-2018

Shri Prakashbhai Bachubhai
Valodara,

1. Shri A. B. Kunatia,
Public Information Officer & Talati Cum Mantri
Chuda Gram Panchayat, Chuda,
Dist. Surendranagar

2. Shri D. D. Solanki.
Public Information Officer & Talati Cum Mantri
Chachana, Gram Panchayat, Chachana
Dist. Surendranagar

Rs. 2,500/-

Rs. 2,500/-

49,

A-4225-2016

04-10-2018

Dr. Dipti Harshadrai Mehta

Shri Prabodhkant D. Pandya,
Public Information Officer & Managing Trustee,
N.C.Bodiwala Commerce Collage, Ahmedabad

Rs. 25,000/-

50.

C-0246-2017

04-10-2018

Shri Ishwarbhai Shakarabhai Patel,

1. Sushri Jayaben A. Patel,
Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri
Rajpur Group Gram panchayat, Rajpur,
Dist. Sabarkantha

Rs. 10,000/-
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51

A-5466-2017

11-10-2018

Shri Maganbhai Gobarbhai Patel,

Shri N. P. Suthar,

Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri
Palodar Gram panchayat, Palodar,

Dist. Mehsana

Rs. 15,000/-

52

A-5465-2017

11-10-2018

Shri Maganbhai Gobarbhai Patel,

Shri N. P. Suthar,

Public Information Officer & Talati cum Mantri
Palodar Gram panchayat, Palodar,

Dist. Mehsana

Rs. 15,000/-

53

C-0237-2017

20-10-2018

Shri Natubhai M. Patel,

1. Shri K. D. Rathod,
Public Information Officer & Police Inspector,
Kamrej Polise Station, Surat

2. Shri M. B. Tomar,
Public Information Officer & Police Inspector,
Kosamba Polise Station, Surat

3. ShriB. J. Sarvaiya,
Public Information Officer & Police Inspector,
Office of the Police Suprintendent, Surat

Rs. 10,000/-

Rs. 10,000/-

Rs. 5,000/-

54

A-5102-2017

22-10-2018

Shri Chandrakant Pitambarbhai Joshi

Shri Pankaj I. Barot,

Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Palanpur Nagar Palika, Palanpur,

Dist. Banaskantha

Rs. 5,000/-

55

A-5138-2017

22-10-2018

Shri Sadmiya Jabbarmiya Ansari,

Shri Pankaj I. Barot,

Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Palanpur Nagar Palika, Palanpur,

Dist. Banaskantha

Rs. 5,000/-

56

A-5158-2017

22-10-2018

Shri Jasvantsinh Amrutlal
Bhrambhatt.

Shri K. R. Rathava,
Public Information Officer & Executive Engineer
Road & Building Deptt.(P.), Vadodara

Rs. 10,000/-

57

A-4626-2017

23-10-2018

Shri Punjabhai Ukabhai Sankhala,

Shri Himmatbhai Babubhai Zinzala,
Public Information Officer & Deputy Executive Engineer,
Bhavanagar

Rs. 5,000/-

58

A-6704-2017

30-10-2018

Shri Kamleshbhai Sureshbhai
Kangad,

Shri A. R. Modia,

Public Information Officer & Police Inspector
Kuvadava Road Police Station,

Rajkot.

Rs. 5,000/-
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Sr. Appeal/ Date of Appellant / Complainant Respondent Amount of
No. Comp. No. Order penalty
59 | C-0445-2017 | 03-11-2018 | Shri Amrutlal Galabhai Makwana, Sushri Kalpanaben Vadher, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Head Master,
Devpara Primary School, Devpara,
Dist. Surendranagar
60 | A-4455-2017 | 17-11-2018 | Shri Anilkumar Deviprasad Trivedi, | Shri P. B. Chauhan, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar
Junagadh
61 | A-4387-2017 | 26-11-2018 | Shri Natubhai M. Patel, 1. Shri S. B. Bharvad Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Police Inspector
Athavaline Police Station, Surat
2. ShriJ. H. Dahia, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Police Inspector
C.1.D. Crime & Railways , Gandhinagar
62. | A-4740-2017 | 05-12-2018 | Shri Alkeshbhai Pamanandbhai Shri P. K. Parikh, Rs. 5,000/-
Ravesia Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Ankleshwar Nagar Palika, Ankleshwar, Dist. Bharuch
63 | C-0622-2017 | 17-01-2019 | Shri Dipesh Chandulal Joshi Shri C. H. Rathava, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Senior Suprintendent , Commission of
School, Gandhinagar
64 | A-5000-2017 | 23-01-2019 | Shri Md. Tarik Bismillakhan Malik Shri M. S. Khant, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Office of the District Eduction Officer,
Dist. Aravalli
65 | A-5006-2017 | 23-01-2019 | Shri A.Sattar A.Mazid Khalifa Shri M. S. Khant, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Office of the District Eduction Officer,
Dist. Aravalli
66 | C-0574-2017 | 23-01-2019 | Shri Paresh Dineshchandra Somaiya | Shri P. M. Sodha, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Chitnis to Collector, Dist. Kutch
67 | A-7558-2017 | 02-02-2019 | Shri Dilipkumar Pritamdas Dasani Shri L. S. Taviyad, Rs. 1,000/-
Public Information Officer & Office of the Taluka Primary
Edu.Officer, Dist. Mahisagar
68 | C-0637-2017 | 04-02-2019 | Shri Bhav Pragneshbhai Patel 3. Shri Viral Chaudhari, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & District Sports Officer, Dist. Dahod,
69 | A-4795-2017 | 11-02-2019 | Shri Amrutbhai Dahyabhai Rathod Shri Pravinsinh R. Rajput, Rs. 10,000/-

Public Information Officer & Manti, Jalstrav Vikas Samiti,
Dist. Banaskantha




€€

Sr. Appeal/ Date of Appellant / Complainant Respondent Amount of
No. Comp. No. Order penalty
70 | A-6295-2017 | 12-02-2019 | Shri Chandresh Jagdishbhai Piplia, Shri D. T. Chaudhari Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Deputy Exe. Engineer, Surat Municipal
Corporation, Surat
71 | A-7789-2017 | 20-02-2019 | Shri Dineshbhai Hirabhai Patel Shri Prakashchandra R. Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Principal, Navsarjan High School,
Mahisagar
72 | A-1683-2018 | 21-02-2019 | Shri Anilkumar Chunilalji Shah Shri Darpan Oza, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Vapi Nagarpalika, Vapi, Dist. Valsad
73 | A-1974-2018 | 21-02-2019 | Shri Jeshak Rasiklal Shah Shri Darpan Oza, Rs. 10,000/-
Public Information Officer & Chief Officer,
Vapi Nagarpalika, Vapi, Dist. Valsad
74 | A-0713-2017 | 28-02-2019 | Shri Kaushikkumar Ratilal Jadhav Shri M. G. Rana, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Principal,
Gangad Primary School, Gabgad, Dist. Ahmedabad
75 | A-7361-2016 | 02-03-2019 | Dr. Dipti Harshadrai Mehta Sushree Ashaben P. Makwana Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Head Clark
N.C.Bodiwala Commerce Collage, Ahmedabad
76 | A-1447-2017 | 16-03-2019 | Shri chetankumar Kantilal Patel 2. Shri Hiteshbhai Patel Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Engineer,
Valsad Nagarpalika, Valsad
77 | A-7085-2017 | 25-03-2019 | Shri Pratapji Chaturji Chauhan Shri S. B. Chaudhari Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Police Inspector,
Office of the Director General of police,
Gandhinagar
78 | C-0657-2017 | 27-03-2019 | Shri Ketankumar Kantilal Patel 2 Shri A. V. Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Range Forest Officer, Dist.
Panchmahal
79 | A-7894-2017 | 29-03-2019 | Shri Parvatsinh Kansinh Rajput, 2 Shri M. P. Patel, Rs. 5,000/-
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Navsari
4 Shri G. R. Prajapati,
Public Information Officer & Mamlatdar, Kheda Rs. 5,000/-
Total Rs. 6,55,000/-

Government Central Press, Gandhinagar.
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