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STATEMENT OF SHRI DUSHYANT CHAUTALA, DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, as per the report submitted by Agriculture and Farmers” Welfare Department,
Government of Haryana, the present Bajra crop was sown on an area of 11,89,214 acres
in 13 districts of the State, namely, Mahendergarh, CharkhiDadri, Rewari, Bhiwani,
Jhajjar, Palwal, Gurugram, Mewat, Rohtak, Hisar, Fatehabad, Sirsa and Jind. Chaudhary
Charan Singh Haryana Agriculture University (CCSHAU), Hisar on 12.07.2023 had
issued an advisory for management of Hairy Caterpillars.

Upon outbreak of Halicoverpa armizera (American Sundi) CCSHAU conducted a
survey on 8" August 2023, through experts at 20 sites in Ateli block of Mahendergarh. At
18 of these 20 sites, the attack of American Sundi was observed in the range of 0-25%.
The experts noticed that while this Sundi usually attacks cotton, tomato and chick pea
crops, it had attacked Bajra crop sown in May and June, 2023. CCSHAU’s standard
recommended time of sowing in Haryana is in first fortnight of July but in the whole of
the Ateli block, the crop was sown comparatively very early, i.e., in the last week of May
to 1% week of June.

The outbreak of American bollworm was also observed in the districts of
Mahendergarh, Bhiwani, Rewari, Charkhi Dadri and Jhajjar. An advisory was issued by
the CCSHAU, Hisar on 09.08.2023 to Agriculture Department and it was conveyed to all
the district headquarters for adopting remedial/protective measures.

The Agriculture and Farmers’” Welfare Department also organized awareness
campaigns in the State for monitoring and control of Insect-pest including Halicoverpa

armizera in Bajra crop as per the details given under.

S No District No. of Camps

1 Bhiwani 622

2 Charki-Dadri 113

3 Jhajjar 428

4 Rewari 348

5 Gurugram 18

6 Mahendergarh 264
Total 1793

The Department provided a budget of Rs 17 lakh to the affected districts.
Attempts to use drones to spray the crop were found impractical due to crop height of
about 7-9 feet as the spray, if done from greater height, would not be effective.

As per the advisory issued by the CCSHAU, Hisar, no chemical is recommended
by Central Insecticide Board, Government of India in the Bajra crop but there are some
insecticides which are recommended as per Package of Practices of CCSHAU, Hisar for
management of Halicoverpa armigera in Cotton and chickpea crops. CCSHAU, Hisar
clearly advised that spraying of insecticides at grain filling stage or on crop which is
about to mature, can have a residual effect on grains and fodder, consequently, will have

a hazardous impact on human beings and animals’ health.



As per the information submitted by Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Department, out of the total area of 11,89,214 acres sown with Bajra, 3,02,344 acres have
been found to be affected due to the pest attack. This damage has been reported in the 6
districts namely, Mahendergarh (1,15,950 acres affected out of a total area of 2,49,655
acres sown), Charki-Dadri (34,225 acres affected out of 1,55,000 acres sown), Rewari
(53,127 acres out of 1,81,622 acres sown), Bhiwani (81,500 acres out of 1,70,075 acres
sown), Jhajjar (12,600 acres out of 56,000 acres sown) and Gurugram (4,942 acres out of
1,75,120 acres sown).

For the farmers who have purchased the insurance cover under the Prime Minister
Fasal Bima Yojna (PMFBY), the loss in Bajra yield will be compensated under the same,
after assessing the yield of crop, based on the result of crop cutting experiments.

To ease the process of submission of claims for affected persons and families, for
damage/loss in respect of their house, livestock, crops and commercial moveable
property and to ensure transparency in damage verification and disbursement of
compensation to the affected people through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) in a time
bound manner, the State Government has launched a dedicated portal
i.e.https://eskhatipurti.haryana.gov.in/. The portal was open till 25" August 2023 for
public to upload their claims.

As per the data, available in the Kshatipurti portal, 56,366 farmers have uploaded
compensation claim for damage to bajra crop for an area of 2,00,566.08 acres in 19
districts namely, Ambala, Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri, Faridabad, Fatehabad, Gurugram,
Hisar, Jhajjar, Jind, Kaithal, Mahendergarh, Mewat, Palwal, Panipat, Rewari, Rohtak,
Sirsa, Sonepat and Yamuna Nagar, due to pest attack.

Another 8,755 farmers have uploaded compensation claims for damage to bajra
crop for an area of 14,479.79 acres in all districts of the State, due to reasons, other than
pest attack. The disbursement of compensation will be taken up immediately upon
completion of the ongoing verification process as per the norms/instruction of the
Haryana Government. Whether there is a damage due to pest attack or due to floods, the
State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) compensation norms for Bajra crops (subject to a

ceiling of 2 Ha per farmer) is as below.

Extent of Damage Compensation Remarks

>25 to <50% damage Rs.7,000/- per acre Subject to a minimum assistance of not less

>50 to <75% damage Rs.9,000/- per acre than Rs.1,000/- per farmer in rainfed areas

> 75% and above Rs.12,500/- per acre | and Rs.2,000/- per farmer in assured irrigated
areas and restricted to sown areas. No
minimum assistance will be provided to
farmers having more than 2 ha landholding.
Further, the area getting crop compensation
under insurance scheme shall not be eligible
for compensation under SDRF.




