JUSTICE L.N. MITTAL (RETD.), COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
INQUIRY REPORT

INTRODUCTION

This inquiry relates to an unfortunate incident in which Sh. Surender Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police (in short, DSP), Taoru, District Nuh, made supreme sacrifice in the
line of his duty on 19.07.2022.

Haryana Government vide gazette notification No 11/44/2022-1HG1 dated 18.08.2022
appointed the undersigned [Justice L.N. Mittal (Retd.)] as one man Commission of Inquiry (in
short, the Commission):-

(i) to look into the circumstances leading to assault and unfortunate death of Sh.

Surender Singh, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Taoru, District Nuh, while
conducting the raid on illegal mining activities;
(i1) to suggest deterrent measures to prevent reoccurrence of such incidents and to
curb the illegal mining in that area in future.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION

The undersigned assumed charge of the duties of the Commission on 18.08.2022 (AN).
The Commission was provided with office premises and skeleton staff with effect from
01.09.2022 and the Commission started its proceedings.

After prior intimation to Deputy Commissioner, Nuh and Superintendent of Police,
Nuh, the Commission reached Nuh on 07.09.2022 and had detailed interaction and discussion
with Deputy Commissioner, Nuh, Superintendent of Police, Nuh, Assistant Mining Engineer,
Nuh and Mining Officer, Gurugram (who held additional charge of Mining Officer, Nuh at the
relevant time). Superintendent of Police, Nuh gave to the Commission a note on illegal mining
in District Nuh and also a note on the incident relating to unfortunate death of Sh. Surender
Singh, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Taoru, District Nuh.

On 07.09.2022 itself, the Commission accompanied by aforesaid Officers and others
also inspected the spot in village Panchgaon, Police Station Sadar Taoru, District Nuh where
the occurrence had taken place. After crossing the village abadi, there is hilly area where
illegal mining of stone was allegedly being done. There was kacha uneven inhospitable path
leading to the spot. Stones said to have been unloaded from the offending dumper during the
occurrence were still lying there. The Officers briefed the Commission about the manner of
occurrence. The place from where stones had allegedly been illegally excavated and loaded
in the offending dumper was also shown. The Commission was told that out of 443 villages in
the District, illegal mining was being done in 29 villages only. The Commission was shown one
such spot in adjoining villages of Silko and Nurpur.



On return to Nuh, copies of First Information Report (in short, FIR) and statements of
alleged three eye witnesses of the occurrence recorded by the police during investigation of
the case were procured by the Commission through Superintendent of Police, Nuh. Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) for prevention of illegal mining in Haryana was obtained from
Assistant Mining Engineer.

On 15.09.2022, meeting was held in the office of the Commission with
Sh. P.K.Aggarwal, IPS, Director General of Police, Haryana and Sh. Mukul Kumar, IAS, Director
Mines and Geology Department, Haryana accompanied by Dr. Madhvi Gupta, Mining Engineer.
Detailed discussion was held with them on the subjects of deterrent measures to prevent
reoccurrence of such incident and to curb illegal mining in the area in future.

Public notice in Hindi and English was got published in various newspapers dated
22.09.2022 namely Amar Ujala, Chandigarh (Hindi), Danik Jagran, Chandigarh (Hindi), Punjab
Kesari, Jalandhar (Hindi) and The Tribune, Chandigarh and Gurugram (English). The public
notice was issued for information of the General Public and for the persons interested to
appear as witness in the inquiry for sittings of the Commission in Circuit House, Nuh on 19"
and 20" October, 2022. Prior intimation of the said sittings of the Commission was also given
to Deputy Commissioner, Nuh, who was requested to make proper arrangements of secretarial
assistance to the Commission for conducting its proceedings at Nuh. Prior intimation was also
given to Superintendent of Police, Nuh, who was requested to ensure presence of relevant
witnesses of the incident including alleged three eye witnesses and investigating officer(s)
and other witnesses, if any, before the Commission on 19" October, 2022 at 01.30 PM in
Circuit House, Nuh for recording their statements.

Accordingly the Commission reached Circuit House, Nuh at 12.30 PM on
19" October, 2022. On that day, statements of two alleged eye witnesses of the incident
namely Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Sanjay Kumar, witness no. 1 and
Constable Amit Kumar, witness no. 2 and of both the Investigating Officers, Inspector Arvind
Kumar, Station House Officer, Police Station Sadar Taoru, witness no. 3 and Inspector Naresh
Kumar, Incharge CIA Staff, Nuh witness no. 4, who were present, were recorded by the
Commission. Another alleged eye witness EHC Umesh Kumar did not come present on that
day, although he was said to have been served with summons for appearance before the
Commission on that day. He was also said to be absent from duty. No other witness or person
from the public came present on that day before the Commission in pursuance of public
notice.

On 20.10.2022 till 1.30 PM, neither one of the alleged eye witnesses
EHC Umesh Kumar, who was absent the previous day, nor in pursuance of public notice, any
other witness or pubic person appeared before the Commission. However, EHC Umesh Kumar
turned up very late after 2.30 PM on that day. Proceedings were taken up again on his
appearance and his statement as witness No. 5 was recorded.

Superintendent of Police, Nuh was requested on 07.09.2022 during visit of the
Commission at Nuh to find out from the family members of late Sh. Surender Singh, DSP, if



any of them wanted to appear as witness before the Commission and if so, whether it would
be convenient for them to appear at Nuh or at Chandigarh before the Commission.
Accordingly Superintendent of Police, Nuh intimated the family of
late Sh. Surender Singh, DSP. Pursuant thereto, on 18.10.2022, Sh. Ashok Kumar Manjhu,
brother of late Sh. Surender Singh, DSP, contacted the undersigned on telephone and
expressed desire of some family member(s) of late Sh. Surender Singh, DSP to appear before
the Commission to make statement(s) at Chandigarh . So, | contacted Sh. Ashok Kumar
Manjhu on telephone on 20.10.2022 and told him that they may appear before the
Commission at Chandigarh on 26.10.2022. The undersigned also told him that if they had any
difficulty or inconvenience in coming to appear before the Commission at Chandigarh, they
may send their affidavit(s) to the Commission by post, courier or whatsapp regarding
whatever statement(s) they want to make before the Commission. Again on 22.10.2022, Sh.
Ashok Kumar Manjhu was contacted telephonically through the Secretary to the Commission.
Pursuant thereto, Sh. Ashok Kumar Manjhu sent on 23.10.2022 by whatsapp to the Secretary
of the Commission an application accompanied by his unattested affidavit dated 20.10.2022.
Printout thereof has been taken and placed on record of the Commission on 26.10.2022 (23"
to 25" October, 2022 being holidays).

BRIEF FACTS

Brief facts of the occurrence as emerged from the FIR and other documents on record
may be mentioned as under:-

On 19.07.2022, Sh. Surender Singh, DSP asked his staff to accompany him in official
Bolero vehicle No. HR 27GV 6157 to some place without disclosing them the destination.
Accordingly ASI Sanjay Kumar, Reader of the DSP and EHC Umesh Kumar, Gunman of the DSP
who had joined this duty on that day only, accompanied the DSP in the official vehicle with
driver Constable Amit Kumar. On the way, the DSP kept on giving directions to the driver.
After crossing abadi of village Panchgaon, they went ahead on kacha passage towards hills.
They went there for checking and curbing illegal mining. They saw that one dumper of six
wheels was going from the side of mining site towards hills on the kacha path. The dumper
was loaded with illegally mined stones. Ahead of the dumper, a motorcycle with two young
boys riding it was going. As per direction of DSP, the official vehicle chased the dumper and
also blew Siren giving signal to the dumper to stop. There was no registration nhumber plate
on rear side of the dumper. There were in all four persons including driver in the dumper. On
seeing the police vehicle chasing the dumper, the dumper driver with intent to kill the police
officials started unloading stones from the dumper by raising the body of the dumper with
pressure. The stones started falling on the kachha path ahead of the police vehicle.
Consequently driver of the police vehicle stopped it with great difficulty. All the four police
officials alighted from the police vehicle and started running on kacha path to stop the
dumper. ASI Sanjay Kumar and Constable Amit Kumar went from the side of the dumper
driver whereas DSP and EHC Umesh Kumar went from cleaner side of the dumper. They
reached in front of the dumper and saw registration number plate on front side of the dumper
bearing Number HR 74A only. The police officials asked the occupants of the dumper to come
down from the dumper, but they did not do so. Rather they asked the police officials to get



aside, but they also did not do so. Dumper occupants among themselves were calling dumper
driver as Mittar and dumper cleaner as lkkar. They took out two country made pistols and
threatened the police officials to get aside failing which they would shoot them. The police
officials started retreating in self-defence. Meanwhile dumper occupants and motorcycle
riders asked dumper driver Mittar that the police would seize and challan the dumper for
illegal mining and therefore, the dumper be not stopped and the police officials be run under
the dumper. Thereupon dumper driver tried to run over the police officials with intent to kill
them by accelerating the speed. ASI Sanjay Kumar, EHC Umesh Kumar and
Constable Amit Kumar saved themselves by jumping aside. DSP also tried to jump
away to save himself but dumper driver intentionally hit the dumper into the DSP and ran
over him and murdered him. DSP died on the spot. Dumper driver with occupants and
motorcycle with riders sped away while unloading the stones from the dumper on the
passage. The occurrence took place at about 11.50 AM.

ASl Sanjay Kumar telephonically informed Inspector Arvind Kumar, Station House
Officer of Police Station Sadar Taoru and also Superintendent of Police, Nuh.

On receiving information, Inspector Arvind Kumar, alongwith other police officials,
went to the spot in official Bolero vehicle. Dead body of Sh. Surender Singh, DSP was lying
there. Stones unloaded from the dumper there were also lying on the kacha passage.
Inspector Arvind Kumar telephonically informed higher Officers. Scene of Crime Team was
also intimated to come to the spot. Inspector Arvind Kumar took photographs exhibit 3 to
exhibit 8 from his mobile telephone. ASI Sanjay Kumar gave application exhibit 1 to Inspector
Arvind Kumar regarding the occurrence. Inspector Arvind Kumar made his endorsement
exhibit 1/A on the application and sent it to police Station Sadar Taoru where on its basis, FIR
No. 309 dated 19.07.2022 exhibit 1/B was recorded for various offences. Inspector Arvind
Kumar prepared rough site plan exhibit 9 of the place of occurrence and recorded statements
exhibit 2 of Constable Amit Kumar and exhibit 10 of EHC Umesh Kumar under section 161 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure. He also prepared inquest report of the dead body of Sh.
Surender Singh, DSP. Senior Officers also reached the spot and gave necessary instructions.
Forensic team headed by Dr. Vinod Kumar also reached the spot and minutely inspected the
spot. They handed over parcels of evidence collected from the spot to Inspector Arvind
Kumar. Dead body of Sh. Surender Singh, DSP was sent to Community Health Centre, Nuh,
where Board of Doctors conducted postmortem examination. Parcels of evidence were given
by them to the police. The dead body was handed over to the family members.

Special Investigating Team (SIT) comprising of Smt. Usha Kundu, Assistant
Superintendent of Police, Inspector Arvind Kumar, Inspector Naresh Kumar, incharge
CIA Staff, Nuh and two other Inspectors was constituted for further investigation of the case.
Inspector Naresh Kumar conducted further investigation under supervision of Additional
Superintendent of Police. On 20.07.2022, Mittar alias Sabbir, driver of the offending dumper,
was arrested by Inspector Naresh Kumar. His police remand was obtained from Court on
21.07.2022. His disclosure statement was recorded wherein he disclosed the names of his co-
accused as lkkar alias lkram, Bhuru alias Bhura, Ashru alias Asruddin, Sabbir alias Beda and
Abbas who were present at the spot at the time of occurrence. Kallu alias Fazru, said to be



owner of the illegal mine from where illegally mined stones had been loaded in the dumper,
was arrested on 27.07.2022, but there was no document of the mine in his name. Other
accused persons named above were arrested from 22.07.2022 to 25.07.2022. All of them
separately led the police to the place of occurrence. Scaled site plan of the place of
occurrence was got prepared. Application for Test Identification Parade (TIP) of the aforesaid
accused persons, who were allegedly present at the spot at the time of occurrence, was given
in Court and the said application was still pending. Disclosure statements of accused were
recorded. Offending dumper No. HR74A 2728 and offending motorcycle, without
registration number going ahead of the offending dumper, were taken into possession by the
police. Both country made pistols used in the occurrence were seized by the police in
separate FIR No. 310 dated 19.07.2022 Police Station Sadar Taoru. The same were taken by
Inspector Naresh Kumar in the present case. Call detail record and location of Mobile
telephones of the accused persons, who were present at the spot, were obtained. Some other
persons, who had given shelter and transportation to the main accused persons, were also
arrested. Statements of witnesses were recorded during investigation. On completion of
investigation, challan i.e. report under section 173 of the Code of Criminal Procedure exhibit
11 was prepared and presented in Court on 17.10.2022.

EVIDENCE

Alleged eye witnesses ASI Sanjay Kumar witness No. 1, Constable Amit Kumar. Witness
No. 2 and EHC Umesh Kumar, witness No. 5 made statements regarding the entire occurrence
as noticed above. Inspector Arvind Kumar witness No. 3 and Inspector Naresh Kumar, witness
no. 4 stated about investigation of the case as detailed above.

It may be mentioned that at the time of occurrence, none of the police officials had
any weapon, arm or ammunition. Even EHC Umesh Kumar, Gunman did not have any arm or
ammunition because he was deputed as such on that very day and was yet to get issued the
weapon when suddenly he had to accompany the DSP for raid to curb illegal mining.

Sh. Ashok Kumar, brother of late Sh. Surender Singh, DSP, has stated in his
application and unattested affidavit dated 20.10.2022 that inquiry be made on the points
mentioned by him:-

i How Sh. Surender Singh, DSP received information of illegal mining and whose
telephone he received on 19.07.2022.

ii. What was the role of staff of Sh. Surender Singh, DSP and what effort was made by
them to save him.

iii. Whether Sh. Surender Singh, DSP was beaten and physically man handled. His
uniform was found torn at two places in the photograph creating doubt if there
was some scuffle with him and where was his staff at that time.

iv. Whether gunman of the DSP had any weapon or not and if he had weapon, why he

did not act immediately and if not, why he did not have the weapon.



V. What was the location of Sh. Surender Singh and his staff and official vehicle. His
call detail record and location be obtained.

vi. Any staff member of Sh. Surender Singh during his posting as DSP Taoru from
29.06.2020 to 19.07.2022 might have some connection with the occurrence.

vii. Similarly police officials against whom Sh. Surender Singh, DSP during his said
posting might have taken departmental action or recommended penal action might
be having direct or indirect connection with the occurrence.

viii.  There may also be role of officers and employees of Mining Department with this
murder and so their call detail record be also obtained.

ix. It is also matter of inquiry as to how the other police officials escaped whereas Sh.
Surender Singh, DSP fell on being hit by the dumper.

X. According to the statement made by Sh. Anil Vij, Home Minister, Haryana in the
Assembly, the State had reached up to the crusher zone where stones loaded in
the dumper were to be supplied, but according to police inquiry, the stone was
being transported for personal domestic use.

FINDING OF THE COMMISSION

1. Circumstances leading to assault and unfortunate death of Sh. Surender Singh, DSP:-

There is ample evidence on record to arrive at a firm conclusion regarding the
circumstances leading to unfortunate death of Sh. Surender Singh, DSP, proving facts
regarding manner of occurrence as stated hereinbefore. The said version of the occurrence
stands fully proved by the evidence on record. There are statements of three eye witnesses of
the occurrence namely ASI Sanjay Kumar witness no. 1, Constable Amit Kumar, witness no. 2
and EHC Umesh Kumar witness no. 5. They have stated in detail about the aforesaid manner
of occurrence. FIR in the case giving detailed version of the occurrence was lodged promptly
by eye witness ASI Sanjay Kumar and therefore, FIR is also significant piece of evidence
corroborating the statements of eye witnesses made before the Commission. Statements of
the other two eye witnesses Constable Amit Kumar and EHC Umesh Kumar were also recorded
at the spot without delay under section 161 of the Code of Criminal Procedure during
investigation. The said statements also assume significance. There is unadulterated version of
the occurrence in the FIR lodged by ASI Sanjay Kumar eye witness and also in the statements
of the other two eye witnesses recorded at the spot during investigation of the case, soon
after the occurrence. There was no time or occasion for the eye witnesses to have
consultation with anybody else or to give concocted version of the occurrence at the spot.
There was also no reason or motive for them to give false version of the occurrence at that
time. On the other hand, they had every reason to state the truth about the occurrence
because their own officer had been killed in the occurrence. All the three eye witnesses made
similar statements about the manner of occurrence before the Commission. They did not
name in their statements at the spot all the persons who committed the occurrence and



rather named Mittar and lkkar only and also stated how the witnesses came to know the
names of the dumper driver as Mittar and dumper cleaner as lkkar because their co-accused
were addressing them with these names. Their statements are completely trustworthy and
inspire confidence and fully prove the aforesaid manner of occurrence. There are also
statements of both Investigating Officers Inspector Arvind Kumar, witness no. 3 and Inspector
Naresh Kumar, witness No. 4. From all this evidence, it becomes as clear as the sunlight that
the occurrence took place in the manner stated above. Sh. Surender Singh, DSP
accompanied by other police officials went to the spot to check and curb illegal mining
activities. On spotting a dumper loaded with illegally mined stones, the police party started
chasing the dumper to stop it. However, the dumper driver started unloading the stones on
the kacha path by suddenly raising the body of the dumper with pressure. Due to stones
falling on the way, police vehicle had to be stopped. The police party then alighted from
their vehicle and tried to stop the dumper by running up to front of the dumper. They asked
the dumper occupants to come down from the dumper, but they did not do so and rather they
asked the police officials to get aside failing which they would shoot them with country made
pistols which two of them had taken out. Dumper driver was being addressed as Mittar and
the person sitting on cleaner seat of the dumper was being addressed as lkkar by the
occupants of the dumper. When the dumper did not stop, police officials started retreating to
save themselves. Occupants of the dumper and two persons riding the motorcycle going ahead
instigated and prompted dumper driver Mittar to run over the police officials under the
dumper. Dumper driver thereupon accelerated the speed of the dumper with intent to kill the
police officials by running them over with dumper. Sanjay Kumar, ASI, Amit Kumar, Constable
and Umesh Kumar, EHC saved themselves by jumping aside. Sh. Surender Singh, DSP also tried
to save himself by jumping away, but the dumper driver, intentionally with high speed, hit
the dumper into the DSP and ran over him and thus murdered him. Sh. Surender Singh, DSP
died on the spot. The dumper occupants and motorcycle riders sped away. While going away,
the dumper driver kept on unloading the stones from the dumper. The occurrence took place
at about 11.50AM.

Before proceeding further, it may be mentioned that there is not even an iota of
material on record to even remotely suggest that there was any scuffle between the police
party and the accused persons i.e. occupants of the offending dumper and riders of the
motorcycle going ahead of it. There was no physical manhandling of the DSP by anybody.
According to the manner of occurrence narrated above, neither occupants of the dumper and
motorcycle riders alighted from their vehicles nor the police officials boarded the dumper. On
the other hand, the dumper and the motorcycle kept on moving ahead. There was thus no
physical contact between the policy party and the occupants of the dumper and the
motorcycle riders. Consequently there was no scuffle among them nor physical manhandling
of the DSP by anybody. On the other hand, if occupants of the dumper and the motorcycle
riders had alighted from their vehicles and had had any scuffle with the police party or
physical manhandling of the DSP or anybody else, then perhaps there would have been no
occasion of the DSP being hit or run over by the dumper.

Police officials accompanying the DSP could not have possibly saved the DSP from
being run over by the dumper in view of the facts and circumstances of the occurrence. The
said police officials as well as the DSP tried to save themselves from the speeding dumper. In



the process, the three police officials were able to save themselves by jumping aside, but
unfortunately, the DSP was not successful in saving himself and was hit and run over by the
dumper.

It is also significant to notice that none of the police officials was having any weapon,
arm or ammunition at that time, as stated by ASI Sanjay Kumar withess no. 1. Even the
gunman Umesh Kumar, EHC was not having any weapon, arm or ammunition because he was
assigned the said duty on that very day only and before he could get any arm and ammunition
issued, DSP asked him and others to accompany him. Consequently even post occurrence, the
police officials could not do anything to catch the dumper occupants or riders of the
motorcycle while they were speeding away with their vehicles. The police officials could not
use their vehicle to chase them because the path was strewn with stones unloaded from the
speeding dumper. Obviously, on foot, the police officials could not have chased and caught
the speeding dumper and the motorcycle.

There is no material or evidence in support of some of the points raised by
Sh. Ashok Kumar Manjhu in his application and affidavit. Even his affidavit is unattested. No
other document has either been annexed by him.

As noticed above, the aforesaid application and unattested affidavit of Sh. Ashok
Kumar Manjhu were placed on record of the Commission on 26.10.2022. Term of the
Commission is ending on 31.10.2022 with only four working days from 26" to
28" October, 2022 and 31t October, 2022 to prepare the inquiry report and to submit the
same to the Government. Consequently due to paucity of time, the Commission could not
make any further inquiry into some of the points raised by Sh. Ashok Kumar Manjhu in his
affidavit and application. The State Government may get the said points inquired into or
investigated through Investigating Officer or SIT or through some other agency.

It is accordingly concluded that Sh. Surender Singh, DSP, was killed by being
intentionally hit and run over by the dumper in the manner stated above while conducting
raid to check and curb illegal mining activities. However, there was no physical assault,
manhandling or scuffle with him before being hit and run over by the dumper. The culpability
or otherwise of the accused persons sent for prosecution by the police relating to this
occurrence will be determined by the Court(s) concerned.

Point number 1 of the terms of reference of the Commission is concluded accordingly.

2, Suggestions regarding deterrent measures to prevent reoccurrence of such
incidents and to curb illegal mining in the area in future:-
As mentioned above, the Commission had interaction and discussion with district

authorities of Administration, Police and Mining Department on this point. Superintendent of
Police, Nuh also gave to the Commission a note on illegal mining in district Nuh. Assistant
Mining Engineer also supplied the Standard Operating procedure (SOP) for prevention of illegal
mining in Haryana. These documents have been perused by the Commission. Detailed
discussion on this point was also held with Director General of Police, Haryana and Director,
Mines and Geology Department, Haryana accompanied by Mining Engineer. Various suggestions
were made during the interaction on 15.09.2022. It was also assured that they would revert
with further feedback after holding discussion in their Departments. However, when contacted
telephonically on 20.10.2022, both Director General of Police and Director, Mines and Geology



Department told that they had nothing more to add. The Commission also worked extensively
on this issue.

It was pointed out during discussion that there is disparity in the procedure of mining
and transportation of the mined material in the State of Haryana and adjoining State of
Rajasthan giving rise to illegal mining activities in district Nuh. Area of Nuh district, where
illegal mining is done, borders the State of Rajasthan and the aforesaid disparity creates
problems in the area of district Nuh. Besides it, complete ban on mining activities in Aravali
Hills, including the concerned area of district Nuh, has been imposed under orders of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) and Hon’ble Supreme Court. It has given rise to illegal mining
activities in district Nuh.

Based on the entire process, the Commission makes the following suggestions to
prevent reoccurrence of such incidents and to curb illegal mining in that area in future:-

(i) While conducting raids or checking relating to illegal mining activities, sufficient
police force properly armed should be taken.

(i1) Steps be taken to remove disparity in the procedure of mining and transportation
of the mined material in the States of Haryana and Rajasthan.

(iii)  Installation of GPS in vehicles, particularly dumpers, engaged in transportation of
mined material be made compulsory so that their movement and location can be
traced in real time.

(iv) There should also be provision of mentioning GPS in e-Rawana issued for
transportation of the mined material.

(v) A separate crusher zone be established with single exit/entry point so that there
may be proper and effective survey and monitoring thereof. It is difficult to check
and monitor scattered crushers.

(vi)  There should be survey of crushers atleast twice a month.

(vii)  Mass awareness programme be launched by involving NGOs, Social Activists, elders
and respectable of the area, Panches and Sarpanches, Nambardars, Chowkidars
and Patwaris. They being locally available all the 24 hours would prove to be of
great assistance in indentifying the offenders of illegal mining and in giving timely
information of illegal mining in their area to the concerned authorities. It will be
of great help to check and curb illegal mining activities in the area in future.
Sarpanches, Panches, Nambardars, Chowkidars and Patwaris may be told that they
shall be held responsible for illegal mining in their area. On the other hand, they
may be rewarded with suitable incentives or rewards for extending proper and
effective help in curbing illegal mining activities in their area.

(viii) As against one time movement against illegal mining, continuous sustainable
efforts should be made to curb illegal mining. A clear message should sent to the
general public, particularly potential offenders, that illegal mining activities will
be curbed with iron hand.

(ix)  Drones may also be deployed for surveillance, if found feasible and effective, after
experimental trial.

(x) Network of secret informers among the local residents may be created. They will
be of great help in curbing illegal mining. Their identity should be kept
confidential and they may also be rewarded with some incentives.

(xi)  Since there is complete ban on mining in the area, it leads to illegal mining.
Therefore, steps may also be taken to start lease for legal mining in some area



where feasible. For this, permission may be sought from National Green Tribunal
and Hon’ble Supreme Court by making out a strong case particularly that there will
be no damage to ecology and environment of the area.

(xii)  Nakas with CCTVs may also be fixed for proper and effective checking of illegal
mining and transportation of illegally mined material.

(xiii) There is also severe staff crunch in Mining and Police Departments due to which
effective control on illegal mining is diluted. Sufficient staff be provided for the
same. Dedicated sincere police personnel may be deployed exclusively to assist the
Mining Authorities to curb illegal mining.

(xiv) Satellite Remote Sensing may be used to have information of illegal mining in real
time in the same manner as this facility is being used to have real time information
of stubble burning in agricultural fields. It will greatly help in curbing illegal
mining.

(xv)  All measures to curb illegal mining should be implemented strictly and sincerely on
the ground and should not remain on paper only. These measures should be made
operational at the earliest in time bound manner.

Point number 2 of the terms of reference of the Commission is answered accordingly.

The inquiry report regarding both terms of reference of the Commission is accordingly
submitted to the State Government.



Subject: Memorandum of Action Taken by Police Department and Mines & Geology

Department on the suggestion submitted in its report by Mr. Justice L.N. Mittal
(Retired) Punjab and Haryana High Court, Commission of Inquiry into the
circumstances leading to assault and death of Sh. Surender Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Taoru, District Nuh, while conducting a raid on illegal
mining activities.

3k 3k 3k % % %k

As per report obtained from the Director General of Police, Haryana and

Director, Mines and Geology, Haryana the action taken are as follows:-

S.N. | Recommendations of enquiry | Action Taken by Police | Action Taken by Mines &
Commission Department, Haryana Geology, Department,
Haryana
i) While conducting raids or checking | All concerned have been | The matter would be taken in
relating to illegal mining activities, | directed to ensure that | the next meeting of State
sufficient police force properly | sufficient Police force may | Level Task Force.
armed should be taken be deployed while
conducting raids related
to illegal mining activities
and all preventive &
security measures may
also be kept in mind
during such raids.
ii) Steps be taken to remove| =@ oo -Do-
disparity in the procedure of
mining and transportation of the
mined material in the States of
Haryana and Rajasthan
iii) | Installation of GPS in vehicles, | =  ——--memmeeeeve -Do-
particularly dumpers, engaged in
transportation of mined material
be made compulsory so that
their movement and location can
be traced in real time
iv) | There should also be provision of | = ——-eeeeeeemmeeeee -Do-
mentioning GPS in e-Rawana
issued for transportation of the
mined material
v) A separate crusher zone be| @ e -Do-
established with single

exit/entry point so that there
may be proper and effective
survey and monitoring thereof. It
is difficult to check and monitor
scattered crushers

vi)

There should be survey of | = —ooooeee Do-




crushers atleast twice a month.

vii) | Mass awareness programme be | Necessary directions have -Do-
launced by involving NGOs, Social | been issued to all
Activities, elders and respectable | concerned to carry out
of the area, Panches and | mass awareness in NGOs,

Sarpanches, Nambardars, | Social activities elders,
Chowkidars and Patwaris. They | Panches, Sarpanches,
being locally available all the 24 | Namberdars, Chowkidars
hours would prove to be of great | Patwaries & respected
assistance in indentifying the | persons & of area
offeneders of illegal mining and in | regarding illegal mining.
giving timely information of illegal | These directions are being
mining in their area to the | complied with
concerned authorities. It will be of | meticulously.

great help to check and curb illegal

mining activities in the area in

future.  Sarpanches, Panches,

Nambardars, Chowkidars and

Patwaris may be told that they

shall be held responsible for illegal

mining in their area. On the other

hand, they may be rewarded with

suitable incentives or rewards for

extending proper and effective in

their area.

viii) | As against one time movement | Necessary directions have | Necessary directions have
against illegal mining, continuous | been issued to all | been issued by Director Mines
sustainable efforts should be made | concerned for taking strict | & Geology, Haryana to all the
to curb illegal mining. A clear | legal action against the | field officers to take action as
message should sent to the | offenders of illegal | per the suggestions by
general public, particularly | mining, to discourage | discussing the same in the
potential offenders, that illegal | people from taking | meetings of District Level Task
mining activities will be curbed | part/involved in illegal | Forces being held regularly.
with iron hand mining activities.

ix) Drones may also be deployed for | Necessary directions have | Necessary directions have
surveillance, if found feasible and | been issued to all | been issued by Director Mines
effective, after experimental trial. | concerned to carry out | & Geology, Haryana to all the

experimental trial to | field officers to take action as
assess the feasibility & | per the suggestions by
effectiveness of | discussing the same in the
surveillance by drones. meetings of District Level Task
Forces being held regularly
X) Network of secret informers | Necessary directions have | Necessary directions have

among the local residents may be
created. They will be of great help
in curbing illegal mining. Their
identity and they may also be
rewarded with some incentives

been issued to all field
units to deploy security
agents in their jurisdiction
to collect specific
intelligence and share it

been issued by Director Mines
& Geology, Haryana to all the
field officers to take action as
per the suggestions by
discussing the same in the




with senior formations
well in time. They have
also been directed to
enhance their network of
sources among the local
residents to help in
curbing illegal mining.

meetings of District Level Task
Forces being held regularly

Xi)

Since there is complete ban on
mining in the area, it leads to
illegal mining. Therefore, steps
may also be taken to start lease
for legal mining in some area
where feasible. For this,
permission may be sought from
National Green Tribunal and
Hon’ble Supreme Court by
making out a strong case
particularly that there will be no
damage to ecology and
environment of the area

xii)

Nakas with CCTVs may also be
fixed for proper and effective
checking of illegal mining and
transportation of illegally mined
material.

Necessary directions have
been issued to all
concerned to equip Nakas
with CCTV cameras.

The matter would be taken in
the next meeting of State
Level Task Force.

xiii)

There is also severe staff crunch in
Mining and Police Departments
due to which effective control on
illegal mining is diluted. Sufficient
staff be provided for the same.
Dedicated sincere police personnel
may be deployed exclusively to
assist the Mining Authorities to
curb illegal mining.

Police force is provided as
and when requisitioned
by mining department.
Additionally dedicated
police official have been
provided to the mining
department through the
newly created
Enforcement Wing.

-Do-

Xiv)

Satellite Remote Sensing may be
used to have information of
illegal mining in real time in the
same manner as this facility is
being used to have real time
information of stubble burning in
agricultural fields. It will greatly
help in curbing illegal mining

Xv)

All measures to curb illegal
mining should be implemented
strictly and sincerely on the
ground and should not remain on
paper only. These measures
should be made operational at
the earliest in time bound
manner

Necessary directions have
been issued by Director Mines
& Geology, Haryana to all the
field officers to take action as
per the suggestions by
discussing the same in the
meetings of District Level Task




‘ ‘ ‘ Forces being held regularly. \

It is also pertinent to mention here that vide Notification No. 2/3/2022-2HC dated
16.03.2023, Government has been constituted a Haryana State Enforcement Bureau for
devising and implementation a comprehensive institutional mechanism to further strengthen
the efforts of various departments to curb unlawful activities that, interalia, could to illustrate,
include illegal mining, theft of canal water, theft of electricity enforcement of public properties,

sale of illicit/spurious liquor etc.
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THE COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY ACT, 1952
Act No 60 oF 1952
[14th August, 1952.]
An Act to provide for the appointment of Commissions of Inquiry and for vestmg such
Commissions with certain powers.
BE it enacted by Parliament as follows:—

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—(/) This Act may be called the Commissions of
Inquiry Act, 1952.

*[(2) It extends to the whole of India:

Provided that it shall apply to the State of Jammu and Kashmir only in so far as it relates to

inquiries pertaining to matters relatable to any of the entries enumerated in List I or List IIl in the
Seventh Schedule to the Constitution as applicable to that State.]

(3) It shall come into force on such date® as the Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
{(a) “appropriate Government” means—

() the Central Government, in relation to a Commission appointed by it to make an
inquiry into any matter relatable to any of the entries enumerated in List [ or List IT or List III
in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution; and

(if) the State Government, in relation to a Commission appointed by it to make an inquiry
into any matter relatable to any of the entries enumerated i in Llst IT or List IIT in the Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution: j

“[Provided that in relation to the State of Jammu and Kashmir, these clauses shall have
effect subject to the modification that—

(@) in sub-clause (i) thereof, for the words and figures “List I or List IT or List Il in
the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution”, the words and figures “List I or List III in the
Seventh Schedule to the Constitution as applicable to the State of Jammu and Kashmir”
shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-clause (/i) thereof, for the words and’ figures “List II or List III in the

Seventh Schedule to the Constitution”, the words and figures “List III in the Seventh:

Schedule to the Constitution as applicable to the State of Jammu and Kashmir” shall be
substituted;]

(b) “Commission” means a Commission of Inquiry appointed under section 3;

(c) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act.

S

. This Act has been extended to—
Goa, Daman and Diu by Reg. 12 of 1962, 5. 3 and Schedule.
Dadra and Nagar Haveli (w.e.f. 1-7-1965) by Reg. 6 of 1963, s. 2 and Schedule I.
Pondicherry (w.e.f. 1-10-1963) by Reg. 7 of 1963, s. 3 and Schedule I.
. Subs by Act 79 of 1971, s. 2, for sub-section (2).
- st October, 1952. vide Notification No. S.R.0. 1670, dated the 30th September. 1952, see Gazette of India.
Extraordinary, Part II, s. 3.

This Act, as amended by Act 79 of 1971, came into force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir on 6-3-1972 and in the
districts of Kohima and Mokokchung in the State of Nagaland on 15-2-1972, vide notification No. 94(E), dated 4-3-1972
and 74(E), dared 14-2-1972, respectively. issued unders. 15 of Act 79 of 1972.

4. Added by s. 3, ibid.

W
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'[2A Construction of references to laws not in force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir.—
Any reference in this Act to a law, which is not in force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir, shall, in
relation to that State, be construed as a reference to the corresponding law, if any, in force in that

State.]

3. Appointment of Commission.—(/) The appropriate Government may, if it is of opinion that it
is necessary so to do, and shall, if a resolution in this behalf is passed by “[each House of Parliament
or, as the case may be, the Legislature of the State], by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint a
Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of making an inquiry into any definite matter of public
importance and performing such functions and within such time as may be specified in the
notification, and the Commission so appointed shall make the inquiry and perform the functions
accordingly. '

Provided that where any such Commission has been appointed to inquire into any matter—

(a) by the Central Government, no State Government shall, except with the approval of the
Central Government, appoint another Commission to inquire into the same matter for so long as
the Commission appointed by the Central Government is functioning;

(b) by a State Government, the Central Government shall not appoint another Commission to
inquire into the same matter for so long as the Commission appointed by the State Government is
functioning, unless the Central Government is of opinion that the scope of the inquiry should be
extended to two or more States. .

(2) The Commission may consist of one or more members appointed by the appropriate
Government, and where the Commission consists of more than one member, one of them may be
appointed as the Chairman thereof.

’[(3) The appropriate Government may, at any stage of an inquiry by the Commission fill any
vacancy which may have arisen in the office of a member of the Commission (whether consisting of
one or more than one member).

(4) The appropriate Government shall cause to be laid before *[each House of Parliament or, as |
the case may be, the Legislature of the State], the report, if any, of the Commission on the inquiry
made by the Commission under sub-section (/) together with a memorandum of the action taken |
thereon, within a period of six months of the submission of the report by the Commission to the |
appropriate Government.] (

4 * * o % 4 *

4. Powers of Commission.—The Commission shall have the powers of a civil court, while trying
a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908), in respect of the following matters,
amely:— i

\’71 70}3 (a) >[summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from any part of India] and
intendent examining him on oath;
e J—1

Haryana Civil S

Chandigarh

=4b) requiring the discovery and production of any document;
(c) receiving evidence on affidavits;
(d) requisitioning any public record or copy thereof from any court or office:
(e) issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or documents;

(/) any other matter which may be prescribed.

. Ins. by Act 79 of 1971, 5. 4.

. Subs. by Act 19 0f 1990, s. 2, for certain words.
.Ins. by Act 79 of 1971, 5. 5.

. Omitted by Act 19 of 1990, s. 2, ibid.

. Subs. by Act 79 of 1971, 5. 6, for certain words.
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H&AT—11 /44 / 2022—1 TEOSHOI—IfF BRI o0 WaR & W & & 39 § sua g (A<
A HEE B ATCl B Wi B Y B AN B Sd AT FIge BRAT RS 8
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(5) & SUEY AT BT AT B |
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TN, JS105 & 59 AT & YHEE @ O F w6 79 & @iy a1 &Y fxaRa sy, o
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T X |
HRNT S SN IR, 1952 (1952 BT DA JRIH 60) & SUsH} & gl o9 w9 & forw
AU W B i faffde s

ST AT B MY & e T 9 9 e oo | W @ o < R

AdITA.TA. U9TE,
HfqRe geg Az, sRAT RFR,
Te fammT |
HARYANA GOVERNMENT
HOME DEPARTMENT
Notification

The 18th August, 2022

No. 11/44/2022-1HG1.—Whereas the State Government of Haryana is of the opinion that it is necessary to
appoint a Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of making an inquiry into the matters of public importance
hereinafter specified;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3, read with section 11 of the

Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (Central Act 60 of 1952), the Governor of Haryana hereby appoints Mr. Justice
L.N. Mittal (Retired) of Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court as Commission of Inquiry.

The terms of reference of the Commission shall be as follows:-

(1) to look into the circumstances leading to assault and unfortunate death of Sh. Surender Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Taoru, District Nuh, while conducting the raid on illegal mining activities;

(2)  to suggest deterrent measures to prevent reoccurrence of such incidents and to curb the illegal mining in
that area in future.

Whereas, the State Government of Haryana is of the opinion that having regard to the nature of the inquiry to
be made and other circumstances of the case, the provisions of sub-sections (2), (3),(4) and (35) of section 5 of the said
Act should be made applicable to the Commission.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 5 of the Commissions of
Inquiry Act, 1952 (Central Act 60 of 1952), the Governor of Haryana hereby directs that the provisions of
sub-sections (2), (3), (4) and (5) of the said section shall apply to the Commission.

The Commission shall complete the inquiry and submit its report to State Government of Haryana within a
period of one month from the date of publication of this notification in the Official Gazette or such 2xtended period,
as approved by Hon’ble Chief Minister from time to time.

The Commission shall devise and specify its own procedure for conduct of the inquiry subject to provisions of
the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952( Central Act 60 of 1952).

The terms and conditions of the appointment of the Commission of Inquiry is being issued separately.

T.V.S.N. PRASAD,
Additional Chief Secretary to Government Haryana,
Home Department.

9833—C.S.—H.G.P., Pkl.
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HARYANA GOVERNMENT
HOME DEPARTMENT
Notification
The 16th March, 2023
No. 2/3/2622-2HC.—Whereas, the need for devising and implementing a comprehensive institutional
mechanism to further strengthen the efforts of various departments to curb unlawful activities that, interalia, could,

illustrate, include illegal mining, theft of canal water, theft of electricity enforcement of public properties, sale of
illicit/spurious liquor etc., has been engaging the attention of the Government.

Accordingly, the Governor of Haryana hereby constitutes a Haryana State Enforcement Bureau in the Home
Department to facilitate enforcement of various relevant statutory provision in this context.

An officer of the rank of Director General of Police or an Additional Director General of Police, @s the
Government may deem fit from time to time, will head the Burcau and will report to the Government in Home
Department through the Director General of Police (HoPF).

The Headquarter of Haryana State Enforcement Bureau shall be at Panchkula. The Government will issue
orders with regard to other relevant issues pertaining to the establishment of the Bureau subsequently.

T.V.S.N. PRASAD,
Additional Chief Secretary to Government Haryana,
Home Department.



