Dy. No. 14/16/380

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Haryana Sarasvati Heritage Development Board was established by Govt. of
Haryana in October 2015 for rejuvenation of river Sarasvati and development of

its heritage places.

Before notification it was a natural creek, carrying waste water of surrounding

areas including waste water of Shahabad area through Khanpur Drain.

Due to flow of waste water, only annual Internal Clearance for safe disposal of

Flood Water was carried out by Irrigation Department.

Desilting of Sarasvati River will be undertaken to restore the design carrying
capacity of Sarasvati River wherever required after receding of water in Sarasvati

River.

Flood work for raising of banks and stone pitching of side slope on critical
reaches of Sarasvati river in Kurukshetra city to avoid overflowing of flood water
into nearby residential area, amounting to Rs. 2.99 Crore has been allotted to

agency, the work is likely to be started in October, 2023 after monsoon season.

It has been observed that in Kurukshetra city there is need of capacity
enhancement and re-alignment of the Sarasvati River after assessing the recent
flood conditions. In view of the same, an agenda comprising of both points will be
submitted in 55th meeting of Haryana State Drought Relief (HSDR) for necessary

approval.

Total 15 Nos. of bridges exist on the Sarasvati River from G.T road, Kurukshetra

to Jhansa road.
Bridges constructed by PWD B&R and Irrigation = 6 Nos.

Bridges constructed and being managed by Gram Panchayat/Local Residents of

Village Kheri Markanda = 9 Nos.

These bridges are being used for movement of residents of various colonies

situated along Sarasvati River.

Except one, other 08 bridges had been constructed before 2010. No prior

permission/NOC has been taken from the department.
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(1 After the notification of Sarasvati River and its tributaries many unauthorised

bridges/culverts were got dismantled as and when noticed.

1 If any, Gram Panchayat seeks permission to regularise bridges as per Govt.
policy or for reconstruction of bridges, which are in deteriorated condition, their
applications will be considered as per clause 5 of Govt. Policy dated 07.04.2017
regarding infrastructure laid /constructed without permission, and the decision of
regularization of bridges/culverts will be subject to condition that such

infrastructure fulfils the conditions prescribed in this policy.

1 Regarding removal of illegal bridges a meeting was held under the co-
chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner, Kurukshetra & Deputy Chairman,
Haryana Sarasvati Heritage Development Board on dated 21.07.2023 wherein it
has been decided that a Committee shall be constituted comprising of SDO/
Sarasvati Heritage Division No. 2 , Kurukshetra , BDPO/ Thanesar, Secretary
Municipal Committee/ Thanesar to assess the vulnerable bridges existing on the
Sarasvati River for dismantling/replacing and submit the report in this regard.
Minutes of the meeting was endorsed vide No. 2589-95/9-W dated 25.07.2023.
The committee will check and report the public utility of these bridges and

accordingly action will be taken.
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Note for PAD
Starred Assembly Question No. 39

Similar question was also asked by Shri Mewa Singh, MLA, Ladwa during
Assembly Session held in March, 2023, which is reproduced as under:-
Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state:-

The number of bridges constructed on Sarasvati River from Kurukshetra G.T.
road to Jhansa together with the number of bridges constructed by PWD
alongwith the number of illegal bridges out of these bridges; and

The steps taken by the Government to remove the said illegal bridges as the
water is accumulated upto many feet in the dozens of colonies in Kurukshetra
city due to said illegal bridges and the crops of thousand acreage land of dozens

of villages nearby the city have been damaged due to accumulation of water?

The reply given by Hon’ble Sh. Manohar Lal, Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Haryanais as under:-
Total 15 Nos. of bridges exist on the Sarasvati River from G.T. road, Kurukshetra

to Jhansa road, out of which 6 Nos. bridges were constructed by departments of
PWD B&R and Irrigation and 9 Nos. lllegal bridges have been constructed (08
before 2010) and are currently being managed by Gram Panchayat/Local
residents of village Kheri Markanda without taking NOC/Permission from
Department.

After the inception of Sarasvati project, many unauthorised bridges/culverts were
got dismantled as and when information/complaint received. lllegal pipe culverts
at RD 207850 and RD 214500 have been removed on dated 14.01.2022 &
16.12.2022 respectively. Recently also on the basis of complaint, action was
taken to remove illegal bridge at RD 217500 on dated 09.02.2023 with the help of
local administration but due to resistance by the residents/villagers the work was
withdrawn after partially dismantling the bridge. During monsoon season,
whenever there is flooding in nearby residential area due to excess floodwater in
Sarasvati river, dewatering is done by installing diesel pumps as per requirement.
Neither any crop damage has been reported, nor has any compensation been
paid in the last 5 years due to flooding in this area. Flood works amounting to Rs.
2.99 crore has been approved in 53" meeting of Haryana State Drought Relief

for raising of bank and stone pitching of side slope on critical reaches of
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Sarasvati river to avoid overflowing of flood water in to nearby residential area.
Work has been allotted on dated 28.04.2023 and which will likely to start in
October, 2023.

Regarding present question, it is further submitted that there was heavy rain on
g of 10" and 11™ July, 2023 in the catchment area of rivers Sarasvati,
Markanda, Tangri and Ghaggar. Markanda river right side bund overflowed and
breached near Mohanpur, Madanpur, Tandwali Tandwal villages of Shahabad
Markanda Block on 11/07/2023.

More than 20000 cusec water entered in the catchment area of Benton Nallah,
Linda Nallah, Khanpur drain and Sarasvati River.

In addition, more than 10000 cusec water was also received in Sarasvati River
from Yamuna Nagar, Sadaura, Radaur and Ladwa.

Capacity of Sarasvati River is only 200 cusec and it carried more than 2000
cusec to drain out the flood water from Kurukshetra city and adjoining agricultural
land.

Linda Nallah parallel to SYL was also breached near Thanesar City on
11/07/2023 which blocked the flow of river Sarasvati, resulting its overflowing in
the nearby abadi area.

All the flood water was drained out of the city by Sarasvati River through SYL
syphon to Bibipur Jheel and ultimately into river Ghaggar in district Patiala of
Punjab State.

Hence, Sarasvati was the only source to drain out the flood water of Thanesar
City.

Removal of obstructions and clearance of waterway in Sarasvati River is being
carried out annually since 2018.

Desilting of Sarasvati River will be undertaken to restore the design carrying
capacity of Sarasvati River wherever required after receding of water in Sarasvati

River.

Regarding removal of illegal bridges a meeting was held under the co-
chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner, Kurukshetra & Deputy Chairman,
Haryana Sarasvati Heritage Development Board on dated 21.07.2023 wherein it
has been decided that a Committee shall be constituted comprising of SDO/

Sarasvati Heritage Division No. 2, Kurukshetra , BDPO/ Thanesar, Secretary
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Municipal Committee/ Thanesar to assess the vulnerable bridges existing on the
Sarasvati River for dismantling/replacing and submit the report in this regard.
Minutes of the meeting was endorsed vide No. 2589-95/9-W dated 25.07.2023.
The committee will check and report the public utility of these bridges and

accordingly action will be taken.
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SITE PLAN OF AUTHORIZED & UNAUTHORIZED BRIDGE
ON SARASVATI RIVER ( FROM PIPLI TO JHANSA ROAD
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