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Note for Pad
Deaths in Police Custody in Haryana Since 2015

Since 2015, 33 instances of death in police custody have been reported. Criminal cases were registered in

28 instances. In remaining five instances, inquest under 174/176 Cr.PC were conducted.

On investigation, 10 cases were found untrue and hence were cancelled. Ten cases having evidence were
put to court. Three cases were sent untraced. Five cases are under investigation. In one case, accused
officials were acquitted by the trial court on being found innocent. In one under-trial case of 2016 of
Faridabad, the National Human Right Commission (NHRC) ordered compensation of Rs. 5 lakh to be paid

from the salary of the accused police officials.

In 2023, so far three instances of death in police custody have been reported - one each in Faridabad, Sirsa
and Narnaul. In Faridabad, one Siakul Khan s/o Islam r/o Village Tikri, District Alwar wanted in FIR 29
dated 13.7.23 u/s 419, 420 IPC, Cyber Police Station, NIT FBD allegedly died in police custody. FIR 258
dated 24.7.23 u/s 302, 34 IPC PS Old Faridabad was registered. For the fair investigation, the case has been

transferred to State Crime Branch and it is being investigated by a DSP-ranking officer.

Deaths that occur in police custody are subject to a standardized set of procedures to ensure transparency,
accountability and justice. The Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for handling such cases involves

multiple stages of investigation and oversight.

Upon the reporting of the death in police custody, the local police station initiates investigation into the
circumstances. Simultaneously, a post-mortem examination is conducted under videography by a board of
medical officers to ascertain the cause of death. A Magisterial inquiry by a Judicial Magistrate is also

conducted to determine any potential foul play.

A comprehensive report containing post-mortem report along with CD of inquest proceedings is sent to
both the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and the State Human Rights Commissions

(SHRCs). They have the authority to investigate and recommend actions against erring officials.

The police department also conducts an inquiry to identify any violations of standard operating procedures

or misconduct by police officials involved.

Legal proceedings depend on the outcome of investigation. Compensation may be provided to the victim's

family if negligence or misconduct is established.



In every instance of death in police custody reported in the period, due process of law was followed and the

government took evidence-based action against the police officials found guilty.

To prevent such incidents, the police department is putting emphasis on transparency in investigation of
reported cases of deaths in police custody. Demonstrating zero tolerance for misconduct, disciplinary action
is being taken by officials linked to any form of custodial mismanagement or mistreatment. Understanding
the importance of proper detainee management, police training academies have revamped their training
protocols. Police officials are being educated about the rights of detainees and the legal boundaries of
custodial interrogations. To further transparency and deter potential misconduct, CCTV cameras have been
installed in all police stations, ensuring continuous recording of actions happening in police stations. Police
is engaging the community to bridge the gap between the public and the police and build a platform for

dialogue and feedback.

While any custodial death is a grim reminder of the challenges that lie in policing, the actions of the
Haryana police since 2015 reflect a commitment to learn, reform and improve. Government’s efforts signal

a clear intention to maintain public trust and uphold rule of law with the utmost integrity and responsibility.
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