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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Govt. provides top priority for protection of its people, animals, agricultural land, submergence
and damage to crops etc. from fury of floods and accordingly Haryana State Drought Relief &
Flood Control Board (HSDR&FCB) has been constituted to review and approve various flood and
drainage works in the state every year before on set of monsoon.

In Haryana, main threat of flooding is always there from Ghaggar, Tangri and Markanda rivers
and thus every year the damages done by floods in prior year are looked into and remedial
measures are taken in the form of flood protection schemes etc.

It is informed that, Markanda River originates from Kala Amb and runs through via Mulana,
Shahbad, Jhansa & Jalbhera and ultimately merges in the Ghaggar River in Cheeka area.

The length of Markanda River in District Kurukshtera is 55.91 KM i.e. from village Damli
(Shahbad) to near village Karah Sahib (Pehowa).

The bunds on left side exist in a length of 51.36 km & on right side in a length of 33.87 km for
safety of nearby village abadi and agriculture land.

The right bund does’nt exist in villages Mugal Majra, Kathwa, Jharoli Khurd and Tangor. Also
there exists gap in between RMB D/S Jhansa and Thaska bund i.e. in village Thaska Miranji.
Further this bund doesnt exist D/s Hisar—Ambala Road upto start of Naisi bund. After Naisi Bund
the NSLs are high.

Along Markanda river, there are important stations where gauges are installed to measure the
danger level of River flow i.e. i.e. at Shahbad, Jhansa and Jalbera. The danger levels at these
gauge points have been fixed according to the return period of floods. The maximum danger
level at Gauge point Shahbad is 45000 Cs and that of Jhansa is 8416 Cs.

Maximum discharge received at Shahbad was 38419 Cs during year 1978, which was below the
danger mark and maximum discharge received at Jhansa was 10409 Cs during year 2010.
However, this year i.e. during July, 2023, Haryana has faced devastating floods and the
maximum discharge received at Shahbad was 49522 Cs. and that at Jhansa was 13018 Cs on
dated 10/07/2023 and at both the places the river flow was above danger mark.

The discharge in river Markanda remains much below the danger level during the normal flows, it
is only during the devastating flood situation when the flow in Markanda crosses the danger
mark. During rainy season the flood water of Markanda river sometimes hit the abadi and
agriculture land of villages situated along the river due to gaps in the existing embankments.

This year around 3000 Acres area was submerged on right side of Markanda river where no
bund exist in Kuruksherta District and some area of Village Hema Majra and Ghallery was
submerged but it drained out when the level in Markanda receeded.

For the protection of abadi and agricultural land etc. from flood, the flood protection works every
year are executed as per requirement after surveying the area and getting concurrence of

schemes/flood protection works from DC and approval of Haryana State Technical Advisory
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Committee (HSTAC) and then Haryana State Drought Relief & Flood Control Board
(HSDR&FCB).

During 2017 flood works amounting to Rs. 29.25 lacs, during 2018 for Rs. 79.08 lacs, during
2019 for Rs 44.72 lacs, during 2020 for Rs. 283.79 lacs, during 2021 for Rs 54.28 lacs, 2022 for
Rs. 26.49 lakhs were executed on protection and strengthening of bunds of Markanda River.

In the last i.e. 54™ meeting of HSDR&FCB a scheme for the protection of abadi and agriculture
land of village Ghallery of Mullana Constituency costing Rs. 34.03 lakhs has been approved and
the agreement stands signed. Work is likely to start in October, 2023.

For prevention and safe passage of floods the internal clearance of all the drains is being done
regularly before onset of monsoon which also contribute to the early clearance of accumulated
flood water in the area if any.

It is further stated that on demand of villagers, a scheme for the extension of LMB Markanda
bundh up stream Ambala-Saharanpur Railway Line from RD 13820 to 21420 (7600 ft) was
proposed for the protection of village Hema Majra, Ghallery and Suhana and the same was
approved in the 46™ meeting of HSDR&FCB in the year 2015. But the land owners did not
provide 11.58 acre land which was required for execution of the scheme and accordingly the
scheme was dropped by Govt. Due to non construction of this bundh, during excess flows, the
flood water enters in this area and further drains out into the river Markanda as and when the
level of water reduces in river.Now, the farmers are ready to give their land for construction of the
Bund.

At present there is no proposal under consideration of the Government for carrying out the work
of digging and cleaning of the Markanda river, as the Rivers are of meandering nature and have
no defined section like channels and Drains.

Further the annual action plans of cleaning and digging of channels and drains are made and not
of rivers. Sometimes during devastating floods, the Highest Flood level/danger mark is breached
due to receipt of extra water which is accommaodated in the free board.

The flooding occurred due to gaps in the existing bunds, as the bunds are never constructed for
100% length of river, whereas for channels and Drains, 100% embankment is undertaken after
land acquisition. The river land belong to private land owners and is never acquired. Moreover,
bunds along the river are only constructed in that length wherever the river flows near the abadi
area for its protection and where land is made available by the farmers.

Earlier proposals were approved by the Govt. to plug the gaps in existing bunds and prevent the
flooding, but it could not mature due to reluctance of land owners who did not give their land.
However, now the Government is planning for cleaning and desilting of rivers wherever required,
by co-ordinating with the Mining Department and also construct the bunds as per

requirement/demand after assessing availability.
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Note for PAD
Starred Assembly Question No. 22

Govt. provides top priority for protection of its people, animals, agricultural land,
submergence and damage to crops etc. from fury of floods and accordingly Haryana State
Drought Relief & Flood Control Board (HSDR&FCB) has been constituted to review and approve
various flood and drainage works in the state every year before on set of monsoon. In Haryana,
main threat of flooding is always there from Ghaggar, Tangri and Markanda rivers and thus every
year the damages done by floods in prior year are looked into and remedial measures are taken
in the form of flood protection schemes etc.

Coming to the Vidhan Sabha Question it is informed that Markanda River originates from
Kala Amb and runs through via Mulana, Shahbad, Jhansa & Jalbhera and ultimately merges in
the Ghaggar River in Cheeka area. The length of Markanda River in District Kurukshtera is 55.91
KM i.e. from village Damli (Shahbad) to near village Karah Sahib (Pehowa). The bunds on left
side exist in a length of 51.36 km & on right side in a length of 33.87 km for safety of nearby
village abadi and agriculture land. The right bund doesnt exist in villages Mugal Majra, Kathwa,
Jharoli Khurd and Tangor. Also there exists gap in between RMB D/S Jhansa and Thaska bund
i.e. in village Thaska Miranji. Further this bund don’t exist D/s Hisar —Ambala Road upto start of
Naisi bund. After Naisi Bund the NSLs are high. 03 nos. gauge points exists on the said river i.e.
at Shahbad, Jhansa and Jalbera.

Along Markanda river, there are important stations where gauges are installed to
measure the danger level of River flow i.e. i.e. at Shahbad, Jhansa and Jalbera. The danger
levels at these gauge points have been fixed according to the return period of floods. The
maximum danger level at Gauge point Shahbad is 45000 Cs and that of Jhansa is 8416 Cs.

Maximum discharge received at Shahbad was 38419 Cs during year 1978, which was
below the danger mark and maximum discharge received at Jhansa was 10409 Cs during year
2010. However, this year i.e. during July, 2023, Haryana has faced devastating floods and the
maximum discharge received at Shahbad was 49522 Cs. and that at Jhansa was 13018 Cs on
dated 10/07/2023 and at both the places the river flow was above danger mark.

The discharge in river Markanda remains much below the danger level during the normal
flows, it is only during the devastating flood situation when the flow in Markanda crosses the
danger mark. During rainy season the flood water of Markanda river sometimes hit the abadi and
agriculture land of villages situated along the river due to gaps in the existing embankments. This
year around 3000 Acres area was submerged on right side of Markanda river in Kuruksherta
District and some area of Village Hema Majra and Ghallery was submerged but it drained out
when the level in Markanda receded.

For the protection of abadi and agricultural land etc. from flood, the flood protection works

every year are executed as per requirement after surveying the area and getting concurrence of
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schemes/flood protection works from DC and approval of Haryana State Technical Advisory
Committee (HSTAC) and then Haryana State Drought Relief & Flood Control Board
(HSDR&FCB). During 2017 flood works amounting to Rs. 29.25 lacs, during 2018 for Rs. 79.08
lacs, during 2019 for Rs 44.72 lacs, during 2020 for Rs. 283.79 lacs, during 2021 for Rs 54.28
lacs, 2022 for Rs. 26.49 lakhs were executed on protection and strengthening of bunds of
Markanda River. Also, in the last i.e. 54™ meeting of HSDR&FCB a scheme for the protection of
abadi and agriculture land of village Ghallery of Mullana Constituency costing Rs. 34.03 lakhs
has been approved and the agreement stands signed. Work is likely to start in October, 2023.

For prevention and safe passage of floods the internal clearance of all the drains is being
done regularly before onset of monsoon which also contribute to the early clearance of
accumulated flood water in the area if any.

It is further stated that on demand of villagers, a scheme for the extension of LMB
Markanda bundh up stream Ambala-Saharanpur Railway Line from RD 13820 to 21420 (7600 ft)
was proposed for the protection of village Hema Majra, Ghallery and Suhana and the same was
approved in the 46™ meeting of HSDR&FCB in the year 2015. But the land owners did not
provide 11.58 acre land which was required for execution of the scheme and accordingly the
scheme was dropped by Govt. Due to non construction of this bundh, during excess flows, the
flood water enters in this area and further drains out into the river Markanda as and when the
level of water reduces in river. Now, the farmers are ready to give their land for construction of
the Bund.

At present there is no proposal under consideration of the Government for carrying out
the work of digging and cleaning of the Markanda river, as the Rivers are of meandering nature
and have no defined section like channels and Drains.

Further the annual action plans of cleaning and digging of channels and drains are made
and not of rivers. Sometimes during devastating floods, the Highest Flood level/danger mark is
breached due to receipt of extra water which is accommodated in the free board.

The flooding occurred due to gaps in the existing bunds, as the bunds are never
constructed for 100% length of river, whereas for channels and Drains, 100% embankment is
undertaken after land acquisition. The river land belong to private land owners and is never
acquired. Moreover, bunds along the river are only contsructed in that length wherever the river
flows near the abadi area for its protection and where land is made available by the farmers.

Earlier proposals were approved by the Govt. to plug the gaps in existing bunds and
prevent the flooding, but it could not mature due to reluctance of land owners who did not give
their land. However, now the Government is planning for cleaning and desilting of rivers
wherever required, by co-ordinating with the Mining Department and also construct the bunds as

per requirement/demand after assessing availability.
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