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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT, MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI SANJAY
DHOTRE): Sir, | beg to lay on the Table:-

(1 ()

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Bihar Education Project Council, Patna, for the year 2016-2017,
alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Bihar Education Project Council,
Patna, for the year 2016-2017.

(2) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (1) above.

(iii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Tirupati, Tirupati, for the year 2016-
2017.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Tirupati, Tirupati, for the year 2016-
2017, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Tirupati, Tirupati, for the year 2016-2017.

(4) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (3) above.

® 0

(ii)

(6)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Uttarakhand, Dehradun,
for the years 2015-2016 and 2017-2018, alongwith Audited
Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan Uttarakhand, Dehradun, for the years 2015-2016 and
2017-2018.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for
delay in laying the papers mentioned at (5) above.
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(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Sikkim, Gangtok, for the year 2017-2018,
alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Sikkim,
Gangtok, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (7) above.

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Meghalaya, Shillong, for
the years 2015-2016 and 2016-2017, alongwith Audited Accounts.
A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan Meghalaya, Shillong, for the years 2015-2016 and 2016-
2017.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for

delay in laying the papers mentioned at (9) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad, Ahmedabad, for the
year 2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Management
Ahmedabad, Ahmedabad, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (11) above.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the

Mahatma Gandhi Central University Bihar, Motihari, for the years 2015-2016
and 2016-2017, together with Audit Report thereon.
(14) Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

(15)

laying the papers mentioned at (13) above.
A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the

Central University of Kashmir, Srinagar, for the year 2017-2018, together with

Audit Report thereon.
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(16) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in laying

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

the papers mentioned at (15) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Bihar Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad (Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan), Patna, for the year 2016-2017, alongwith Audited
Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Bihar Madhyamik Shiksha
Parishad (Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan), Patna, for the
year 2016-2017.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (17) above.

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Himachal Pradesh School Education Society, Shimla, for the year
2016-2017, alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Himachal Pradesh School
Education Society, Shimla, for the year 2016-2017.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (19) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Kendriya Hindi Shikshan Mandal, Agra, for the year 2017-2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Kendriya Hindi Shikshan Mandal, Agra, for the year 2017-2018,
together with Audit Report thereon.

(iii) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the Government

of the working of the Kendriya Hindi Shikshan Mandal, Agra, for the
year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (21) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Kerala, Trivandrum, for the year 2017-
2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
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Government of the working of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Kerala,
Trivandrum, for the year 2017-2018.

(24) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

(31)

laying the papers mentioned at (23) above.

(i)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Karnataka, Bengaluru,
for the years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 and 2017-2018, alongwith
Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan Karnataka, Bengaluru, for the years 2015-2016, 2016-
2017 and 2017-2018.

Three statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for

delay in laying the papers mentioned at (25) above.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
National Institute of Industrial Engineering, Mumbai, for the year
2017-2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
National Institute of Industrial Engineering, Mumbai, for the year
2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the National Institute of Industrial
Engineering, Mumbai, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (27) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
North Eastern Regional Institute of Science and Technology,
Itanagar, for the year 2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.
A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the North Eastern Regional Institute
of Science and Technology, Itanagar, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (29) above.

(i)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the



22-07-2019 Hcb/Sh Uncorrected/Not for publication 260

(32)

(33)

(34)

(3%)

(36)

(37)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Uttarakhand, Dehradun, for the year 2017-
2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
Uttarakhand, Dehradun, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (31) above.

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, Kanpur, for the year 2017-
2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, Kanpur, for the year 2017-
2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Kanpur, Kanpur, for the year 2017-2018.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay

in laying the papers mentioned at (33) above.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, Kharagpur, for the year
2017-2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, Kharagpur, for the year
2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Kharagpur, Kharagpur, for the year 2017-2018.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay

in laying the papers mentioned at (35) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai, for the year 2017 -
2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai, for the year 2017-



22-07-2019 Hcb/Sh Uncorrected/Not for publication 261

2018, together with Audit Report thereon.
A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Madras, Chennai, for the year 2017-2018.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay

in laying the papers mentioned at (37) above.

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, Guwahati, for the year
2017-2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, Guwahati, for the year
2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Guwahati, Guwahati, for the year 2017-2018.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay

in laying the papers mentioned at (39) above.

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar, Gandhinagar, for the
year 2017-2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar, Gandhinagar, for the
year 2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Gandhinagar, Gandhinagar, for the year 2017-2018.

Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay

in laying the papers mentioned at (41) above.

(iif)
(38)
(39) ()
(if)
(iif)
(40)
(41) (i)
(if)
(iii)
(42)
43) (i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Indore, Indore, for the year 2017-
2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts of the Indian Institute of
Technology Indore, Indore, for the year 2017-2018, together with
Audit Report thereon.
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(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Indore, Indore, for the year 2017-2018.
(44) Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay
in laying the papers mentioned at (43) above.
(45) A copy each of the following Notifications (Hindi and English versions)
under sub-section (2) of Section 43 of the Central Universities Act, 2009:-

1. Notification No. 146 published in Gazette of India dated 9" April,
2018, relating to Statute 40 and 41 of the Central University of
Kashmir.

2. Notification No. CURAJ/R/F 89/2017/893-94 published in

Gazette of India dated 4™ July, 2017, relating to Ordinances of
the Central University of Rajasthan.
(46) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at item No. (i) of (45) above.
(47) (i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Kolkata, for
the year 2017-2018.
(i) A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Kolkata, for
the year 2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.
(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research, Kolkata, for the year 2017-2018.
(48) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (47) above.
(49) (i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, Bhubaneswar, for the
year 2017-2018.

(i) A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, Bhubaneswar, for the
year 2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
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(50)

(51)

(52)

(53)

(54)

(59)

(56)

(57)

(58)

(59)

Bhubaneswar, Bhubaneswar, for the year 2017-2018.
Two statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay
in laying the papers mentioned at (49) above.

(i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Management Bangalore, Bengaluru, for the year
2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Management
Bangalore, Bengaluru, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (51) above.

(i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, Puducherry, for the
years 2014-2015, 2015-2016 and 2016-2017, alongwith Audited
Accounts.

(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan,
Puducherry, for the years 2014-2015, 2015-2016 and 2016-
2017.

Three statements (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for

delay in laying the papers mentioned at (53) above.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the Shri

Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, New Delhi, for the

year 2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (55) above.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the

Mizoram University, Aizawl, for the year 2017-2018, together with Audit

Report thereon.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (57) above.

(i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
University of Allahabad, Prayagraj, for the year 2017-2018.
(i) A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
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(60)

(61)

(62)

(63)

University of Allahabad, Prayagraj, for the year 2017-2018, together
with Audit Report thereon.

(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the University of Allahabad,
Prayagraj, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (59) above.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) by the

Government of the working of the Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha, for the year 2017-2018, together with Audit
report thereon.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (61) above.

A copy each of the following papers (Hindi and English versions) under

sub-section (1) of Section 394 of the Companies Act, 2013:-

(64)

(65)

(66)

(67)

() Review by the Government of the working of the EdCIL (India)
Limited, Noida, for the year 2017-2018.

(i) Annual Report of the EdCIL (India) Limited, Noida, for the year
2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts and comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General thereon.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (63) above.

(i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Sikkim University, Gangtok, for the year 2017-2018.

(i) A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Sikkim University, Gangtok, for
the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in laying

the papers mentioned at (65) above.

(i) A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Sarva Shikshana Abhiyan Samithi Karnataka, Bengaluru, for the
year 2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

(i) Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Sarva Shikshana Abhiyan
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(68)

(69)

(70)

(71)

Samithi Karnataka, Bengaluru, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (67) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
UEE Mission Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Delhi, Delhi,
for the year 2015-2016, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the UEE Mission Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Delhi, Delhi, for the year 2015-2016.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (69) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
U.T. of Daman & Diu Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan,
Nani Daman, for the year 2014-2015, alongwith Audited
Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the U.T. of Daman & Diu
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, Nani Daman, for the
year 2014-2015.

(71A) Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

(72)

(73)

(74)

laying the papers mentioned at (71) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
School of Planning and Architecture, Vijayawada, for the year
2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the School of Planning and
Architecture, Vijayawada, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (72) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Mizoram Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Mission, Aizawl, for the year
2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Mizoram Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
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(75)

(76)

(77)

(78)

(79)

(80)

(81)

(82)

(83)

Mission, Aizawl, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (74) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
National Institute of Technology Silchar, Silchar, for the year
2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the National Institute of
Technology Silchar, Silchar, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (76) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
National Institute of Technology, Rourkela, for the year 2017-2018,
alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the National Institute of Technology,
Rourkela, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (78) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Mizoram Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, Aizawl, for the
year 2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Mizoram Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan, Aizawl, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (80) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Management Shillong, Shillong, for the year
2017-2018, alongwith Audited Accounts.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Management
Shillong, Shillong, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in



22-07-2019 Hcb/Sh Uncorrected/Not for publication 267

(84)

(89)

(86)

(87)

(88)

(89)

(90)

laying the papers mentioned at (82) above.

(i)

(iii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Palakkad, Palakkad, for the year
2017-2018.

A copy of the Annual Accounts (Hindi and English versions) of the
Indian Institute of Technology Palakkad, Palakkad, for the year
2017-2018, together with Audit Report thereon.

A copy of the Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Indian Institute of Technology
Palakkad, Palakkad, for the year 2017-2018.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (84) above.

(i)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Sikkim, Gangtok, for the
year 2016-2017, alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan Sikkim, Gangtok, for the year 2016-2017.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (86) above.

(i)

(ii)

A copy of the Annual Report (Hindi and English versions) of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Sikkim, Gangtok, for the year 2016-2017,
alongwith Audited Accounts.

Statement regarding Review (Hindi and English versions) by the
Government of the working of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Sikkim,
Gangtok, for the year 2016-2017.

Statement (Hindi and English versions) showing reasons for delay in
laying the papers mentioned at (88) above.

A copy of the Indian Institutes of Information Technology (Public-Private-

Partnership) (Co-ordination Forum Procedure of Meetings) Rules, 2019 (Hindi
and English versions) published in Notification No. G.S.R.496(E) in Gazette of
India dated 15" July, 2019 under Section 48 of the Indian Institutes of
Information Technology (Public-Private-Partnership) Act, 2017.
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WS B HATT 5 6T H3T AT YR FEURT 3R Al T FAT F 97 F3AT
(37T STSIT I qEdTer): H8ied, H At SRR g SR il AR & FeferRad oo
T YeeT R YT §:-
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MESSAGES FROM RAJYA SABHA
AND
BILL AS PASSED BY RAJYA SABHA - LAID

SECRETARY GENERAL.: Sir, | have to report the following messages received

from the Secretary General of Rajya Sabha:-

1. “In accordance with the provisions of rule 127 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Rajya Sabha, | am
directed to inform the Lok Sabha that the Rajya Sabha at its sitting
held on the 18™ July, 2019 considered and agreed without any
amendment to the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Bill,
2019 which was passed by the Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the
10™ July, 2019.”

2. “In accordance with the provisions of rule 111 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Rajya Sabha, | am
directed to enclose a copy of the Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 which has been passed by the Rajya
Sabha at its sitting held on the 18" July, 2019.”

| also lay on the table the Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, as passed by Rajya Sabha on the 18™ July,
2019.
STATEMENT RE: STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF
RECOMMENDATIONS/OBSERVATIONS IN
267" REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT, TOURISM
AND CULTURE - LAID

HRPIT AATET & AT AT TAT G HATT & I F31 (37 UgIe Rig uea):
qeIed, ¥ ydeT AT I HeUd ST dT AN (2018-19) & Fey H UfRde,
RICT IR ApicT Faeft Terrlt AfHfcr & 2613 ufcrde A sidfde RwRer W aRaR
GRT DHI-TS-PNATs P Y ¥ AT P 2673 UfdeT § afde RywiiRen/fewafort &
BT T RfT &b IR F ehed THT Ueel IR QT 8




22-07-2019 Hcb/Sh Uncorrected/Not for publication 270

STATEMENT RE: STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF
RECOMMENDATIONS/OBSERVATIONS IN 46™ REPORT OF STANDING
COMMITTEE ON LABOUR - LAID

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEAVY
INDUSTRIES AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES (SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL):
Sir, on behalf of my colleague, Shri Raj Kumar Singh, | want to make a
statement  regarding the status of implementation of the
recommendations/observations contained in the 46™ Report of the Standing
Committee on Labour on Action taken by the Government on the
observations/recommendations contained in 33™ Report of the Committee on
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) and Skill Development Initiative Scheme
Welfare’ pertaining to the Ministry of Skill development and Entrepreneurship.
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NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION BILL

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE, MINISTER OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND MINISTER OF EARTH SCIENCES (DR.
HARSH VARDHAN): Sir, | beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide
for a medical education system that improves access to quality and affordable
medical education, ensures availability of adequate and high quality medical
professionals in all parts of the country; that promotes equitable and universal
healthcare that encourages community health perspective and makes services
of medical professionals accessible to all the citizens; that promotes national
health goals; that encourages medical professionals to adopt latest medical
research in their work and to contribute to research; that has an objective
periodic and transparent assessment of medical institutions and facilitates
maintenance of a medical register for India and enforces high ethical standards
in all aspects of medical services; that is flexible to adapt to changing needs
and has an effective grievance redressal mechanism and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.
AT 3TET & : U I8 &

“fop Q=Y aTfereTTe forer TuTTett T, foRTy TTH iR o terc! arel

ferferear gfiept bl Sucteerd JHEd &1, S fifdear giRyet T 377

epH  FefiFaH ffehedT SIIeT ol 3FflepR R 3R T S o

ANTE BRA b foTU TICATIRT v ORIt T I YT Geeran

T 3MMafed YR SRAT T2 9RT & oy Uer fafdhcad Ioer 9

ST el GepR I R ferfebear Faratt & At uselai § Iod A<

qHDT R e <7 8l Sf uRacieiiel JMaTdhds ®f 3FfieR o= |

37T IHD NP ST bl U PR alel fAeeh bl GR-EATfUd

R T JART S MY

YR T g3l

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, | introduce the Bill.
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R 377 & 3N 9Tl — WUT UTe UR W ¢

1404 9T

T 3T ET : HF-1T TSN, 9 377 & ITefs AT T T R RIT ST
T Se=t T 7RI 377 & 3TellsT Al T 37T SO ol 3R & TS 3iR S I
T YeeT R G & 58D &, I 20 e & HioR JHel T UTS AR 7 I F9T
Ued IR O S

DT 381 AT T THT UeeT IR GT JHT S, RS foT Aot &7 uTs
efRa T & ok T Ueer R TTH &1 1T 8, 9 Y R HHT SIS




22-07-2019 Hcb/Sh Uncorrected/Not for publication 272

Re: Drinking water problem in Dausa parliamentary constituency,
Rajasthan

ST STHBR FHT (SRAT): WX GEENT &5 & Rfell AT SRIT T UIsTel egaeT
JIRITIR IRATSTT GRT IUSTEY PRTS STl 81 TH aeRT A AeATS Steryfef ot F=wa
Tl 81 ST oY 97T & Mal ¥ JIRd Iealls T8l & W&l 81 Ik ¥ RIa g uisy &
CeT ¥ 31k T Hepe e . AT B

BRT 3ATYh AT I SR & fob ST RelT JeTerr b fory gorp 9 ursy efg
SoTdT T SR dfTfeh UaIsiel |ehe 3 Hfth fHet Tehl Tl T eIl aeHT UTsuaiisH
3 STre! SR I8 T & FetiRTge A THIfC &, 937ch (T b ofier earelT &bt SRl
AT T 9FwTel & ford Hiell §X SR Y USTel T Ul 81 39 BT A TR AT
YelTg At R Xe 81 MU SRIY & o 10eh ATead { ARk 99 3R a2y & offer
ATIHRT HEH ISTIR &

(sfer)
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Re: Land erosion caused by Sone River in Palamu parliamentary
constituency, Jharkhand

*8Y fersu] ST M (TAT): TR JeTE FEled, H JATUhT €I Ueb 3fel Feeqqul
fISRT &Y 3TIR SMPE PRAT FTEAT & R FHGT & YT (FIRTTS) & HIS! TGS B
ARG I JUSIPR, YT SRERT, BRIET, T, MRS, DA db DI Fal I T
JUSIR F SR I ARRIUYR, SRISIE, be, TMSRGS, FYRT, ARATSI8, BTG,
TR, gi-aTe fameT, T, Rest, FrRNdr, SR T G et I erd agd doil
3 &1 8T Bl T4 6 ¥ 7 fbeTHIeR b Ig et &1 el 8l Wit argr Ry Jffy &r
<heTe &l TET &1 379 START HT ST IRo &1 7T 81 AT TeTRI b fofy 7oTeR &1 W8 &

fafed & fob RifT Y a1 9 1 FbHi Bl deld F o= S (oY I8
3MgeTes &1 1T & fo5 deser a1 fmior sftenforefier s S

3TCT: RIS 3T HTEH I AT SIeT AIfth 7T & 3R & b IIRIh By
gq ey fHfur & fore Geferd uaTfRrpRaT e FafrT ere & T & S|

(sfer)

*Laid on the Table
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Re: Need to permit Ayush doctors to practice Allopathy
£} Bt ARaR ardier (REdh):  oroT ot <or & grfior &3 o Tareey Jfgra or
IthT 39T &1 US4, T, Sferex Tial § ST & foTg g3t oRE & IR el &l
QT H YT SiT bl SIS TR FISIT Dl bIthl AheldT ell & 3R oy
Il A JAYY Slae’ Ualldell ughy & o-310 131 § SUdR R I8 8 offs
RIS et Afed $6 AT H MY STareRi Bl Yatielt gar forae & srAfT 78l

2l

37T HRT WRBR A IR & fob TG AR H RYSAT HR TS b I8e]
3TN STECR| T Wb AT BT {39 DIRY dRaT R Vedelt Uglcr I ITER bl ST
ST bl S TATiep A0 &1 § Teeedy e el & 4 et el

(sfer)
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Re: Need to set up International Airport in Agra, Uttar Pradesh

m. v, 0. Rig 9T (IIFRT): FRISy, 3IFRT &l dlomed (98 & el § I U6 &
forer o1 p1g Y eafeh IS Wi T g A AR AT & ol Ao Dl G I §Y
AR ATAT & A 3 TR 3T ¥ R o} T ST 81 T off wRiees 0T F&81 St 9Rd
3R 3R SIS BT AT <G| 3TFRT ST BT IThe] WAT e & TT&T A dos siReT
AMHT 8 P8 3 SR 39 ol H efet 81 & fofy fararel= 81 foee] STIRT &b
@R PHfFefIet AT d YR & 3T MR A & 31K AT & 3 <2 F 81 31T A yasy
el U8t T FelTse faeetl-STRT-GoRTE]-aRE-hIaHTg off a8l T 317 4 &1 -
o) gg o} 9 8 Sl 81 SexeM WRUIE IFRT § AT 89 & BRI Folse Tl gl
Ried foeelt ITAT 8, doTHEd g+ JIFRT JTAT &, a9 el e SaT 8l 3d o
JITRT A8 Behd Tl SATTY JIRT DI T A&l fierdT|

BRT A1 8 fob SR & STl QRUIE ST ST T 9 e 3TFRT b
WRUTE &1 Rafdet et IR 811 ToIT SITRT T I8, IR, detebl, SR,
YR, ISARR, TG, BRTETE Dl Fellse H SHeT TR

(sfer)
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Re: Wildfires in Uttarakhand

it 3ToTT Y (AFATeT-SreMRig TR): Ui Iy ST et § STRIGUS & YeTS! 3eATeh!
o fisor T/ < PR AT T bt TR TS BIcit & 81 T RUT Uy et
T Tepfcies TFURT € 81 STl 8l 9 HIBR 3T I TUC H s SiTel! SIHeR, Fael,
qfarat & ST ot =relt STt 81 R BIRUT ITRRIUS & UBTS! SIell A $g Sid i,
SR ER-ER fIe]H 8l O %8 81 R 9RT H ARDBRI bl o TR W EIIT B9
ar fUser 16 sl H SRTeT 5 3TN I <l ST 7 46 Ui & 31 ol gig S& T8
81 et [Usel &1 auf § STeT H 3TRT o T3l H 125 Hfcrerd @l gfg g3 8l

S TR H STRNIUS, BANIG, NS, 3R I U< & SivTell J 37T o
! HeY 37Teeh T 83 8 Wi & ITIRRGS Ueb 98 &1 Faameiier 3R SRSy
TR IR HEcq QUi XY 81 I8 T SRS 1T & fERT 8311 81 g8 § wuTef 3R IR
o 31 foread &1

1 BCTI31 T AehT b fofY TRDR Y DI T BRIATE! el ATl F1ef &
SHTCT H 3TRT BT AheT 3R AT IR b foTT Tap s Aifey fanfiae ey &t fSam o
3T FGHT TR HHT 5T TRDRI A ST H ST Y AeherH 3R R0 & forg 31
T ST TR R 3R AT bR i T H e ST F1fey|

(sfer)
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Re: Need to develop and conserve the birth place of Bundela Veer
Maharaja Chhatrasal Maharaj in Tikamgarh, Madhya Pradesh

. IR FAR (SIHHG): SIART TG F97 &7 Sehia I Jamad SRATYRT (fdeprq
GUS UoikT) SIPHIG, HEI Tl H “HR YETS! IR T §raeius & & TRY gaell 4R
HERIST BT HeRN $f o7 TUell Rerd 81 JeRINT BTl 78RN & dRar I
el et IR 81 ST ST Tell IR P8 Y & 39 WA & Ufieiie
HEcq Pl IS W §Y I8 R RIS SIS HERIS ! faeret Hfd, faermet eriax
T, TUBIR Ud UedHT glfe fl gawem axaex 39 URisIie ToIeT ol 3R
31T ARFATT fadr ST T 3MaeTahar &1 "AR UgTe! M9 A UeTs! R R S Torel
b -1 & Ugd H1 Ud A1 0T ehrie ST bt Y Srarearepat 6

AT & P STHIHd & T Hfcray J&T R U ISR Tk Bl 7aled
STTNTCT BRI TTT 9 UfTsTRIeh T T ARIATT R GRIcId [ Rt § fenfere fesa
ST ATfeh e 2T o 1R el 4R HERTST BAAT TSRS T S TIei! Bl
CfcreTiye Heca 3iR 3 & ol
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Re: Need to extend benefits of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana to East
Singhbhum district, Jharkhand
A} foRIT o= HEar (GHRIRUR): 37Edel HeIed AR ARG &5 SHYETR (STRTUS) &
3TcicT gt e ffeT & & &iie e AT D TS TARI Td TSI & 313
TATIAT & TTHION Y TRITHHAT ST AT &7 AT Fal et T &7 81 fafed & S &
o SR STc/3TIRIfRI ST, RIS fUes & & T Wadt &1 e 8 &1 ER =78l
& T S7epT BR & a8 fY ot T HeplA & i1 R R8T & AT iR et & fTAch bRy
ST T YT ISTSTT BT ATHAT BT TS &l &
31: FRIGY 3MTYds HTETH I AR F3iT AT fAdhRT Ao TR ARAR
HIT SR § feb fRISenR SURTh &A1 H T ST TS T ol feet i SR |

(sfer)
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Re: Need to establish two Central Schools in Bargarh parliamentary
constituency of Odisha

SHRI SURESH PUJARI (BARGARH): My parliamentary constituency is a
historical place of India which waged a war against the British Raj, almost 30
years before 1857, the first war of independence to liberate mother India. Veer
Surendra Sai spent 37 years in jail and the Zamindar of Ghens, Madho Sigh
was hanged in 1858, out of his three sons Khate Singh was sentenced to life
deportation and other two sons, Kunjel Singh and Bavvi Singh were hanged .

But after almost 75 years of Independence, the fruit of independence
has not reached many areas of my constituency.

May | request the Minister of Human Resource Development to establish
two Central Schools one at Padampur and another at Brajrajnagar of Bargarh
and Jharsuguda of my Parliamentary Constituency respectively.

(ends)
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Re: Storage of data by payment companies in India

A ST PAR (FRN): G 9 H G SR H iive gicRaef gt 81 39
DRI b SJTAR AT H3T 21 RIS TRIeT 71 STl g S-S HHU-RIT P AT
STeT-FrET I Geaftrd =t dr off, foraw It ety & ufaf=feRy & RS, &
e T o) 3mufRy Y offl Seekg= & fb YR Red § 7 fefieet ser yra
o gl TR PR & (T bl ST TR B &b Hobdl [ o, rgd PRU B
faefy Frufrar aReR o1, diom anfe ¥ off srufxy & 7 smReeT SRy Son 7 ot ety
& oftl g § RS, 7 I8 7 fhar & T fagely uve wrufat o widerr 6y
SfE A 37U UHCH STeT WA H Reef ey § & YRIETT W& 81 AR Bl AT &
foh STCT-TERST M & i & fFRRMT 1A <&

T 3T HTEH I IRBR F 1T & b SR bl forordr hr Sem g <o fea &
faeeft eaTRIcs Srafrat &Y JiT o) +ft Soh 1T T STRY =T Sferd 8hm

(sfer)
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Re: Need to construct approach roads to bridge constructed between
Daulatpur and Lakhnaiti over Yamuna river in Uttar Pradesh

At 78T PAR SR (BRE): FEISY, BRAT Al GHT DT G FHT TNE B
SITTYR-GTGIciT JHAT et b qeT T {107 PRI ST+ qUT & bl 81 I8 JoT SR U2
3R BTV T ST 81 YeT &b a1 TR A Sihee aleil Fgep! T A0 T&f &1 uram
g, R afdfed S-S atel @M T AR T FHRAT | ToRAT TSl 8l &l
RIYT Y I8 Teh & HIT &1 YeT <Iep Uge dlet Feep! T A0 8 ey A1y
goT™ 3R GReT & Jobl ART YD HIEH ¥ WHR A e &1 fob Ieh AT Bl
ST T §U IHAT Tl GeT & &1 R ST dTell FSebi el AT STfcrefier v
TRl

(sfer)
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Re: Water scarcity in Bharuch parliamentary constituency, Gujarat

A} HEHTS YTSIITS SRATaT (WRad): ORI b o Fa Y & H0el § Hal 7l &b
e IR Reefd Fiewid, SHINTIE 3R STRER T H §cb et (9 PY) & A R grT
QGRT & ST I aoT8 A Sf.U.9%. 1. Seuf-aFRT & SArefies & Ffed gR e et 5
S W fAudia 3R I 6T & if s eraf & forq off war o1 & gt
IUINT & SRIT ST 81 §99h AT o o Tat & H off G T Ul Firerm qRapet
&l &1 81 UTHT T MY STILDAT A DIhT HH Bl b DRV Hhel ATeR Aled T W0
el # ST T @RT 4T GHT US 8T 8l

TRESER I HRod CIep THET -Tal BT STeTIds fdefgel 9 81 ST & PBRUT T F
BT GRT UTHT SRTNSAT Teb YgG b BRUT STt Gl 3R WIRT BNl ST e 81 FHaT e
IR Y& dTel FGITRT TSR b fefTaT Feoil 3R thef | I dTet BIC febarii b
3TTSiferepT b7 ATeT it 4 BITT ST X&T &

TRESER I HRod TIeh THET TIC UR 3eh ITAT G TR YT Tt S TReSaR
T HISR, IS 37T TRT, GIgdT THIRIIV AT U T 819, PR HSRT AR,
FTuite fOeR UV T, I FTUIS, PR gegel, ST HIdT HSR, TRER T T
HICR, THIT HRM HIR, 37127 3113, HIASHTE, SHISAT FSHTE, el crImT €
AT SRR MY HfR S fEeaTe T oR Ufife g9IRI AT et &M, fUeR
YT AT 3 LT IS o AT & &l SHD IAeATaT THET YIRPAT R dTed
TR UINSPHTATRIAT T A&l H UTHT &I 81 T gore F PIhl [l gierT TSl 8l
o3t BIRUT QT A 7 BIehT TR 8 |

7 URUET H ARG I BT 3R & fob 7T 7 § fFR-aR STt Ua18 9917 e
& foTu ofter IR e ey S|

(sfer)
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Re: Need to set up a Kendriya Vidyalaya in Sihora town in Jabalpur
parliamentary constituency, Madhya Pradesh
4} reheT AT (SEeTUR): 3O g1 o Hecaqul fIsy R qier o1 Hier faar, g4
foRY 3TTUehT &FraTe aRaT §| A AHGRT &Fa fHBRT e & S afearst
18T &7 B RIRT TexiieT Bl ol ST 3 TR A 31feeh & Ug 7 fH8RT TR
60 BSTR ¥ 37H T AT Bl

RIBIRT & b AN GIRT SRR RIBIRT ¥R & e fGeITery @let el HiT &bt
ST REY 81 FHBIRT farer=rr arefior aieret H 81 & IRV [UraiTgui Teped! fRrer e
984 3ToB! el & AT AT &A1Y AT ARDPRI TheT H U gl Pl Ul & 8, AT il
Tl o e eI R UQT 38 &1 RIERT TR § et ¥y At Iueteds €, Ife bt
TRPR GRT P [N TATIT & TPl bl ST &, T STUfarT 7 far
TR & GIRT SATafee bl SRl

3TcT: 3ATTch HTETH 7 TRBR A HIT DPRAT § [ RIBRT TR H ol faerery i
AT & JTTID DPRIATE! DR DT HE PN |

(sfer)
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Re: Redesigning of Cossimbazar Railway station in Murshidabad district
of West Bengal

SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): The Cossimbazar
Railway Station which is situated in the district of Murshidabad is an important
station both in terms of commercial activities and its historical perspective as
well. Railway Heritage Committee even organized a grand cultural programme
in the vicinity of this station to promote heritage value of this area.

Nowadays the station is a victim of indifference and apathy of Ministry of
Railways. In the name of development of the station, it has been turned into a
danger zone for the commuters who are confronting inconveniences beyond
words.

Passengers are to negotiate the Rail track for availing and boarding
trains as the entire station was restructured in a faulty manner which has
become a nightmare for the people.

Immediate measures need to be taken up for redesigning the station in
order to facilitate movement of passengers.

(ends)
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Re: Establishing Kendriya Vidyalayas in Gulf Cooperation Council
Countries

SHRI M. K. RAGHAVAN (KOZHIKODE): There are over 80 lakh Indians
working in the Gulf Sector and more than 90% of them are blue collared
workers. A large number of them are living with their families and hence
education has become a major problem for them.

Today the education in the GCC is getting costlier and most of the NRIs
are unable to meet the cost of schooling. The CBSE already has affiliated
schools in the GCC.

It would be appropriate if Kendriya Vidyalayas are opened in these
GCCs so that quality and affordable schooling could be provided to the wards
of the NRlIs.

There should also be off campus cantres of some of the central
universities to cater to higher studies for them, like the various reputed
international universities having set up off campus in the GCCs.

(ends)
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Re : Stoppage of trains at Podanur railway station, Tamil Nadu

SHRI K. SHANMUGA SUNDARAM (POLLACHI): | have received
representation from Podanur Train Users Association for stoppage of trains at
Podanur Railway Station for the convenience of the people of my
Parliamentary Constituency. The details of the trains are given below:

(1) Coimbatore = —  Managaloare intercity express (train
N0.22609/22610)
(2) Bengaluru — Ernakulum intercity express (train No.12677/12678)
(3) Alappuza — Tatanagar express (Train No. 18189, 18190)
| request the hon'ble Minister for Railways to consider it on priority basis.
(ends)
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Re : Better waste management in the country

SHRIMATI APARUPA PODDAR (ARAMBAGH): Waste management is a
problem in most of the metropolitan cities. We see lack of waste management
at many public places. Parks and roads are often littered with garbage which is
a health hazard and also leads to spread of various infectious diseases.

| urge the Government to install “zero garbage plant” in all municipal
areas in the country and especially in area where tourism industry flourishes,

as waste management is the need of the hour in the country.
(ends)
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Re: Need to take suitable step for rehabilitation of Jhuggi-Jhopri clusters
residents presently occupying land owned by the Mumbai Airport
Authority
A forrre ISR e (RETRR-RigT):  Heiey, grs WRUIE pIiRer &t
TARI 175 Ubg STHI WR 9 A PH 80 BWR I Hf SareT gefl-glius ufgar sl g8
gl el 50 auf J Y SareT 957 § ot g3 o7 SHus-ufeal 7 3fie vreifie gfqersi
T T 81 ST eierTery, G T O, IR U 3T AT 7 81 bl aois I A%l H
Y& dTel AN T a5 YR |1 Uil &l §7 Sei-glus ufgdl &l aois A faqr
g AT qTET ST 81§ JAART PR bl IS s PR 7 TS off eifebT a8

AT el 8l bl

31cT: P ARDPR A [ WRDR H LA T AT o STl hegs TRDR bl
o o) et 5% Siiue-ufEat & yAary ot fRvfer foram 21 AR ooy wmefer & o s
WRUIE 3rATRET T S IR ¥t g3 Fiive ufEdl o Yaf™y g AR o Aredd A
Seal A Sieal B Dl JISHT R

(sfer)
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Re: Need to construct railway line between Sultanganj and Banka in
Bihar

£t Rifkeamt area (air): 9 377 & ATed| I AT @1 Jord HRAT ared § b R
AT & el I GeTcIIoT b &1 g T8 78 Xefd oAlg T DI 37T e JRo -Tel
g31T & Rdifch YA AW & P A g1 et Tfey & By & ¥&T & R BRUT Ig
ST SIS YT FHY T H T8l 9 qrgt| 3t Jep SRy el & b Godmior-
T 715 Xl TS b (710 T VeTd A &1 1St a1 fHet U7 8T & §b fo1q yd Xefd bl
IR IR TR 9o & 918 WY XeTd §1S RT JATST db BRIR & F HRIdTE! T8l df T
g1 Rfel & AT fvRT 7 T AT 7 &1 &I fSaamal & FHIET & YRINT e ST
& q1e AT Xefd fqUET =7 3t Tep 3T HRIATE! T8l Bl & ST YA 1femrev &
R A TSIl T8l TS ST el 81 Xefd & g9 YT b foTl UTe Al Tehs STHI HTeTR
Tq &iepT H TGP 81 LHTST, et 1gH, SRR Fellh P Il aul A 59 el H el
Y H IUTET HRIATE! e &l

e b HTEIH A ARDBR A IRY & fob o Riol-aiepT 75 Netd aATs IR DRI
Y PR o TolT HFT SR & b1 T FHIEIT PReh FodIISI-aiehl P sTer 15 YeTd
TS BT T BRI Seal YKo PRATIT AT

(sfer)
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Re : Tele-density in Odisha

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Odisha is a connectivity deficit
State with overall tele-density of about 76 per cent and rural tele-density of
about 58 per cent. About 11000 out of 51313 villages in Odisha do not have
mobile coverage. Bharatnet Project has also not achieved the desired results
in Odisha so far. The Government has fixed a target to provide broadband
connectivity to 3860 Gram Panchayats in Odisha under Bharatnet Project
Phase-l. However, 3003 Gram Panchayats have been covered so far and as
per field survey only 120 broadband connections are actually working properly.
The situation is worse in LWE areas due to low bandwidth. There are certain
areas where mobile towers are yet to be installed by the Government. Such
connectivity deficiency is also a hindrance in achieving the target of Financial
Inclusion in Odisha. |, therefore, urge upon the Government to take urgent
steps to ensure broadband connectivity to each village of Odisha and thus, to
achieve the target of Financial Inclusion and above all to achieve the aim of
implementing the Digital India Programme in the country.

(ends)
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Re : Need to provide disabled-friendly facilities in public buildings and
transport system

SHRI RITESH PANDEY (AMBEDKAR NAGAR): The Disabilities Bill passed in
Parliament in 2016 recommended setting a deadline for the creation of barrier-
free access to buildings and transportation systems. Under the Accessible
India Campaign, 50% of public buildings and public transport were to be made
fully accessible to the disabled population by July 2018. It is now July 2019,
and less than 5% of public buildings have become accessible according to the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. As per the 2011
Census Data persons with Disabilities are estimated to be 2.68 crore.

This lack of access to crucial public services creates a hostile
environment for the self-reliance of people with disabilities, one where
performing even routine tasks like boarding a bus, going to the bank, to school
becomes a challenge. | urge the Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment
to ensure the successful completion of the targets set forth by the government
to improve disability access, and facilitate a disability-friendly environment in
the provision of public services.

(ends)
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Re : Employment and unemployment allowance to SCs/STs

SHRI RAMULU POTHUGANTI (NAGARKURNOOL): | would like to draw the
attention of the government towards the need to provide job facilities, self-
employment opportunities or payment of unemployment allowance to the
unemployed youth in the country particularly SCs/STs.

In this regard, | would like to bring to your kind notice that there are
many educated unemployed youth in the country particularly in Telangana
which is the most backward and most of them are hailing from SC/ST and
downtrodden people. The Union Government need to take measures for their
livelihood and they may be provided adequate suitable jobs and self-
employment in various sectors or they should be paid unemployment
allowance minimum at the rate of Rs. 5000/- per month with the evolvement of
comprehensive uniform policy across the country in consultation with State
Governments including Telangana.

Many youths in the country particularly SCs/STs are aspiring for suitable
jobs and there is a need to tap their talent in one form or the other for the
benefit of the society. Dr. BR. Ambedkar while writing the Constitution also
emphasised such welfare measures for the downtrodden. It is the need of the
hour to address this situation. | hope, by implementing this scheme, it will be a
big achievement on the part of the Union Government under the dynamic
leadership of our Hon’ble Prime Minister.

Hence, | request the Hon'ble Prime Minister to kindly intervene in the
matter and kindly consider for provision of suitable job opportunities and self-
employment to the educated youth or payment of unemployment allowance to
the un-employed youth in the country particularly SCs/STs.

(ends)
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Re : Implementation of Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana in Maharashtra

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): The Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana is a Central Sector Scheme for providing physical aids and
assisted living devices to senior citizens belonging to the BPL Category. A total
of 325 districts have been selected from all states for the implementation of
RVY, including Pune District in Baramati constituency. After identification and
selection of beneficiaries, a distribution camp was held for providing supporting
aides. However, there are some beneficiaries who are yet to receive their
supporting aides. It has been five months since the distribution camp took
place, but a total of 24,859 supporting aide items are still pending and yet to
reach the identified beneficiaries. It is essential to ensure that last leg
implementation of Central Sector Schemes takes place to the fullest extent,
and not just on a piecemeal basis. | urge the Centre to release these
supporting aides to my Baramati constituency and assist elderly and
differently-abled.

(ends)
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(1405/NK/UB)
AT &7 JARIDR (i) feree

1405 o7
IR gdt & by 91 & 6T F3AY; TUTTHA PRI 3§ 19 H3T; B,
At Rieprad 3R e F3Terd 3§ 57 F3i; URATY] Sort rvRT § 67 HAY e
srafer frvmT # Irog w34t (1. ford=s Rig): 98iey, ¥ uamg axar &
“fep AT BT ARIBR AT, 2005 BT FAMET B dTel fdeRId W AR
feparr SITq)
A1 3EFET: IRATd IR 83
“fop T BT ARBR AR, 2005 BT FAET B alel
fIeged IR fomar faar s

. (STIYT)
AT STEET: HHIY HAT SiT 31T PD FletT AT 872

.. (STIYT)
SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Sir, | have a point to make. | am
seeking a direction from you, the hon. Speaker. The Right to Information

(Amendment) Bill was introduced on Friday, and Saturday and Sunday were
holidays. | had given a notice for moving amendments on Saturday itself.
Unfortunately, since there were holidays on Saturday and Sunday, my
amendments have not come up for consideration.

AT STEYET: TR TS, H 31T AT BT Telrs> B (ST &, AT & 8
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1406 o7

<. foravs Rig: A srerer Sff, 39 59 et @l SS1egd o & THY &1 fde
T T & G T SR BT ST HeT 9Td &, I J1f DIg selald ol ol I 3
RE DI GRUT & IT 39 RS DI TeTcIhed! & b S T SThMF Uae Pl HHGIR T
ST R8T & IT IFDT TR WR DIg Ufclpel R TS W8T & ol I FRIER 81 ST 3170
39 f9eT ¥ QT 8N, H9 SSIeded & IHYT & 39 91 Pl TUT IR AT of o I8
e T & HH a2 27 N a1 7 &7 8, SRIo ofchiia TR ol e e
IR BT DR BT Y b uger A8 o ST&T dd 99! Taraar T TS T
Gy & All the learned hon. Members are aware Wsﬂﬁaaﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬂ, Qe =
12(4) ST JCHMET 3ih T RTINS Uae & AT Il Il &, SqP [T F 3
HMed fIeT ¥ Pl Sooled Tal &, ITP T1Y Pl eTdaT Fal &l T aE, S8l 39
TR TE RO Tehe hT TS {3 SR HHIM & i o Bl &, S+ NRIPRT
fopY TP T &1 BRIT? I oY 1T TUT BT SV foh ST iy A9 12(3) &, SHHT
o 37 Foe ot & IS Faer 781 81 T JFe Pl A 3R TP oA FAIh

Section 13 deals with the tenure, salaries and perks of the Central Information

Commissioners and Section 17 deals with that of the State Information
Commissioners. 3% Wt T YT &, 3 I8 ff Tw o & S99 o ae I8
BT ST &T o7 foh RIS SHBT AR Rl <IET 81 H 3MUh ARF I8 91 7
R I &, et gier ant § gRefRfAr @ik AMRe 9rieRt o iR AId! IRGR H
IR T 31D UgaT Y Pt 7 & 3R HifdpRY dwed ft I3V U 8 IfS I8 Har IV fh
I el el FRBR = SUHT HTHSI b BRI S bl JAN bl &, ST o AT
ST 1 o &1 &, a1 § Ig o1t 4t anl ox g fb 2013 H S 9RY TR el o,
I FHI A1 T GRS I+ 3T FSTT T T Ueb SToTHE JTTIT 21T o Tl g4
&1 T T Qj}ﬁ‘? PIC 7 fIT T that we should try and streamline the various
bodies — the tribunals — and as a result of that or following that, there has to be

uniformity in the service conditions in various such bodies”. AP T IRPR o
3F1h foeg=TerT T TEHATS R AT BIHIATgST R bl T febarm & Forad fafrel
FHIIM 3R feoex S-omic 3Rl onfe & S 39 IaT & SR e AT Y
AT AT 3 o orditer § o S=7 4ot & ATedT ¥ We would rather be able
to streamline and institutionalise the functioning of the Information

Commissions and remove some of the anomalies which | had referred to even
at the time of introduction.
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(1410/KMR/SK)

S g8 oft weT T fi HeeT SThIHIM BSR BT SO aRER & A SAd I
HHYR B| That in other words becomes equivalent to the Chief Justice of India.
We have a number of judgments and a number of recommendations, even
from the Second Administrative Reforms Commission in the 13" Report 2009,
which have suggested that such anomalies should be sought to be removed or
done away with. Therefore, | think this is a humble attempt in that direction.

| am sure all the Members will respect the spirit with which this Bill is
being brought in and we will move forward. Of course, if there are suggestions,
they will be taken with an open mind.

(ends)
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1410 hours
DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): Thank you very much,
Hon. Speaker.

Sir, the Right to Information Act 2005 is one of the most monumental
accomplishments of our country’s democratic governance in recent years. A
law that allows an ordinary citizen with no official power or authority to elicit
information from the powers that be in our country is an absolutely
extraordinary development in the practice of our democracy. RTI has created
mechanisms and platforms for the practice of continued vigilance of our
Government by, obviously, our ordinary people, our ordinary citizens, a
remarkable attribute now of our democratic citizenship.

When | was at the UN, Mr. Speaker, | was privileged to chair an
international seminar on right to information systems around the world. Though
| was not yet back in India and not a part of our politics, it made me immensely
proud to realise how globally celebrated is our RTI legislation which was held
up by activists around the world as a model RTI law. At that conference | met
some of the prime movers of RTI from India’s civil society — people like Aruna
Roy, Nikhil Dey, my own teacher Shekhar Singh of the National Campaign for
People’s Right to Information who worked closely with the Chairperson of the
UPA Shrimati Sonia Gandhi who is here today. They had clearly understood
that the key to the success of the RTI would be an institutional and legal
mechanism which would not only be independent with a clear and secure
mandate but also function transparently and be empowered to override the
traditional governmental habits and structures of secrecy and exclusive control
with which we are all so familiar.

The purpose of RTI, Mr. Speaker, is to make us uncomfortable. When
we were in Government and now when the then opposition party is in
Government, RTI is inevitably an instrument for keeping a check on the
overweening power of the authorities. That is why RTI gives us an independent
Information Commission as the highest authority on Government information,
headed by people with fixed tenures in office and fixed salaries at the level of
Supreme Court judges along with the powers to penalise errant officials.

Now through the Right to Information (Amendment) Bill the Government
seeks to amend Sections 13, 16 and 27 of the RTI Act which equates the
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status of the Central Information Commissioners with that of the Election
Commissioners and the State Information Commissioners with the Chief
Secretaries of their States so they can function in an independent and effective
manner. The dismantling of this architecture empowers the Central
Government to unilaterally decide the tenure, salary, allowances and other
terms of service of the Information Commissioners both at the Centre and the
States.

Introducing the Bill and just now, my good friend the hon. Minister of
State Jitendra Singh Ji asserted that this is a minor and routine amendment
prompted by the anomaly that Information Commissioners are making
decisions that can be challenged in the High Courts; so how can they have the
same status as Supreme Court judges. This is fallacious logic, Mr. Speaker.
You and | can challenge the decision of the President of India and the Prime
Minister of India in the High Court today. Does that reduce those dignitaries
below the level of High Court judges? | am sorry to say that the seemingly
innocuous intent simply does not wash.

In fact, | worry that far from being a simple technical change, this RTI
amendment is a deliberate attempt to weaken the RTI framework and to
undermine the RTI altogether. My suspicions are roused, Mr. Speaker,
because in the last five years this Government has hollowed out the
effectiveness of the RTI by leaving so many positions of State and Information
Commissioners and staff vacant that RTI applications are inordinately delayed
with the backlog mounting daily.

(1415/SNT/SK)

Since 2014, no appointments to the CIC have been made unless the
matter was agitated in the courts. In 2018, last year, the CIC had to function
with just three out of eleven commissioners, until the Supreme Court passed
such severe strictures that the Government was forced to make some more
appointments. But despite that, today, currently four posts of Information
Commissioners are still lying vacant in the CIC. Meanwhile, nearly 32,000 RTI
cases are pending, of which more than 9,000 are pending for more than one
year.
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This amendment is therefore, if anything, part of a pattern of a sustained
effort by this Government to render the RTI like the Human Rights
Commission, a ‘toothless tiger’.

Now, the basic truth, Mr. Speaker is that RTI has resulted in a
fundamental shift. That is what made the Government uncomfortable. It
empowers the citizens’ access to power and decision making. That is why 60
lakh Indian citizens have availed the right to obtain information from the
Government at local, State and Central levels.

Obviously, this makes RTI a challenge to vested interests at all levels of
Government because it threatens arbitrariness, misuse of privilege and
corruption. They have obtained information from such diverse institutions of
governance as a village ration shop, the Reserve Bank of India and the Prime
Minister's Office. They have raised questions of the Defence Ministry, on
demonetisation, on electoral bonds, on unemployment figures, and even on
the appointments of the Election Commissioners and the non-appointment of
the Lokpal.

This wide-ranging information related to decision making has actually,
for the most part, being given to them despite some serious resistance by
officials and Government because of the independence and high status of the
Information Commission. This is what the Government is trying to amend.
What is at stake here? How important is the seemingly routine matter?

Using RTI has not been devoid of risk, Mr. Speaker. More than 80 RTI
users have been murdered because of their courage and their determination to
persist in using the RTI to challenge officials who wish to keep certain matters
secret.

It is widely accepted around the world that one of the most important
structural elements of any independent oversight institution such as, in our
case, the CBEC, the Election Commission, the Lokpal, the CIC is a basic
guarantee of tenure and a fixed salary. There is a strong nexus between the
independence of an institution and the fixity of tenure and stable income of
those who are appointed to it. The Supreme Court of India agrees, Sir. In
Union of India vs. R. Gandhi, President, Madras Bar Association, the Supreme
Court has recognised fixed tenures and stable salaries as essential aspects of
institutional independence. Now, under the Act, the Information
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Commissioners are appointed for five years subject to an age limit of 65. It was
on the recommendation of the Parliamentary Standing Committee that the
Information Commissioners and the CIC were made on par with the Election
Commissioners and the CEC respectively for tenure and emoluments. All this
will now go through this amendment. The Government can hire and fire the
Information Commissioners as they like; pay them what they choose; and this
will inevitably vitiate the independence of the Information Commissioners. That
is why, Mr. Speaker, when the Bill was sought to be introduced, | warned this
House that it was not just an RTlI (Amendment) Bill but an RTI (Elimination)
Bill.

Now, the Minister claims that a statutory body cannot enjoy the same
salary as a constitutional body. Not true, Sir. For instance, this very
Government, notified the Tribunal, Appellate Tribunal and Other Authorities
Rules of 2017. As per these Rules, the Chairpersons of Tribunals get a salary
of Rs. 2.5 lakh, whereas the salary of a Supreme Court Judge as per Section
12A of the Supreme Court Judges Act, 1958 is also 2.5 lakh. So, this
Government itself has equated the salaries of a statutory body with that of a
constitutional body. So, why not continue for the CIC?

(1420//GM/MK)

There is another problem, Mr. Speaker. Apart from section 13, which
deals with the terms and conditions for the Central Information Commission, in
amending section 16 the Central Government will also control through rules
the terms and conditions of appointment of Information Commissioners in
States. This is an assault on the basic structure of federalism. | am sure my
colleagues in the DMK will have a few words to say about this. The
Government says it is committed to cooperative federalism but it rides
roughshod over the rights of the States when it sees its own self-interest at
stake.

The irony is that the RTI Act was only passed in 2005 after thorough
examination by a Parliamentary Standing Committee, so thorough that the law
was passed unanimously in both the Hoses. Contrary to the claim of my good
friend the hon. Minister that the RTI Act was clumsily and hastily drafted, the
issue of the status to be accorded to the Information Commissioners in order to
insulate them from Government pressure was extensively discussed during the
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formulation of the law before it was unanimously passed. The Standing
Committee affirmed explicitly in its third report, and | quote,
..... its determination to ensure that it functions with the utmost independence
and autonomy; hence, this status.” Now they are seeking to amend it when
they have not even constituted the Parliamentary Standing Committees. So,
there can be no scrutiny of the need for this amendment and its implications.
This is not ‘minimum government, maximum governance’ Sir; it is opposite. It is
also political cynicism of the highest order.

The manner in which the amendments are being pushed through without
any public consultation, either by a Standing Committee, or with citizens,
demonstrates this Government’s desperation to pass the amendments without
any proper Parliamentary scrutiny. According to the mandatory pre-legislative
consultative policy of the Government enshrined in 2014, draft Bills are to be
publicised by the Government and public calls for comments have to be
issued. The previous governments of both the UPA and the NDA put on the
website the proposed amendments to the RTI rules for further deliberations by
the public. But this Bill was brought to the Lok Sabha without any public debate
on its content. The text of the Bill was publicly known only on July 18, a day
prior to its introduction, when it was circulated to us. Similarly, under section
4(1)(c) of the RTI Act, public authorities are expected to release relevant
material to the public regarding any change in the RTI. This rule was not
followed by the Government in the formulation of the Bill and therefore the
Government’s action violates the RTI Act itself. The Government’s unseemly
haste to rush pending legislation through even before a Parliamentary
Standing Committee has been constituted itself rings a warning bell. Why
does the Government not want detailed clause by clause deliberations on the
Bill? Why does it not want a chance for citizens to present their views on it?
Now they are afraid that their true intentions will be exposed in the process.

There is finally a very serious matter | am constrained to bring to your
attention, Mr. Speaker, nothing less than a serious charge or contempt of
Parliament. The hon. Minister’'s own Department of Personnel and Training
issued a notification on 26™ July 2018, calling for applicants to fill up the
vacancies in the Central Information Commission. Unlike its earlier
advertisements, it failed to mention a tenure of five years and stated that the
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salary will be as determined on the date of joining even though the law as of
date prescribes a fixed salary. This notification, in other words, assumes that
Parliament will enact this Bill with a change. Further, in an affidavit filed in the
Supreme Court, the Central Government said it has not filled up the vacancies
in the Central Information Commission because the Bill amending the RTI is
pending in Parliament. This reveals the Government’s blind assumption that
the Parliament will act as a rubber stamp to approve the text of any Bill that it
brings to the House. This is not democracy; this is a brute majority that is
speaking here. Disdaining the Constitutional provisions that constitute
Parliament’s authority and essentially saying they will ignore any deliberations
in the House is, in fact, a contempt of Parliament. | am not moving a contempt
notice, Mr. Speaker, but | hope you will yourself give severe strictures to the
Government for this cavalier disregard of Parliament’s rights. Why this
desperation to violate every canon, every precedent, every convention and
rush through this Bill? What has provoked this unnecessary amendment, Mr.
Speaker?

(1425/RSG/YSH)

Was it because the CIC issued orders regarding the disclosure of the
Prime Minister's educational qualifications? Was it because in the recent
general elections the RTI helped the cross-verification of affidavits of powerful
electoral candidates with official documents? Was it because certain
Information Commissioners have ruled in favour of disclosure of information
which certain officials would have preferred not to disclose? We will never
know but civil society organisations and RTI activists are openly raising such
questions and expressing such concerns.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, let me say that independent structures to
regulate and monitor the Government and to keep its power in check are vital
to a democratic state committed to freedom and justice. When power is
centralised and exercised at the whims of those in power, freedom is
threatened and our democracy is in peril. This is why we cannot see these
amendments as a routine matter but as a very serious one. They constitute a
deliberate architectural change to roll back the gains of the RTI, restrict its
independence, and regressively enforce power equations. The Commission,
which under the law of 2005, had status, independence, and authority, will now
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function like a department of the Central Government and be subject to the
same hierarchy as the Government departments and same demands for
obedience of the Prime Minister’s Office. | urge the Government not to assume
they would be in power for ever; one day, they will find themselves on this side
of the House and they will regret that they have destroyed the autonomy and
independence of the RTI.

This amendment Bill violates the Constitutional principles of freedom
and federalism, undermines the independence of the Information
Commissioners, and severely dilutes the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005.
Given that there has been no public consultation on it, the RTI Amendment Bill
should be withdrawn and referred to a Parliamentary Standing Committee; the
Committee should be constituted without further delay.

My party, Mr. Speaker, cannot support such a regressive and dangerous
piece of legislation in its present form and in the hasty manner in which it is
sought to be pushed through. The hon. Minister is a decent man. | would urge
him not to make a great mistake that is completely unworthy of him. For all our
sakes, before it is too late, please withdraw this Bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

(ends)
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1428 &1
A SrTefeeT uter (SARARIS): 3ede Jeied, § MUt 3R § fb 3o g9
AT 53T i b GRT Ueb <27 b ey He<aqUl felel ‘& 18T g IHSHS fae,
2019’ TR ST BT TR 7|
1428 &1 (3 T, . Iee SIS 8Y)

597 f9eT WR et gu (e & A= =53t it 77 T o e 1 59 fdet &1 s
HeT Hell 8, I8 918 CRIUNAT 81, I3 € TP 81 AT & efth Bl S Ugd Bl
PR &, IUH Pl Hf DI IWSHT T8l 8 IR 39 fdeT & g af fder & S
3R & AT {9t T af 2005 BT I WY &, I feT I febdt HeT AT & AT e
AT H PIS JHSHT ol fhaT TIT 81 31T 39 et Y 3 fam ST <&T 8, s
ST HFRT 53T St = T Ueh U7 99 &R T IS & GRT UaT ey pifarer
<Y ST &1 & FSTRy VT oIl & feb STR.E1.3TS ol AT IS T ShIHE bl BRI TRDR
BHSIR AT FTECH 2l 37T 397 el & HMET H 8 ST T F7hIHIA TIe 2005 H
IMeHT SfeTT R TR &, d-ifh 85 99 THT oo e &= T IT IR bl s+
&7 PR B o, sfely 89 39 foar § ifaffad s &1 Mifde ) ) &
3TR.EL.3TTS. H 3TST I HT HLMET AT & I8 hefed TeplcIgal HR o forl &1 A& dfed
D] TEANT SR AT PR & oTq TRAT+Teh HLATERT PR B B
(1430/RPS/RK)

3TRCIATS § AN bl T AN bl bR o, T e &b AfRbR 2T, 3R
T 781 &l & q1 250 o9 S[HIM BT DR 2T, 9 AR AffepR 9T %8 A Hfed &
3R ITH el Bl IRE 8T gaIT 81 TATHIISD & b dharel HeTAfeh e, Harial
3R IR BT 31ferw ghfded s & folv Ig HeMes oTR—IT T 81 3R fuwer Ui
ATl 7 S T BART WRBR 7 IRCIATS Bl 3R hided fohaT 8, Ford b &1 et
St R 8, § heret Uep RUIE UeT <1edl &) I8 Y 2017 & ASHIST I RUIE 8 :

“Government at a Glance: India ranks third in the world, after

Indonesia and Switzerland, for trust in Government.”

Heeld $9 <7 I ST & HISEl HIST Sl Pl TRDPR W e T 3R
gferar & e et a1 3TSl G AT H AR R TR R @S 81 59 2 6 73
DTS ST 1 3ATST BART ARBR H Ry 21 NSS! & Rl & & AR Ib
ST 297 Ry agT sTfcrefler <o ed € AT gUET & AT B &I, g8l bl pael 38
DT ST @b 37U+ AR UR e 81 af 2019 &Y Uep RUIE # ueHT a1ed §, I8
Edelman Trust Barometer, 2019 Report, S/ART, ST g+ BT Up A g7 JMfefh

A I BIdT 2, I IR IR &1 S99 Dhal TT S :
“India is at second place in the informed public category in the world”.
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3N BRI WRPR DI I S & 1P 3N BAR S H FFhMeE & JMe H,
SN RO & ATl H 89 ey 7 7R &1 U= 31T U &, Hf3d ©u I § 39 folt TRBR
Y FUTS AT T8 8 ...(STIL) T Y A I, 3FR 3719 & e & & &9 39
P Dl BAGIR HRAT ATE & ...(FGEM) ol Ve H I8 egaeer off & 3R g3
T T STTaT &t TmeH fAfAeR 811, oitex 31T STIfTer 8FT 3TN dhfdne fAiffRer
SR T & fob 9T T STTalT = Uset) ofles TT & I8 weer 21 €1 off &b gl i
=1 gfcrger 81 3R 7 & 174} dep T 7 T Rerfy 81 . (eraer) g o Why
are you so excited? You have already spoken. You should have patience to
at least listen to me. H I thfel &l HRC-SHRE W Tl T8l R 8T § fob 3T T
T & AT fUsell Al FT H T e offl § I a1 T Ieeikd R T § Sl 9N
9 Gae d offl Agel SThMYE PR P gAd H UTeH ffRe’ 8, offe} 3iTh
AL 81T 3R Ua dfemie ffex 8 Tamifas & f 3R &5 9 tae @l
HHOIR BT BT, SAH DIg ET&T BT 81T, Phael YT Tagd b il &feh i
fRIch RAT 81T T 2TRIE 1641 SR 174l s FT A i) 31T AU = 81 &b
I IS I AT F Qfiret 7 BT, oifdh T8 TR IRBR Hi < & & e 2ifw
A 1 8 & Fravfe, fUsel! IR fquer 3§ Ja g1 uIch & a1 @i it dl 3qH
qfet foparr ofR fFRIfh T fRRAGR 91Tl 39 AT 8 fh 89 59 Uae &l Hord
SERICIERES

S BHRT Hol 3TRCISTE &e &, S9H I8 UG8 & fob 3FR <21 &1 S ol
fpd) oft formT & IS SThMeM ot & O PRI & T H, 37 H IREINS & forw
31SiT STRI PR Favdl ol NI 89 STH I UG IR 8 & [ RTINS H, 3R <
BT Pl fh Pl STHM T TTe dF I fopedt ff T 3rif STRaet o Tl §, T8
JIRIBR & S DT TIAT DT < ST I &l g dal F Y TAT PR JohaT &, VT Fal & b
I8 PRITT TR & TeeAIh STRIST dxl 319 8 RTINS dal & ot 3R foreft ot
THY HIT ebe 81 TaTHIieD & fob 89 SRS T, 2005 &P SUSHT T g bR
o foTq T PR 38 &) I8l T el & AR I8 d1 Ugel forT I EHRT TRDR Paci! &l
€ b 89 oI TTEHC-AR Ta-=q ol 91 DR &1 ST RAgI= T 31T Y 89 Horgel
PR 3 & fob AT R &7 1R AT IR 8l
(1435/RAJ/PS)

3TTST T JATUDR AT BT HeT a1t U & b 2T bl ST Bl ARDRT RebTS
o BT Hiel el Ffaa dR & g8 o wifelamie A U g3 8, S Aerel g
RISCH HHIL U 8311 8, U 81 I8 Hl TCgedt dfS) &, 39ep! 1l 89 7 59 T 9 U
T 81 ST TRBRY RepiS <G BT Hifeld IMfIBR &, 37157 I8 IMfIBR &1 T fer
§ IT SaTe AT 81T 81 3FR A1 &A1 ¥ Ig fI9FT SIHapRT A8l a1 & ar o off
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SN HR 81 €, 98 ST AT JIRT R4 &, SHP! RATSS NI &, )
eIl 81 IS IR &A1 # Sare ST BIaT 8, offdd 3FR X 8 9! 8, & 99 W
gfife 250 Bud & A @ SHMT TIRIT ST 81 9 el 39 R TAdT Dl
ST Ugd 8T 87 31191 &4 Da| 3D! FHH PR ! d1c PR Xe 82 H P aredl §
fop 3T S TsfAfRfeT TSt &, 87 S99 dariid! GAe I IR 8, ST da-iian!
e F AT AR A $hT TR 9l 3FR 31T I8 Ped [ I8 Teges) arel
g, AT TeeT g T5ed PHHILH T 36T T9E & Uae § &1 &, 98 oY Tegedl arel &
3R ISP TR 3R TR BT FFIT R BT DR Ta-He ATh SfSAT dr &1 0T
g 31T & o fandt dht et 3R IR & (e oA &, af S &9 il -
Y HY Y o7 T & fb 3FR Uep gk gfch 81 1Tl & a1 99 gfch & e ) a7
USR] &I & AT 8 37T 8 T SHSHT of X 37T I & Al 3 HSHE & 918, 3FR
g9 A foedl &Y Figfen v off, A1 IFP SRIR Bl RSTH o & IT HeRT H Dlg IHSHS
N T, aﬁaﬁ@ﬁ?aﬂ‘@%ﬁ gﬂ@ﬂ%’w%f?ﬁthe Bill provides for the provision
that the term of office of any of the officers cannot be altered adversely after

the appointment. Thus, the Government cannot affect the functioning of the
officers and authority under the Act. 3FR Tdh IR P SHHIH HHIR IT AH
ST PSR f*RIh 81 SITT & AT 37TFeR 3fufscHe, g USay el el 8, TR
3R ot Regw 81 8 Hecll 81 J31 oIl & b I8 Tep AATT @ a7+ o fofy &R
@ 8l 39 el & Sgreae W T R 3T 1M 3 o & fob ST 5 99 a1 aje
<l ITRIST BT IEY 81 516 737 3R 7437 GlAe= HNe 8V 2, I7Ich Ugel ollhel Al
SR & GG I ATl § BId &, A1 el gid Alell § 8 o, Del grg el el 2l
NI BT  FaTeT ISAT & b 3R MY BT IMSHE IX B & ol T FhiHI
DR, T BN IT FHHIT HEER B T W Bie AT I1T, aF e Thwyar
B Xfr? Tt oft T 7 a7 9§ U g &1 df S9HT Udh <RIR 8T af Yoyl
8ISy 7347 3R 74al e Feme & ugel R <or ¥ VT yRRefcrr off o
3TCHT-3TRT AR AT IR IATT-31eTT TH Tl I8 AT AT 8311 & b in case of the
term of the National Human Rights Commission’s Chairman — also being a
statutory body — that is also decided by the Central Government. TaTqTfde & fob
19 fgfeh BIdiT 8, A7 39 G Aty H30, faualt <ot & AT, ar eroiee urdf & aite”
a7 Bfere e 81 81 [ fafeh & forg afet st |e =1 7fda & 8, I|at
Her! TR HeT & 7 39D IR &Y FafRd ox1 & dF 89 99 § 39 e ol
TR 31T &, Y 9IRS 399 R i g8 off 72 8 anfav off




22-07-2019 Hcb/Sh Uncorrected/Not for publication 307

(1440/PC/RC)

SDT FI-FHHTCT A FHl BIFT <MY T, ST 2ol &[T 1S HHIH Bl
31T 2T, I & /M3 ¢ STHHL T HY 81T <112 T I8 TarH1fep & fob <or H Uep
G S & folg 31T g R¥Yds bl 1T R 8 &, o 3 77l § fob g9y oft St
$<T T T HEGHT PRIT 81 TH DI T &7 3T A goide DR DT a1l Pal,
S BHHIIF Y g1 dal iR Ao ATy HHle &t 91 dell & TAT BT
TYAT-3TYAT BT R BT TR B

el IT TT H AP SADHAT BIAIR BT FIT AT 82 IHDT T T8 & b DI
oY egfen ford) of) feurdHie § IS ST FRTdT & Y I8 ST SUctsy B &l
3IYBR IHD! BIAT 8, T8 g8 TCC W 8 IT AR H 8l R Pl [SAC BT & af
I Y g8 ilegeF BRAT 8, AR SADHI AR I (SUTcHS @l gt forgeny
I8 Teld PR & 3R I Ded 8l 3D Fravfe Hl AR DS [SHRC gaAT, A 8 DIg
T O &1, 3FR T8 UTCT TP BT T AH TTHALT R & Hhdel I TqE
&l &, dI Tammie ft PIC F§ 7 Ahell 8 iR ag urdh off I Fandl 81 397 oft i @
JMeHE T TIT?

SITSTAT FeIed, H 37D HTedH J RN o ATed H He-T A {3 o7t off
¥ 2005 BT ST Uae &, FIT IAD Tood § hls gSald fhaT ST 8T 82 SThHe
TSR IT A TP HHER Pl IR Pls ST BIAT AT IF T9T T, g 2005
P Uare § Y BIS-PIE ST T T T 3iY 31T ot 89 St I8 JeHT ol 31T &,
foTU BTS-epIC ST TeelT 81 H HHSI § fob S eI AT g&eta fhadT TAT? H FHeIT §
f5 o gTPr AR o} ST 99 I8 8N 31T <7 & I Uap Ot Reerfey 81 &
HSICT g fob ST el AT, I T DI ST &1 Foregell A R dF I8 Pl F 39
STSTIS PR DI I AT T2 A TSI 91 & b Ueh A fch &b STIBRT i X&IT et T
SDT SARHIT T &I BHRAT IR ST STHHAT P A BT P IR SThHIT
BIYR IT Ah TTHHIT HER Y i1 17 81 3899 Ff¥T IR W= tfieie & forw off
S 3R 8, I8 OXT fobalm TRIT 8 3R 89 39 IR TCAUT R I8 8l AR dlg T
fSHRIC Sdfed 81T AT S Wied R & fo1q 3R IaH ST+t Uree= €, I0 89 &
A

ST %8 H FHSIAT § {3 31T oft 89 STRCITTE & de<e & folu v ax B 81 I
oIRT fohafeTy 2R o R8 87 3FR T 7T & b aTa-SFT df dRg g BT P YT &
freset gier ATell o JUSC T FTHIHL Dl I8! UTaR 81 37T 85 395 SHSHE Bl a1 R
8 8 3 UTa A1l H qR <o7 7 fhdT ot 18T ¢ SABHER A SAhHLA A ater AT
feredY Y wferefavee =1 el UTer ATetl  89RY TRBR H BDls T4 3T &1, BPls Theal
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31T 81, W S H §99 VST T STDMHL Tae & X6 & 918 T A0S U T 8l 83T &,
JE 3O 3T H i3 IR IR 3 IR $Hi URSIT 81 SIF IR TRPR a1 off, e
AT SIRCIATE & AN ¥ &1, 3IU=IT 8T qrehdl ¥, VAT I8l & fob § J§ (el e &l § fob
3TRCIATS & AN & U ATehd 181 off IT ST T SABMHL HI dTell &b UT crehe]
T8l off, & A3 T TP e, ST 37 &, Jal Urdr ATl ygel A ofT, Jel e
I & STTUPR T ATeha AR &b URT Tger 4T off 1R J&T FeT A1 & AfIBR Hr
dTehd I 2009 & Tger T 2ff

§ FHIAT § fob ST STDARM & 91 &, 18 S8 H DA BT Thed 8,
IS 2511 T G311 81, T AR THHT Sl 8, U UC € FIhIH2M TS b HATegq A 8 <A &
A ISR Ul et Uier et A BART AR AT, SIRIURS & A BT P I8! 6
I3 IR A &7 337 ¥Rl &1 3R Y TRIUNS 3R Forgd ST T8 &, dlfch R &2
&Y ST 3 A IR Rerfer W8 iR oFR wgl off 31 a7 81, 98 M- 21
(1445/SPS/SNB)

S 89RT 3TR.T1.3TE. U &, 399 39 3THSHE I 8H TCHelIg xRl daTed &
foh ST T TEHATST 8l ST T FHMYA Tae 2005, It should be at par

with other statutory bodies and there should be existing a difference between a

statutory body and a constitutional body.

TR H8leg, Y o ge g™ Uealhe 8 g9 & 91 8kl 8l U
PIECICIIS arel Bl & TR SURT TCTYCI arel 8Kl 8, QT &f UTfera™e 3 8id 8l
31T 9 2T g5 T UHT FeATY &, 11 Ferf+rep FRefy &, fSiep! 89 piecicg 2l
ISIST e 81 3R TCTged dfel o dl I8 JR.EL.3ATS. TarIfdeh 8 Teeges) dfet
g, SR el &I NISey PHIS 81 3R Aeel & Ised HHITE § HeRkl o
3R AT *gfch T JAfDBR & N I8 DR AT TP &1 T8 Plg Feve Q1T
AT T8l 81 SR o Ared |l STt & fob 39 felet A J==iar H3iT Sit 7 9% § aper o
31R SCISer & o ot 8T 31 TS & ot T H &8 &1 § fob 38 Plg FaRe2reT
<IoT &l 81 3R PIg <ol & Tl el Claiebe] ek T °S &l 31 oIl & fop SfeTepet
TR T <ol BT ol ISP JCHC H B, IHeDT 3R T e & foru 81 gl axieh I H
THEAT § [ 3R IR.EV.3MTS. DI Age AT & AT 1R 1975 BT SISHC ST ARV
RIS ¥CT 311 . UT. 81 AT 1981 T &t THT &b Soc H 8371 81l H 394 agd TexTs
=&l ST TTedT &) IHD d1S 1982 H Heg I 37T, I8 3TR.E1.3MTS. T 31Tl
fthR 1990 T HTHT JET &1 AT S AoIGY fheaT 21fch TS b, I9 q1e shieH
S il ST 2000 ¥ SSISYH 8311, IS d1e Ig a¥ 2005 H HIgall 37Tl H
RIS & foTq 81 T8 fdel FeT AR § < & ST b SATUDRI &b forq 81 37T
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f$¥eper AT Tg BINT =feV foh SR IS rOhIHer HITTdT & dT IHD! TSI FhHe
foreT T@mTfdes & b 31T I T Teed H 31k Wex H Ht grhHe e ¥ o5
CTSH ST 81 3757 f$pe at I8 1 T MY fob &% Rel, &R e AT H o i
vferefRe & U €, RTTepT UIther &1 T &, SiY $ehl SOUANT &R Ve & H A AT
ST 3 3 e AT fob I7eb 98T A ST IR & fob fobet TR I HIheTeT AN T
T ST AT 81 31T WY fd 300 I 400 U T FaTd AT &1 T THH
forTit & T et & fob 3o UST T SAIHe AR 81 FEa A Sl & 5 59 &
9T JTSTIS 3T I A T&T DI-i A [SHISH 8T, ITH Gy T fober1T a1t 831 39
RIb A B T 39 W I AT =12 3R 1T HAT Sff 39 IR &5 T &l ST
1Y b TG T FTDTHEI DT HSI PRI ST V8 &, P! T2 PR ST X8 81 TP
AGUNT 3T ST b foc H 8T i {5 AR & GRT 9T Goud T &1 W&l &, I
RIepT ST AN AT AT i 39 9T Bl o’ 311U &, H §39ebT FHT el § 3iR
Y 3TUTS AT § o ST IRT |

(sfer)
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1448 hours

SHRI A. RAJA (NILGIRIS): Sir, thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity to comment on the provisions of the Bill on behalf of the DMK
party.

By introducing the Bill, the Government wants to say that the numerical
strength in the Parliament can dictate the constitutional values to undermine
democracy. Arguments have been put forth by the hon. Member from the other
side on the legal aspects. Of course, | found in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons of the Bill about the amendment that has been contemplated in the
Bill that this Commission cannot be equated with the Election Commission of
India. For that the Government’s argument is that the Election Commission of
India has been created under article 343 of the Indian Constitution so it is a
constitutional body, whereas this is a chhota body, according to the
Government, and so it is a statutory body. | think, that is where we are. The
Supreme Court already held that the Right to Information comes under article
19 of the Indian Constitution.

(1450/RU/KDS)

Article 19 of the Constitution speaks about fundamental rights. The
larger Bench of the Supreme Court has already held that the fundamental
rights, including the basic structure of the Constitution, cannot be amended.
Even article 324 can be amended. The purpose of article 324 is to conduct the
elections for State Assemblies, Parliament, Vice-president and President. As
soon as the elections are over, the duty of officials who conduct elections is
almost virtually over. They will have to wait for the next elections to be
conducted. But Right to Information is not like that. Right to Information is not
merely about conducting elections. Democracy is not at all relying exclusively
upon elections. Having come to the Parliament after elections, the duty of the
Election Commission is over. But we have to perform and get information. How
can a country be considered as a full-fledged democratic country unless
information is passed on to the common people?

The legal interpretation that has been advanced by the learned hon.
Member is not at all correct. We have to give more weightage to the
fundamental rights rather than the Election Commission because, without
Election Commission, democracy can still be maintained for some time with the
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help of a good administrator but without information, people cannot be
empowered. This is my argument.

Sir, they are saying that there is no constitutional basis for this Bill.
Respected Sonia Gandhi is present here. This Bill has sustenance from
National Advisory Council. When the National Advisory Council suggested this
Bill to be introduced in Parliament, it said:

“Whereas the Constitution of India has established democratic

Republic, whereas democracy requires an informed citizenry and

transparency of information which are vital to its functioning and

also to contain corruption and to hold Governments and their

instrumentalities accountable to the governed.”

When framing the Act itself, the makers of this law were clear in their
mindset that this body is going to get sustenance from article 19, and the
Constitution of India as a whole, as a fundamental right of the basic structure
of the Constitution.

The Statement of Objects and Reasons says that these should not be
equated. | would like to read it.

“Therefore, the mandate of the Election Commission of India and

the Central and State Information Commissions are different.”

There is no doubt that they are different but which one is having more
significance? Having faith in democracy and Constitution, | sincerely believe
that Right to Information is more important and significant than any other
process contemplated in the Constitution.

| would like to recall a few words from the speech of our former Prime
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh. When the original Bill was introduced, the
Prime Minister said:

“Today | believe that the passage of the Bill will see the dawn of a

new era in our processes of governance , an era of performance

and efficiency, an era which will ensure growth flow to all sections

of people, an era which will eliminate corruption and an era which

will bring the common man to the heart of governance.”

Where are we going today by passing this Amendment? We are
going towards darkness. An era of complete surreptitious actions of the
Government is going to be withessed because of this legislation.
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What was the intention of the UPA Government when the original
Bill was introduced? | would like to bring to your attention two small
sentences. “We want right to information; you want freedom of
information.” Synonyms may be the same on the first outer reading but
there is a gulf between the two. How? | will demonstrate it. We want to
make this Government more accountable to the people. We want the
Government to make the country more progressive. We want to
empower people particularly after liberalisation and globalisation but
what about this amendment? Democracy cannot be sustained without
having an informed population. When the Act plays a contributory role
to ensure participation of people in democratic process, you are going
against it and you want to destroy it.

Let us not forget what Pandit Nehru said during the Freedom
Movement. He said:

“The Britishers are ruling us according to the Official Secrecy Act,

1923. They do not want the Indian people to know that their

natural and physical resources are being stolen from this country

and how is it that India continued to become poor while the British

continued to become rich.”
(1455/NKL/MM)

312

That was the time when the Official Secrets Act came into existence to

curse the people. While enacting this original law, the UPA Government, in

2005, said:
“So far as the Official Secrets Act, 1923 is inconsistent with the
provisions of the Act, the Official Secrets Act shall stand
repealed.”

That is the intention of the UPA Government. But what are you doing

now? You want to bring the same Act again, the draconian law, for the people

of India.

Sir, when the amendment took place in this House in the Human Rights

Act, the Government wanted to reduce the tenure of the Chairman and the

Members from five years to three years. It is definite. Your intention is clear.

Your intention is open. You want to reduce the tenure from five years to three

years, and also want to reduce the salaries. Okay, let it be. But a symmetrical
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Act is being amended here. What did you want to say? You said, “such as may
be prescribed by the Central Government.” What about the salary? It may be
prescribed by the Central Government. ...(Interruptions) What does it mean? |
charge that the Information Commission is going to be your ... (Not recordeqd)
...(Interruptions) That is your intention. ...(Interruptions)

Sir, | want to close my arguments. In 1966, the American Parliament
passed the Freedom of Information Act. By putting his signature, President
Johnson said, and | quote:

“Today is the most glorious day of the American democracy. The

American democracy is going to flourish because the people of

America will know how the chosen servants are discharging the

duties of the office with transparency and accountability.”
This is what President Johnson quoted.

You are going to pass the Bill because of the brutal majority. | can say,
today is the black day for our democracy. Since we have buried the democracy
in the cold tomb, the people of India will not forgive you. Thank you.

(ends)
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1457 hours

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, | again have to perform the
unpleasant task of opposing a Bill of the Government. But fortunately, | am
aided in this unpleasant task by the eloquent exposition made by Dr.
Tharoor, and the impassioned expression made by Shri A. Raja. They
have more or less stated the basic principles on which we oppose the Bill.

Sir, as you know, the Right to Information Bill was enacted in
Parliament in 2005 during the UPA regime. The Bill was brought after a
Report of the Standing Committee headed by Mr. Sudarshan Nachiappan
of Rajya Sabha came. While speaking on the Information Commission, he
said;

“Information Commission is an important creation under the
Act which will execute the laudable scheme of the legislation. It
should, therefore, be ensured that it functions with utmost
independence and autonomy.”

These are the two key words — independence and autonomy. The
purpose of the Bill has been stated earlier. It has taken away the
independence of the Information Commission by fixing the salaries and
allowances of Chief Information Commissioner, Information Commissioner
at the Central level and State Chief Information Commissioner, and State
Information Commissioners. Earlier, it was equated with the Chief Election
Commissioner, and Election Commissioners. That was to give the
Information Commission a high status with which it could criticize the
Government. The present Bill is a regressive Bill in a sense that it wants to
make the Information Commission a ... (Not recorded) of the Government
that they can appoint when they like, they can end the term when they like,
they can fix any salary that they like, and they can fix any allowance as
they like.
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(1500/KSP/SJN)

The Government does not like a free Information Commission and the
Government does not like the Right to Information to be given to the people. Shri
Raja has given credit to Shrimati Sonia Gandhi for the NAC’s recommendation
on the Right to Information. But | would also like to give credit to thousands of
RTI activists who have made it a campaign throughout the country and even
after this law has come into force, you would be surprised to know that 20 million
applications were filed under the Act till only 2017. You must be knowing that 83
RTI activists had been killed, 165 persons had been assaulted, 180 persons had
been harassed or threatened and six persons had committed suicide. People
had shed their blood and given their lives for upholding the Right to Information
given under this Act.

Now, as Dr. Tharoor said, Dr. Singh is a nice man. Why should he be a
party to the surreptitious bringing of the Bill? On one night it is circulated, the
next morning it is introduced, subsequently there are two holidays and then you
pass it today. What is the great hurry in trying to get this amendment passed?
That is not clear to me. But there has been an instant reaction. The largest
circulated newspaper in India, The Times of India, in an Editorial, asked the
Government to give up this Right to Information (Amendment) Bill. It is clear that
there is no Standing Committee Report on the Bill and there is no public
consultation. However, the Government decided on the Bill to denude the
Information Commissioners of their power.

Sir, | would also like to mention that Shri Sridhar Acharyulu, former
Information Commissioner, has appealed to all MPs to prevent the passage of
this Bill. He says that this is an attempt by the Government to weaken the
architecture by making it subservient to the Executive. You may also know that
Shri Shailesh Gandhi, another former Information Commissioner, has opposed
this Bill and the National Campaign for RTI have also opposed this Bill. In the
face of such opposition from the RTI activists throughout the country, the
Government is maintaining a stoic silence with the Prime Minister fielding his
Minister of State to pass the Bill with their majority in Lok Sabha.

Sir, some feel that the RTI has helped with the cross verification of the
affidavits of powerful electoral candidates with official documents and certain
Information Commissioners have ruled in favour of the disclosure. It is unlikely
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to be a set of instances, but more than that, RTI is a constant challenge to the
misuse of power. In a country where the rule of law hangs by a slender thread,
the arbitrary use of power is a daily norm, the RTI has resulted in a fundamental
shift, empowering citizen’s access to power and decision making.
(1505/SRG/KN)

It has been a lifeline for many of the 40 to 60 lakh ordinary users, many of
them for survival. It has also been a threat to arbitrariness, privilege, and corrupt
governance. This is what the Government is afraid of. The other thing | would
remind you is that the RTI has been used brilliantly and persistently to ask a
million questions across the spectrum — from the village ration shop, the
Reserve Bank of India, the Finance Ministry, on demonetisation, non-performing
assets, the Rafale fighter aircraft deal, electoral bonds, unemployment figures,
the appointment of the Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC), Election
Commissioners, and the non-appointment of the Information Commissioners
themselves.

Sir, this is a comment by Aruna Roy, who played a significant role in
getting the RTI Bill passed at that time.

“The RTI movement has struggled to access information and through it, a
share of governance and democratic power. The Indian RTI law has been
a breakthrough in creating mechanisms and platforms for the practice of
continual public vigilance that are fundamental to democratic citizenship.
The mostly unequal struggle to extract information from vested interests
in the Government needed an institutional and legal mechanism which
would not only be independent, but also function with a transparency
mandate and be empowered to over-ride the traditional structures of
secrecy and exclusive control. An independent Information Commission
which is the highest authority on information along with the powers to
penalise errant officials has been a cornerstone of India’s celebrated RTI
legislation.

| end up with the basic fallacy of the Government’s argument. Dr. Singh
very fallaciously has said that the Election Commission is a Constitutional body
and RTI Information Commission is a statutory body, created by an Act of
Parliament. | want to mention that a much more important Constitutional
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provision is involved which is Article 19(a) of the Constitution which involves
Fundamental Rights. The Supreme Court proclaimed the RTI as the
Constitutional right emanating from Article 19(1)(a) which guarantees freedom
of speech and expression. That is why, the present Bill -- the surreptitious effort
of the Government to denude the RTI Information Commission of the power to
interfere in the rights of the States to decide on the State Information
Commission, taking away the independence and authority of the Information
Commission -- is a retrograde step. | would appeal, through you, to Dr. Jitendra
Singh, who is a decent man, that he should rise above party affiliation and for
once, throw down the gauntlet and say, | herby withdraw the Bill.
With these words, | conclude.
(ends)



22.07.2019 Dir (VP)/Rjn Uncorrected / Not for Publication 318

1508 hours

SHRI KANUMURU RAGHURAMA KRISHNARAJU (NARSAPURAM): | got an
opportunity to speak after 3-4 eminent speakers, but still | would like to put forth
majority of the points which were not clearly covered by them. Basically, it has
emanated from Freedom to Information Act, 2002, which was not very sound at
that time. So, because of that, in 2005, the Right to Information Act has come
out in a full-fledged form by taking Article 19 (1)(a) into consideration which
guarantees freedom of speech. Freedom to vote also has emanated from Article
19(1)(a) which was in line with Article 324 and Freedom of Information also is
none other than Article 19(1)(a) which has given freedom to Right to Vote. In
fact, the Freedom to Vote can only come from the Freedom of Information. If
we have the right to have information, then only we can vote in the manner we
want to vote.

The Supreme Court proclaimed the RTI as the Constitutional Right
emanating from Article 19(1)(a) which guaranteed freedom of speech and
expression. The Central Election Commission enforces the right to vote, which
is part of expression right under Article 19(1)(a) which is further explained in
Article 324. In a way, CEC enforces only a small part of the Expression Right,
while CIC is entrusted with enforcement of wider aspect of expression right-
Right to information.

(1510/RP/CS)

It was a well laid-out thought at that time. Now, all the Information
Commissioner have been given the status equivalent to the Chief Election
Commissioner. | do not know the reason why they have come up with such
amendments in this Act. The surprising part in the Right to Information Bill is
that the public cannot get any information in advance. As other Members have
rightly said, according to the Right to Information Act, a person can get the
information only three days in advance and that too, with a few holidays in-
between. | would like to say that it is not correct.

The Government has also proposed to bring down the tenure of Chief
Information Commissioners as well as the Information Commissioners without
giving any clarification for the same. Some Supreme Court Judges were
appointed as CIC earlier. | would like to know whether a High Court Judge can
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also be appointed. What would be the appointment criteria? On that also, there
is no clarity.

| would urge the Government to, at least, give clarity on the status of CIC
and Information Commissioners. What is the salary which is going to be paid to
them? There is one very important point which the Government will have to
consider. They are making inroads into the powers of the State Government in
a federal structure which is very unfair. The right to appoint the State Information
Commissioner is also going to be vested with the Central Government.
According to me, it should be left with the States. It should not be taken away
by the Centre. They will have to take care of these concerns.

There is another thing with which my other friends must be concerned with
and that is, the powers of this august House are being taken away by the
Executive. We all have to object that. The Executive cannot take away the
powers of the Legislature. The Constitution gives the Legislature the power to
impeach or to remove a person. Now, the Government is straightway taking
away that power. It is the power of the Legislature till now. The power of this
august House is taken away. We do not know who will be in power and for how
long. As far as this clause is concerned, we all must oppose it in this august
House. Our powers should not be taken away by the Executive.

These are the changes that | am requesting the hon. Minister to consider.
| would also request the hon. Minister to retain the autonomy of the States. The
Government should clarify about their status, salaries and other things of CIC
and IC. The Government should they clarify these things. They should retain
the powers of the States without infringement. They should also retain the
powers of this august House. The Legislature cannot be taken over by the
Executive.

| request the hon. Minister to consider all these changes. With these
changes, | support the Bill.

(ends)
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1513 &9
£} &Rfefier WTSIRT HTOT (FTAHURTN): HEISY, H g WRPR GRT AT TV T Bl
IR (Feer) [8e, 2019 & Y&r/AH 5 Sl o folg TST 5l

qEIGY, IRAG H I8 Ueb BI-DR] (8T 81 §h a9 2005 H N B &b g1
29T Y SHAT DT IRBR &b HRIGAT UG UTTTRIAT & IR H ST BT HiT T 81 389
YRS aG1 &, AfcheT FH & AT 9 TIRE b P H PV 7 PV Faeld Dl ARG bl
8IdT 8, SHTY TRDR GRT I&eTd DT I8 JRAN dgd 81 S &1 S I b T 71T
ofT, Y UBet! IR a¥ 1975 H Yo BDIE = hefet frm o b fergiT o eIl bl AeebR
< HTEH A AT F1l ST bl JTEDR &1 A 1982 H A DIE = el & fob Jarn
T PR ST DR &1 TH DR Dbl BIFCICYIT 3R T8 cllch FHT H SFSHC
o folq & 2005 TP P ASTS TS TSI
(1515/RV/RCP)

IS d1& THH 8- HLAEH! D 918 39 T8I DT DI DT @y o1 T
3T ©u q, 37 [ege J drerr oy 31k Hff Fele BT g9dh! SRavd &l T 3R
31T 39 ferieh & ATEH § ST GG 81 W&l &, S 3R HeT S T HIfer 3R
Y& TRPR DI AR A bl ST 8T 81 STq & [Ieeh oTRIT TRIT T, T <27 H Sl gare
SR 83T il AT b oA T bR JET &, b AR A NI I HICTHIS &l 8] g3l
R T| 3T STTSHT DT T8 YT el Tt AT b 2RI T & 38T 8, IAD IR H IHb!
T DIATTIST 81 STRAT ST ST Rl o, TRBR ST T PRcll off, IHeb! AT BIFT
EESASES
1516 &oF (FIRT 3reger Qiorii gU)

Aeied, AT ST 4, TSR H IRSRIAT 3R FeHdT 96T o 39 DRIHH P
I8 TTelT TRIch A IR fehaT T BTR 31T <21 R H JR.EL.3ATS. Teb VT 2R & TRIT
g, ST 3119 ATSHT b DRI BT & 811 I T4 & foT¢ T I8 91 SRR &

A 3TEET: AT HS, b e Byl
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T dT-2 & Thel AT & foTT qens wer

1516 hours
TR STEET: HIFH1T AR, AR SANET ST TS (SERT) 7 31T 3RS
2.43 S, ST el Ge SicTRer g, sNERePICT A =TT b fofy AR b TR Tl
eI T=s -2, T AheldTgdeD T&TUT fhdT 81 Ts-2 TwsHT b STaroT g &
CEEIREREHEE

ST Y&IUT & TS B <27 7 JfARe H BAR TR & Fee § &R Qfch U &7aT
T G2 fobaT 81 8R 3fafRer ISTfFi dhf 3 SUAfeY ¥ 89R 7RG Pl SGRIT &l

I8 FHT YRR IFTRET JTHE G b Gl JeTMf+Tepl bl Ieh [T b
3P TRITAT & folU S+ §eI1g il 81 89N eI F3i Sft & gRT faby 17 3rees Yl &
foTe ofY I8 AT AT TR Y St T 9T <t 8 3R ST dsfRet & ar I8 dvya &
TEl Bl

....(TTHT)
PR ST 3Tel (IMRIET): IR, T TG 53l Sff el A 37 ... (Faer)
TR STEET: TR ILTehT TR EHIR Q2 b T HaAl b -1 H 397 Ahed T
o foTq  TaeT 8T8 3T 8

...(TgYM)
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AT BT ARPR (e forerres - Sy

it eRfefer HUTSTIRTT ATOY (STAHURTR): 3refl e & T 3T areder qeley =
TRT P IR H S Up IUIfer gaTs, (AT U F I8 TR WRPR &P ol U ‘Ther-g+-
TPy &, ORI AT A T § HRA Bl 3R g7 T el § U 984 a1 Ier
31T 81 BT UTCT T 3R A 3R MY FHT T 3R A H AR TRPR BT A PReAT
TG, I ASATeh| BT AT BT TR, T8I 39 AR H AheTd e D™
fepar 81

HEIGY, H 379 U HoT faSy UR 37 bl gofrold dTET R3S, DT THTdT
RIS A TR DR H 597 AT BT 984 del AN 8 MR BT I 39 3R BRR DR
& 37T AT 3H HTRI bl AT & o ol I Step 78 & ol IqH o STost
G DR DT YT < I&T 2l TORT 3R.EV.3MTS. T b IR H ST DIHDIST Tl 8T o,
H 3TERUN H3it HEIGy I SFRIE AT ATET, IR fIefcil e <A feb ATt ot ity
TR IR 11 5 A HH 4 ARhI & U< & 4R §Y & 1R 1T & Ya| b IR H Ig ACHhieT 8l
(1520/MY/SMN)

TS & TR 1SN BT U AR & o Sht uRaRiaT & IR F 3% A daT |
317 81 81 3 Ffyd wu A 43t 7eled I SFRIY A1 AT fob 97 Al H 31T e bl
3R BN o AT ST IS &7 8 &, IFebl T el ach bly T FHSINT T8l febaT
ST $9ebT ST Hel SraT &1 8311 8, ST Ply | fSTed T8l R uTewT| I8 3R
AT AT B A AR bl TAaERT 81 39 RFRaRY ol 3711 5 gU H IR 3 I8
Y e AT o SHD SUINT 3R GOUANT b €A H I TTRU| GRIDT HerTolR I
U T b AN H SR IolE A I8 SodT8 o

SRV AT ARl 3Tdhel HERTSE H 9% 16,000 Hiel UIST 8 SH&T Dl
THTET el 83Tl 3ATST AT <2 WR H U 98T I A &, ST Ueel W 8, alfehT I7h IR
o pIg WY STFPRT SN T T8l fFefll 3R 39 BRI BT 3BT ke & IYINT e ST,
I R R TR DT 3! TR T & T B bR § G 8lcit &1 oAfeh,
3R T GOUINT fhaT ST, a1 (3 oY & 3728 Trer det M § i 3rewi T
fHTOT BYeTT &1 31T 37T <97 R &bt YRR <3 Fepel 81 3TTT <27 I gRReeifey &+
Y&l 8, IHD 8 AR WBR SHH PO 3T gScl[d PR V8 8, PO 37T Yo < Bl 6,
o AT S0 A T bl IFb IR H UifAfCe Yo ST g ST’ 8l

HEIGY, SI9 I8 P <21 H T 83T oI, § M3 u I der a1 & 8 ugett
IR g 2005 H TR] G3AT AT| $H DI b 7] &1 81 AN DT AR STl AT Tl I&T AR
ufrefaeea o1, ST fod= ART, FAT JIRT T-IT, I aT a1 &l a9 2005 H HH-T Gt
e 88 off, FoRTeh g M3 o0 A anmue! +ff STFReds 81T UST 39 W b a4+




22.07.2019 Dir (VP)/Rjn Uncorrected / Not for Publication 323

[N

91e 81 IS T ART TN U 98 AR Uferefdeed &, ST Tid ofdel UR B R &,
I} <Y GIAET FoT BRI T DTH PR &, T el HREIV & T Y SRR &1 39
IS & ATETH F RTINS YIFCIRTH DI TREUN & DT Y SAEERY 7, elfd ST A
oA PTH PN I8 &, STRCIITTS BT TeTd YA PR I8 &, TeTd duih W BRIl of 38 &, I
R T I HE- T SR &, S4BT e Wi 39 BRI ¥ T 91y, R Big
S GHIERT Tl PR UIY, PIS 3HP! FGHI ol g1 UIY AR AT &b g7 30
YTEeTT T bls GOUANT el PR | H 37Ut Te Bl TR & g G W& gU, 39
eIt T e SR § 3R YT G=ITE PR §Y U1 1| DT AR T §| E-IaTal

(zfc)
AT STETET: T A, 31T Tl IR FAPR ATV &, IR M0 59 feries )
el d1d Pel ol
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1523 hours

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): | stand here to deliberate on the
Right of Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019. There are amendments to three
sections of the Original Act of 2005 - Section 13, Section 16 and Section 27.
1524 hours (Shri N. K. Premachandran in the Chair)

Though it looks innocuous that it only seeks to amend three sections,
and that too, it hardly deals with the tenure, it hardly deals with the salary and it
hardly deals with other aspects, what is so much to be agitated about and why
a large number of people who understand the Act and its intent, are so much
against these amendments? Therefore, | would start with the words that have
been used by the Government.

(1525/MMN/CP)

This Bill seeks to rationalise the stature of Information Commissions from
being equal to Election Commission, and give the Union Government the power
to set service conditions.

Critics reason that the changes will undermine the independence of the
Central Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioners. The
final adjudication, when information is not provided under the RTI Act, could
make them compliant to the wishes of the Union Government. The Government
claims that this is an enabling legislation which is aimed at institutionalisation
and streamlining of the Act, which is clumsy in nature and drafted in haste. It is
not only with this Government but also with any Government that comes to
power. They say we want to better the previous Act for the betterment of the
citizens of this country. As a person from the media, | always have doubt about
the intent of the Government. Therefore, | would say that the same argument
could apply this time, in the absence of referring to the Standing Committee. We
do not have any Standing Committee till date. | do not know when the Standing
Committees are going to be formed.

The fixed tenure and high status are meant to ensure autonomy. So, even
the highest office can be given directions. Any perceived dilution of the Act needs
minute examination which is not happening this time. Amendments have
haunted the RTI since its inception. Amendments have been proposed since
2006 just six months after the law was implemented and many times thereafter.
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It is not that this Government is bringing amendment for the first time. A number
of times, amendments have been proposed earlier just after six months of the
enactment of the law.

This Amendment Bill seeks to amend sections 13, 16 and 27 of the RTI
Act. These sections carefully link and thereby equate the status of the Central
Information Commissioner with the Election Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners with the Chief Secretaries in the States so that they
can function in an independent and effective manner. This Amendment Bill is a
deliberate dismantling of this architecture which will empower the Union
Government to unilaterally decide the tenure, salary, allowances and other terms
of services of Information Commissioners, both at the Centre and in the States.

The Minister says this is benevolent and it is a minor mechanism of rule-
making step which actually is not. The basic purpose of this right is to empower
citizens’ access to power and decision-making. It has been a thread to
arbitrariness, privilege and corrupt governance. In a country, where the rule of
law hangs by a slender thread and arbitrary use of power is a daily norm, the
RTI resulted in a fundamental shift. More than 80 RTI users have been
murdered -- one Bill is still pending for their protection — because of their courage
and determination. Using the RTI was a challenge to unaccountable power. RTI
has been used brilliantly to ask a million questions across the country, from the
village ration shop to the Reserve Bank of India, to the Non-Performing Assets.
The information related to decision-making at the highest level has, in most
cases, eventually been accessed because of the independence and high status
of the Information Commission. That is what this Bill is trying to amend.

The Indian RTI law has been a breakthrough in creating mechanism and
platform for the practice of continual public vigilance that is fundamental to
democratic citizenship. To extract information from vested interests in
Government needs an institutional and legal mechanism which would not only
be independent but also function with a transparency mandate and be
empowered to override the traditional structures of secrecy and exclusive
control.
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(1530/VR/NK)

An independent Information Commission, which is the highest authority
on information along with the powers to penalise errant officials, has been a
cornerstone of India’s celebrated RTI legislation with which | was involved since
2002. In 2004, | was sent by the Parliament, by the then hon. Speaker, Shri
Somnath Chatterjee to Accra in Ghana to participate in one of the
Commonwealth Workshops relating to RTIl. My report was given to the Speaker
and subsequently it was transferred to the Standing Committee. The report
contained the provisions in terms of RTI which the Canada Government has,
which the Australian Government has and the Governments of New Zealand
and South Africa have. These were the major four countries which has a robust
RTI provision.

The task of Information Commission is, therefore, different but no less
important than that of the Election Commission of India. Independent structure
set up to regulate and monitor the Government are vital to a democratic State
committed to deliver justice and constitutional guarantees. The separation of
powers is a concept which underscores the independence and is vital to our
democratic checks and balances.

| would, therefore, say that these sets of amendments have to be
understood as a deliberate architectural change to affect the power equations,
the freedom of expression and democracy in a regressive manner. The
Commission, which is vested by law with status, independence and authority,
will function like a department of the Central Government, if this amendment is
passed.

The Government is usurping the power to set the terms and conditions of
service and salaries of the independent body. If this is not an obvious attempt to
weaken the independence and authority guaranteed by law, then what is it?
Apart from Section 13, by amending Section 16, the Government will control the
terms and conditions of appointment of Commissions in the States through rules.
This is an assault on the idea of federalism.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would say that all the provisions relating to
appointment were carefully examined by a Parliamentary Standing Committee
and the law was passed unanimously. Here, | would just try to remind this House,
the Bill leading to the original Act had been discussed by the Parliamentary
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Committee on Personnel, Public Grievance, Law and Justice which included the
then Members of Bhartiya Janta Party Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the present hon.
President of India, Balavant Apte and Shri Ram Jethmalani. Originally, the
salaries of the CIC were proposed to be equivalent to those of Secretaries of the
Government of India and the Information Commissioners were to be equivalent
to those of Additional Secretaries or Joint Secretaries to the Union Government.

The Parliamentary Committee headed by Shri E.M. Nachiappan
submitted its Report in 2005. This Committee gave a recommendation and said:

“It is desirable that CIC would be equivalent to CEC status so that
it would enjoy autonomy and function independently.”

It has been acknowledged that one of the most important structural
constituents of any independent oversight institution, that is, the CVC, the Chief
Election Commission, the Lokpal and the CIC is a basic guarantee of tenure.
Information Commissions are appointed for five years, subject to the age limit of
65 years. Now, that is being changed. Why are you weakening the fundamentals
of the RTI architecture? This Bill violates the constitutional principals of
federalism, undermines the independence of Information Commissions and,
thereby, dilutes the widely used framework of transparency in this country.
Weakening RTI Act plays into bureaucracy’s hands. Citizens use RTI to combat
red tape.

To strengthen the RTI Act, fill up Information Commissioner vacancies
promptly because more proactive mandatory disclosures of information will help.
Do not give wrong signals on anti-corruption and transparency. This is a right of
every citizen of this country. You are diluting this right. You are making it a
department of the Government. This should be opposed thoroughly.

(ends)
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(1535/SK/RBN)
1535 S

PR ST 37T (STARIET): HFIG FHTURT SiT, T BT AfDPR Ueb I8 oid Gy b
918 QT T 3T ST bl UTH G3AT &, 3 HIS[GT TRDR SISeIC PR Dl DI &R 8T
g, § I8 IHD RacTh et o foT TS 83T &

9 < H T T SRR U b foTq 98T il HEY §aTT| S pHicd] 1, P
AR gU, s PR <o 9k H gU <9 & greeldgarel qad o 39 W Sfersier
feT T STTeh™ 2T <bT SAfRIehR &TI H 371Uk HTEgH ¥ TSRO HAT it § =T zrel
g fob 519 & Uere U g3, T 99 8139 H AT offl g 4 g fet ure g3
oT| TRBR DI AT ATV b TR VAt i ' aoTg & b 31T Fa+T Sfea! H §9 Tae
o 3FHSHE R eI DIIRILT R T8 &7 T T GUMT TT8 &2 37 GUMT T8 & Flfch
T b JATYBR b HTeH H & TRDR 3R RIS Sl TUelT R 8, IHh! SATTDRI
< T ST AR BTRTT HR Fehell 8 ... (SITHT) 3T BUT FTE & b STeh AXDR
S "ol 81 W8 8, S U AT ATGH! FeT & JAfIbR b HIEIH I HIT el &
...(STIYT) =AM, 3R e, .. (ae) St IR & J1edd | uaT 9l fh <97 &
TMHERT TR 530 7 fobam fager SR fopu. . (s <t IR & ATea™ & uaT Il
& fob Euet, ST o1 R dTel 8, I @18 H 81 ... (TIHT) T S I8 BI? 37T JT B
PR B FT ...(PRIEE-gArd d Afaferd T8l fhar Tm) s ET aEd 82
....(CTTHTT) T bl feIDR TgT TS B 8. (TTHT)

# 3TTORT PHET TATE 8, B (Ul Urd ATl H <l & fob ot ARIch A S
BfATeRT Y FRIfR 781 &1 TS .. (TaeT) <RIy &< 81 38T 2. (aeT)
IR Tl (S O3, aes): SIS 3Tefl Sft, TRIR & tss S|

...(cTFgr)
e STf+eT 3elt (3FRIT): A G Y & Area &1 31T O guTd 81 3 G T =78
TTE. . .(STTET)
AT FHTART: 3 Gl 3T IR BT T Iy

...(cTFgr)
Ppex ILT 3fell (3FRIGN): 3 PO T H T ST of Y, o W o
&SI, .. (SFeTT) T ol ShefeT ForT UR UTeal o171 I8 81 AT dTel ach 4 fauel & dlet
qR AT ITaet SR ... (FaETT) SeT AT G Y 781 &1, .. ()
AT AHTART: 31T WRR BT UgT DT

...(cTaa)




22.07.2019 Dir (VP)/Rjn Uncorrected / Not for Publication 329

PR ST 37T (STRIET): S B9 H STd A1 H3AT qletl, STe TRy JerT =it
el dr &7 off 0 & feved vl ... (aeT) T8 7 A fob YT 38R &9 & ar 31
BN ﬁgmslm @ 1 This is not the way to run the parliamentary democracy
in this country. Enough is enough. You want to bulldoze every institution. You
want to bulldoze everybody’s voice. & AN el &1 &4 &, 2fdheT ST B ST T B
R =7 ST 1R 2T 8, 89 ST I8T R f7afe i, el 81 8% 9o ol 81 9]

TET 3SR HoiT Sf ¥ e fop IehT !, TR Bl 3TV 35S T 1T &t
g, TG IRch P UReTeT T8l &R Hebdl, FAIh AIC T G b Tl DIsRT Bl
SIS PIC 7 Dol &1 STl &l
(1540/MK/SM)

& 3{TTch HTETH 3 el <Ted & fob SRR T getarer HIe & (SRS Bic
o deiol T8 81, 89 8T Sl Sfofave &R @ &, R R 18 § HemMfen wseufcr Sif gax
NI 8, T U Uere AT FSRIST ol IS H delsl w18l febalT ST, 31T fehep! THRTE
R eI DI PR X8 872 ATY T 3TYhi T §1SUSH WeH PRAT B &, 3T JAdR
ICHHT AR & fob 3T ST TS IhT SRR JST e &, 919 ATe FeIeh! TIEaTs H g
PR PR Tl ol AT H 37 AN SHD! STST[C S TeTT IR I8 & FAN1h TS-a A
37 TTeh 13T T TR b Tac & SOR gU &1 38 T 31T ATeHT Ht e 1l
PR T 8 H U HEAT ATSAT § b 319 &H 3eh! (-1 YR Aeh 181 URT T 81 T
& fob I AIFT 1S off SHIhCD SRTTIAT 39 S H BleT A8 arad &l fUsel Ui aut
b BRIbIcT H gThMHe DRI Bl Fgfeh el g3, ol 78] g3? FP foTq AN IR-GR
T BIE T T, Fifch AR TR hoeRy T FRYfhaT X oRich A 8T ST, el
S ORI BRI BIMIT AT AT TRTINGD SATET FeTU BTIRTeT bR AT 81 I 3T ANTREDT
T o I R G A1ed &1 T Tel ATed & b S <2 o 37H AFINDT DT AYDR,
RRIHCH, 3 QU H ST AT 3R &RIshe™ et auel] B 8, Ib IR H o el
ST I T & JAYBR DI WH PRAT d18c 8l H 3D HAEgH F DR A 3R
TRDR &b Al Sif A U qR R 3TiieT =T AT foh 39 SHSHE et bl arosy ol §
g7e1 Q&G & AT U ST WeH PRAT 8| TgI-9gd T-IdTa|

(sfer)
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1543 hours

SHRI SUNIL DATTATRAY TATKARE (RAIGAD): Sir, after Independence, a
historical law, the RTI Act was brought in by the then UPA, under the
chairmanship of hon. Shrimati Sonia Ji for giving basic right to the common man
of this country.

| recall those days when | was a part of the Cabinet of Maharashtra
Government. Shri Anna Hazare, social activist, started this movement in
Maharashtra. That created a history in the country.

Today, the Fundamental Right, the Right to Information is in jeopardy. The
Bill provides for the Centre to prescribe the term of office, salaries, allowances
and other terms and conditions of service of Chief Information Commissioner
and Information Commissioners who are now dependent on the Centre for their
salaries and jobs.

The present Bill takes away statutory parity of Information Commissioners
with Election Commissioners in terms of tenure and service conditions.
Autonomy of Information Commissions is at risk by the direct attack by the
Centre on citizens’ right to know and right to information. By taking away their
autonomy, the Bill is diluting these powers to Information Commissioners.

Shri Wajahat Habibullah, the country’s first Chief Election Commissioner
said: “The status of EC was given to the organisation as it was Government’s
own watchdog of its own functioning.” He also said: “It is not a question of
whether Central State Information Commissions are constitutional bodies or not
but they are supposed to give a neutral and unbiased reports on the functioning
of the Government and its constituents which is not possible without these
powers.”

(1545/AK/YSH)

The CVC and Lokpal were accorded high stature, and their terms of
service was protected by equating it to the functionaries of constitutional bodies
to protect the autonomy of independent statutory oversight bodies.

In June 2017, through the Finance Act, the Central Government upgraded
the salaries and allowances of the Chairpersons and Members of 19 tribunals
and adjudicating authorities. The salaries of the High Court and Supreme Court
Judges were upgraded six months later, which was gazetted in January 2018. If
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upgrading the salaries of officers of tribunals can take precedence over
increasing the salaries of High Court and Supreme Court Judges, then the
Centre’s justification that the Information Commissions being statutory
authorities cannot be treated on par with constitutional authorities like the ECI,
does not stand.

The Centre usurping for itself the power to decide even the tenure,
salaries and allowances of the Information Commissioners of the State
Information Commissions raises key issues of federalism. The proposed
amendments seek to vest excessive powers of delegated legislation with the
Central Government. The amendment proposals are a blow to the federal
scheme of the RTI Act.

Two sets of laws are made applicable to salaries paid in the State
Information Commissions, that is, one made by the State Governments for
Members of the State Information Commissions under Section 27 (2) of the RTI
Act, and the second, which the Central Government hopes to make for the State
Information Commissioners under this Bill. Further, the salaries of Information
Commissioners in the States are paid out of the Consolidated Fund of the
concerned State over which the Central Government has no control. So, by
framing the guidelines for salaries and terms of service of the State Information
Commission Members, the Centre will be implicitly deciding the money that will
be charged from the State Consolidated Fund. This is a clear example of
Centre’s overreach of its powers.

The Standing Committee noted that :

“The Information Commission is an important creation under the
Act, which will execute the laudable scheme of the legislation. It
should, therefore, be ensured that it functions with utmost
independence and autonomy.”.

While the NDA Government talks about minimum Government and
maximum governance, its actions, by proposing these amendments to the RTI
Bill, negate accountability.

Even before the draft RTI (Amendment) Bill was tabled in the Parliament
in 2018, the nodal Department for RTI, namely, the Department of Personnel
and Training had issued an advertisement to fill-up vacancies in the Central
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Information Commission. The advertisement said that the salaries and tenure of
the new appointments will be as may be specified by the Government instead of
the current position, which is salary and allowances equal to that of the Election
Commissioners and a tenure of five years. The advertisement does not even
mention about the number of vacancies that are going to be filled up. The
proposed amendments may violate the Information Commissioner’s right to be
treated equally by the law as guaranteed under Article 14 of the Constitution.

The Information Commission performs quasi-judicial functions much like
the statutory tribunals and adjudicating authorities whose salaries were hiked in
June 2017. In fact, except the NGT and the Film Certification Appellate Tribunal,
none of the other statutory tribunals or adjudicating authorities deal with matters
of fundamental rights. There is no reason why the Information Commissioners
should be subjected to a different treatment. So, the amendment proposals do
not answer satisfactorily the test of intelligible differentia, which is a requirement
for treating unequal differently under Article 14 of the Constitution of India.

Why are quasi-judicial bodies like the Information Commission being
treated differently from other statutory tribunals in matters relating to salary and
terms of service? The primary stakeholders, namely, citizens and Information
Commissions were not consulted on these RTlI amendment proposals. So, we
strongly oppose these amendments. Thank you very much, Sir.

(ends)
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(1550/RPS/SPR)
1550 &of
oY fersu =7 et (ISRTE): T SfY, § e BT JAfRpR Geg faede, 2019 H
AT H PO el TTed § ARCIATS TFe W <9 § g9 2005 H AT g3l Ufeelisn
3TRITREY T SIRAUNRT TR ThTIUC AT T ftharT R o folq STa T T ST R 2T
T ST AT IRPR P BT 31N FMET H URSIAT & BT H Ueh §<T URI ATl 59D
eI A YEER P RIelth g7 had fofdT 1T feb 9 H YER T by RehT ST Hebell
81 JTRCI3ITS TS & HTEH 4 89 39 a2 H 311 ¢ & 3R H 7T § fob 59 Aread
Q9T A FST URE ST 81 AT 39 YR T 5 3NT, SIRIUNT 3R Uepraucferee
Y TICHTIEC R DT DT RIS TFC S HIEIH H 22T H 53T 81 TRI bl fgHigul
AT HBRIHD TS DT ITRIF PR bl T 4 el &b HTedH J <2 H 83T 6
TRTT § ST T 9RIERT Y deil, I8 1 59 U & H1egH 9 §31T 8l $9feTy
TR 10T & TR ! gdlcTied PRdb, SFfed Pl AieTed B BT HIRT
$9 UarC o HTEH A BT 81 31T ST fet IrReIeT febarm 11T &, $90 R iR 9 &1 aireil abl
Il fehaT TIT 81 ARCISATE Yare b AT TR R b Tl i TS &1 THH &I
AT AT, FoT IR T 1T b T 3TYhi Bl AR olehx AaT 2t H gRac
P DI T P TS B

9 faeT & Rath S 911 IR Wi foham 17 & o5 SehT Ja o, S g+ auf o
iR T&T BT TS, 31T 9 IR H 39 e H THSHT DN, ITh! B P 3T §ie
T SR S foieT o TR feham 1T 81 SURT TTaeli Sieh! Tersl & IR H 81 Tg el
PRSI TCAT T8 8, Teb TCIC] Al 8, olfchT el 7 el g3 Ueh TEANT Gl
o ST T i HIRT 997 foieT o AT A T 11T &, 8 99 <91 b foTq agdf Hecayuf &
& 39 SECICYY i H of [T <Ted 81 T 89 AT ARYch Bl <2 H oFTIIR I8! e
el fob gardldeic T golder BHISH AT Ih! oI Yokl BIMlY, g8 Sedidelc ¢ Selara
IS SIS AT SaieiT He<aqul &, IH H2Th S BT SN, AT FAT it =1 i
feT TRl febarm & ST ey feU €, & H1eg™ 9§ fohar T 81 3 JreHed dhae
W%%sﬂwwaﬁéﬂ#sﬂ?wm STRIT STU| HRDBR e IE H2TT & fob Fef-ie
AT & SFTAR HAETITeh TV SR FIT A B P bRl I8 TIRT 397 FHSHT
et & HTeRd 9 fohaT 1T 81 ARDBR b1 HIFHT & fob ISTTi ehl Jam ot 81 Hebell 8, STe
TRBRT T H TR T UTer &1l

T b ATUDBR AR P P& TTaer=i H, [RINeR I a1 AR, Fa]
3TYh, Yo ol 3Rth W 3 ol 3TRYh b BIIBIA DI fafey, JaT ot G
PRI B | H Sfd 81 TfeT, TMT o T v DR DT YT §HD qTeTH
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3 3T 81 37CT: WRPR I8 TG cIehx ST TATE| & b Ieh ST § Fa b Jrafey
Uq [T 9Tt I &Y, S IRBR T & JTeTs F dred 81 39 IMeHe N I8 ot der R ?
fo5 I ¥ I ySIRIGRY HRRA 8, 39 R A TaR & fudia uma &) g
RIS & IR H ST SHSHSH BN, ITH VAT T8l 81T fd IeTehl Ugel bl Ha o Tt
Y gpR Y HHT 81 a¥ 2005 F Tere g9 b §1¢ Y, S g db 85 ! oo b
I 8T T UTU &, J7TST 597 foeT &b HTEIT I Uep T URdH 3R 3 2k I T
P T foeT & ATEIT I & I8 81 &9 30 JNe ST & JTedq I RTINS Tae Bl
31IR 31ffeh 2Th ST T YR PR X8 &1 39 [T, H G Ueb IR R Dl AR A
A1 SiT T 99TS <l §Y, 39 el T G PR §| gIael

(sfer)
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(1555/UB/RAJ)

1555 hours

SHRI KARTI P. CHIDAMBARAM (SIVAGANGA): Sir, in 2005, when the RTI Act
was brought, it was a landmark legislation in the Indian history.

In a country where the Government and the citizens are far removed from
each other and the decision-making process remains an elusive mystery to most
of the citizens who do not involve themselves in the mechanism of the decision
making of the Government, the RTI Act was a breath of fresh air. It opened up
the decision-making process to public scrutiny and over 2.5 crore applications
have been filed till date in the country to persistently ask questions across the
spectrum from village ration shops to the unemployment figures of the
Government and demonetisation, etc..

The Act brought about a revolution and demanded accountability at a level
that has never ever existed before. As such, it is not surprising that this kind of
power vested in the hands of common citizens makes the Government
uncomfortable and people are getting killed for asking these uncomfortable
qguestions.

As my senior colleague, Dr. Shashi Tharoor said, over eighty activists
have been killed in India for asking uncomfortable questions. There has also
been a rise in the number of RTI applications being rejected by the public
authorities who outrightly refused to disclose the information which people want
to get. In 2015-16, over 64,000 applications were rejected.

The Government’s non-committal attitude towards public accountability is
also reflected in its move to slash the budgetary allocations to the Central
Information Commission by 38 per cent in this year’'s Union Budget.

Sir, trust in the Government and politics is at an all-time low and the key
to restoring trust is ‘transparency’. People need to be able to see what their
elected representatives are doing, how and why the decisions are taken.

The RTI Act kicked off a movement from a purely representative
democracy to a participative one. Democracy is not about just voting for your
favourite party or preferred MP candidate to elect the Prime Minister of your
choice, it is about participating actively in the decision-making process.
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It is incumbent upon each Government to strengthen the foundation of
accountability laid down by the RTI Act and improve upon them. The
Amendment Bill proposed by the hon. Minister and this Government however is
a step in the opposite direction and it threatens not just to undo an over-a-
decade’s worth of progress but whittle and decimate the very spirit of RTI. It is
regressive. The bureaucracy is filled with Humphrey Applebys of this world who
are masters of obfuscation.

The proposed amendments block out the fresh air and the ray of sunshine
— accountability and transparency in a system riddled with inefficiency. Sir, |
oppose the Bill on the following grounds:

My senior colleague, Dr. Tharoor, my erudite colleague, Mr. Raja and
Saugata dada, all have enunciated the same points but | would still like to
reiterate.

First, it undermines the independence and autonomy of the Information
Commissioners. How is the Institution supposed to do its job when the terms
and conditions of the service of its officers are directly controlled by the
Government? This is an attempt by the Government to structurally shut down
the organs of a free society.

Second, the Centre seeks to usurp powers to decide the salary, tenure
and allowances of Information Commissioners of the State Information
Commissions. However, the salaries of the SIC is paid out of the Consolidated
Funds of the respective States. Neither Parliament, nor does the Centre have
power or control over the Consolidated Fund of any State. This is an attempt to
kill not only the citizens’ right to know but also the federal structure of our country.

Third, there was a glaring absence of any kind of public consultation. In
the past, when the text of the RTI Bill was drafted in 2004, when the RTI rules
were drafted in 2005 and replaced in 2012, and more recently, when they were
sought to be amended in April 2017, the draft proposals were placed in the public
domain for consultation. However, this time round, not only were there no
consultations with stakeholders involved concerned — civil society organisations
and the like — but also the House woke up to the news of the Bill for the first time
on the very day it was introduced. How can a Bill that proposes to significantly
alter fundamental rights of the citizens be introduced without consultation with
the stakeholders themselves?
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(1600/KMR/PC)

Fourth, this is in direct violation of the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy
of 2014 which mandates that a draft Bill be placed in the public domain for 30
days.

Fifth, the Bill, as has been the trend this session, bypassed any
examination by the Standing Committee. This demonstrates the desperation to
pass the amendments without even proper parliamentary scrutiny.

Sixth, the Government suggests that since the Election Commission is a
Constitutional body and the Information Commission is a statutory body, their
service conditions must also be different. There is, however, nothing preventing
any law from securing tenure and protecting terms of service of statutory
regulatory bodies by equating them to functionaries of Constitutional bodies. In
fact, this practice is being followed for various institutions, including the CVC and
the Lokpal. Therefore, the very reason given by the Government for the
proposed amendments is fallacious.

Seventh, the amendments would affect the way the Right to Information
is enforced. The Right to Information Act, as it stands today, is used in a very
decentralised manner. The Government has found a centralised way of
incapacitating the law. With the Commissions and their independence
compromised, where does a citizen go for enforcement of his right to
information?

Sir, the Ruling Party — the BJP — has 303 MPs in this House and 303 has
many connotations. IPC 303, many lawyers here would know, refers to the death
sentence. | hope the Government will not use their 303 to give a death sentence
to the spirit of RTI.

There is a former Commissioner of Police in this House; 303 also refers
to the standard issue rifle, which is used to by the constables even today. The
303 rifle was used by the brutal Gen Dyer to commit the horrendous massacre
at Jallianwala Bagh. | hope the Government does not use its 303 to massacre
the spirit of the RTI.

Please, Mr. Minister, withdraw this Bill.

(ends)
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1602 hours

SHRI JAYADEV GALLA (GUNTUR): Sir, | rise to oppose the Bill moved by Shri
Jitendra Singh Ji as the proposed amendments weaken the very basic tenets of
the institution of Right to Information.

It looks like the Government wants to control the term of office, the
salaries, the allowances and other terms and conditions of service of the Chief
Information Commissioner, the State CIOs, the Information Commissioners and
the State Information Commissioners. The Government can then make them
dance according to their own tune because they will not be able to function
independently.

Sir, after the Modi 2.0 Government has assumed office, it has passed as
many as 11 Bills without any legislative scrutiny or sending to Standing
Committees.

1603 hours (Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar in the Chair)

Brute majority, Madam, does not mean that you should act brutally. This
is unfair to democracy and | would like to advise the Government to desist from
using brute force.

| would also like to bring to the notice of this august House and to Shri
Jitendra Singh Ji that he is going to be bringing amendments also to the CVC
Act and to the Lokpal Act. That is because paragraph 4 of the Statement of
Objects and Reasons of the Bill says,

“The functions being carried out by the Election Commission of
India and the Central and State Information Commissions are totally
different. The Election Commission is a constitutional body ... On
the other hand, the Central Information Commission and State
Information Commissions are statutory bodies established under
the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. Therefore, the
mandate of Election Commission of India and Central and State
Information Commissions are different. Hence, their status and
service conditions need to be rationalised accordingly.”

This shows that amendments will probably be brought to even the CVC
Act and the Lokpal Act on the same justification. That is what | am anticipating
and asking the House to be aware of. If this is the justification being used by the
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Government to take the CIC into their hands through this Bill, the Government
can also use the same justification, as | said, to amend the CVC Act and the
Lokpal Act, as they are also not Constitutional bodies.

(1605/SNT/SPS)

Do we want to accept this justification which will dilute the independence
of all these important bodies? This is the question we need to ask ourselves.

| would like to make a final point which relates to the information being
provided or rather not being provided or being denied under the Right to
Information. Madam, the term ‘record’ in the RTI Act is defined but the Act does
not define what constitutes a classified record and the Government has been
denying information under the RTI, citing it as classified.

| request the hon. Minister to define what is classified and what is not
classified, so that the citizens of this country know what can they rightfully
demand through RTI and what they cannot. Today, it is ambiguous and the
Government has to clear that ambiguity.

So, | request the Minister to send the Bill to the Standing Committee and
to withdraw the Bill as it dilutes the RTI Act.

Thank you, Madam.

(ends)
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1601 hours

SHRIMATI SUNITA DUGGAL (SIRSA): Hon. Chairperson, Madam, thanks for
bestowing me the opportunity to speak on the Right to Information (Amendment)
Bill, 2019.

This Bill is to amend the Right to Information Act, 2005 structurally.
Undoubtedly, the RTI Act is seen as a powerful tool for citizens’ empowerment.
It is an actual personification of the Right to Information for the citizens of the
largest democracy of the world. Accountability and transparency are the two
important steps for any democracy wanting to climb the stairs of success and
the above-mentioned Act ensures both the things. In the same way, our
Government, under the leadership of hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi ji
also impressed upon the same, that is, accountability as well as transparency.
Therefore, this is the need of hour to correct certain anomalies in the RTI Act
and the Government is determined to strengthen the Act by the proposed
Amendment Bill. In no way, | would like to emphasise, in no way, it is going to
dilute the Act, rather it is as concentrated as the hydrochloric acid and you
cannot touch it. If you touch it, you will get your hand burnt.

So, the amendment pertains to sections 13, 16 and 27. | would like to say
what these sections are saying. Section 13 says that, the Chief Information
Commissioner and every Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term
of five years or till they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier and shall
not be eligible for reappointment. It further provides that the salaries and
allowances and other terms and conditions of service of the Chief Information
Commissioner and Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the
Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioner respectively.

Similarly, Section 16 talks about the State Chief Information
Commissioner as well as State Information Commissioner. The salaries and
allowances and other terms and conditions of service of the State Chief
Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioner shall be the
same as that of the Election Commissioner of the State and the Chief Secretary
of the State Government respectively. So, these are the two sections, Section
13 and Section 16, which are being amended in this Bill.

Mr. Raja said this is the era of this and that. | am really very surprised to
know this. | think, this is the era of transparency; this is the era of accountability;
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this is the era of hardwork; and this is the era of anti-corruption. He was saying
that we are going to make this Act ... (Not recorded). These are derogatory as
well as feminist comments. | want that he should apologise for saying this.
...(Interruptions) He is saying that by these amendments, we are going to make
the Act ... (Not recorded). What does he want to say? Housemaids are also
human beings. ...(Interruptions)

(1610/KDS/GM)

fieex gTfrer 31, 31T =T 9iet <8 872
AT STHTART (ST, BTl O SRRATGIR): 3T AU H 1T 7l HRY| HUAT TR
Pl TS BT
At Gt §rTet (RARRAT): @8 oY Ueb 31ar it Uy el 3ATQ1 & A ¥ 31T 3791
...(PRIATE-gT=d A AfPAfeTd el febar Tl el TiRE foram 8311 Ug oidl dl 4T 4 o
=T P T I b 37U 59 TFS b IR H P STFeRT UTH &1 &1 HHTeT bl J1cl & feb
J8T R S gfgoitd! AT &S U &l

YT A1, S 3R P8 AT T8 8l Y13, YFeH-16 UUS Haer-27,
31T 8 SRAY b 519 A T8 Uare 3T &, I 918 I g 3SR 92 URACT RIS o &l
P 31 ST T 81 3FR 31T ST JdT heAT T 8, Al aI § Alhs] Bledy
31T, SR B9 fooar RiE SiT 311Y, SRY 89 311T1 15 Tet & sgRIsheiT & At 3T
qTehT off, S BIedhy 3T AR JTURTIAT SiT 31TS, oifehT ST I T8 & fdh Uset 60
AT I TR F Uit g 3R AP 91 R e A 85 A S1arel| BiHeR of 3R
U STHRHLA HHSR BT Al fFret ST . .. (TTE)
AT AHTART : HUT el & IR § FT|
SRt g e (Ravea): G e, . (@qer)| gelifely § ehedl g fb I8 ar
T 8. .. ()| AR T, HUdT 3T (e T iy
AT @UTUFT : 31T WAt §6 ST18U
St AT et (A=) B8R fobeT HaR 3t arfefae U & S 3T oot
BT BRI PR 82 399 3 et W &2 ... (ae™)|
AR TR : 31T foeT & R § 91 Hifr foer o= =t 81 <& 2
St T grTer (Rawe): e, # e R 21 o8 21 g1 it ol Ry aretrse,
Rth IeT IR fha=T 89T I1RT, 39d R & MHeHT & 31N I 18 IR o UET
DRI @R 38 & o ST J1SC ¢ SN Uae Cicell Qalforer 8l 11T, Sicel! @ 8l Tl
..(TTIF)| 79 uger oY FeT & i I8 ST & oS &, AT foh erssiaaiRe
VRIS 1T 81 3d! Y BT TN Al 81T STeT ST 81 Jlh ST o I Sl IC ¢
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ST QT &, 98 ST &l TSI 8l 3 H I8 dHeT ATl b SHD 3R W AN
3dTSe B ATRY i HaT |1a A 311U .. (SFFET)| PUAT FFY, 99 U e

AT FHTAfT « 31T fhfHer hifsTul

Srit AT §Ter (Risem): HeH, g9 I8 Ifier & fob g U i ardise 8l
IRV S a7 AT H 1Y, FANfP TS T § 9T Pl I o T ITeAT Toe 81 SN Padl &
5 :

“grg Y, fa=ar AT, 79a1 JuRaTE|
fSrepT & T8l dTfev, g8 AuTel & emsll”

& V-0 T S 118N, ST BIT T 87 =8l Usel 3R A 60 ATl &l 39 b
AR DT &, I I1E H 3 AT S & PR P FHI H T §IAT? AT RIshed T
8l 3R I RReH & T8 37T AeRIoT (e, STATSS! il Sy H deT ared! g,
o BHRY ARBR 7 T8 IFTBT D (BT & T 3P 3SR T8 SFHSHE oldhr 3T 8l H AR
HHIT T Ho AT R et it 3R A 5 S Bl ggd-95a JaReaTE 3R

gATE T TTEd! g g ae

(sfer)
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1613 hours

SHRI P. R. NATARAJAN (COIMBATORE): Hon. Chairperson, Madam, first of
all, | oppose the Bill. The power of the Legislature should not be allowed to be
taken over by the Executive.

Secondly, the Information Commission is given salary for its functions.
That should not be compared with the Election Commission. Don’t try to dilute
the power of the original Bill enacted by the UPA in tune with the Common
Minimum Programme. | oppose this Bill. Don’t try to weaken the federal set up
of this country. Don’t try to take away the state’s autonomy. | request the Minister
to withdraw the Bill.

(ends)
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1614 hours

SHRI HASNAIN MASOODI (ANANTNAG): Hon. Chairperson, Madam, the year
2005 witnessed the second important milestone in our journey of democracy.
On 26" January, 1950 we gave ourselves a Constitution, the Constitution that
enshrined the Constitutional ideals, the core values and also identified the
Constitutional goals and also mapped out the journey. We have to follow them
to achieve those goals.

(1615/RSG/MM)

The second important milestone came after 55 years, in 2005 in the shape
of the Right to Information Act. The Right to Information Act is second in
importance only to the Constitution of India because it gives people the right to
participate in the democracy and the right to have equal participation in
governance. So, in no case could the importance of the Right to Information Act
be downplayed.

Whenever we go for amendments to an Act, the intention is to address a
problem that is witnessed while implementing the Act. In this case, we are not
able to understand what is the problem to be addressed, except the problem if
any is to see that the Act is not implemented in the right spirit.

What are the compelling reasons to go for this kind of an amendment? No
answers are coming forward. The Act itself in total clarity says what the terms
and conditions of the Chief Information Commissioner and the Information
Commissioners should be. So, what is the need to go for this kind of an
amendment? What were the difficulties confronted that are now tried to be
addressed? What is the necessity to have a statutorily-guaranteed terms and
conditions? It is to insulate the statutory body against any onslaught. It is to
provide for its institutional autonomy. But what is now proposed to be done is to
leave scope for assaulting the autonomy of an important institution that is vital
to our democracy.

What are the reasons being given? The reasons being put forth are that
the Commission is not equivalent to the Election Commission and the
Commission cannot be equated with a particular commission but that is nowhere
the intention of the parent Act. The parent Act, in order to guarantee the terms
and conditions of the Commission, links the Commissioners’ salary with one
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other statutory body. There is no problem with it. That is done in a number of
cases where the terms and conditions are linked with another statutory body
without leaving any scope for a necessity to have amendments day in and day
out. So, whatever reasons are being given in support of this amendment are far
from convincing and do not convince anyone.

What the Government intends to do is to achieve indirectly what they
cannot achieve directly, to have control over the terms and conditions and
whenever they find that someone who mans the position does not conform to
whatever is required of him, just to change the rules; you have not to come to
Parliament but you have to go to the rules and change the rules to slash down
the salary that is being given or slash down the term or tenure.

The RTI Act is intended to make our democracy vibrant and alive. It is
heartening and encouraging to see that 25 million people have made use of this
Act during the last 15 years. This is the most often used piece of legislation by
the people to have a say in governance and to have access to information. What
is being done now by this amendment? This is not the only law that is being dealt
with like this. We have the Consumer Protection Act. There again for the
Chairpersons or Presidents of the National Commission, it was earlier provided
that they should have some judicial experience at a particular level; now that is
tried to be done away with. All the institutions are assaulted in this manner. This
is the pattern now followed in almost all the cases. So, | would make a request
to the hon. Minister. This Bill impacts and is going to have some kind of an effect
on generations to come and on our polity across the board. | would request the
hon. Minister to withdraw this. | do not want Jammu and Kashmir to be in any
way associated with this where the day, 22" July, 2019 becomes the day when
a lethal blow was dealt to this important piece of legislation.

Thank you very much.

(ends)
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(1620/RK/SJN)

1620 hours

SHRI E.T. MOHAMMED BASHEER (PONNANI): Thank you, Madam, for giving me
this opportunity. As correctly pointed out by the former speaker, the parent Act was
enacted during the tenure of the UPA Government. It was the most progressive
legislation this country has ever seen. It was the most powerful weapon to fight
corruption. It empowered the citizens of India to know what is happening in the
country. The powers exercised by the MPs and MLAs were handed over to the
ordinary citizens of India and that is why this legislation was known as the most
revolutionary legislation as far as this country is concerned.

The Government’s action now shows that, through this Bill, it is trying to take
away various departments from the purview of the RTI Act. To demoralise the RTI
activists, they are being tortured in different parts of India. The fact remains that this
Government hates the RTI Act because it prefers darkness instead of transparency.
The Government desires to make this autonomous body as a Department where it
can decide the salary structure and the status of Commissioners at the State and the
Central levels. The Government wants the transparency to disappear and everything
should be done behind the curtain.

Nowadays, information is not being given properly. When citizens filed RTI
appeals about demonetisation with the Reserve Bank of India, the information was
refused citing technical reasons. We all know that in 2017 the Indian Air Force also
denied an RTI request and refused to release crucial information relating to the
pricing of a deal for 36 Rafale aircraft finalised between India and France. That
information was never revealed. The Government did not want to give the
information and want to hide it from public. We have to realise this nature of the
Government.

Another important area of concern is the vacancy. Since coming to office in
2014, the BJP Government has delayed making crucial appointments to the CIC;
eight out of 11 posts for Information Commissioners remained vacant. At present,
more than 26,000 information appeals lie pending before the Commission. The
Government is not taking any initiative to fill up the vacancies.

| would say that this Government is crippling the wings of RTI. Actually, the
Government does not want it. The Government should not do like this. Rather, it
should ensure transparency, which is the basic principle of democracy. Since the
Government is trying to destroy the very frame and essentiality of this Act, |
vehemently oppose this amendment Bill. Thank you very much. (ends)
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(1625/PS/KN)

1625 hours

SHRI K. SUBBARAYAN (TIRUPPUR): Hon. Chairperson, | cannot support this
anti-people amendment. I, in my most firm terms, oppose this Bill because this
Bill aims at diluting the autonomy and powers of the State and Central
Information Commissioners.

The Central Government seeks to arrogate all powers to appoint the
Information Commissioners at the State and Central levels and to decide the
tenure, salary and allowances, etc. This is an affront to federalism which is the
basic tenet of the Indian Constitution. The proposed amendments are regressive
and are aimed at undermining the independence of Information Commissions,
thereby diluting India’s strongest and most widely used framework for
transparency.

The bill intends to defeat the very purpose of the RTI Act, 2005 that is
aimed to strengthen democracy, transparency and good governance. Instead of
further expanding the Right to Information of the citizens, this Bill seeks to create
a rigid governance with powers to decide, to divulge information.

Therefore, | oppose this Bill and urge upon the Government to withdraw it
forthwith.

(ends)
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1626 o

Y TG ST (SSRTETR): TIRA HifealT, § SATUeT YHTSIR § o 37T 7 T8
IR S8R &R bl HIehT [Tl H B3I H U8 el AT feb H 39 A DT JRTferthl
o TSl 8| I8 S U H 39 el @l TRIT T, I8 7 Rith ST UHETHT 3ehard 3iR b
TR NPT 70 1A & 18 10 39 Pl REATRAT TR, dfed 39 R AIDHISR B 10
DY eI SRR UR I HIeTH B ST AT b ¥ §epret AR foTq heTal geharTe &
R Y& Bl JATST T8 gHHcl Ueb 10 DY T SR I SN LT 81 38 37T STl 1s
feb ST foh 18 TR ST RET & fob 10 DU & SREATT WX 37TUeh! 8N IS V& &

AIRHT TR, TERT 91T € & o T8 U 31 e & IS IR Gor el &, dfed
I8 AD-U-T & [ Ueb 311 3TTHT T J&T UR el 8l Y81 & SR 87 Wbl FoTrorel el
< Fepdl| H U8 T e &I § fob Fretfol 2 SFHSHE il Fet1of 4 b TN UGT ST, HISRA
ffeReR =1 I et fob Ueb 3TTSe1T &b ATLIMS. . DT T8l 8l H Iefehl IATT AR, dfeh
JTh H H SO AT AT AT d Blfeiet 8, Ue-fod &, 7R I7ch 59 H oSt
ST 81 I8 I8 & fob FoA BIC 7 IR.EV.3MS & dlocld A I8 HeT P AR.TL.3ATE. Wb
3T &b & 3R TS 8b QMY & fob BAR TS H, TR H ahI 19(1) & 3R
. 31TS. Y. Uh 98T BHIH BT &, I 3MTSAT 8P Pl §AATD &b ATl T FIde BHAIR
g, 7R IhT Sl SRIRT T 8, I8 984 BICT &, g8 HT 19(1) P fher 81 R el
324 BT 99T foedT A8l WR N 81T &, $(eTq H Ig e d1ed § b Ul I8
T, 3MUhT Ig T BTl ST & 3R Toid &1 ST TD! Jal B ol
SR &l

PR 1R, TR a1 I8 8 b §pAT i 77 BT o At el s
<Y TeTEaTE T BT, IHD! AT T BIT? &RT I8 ARBR e Ve & fob g Gfder
TR Bt ol & 3R AR 31T H Hivcxag T [ 3 Ured @l el T foh
CIRSTECTER ST BT, URSIARIfCE 31T 8RN 3R 89 AT &1 38 9, 37 a1 38
%), 3FR I &eh I8 3MR.EV.3ATS. ST Al JebIe gRIehl I I VST fadT STl
AT 89RT AFAT I8 & b At.eng . &l I8 U AR 3% Uty 8 I8 gANY
STEENIC T Uep fUeR &, fTe! §PHT A GR G SHI SRod! & feb TRIS bl thryer
B g, TNI9 DI SATH HeT Geob, S IRDR el T b T Dl 3aTh el

AR IIRH ATRT, I9TR ATEq 7 Hal [ ST &7 SHDT 3MSAT 8 TH
PRAT TATE &, FN1ch AT FeIFeT DTSR P FRATIRIT SfoT b SRR 81 T oI 2 & fob
9 UGT T 31T TaI 5T I8 & b 3TR.S).37S. § ST 23 FT §72 AT I VT bl Faair
o T it Y. 3118 <. & thfet 8T, Re & SIRY 818 DI 7 3R A dIC H deiot fhy
ST 81 3119 IE T e g &, ATT Al Va1 I TARIE &R I8 &
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IR I, FreitoT 3 STHSHE faeT ST areifoT 4 & TT 8, TCT ST PSR Bl
3T IHH eI &R W8 &
(1630/CS/RC)

IS, AT dTeed STeT A & T §7TeT T oith AFER TT ThHH
PHEIR BT THOR B, TR IHD! T8 3R IThT fFare a1 &Y, I8 ety aa
BT TE ISR ST 81 T T8 ISl 245 BT ARIAL ATal 87 FT T§ IeH Pl
3T Y 8T B 8T 872 3N BIF & 81 31T HI &I & STl &l ARPBR P de &b
foTq fob & 8T & TiesaTe &1, 31T fohedt et ardiige HIfSIYl I8 T fegped, TRIER Tetd
gl

TEIGAT, Uah 3R eRA3HINT a1 SR, WWWE‘I As prescribed by the
Government, &l 3R ARG H TCTfor dith PR a9 U, ST a1 SemmafeatTs,
ql Y & B fob &Y, [oIRTe & foTq 3FeRT HREheer BT SR AfHerTg & foru 3T
BITT Y o5 ORI o ST BHTsR dHY T-REATE MY IT o, D! RIS T 9ar
QU 3R AT H 9 R ]

HeH, I U1 &1 Y, H I8 AT §TT %81 g §PH I8 ATeci! & fcb GIhHer
HIR H S UeT fhaT SITul Y S T a2 319 59 ol ool IHTG fdh & 31T 2
|TeT &1 FATE < 37RO ST 3AT0ebT Y3TUTge il g+ o UHT I T G e
DR BN, ST 2 HTeT A U] TRTST BT AT Pls HIST SiT T TR Y Hhel]
£2...(TTYM) 3R ARISH & 1S BT SGRT THOR 81 FabelT &, VAT 81 8T Tal FehaT
gl...(cTgET) 31T 1 9. (Not recorded)eTTehR d1ct & & fob BIfeTIT 3R TH R
Racs e foar, af fiR Ul SERT 3fdfscHe I deox Al fhar
ST ... (ST I8 RaeTd aoil &

S, H T 91T G R & ... (SFTY) 37 PO Iferg T, NI T 8l
gIfeTl. .. (aer) fRReT SfT, m@fs’sﬁaﬂaﬁﬁm (STTYT) 3T TIRT S T &
£? ...(TIYT) 31T G & SN (TIETH)

TUTer, SAR SR Fewgarer w3 (37t fiiRwrsr Rig): &9 i foell & o= ared =18
gl...(aym™)
S} AT SMAAT (FSRTETR): 89 43 81....(FEH) 3779 AMfeTq 1l....(Faer) §
Hes FRATE)...(TTEM) 3T IR Al 31T A FHfeTy] .. (SITET) AT YT b TaRae
HINCELIE)

eI IIRAT IR, T RIS BT W a7 82 IIRSIIATS BT Pl
vt dEdT &, Transparency and accountability E‘qfﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁv‘&ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁl
AT 37T T4 ABIHIT SR VAT BRI R X8 8?2 JeI o TR T8l AT fob 31T
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STRITCRIT 3R YT BTfAeT &R 38 81 As prescribed by the Centre, TT 314 & I
T ST

7, H 3T JNRERT I HeaR TeH I 6T 5l Al DA of R 377E) At
I B RUIE IR §F IRBR 71 a¥ 2017 &b B9 fdal & dad oM eegTes o
TINEATE T NQTATSST [T &7 IF oA PHILH i RUIE F el 1T b Tth gk e
HIAYR B TT T STHHI BIFTSR B, ITh! TdTg T I fFTg H BT TS SITT?
T 31T T PHI BT AT &, 7T 37T 37T bl qFT 8, 31T 7 & al ek 39T goff
P, TAIY H 39 foeT Pl H@TThT PRAT § IR ARBR I SREART PRAT 8 (b T
SR BIT FISY, HR T8 BT HIShebel 3Tt STRTIATS 8T 8T 81 fohaTl
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1633 hours

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Thank you, Madam Chairperson, |
rise to strongly and vehemently oppose this legislation, i.e., Right to Information
(Amendment) Bill, 2019.

This is the blackest day in the legislative history of Indian Parliament.
This is an insult to the Parliament. | will suggest the way in which the Bill is
brought to this House. This is an original Bill and not an amendment Bill. This
Bill was introduced on Friday. Saturday and Sunday were holidays. This Bill
was circulated in the morning of Friday. How could a Member look into the facts
and contents of the Bill so that he can move the amendments?

Today, the Bill has been taken up for consideration. The Parliament is
taken for granted. You pass any law. You are having 303 Members in the
House. You pass any law. We have no objection. We will object democratically
and you could pass it, but the democratic rights of the Members shall never be
curtailed and the Parliament shall not be taken for granted for the sake of or in
the interest of the Government.

Madam, | am opposing this Bill on three grounds. Firstly, it is an insult to
the Constitution of India because the independent and autonomous character of
the Information Authority is being taken away.

(1635/SNB/RV)

It is an insult to the Parliament of India because the legislative supremacy
of the Parliament is being taken away by the Executive. | will elucidate this point
afterwards.

Thirdly, this violates the judgements of the Supreme Court. There are a
series of judgements on this. That means, it is an insult to the judiciary; it is an
insult to the Parliament and above all, it is an insult to the Constitution of India.
That is why | am saying that this is the blackest day in the legislative history of
Indian Parliament.

The original Act was enacted in 2005. | think, in Independent India, this is
one of the most wonderful legislation ever brought. One of the achievements of
the UPA Government was the enactment of the RTI Act. In order to bring about
transparency and accountability in the Government, a revolutionary change took
place in the administrative system in India by way of this Right to Information Act
of 2005. At that time the BJP was in the Opposition and they also agreed,
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supported and approved of this Bill. Why then is this somersault? Why are they
changing the tool?

Madam Chairperson, the proposed amendments seek to undermine the
authority and the independence of the Chief Information Commissioner and the
State Information Commissioner. The independent and the autonomous
character of the Information authorities are under a big threat. The UPA
Chairperson, Shrimati Sonia Gandhi is present here today and that is why | am
saying that a revolutionary change took place in the administration of the
Government through the provisions of the Right to Information Act. The
provisions of this Bill are an effective weapon in the hands of the public and
responsible citizens of this country to make the Government accountable. RTI
Act is a time-bound legislation prescribing statutory timeline for providing the
information.

Madam Chairperson, what are the proposed amendments to the Bill? The
amendments are proposed in clause 2 and clause 3 of the Bill for which | have
given notices of amendments. Unfortunately, those amendments have not come
before the House because of some technical difficulty. The hon. Speaker has
given me time so that | can elucidate on the amendments that | intended to
move. | would not take much time of this august House. If one goes through the
provisions of the Bill, in most of the provisions, almost in all the provisions, it has
been mentioned that the terms and conditions, the tenure of the Chief
Information Commissioner, the tenure of the State Information Commissioner as
well as the salaries and allowances, terms and conditions of services, everything
will be on such terms as may be prescribed by the Central Government.

| would like to know one thing from the hon. Minister, Shri Jitendra Singh
ji for whom we all have high regard. He can very well come to the House and
say that the entire authority is vested with it. Why are the functions not being
detailed? What are the rights and powers of the Chief Information
Commissioner? In all the provisions of the Bill it is being mentioned that "as may
be prescribed by the Central Government’. That means the legislative powers of
the Parliament are being taken away by the Executive just for their self-interest.
That cannot be accepted.

The Parliament has to know the tenure of the Chief Information
Commissioner. Does only the Government and the Executive have that power
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to know about it? Then why does the Government bring such a Bill? The
Government could have then brought a single line Bill saying that the all the
terms, conditions, functions, powers, penalties and everything will be "as may
be prescribed by the Central Government’. That could have been enough. The
Government need not have to come to Parliament. What is meant by legislation?

Hon. Madam Chairperson, | am seeking the protection of hon. Speaker as
also yours. This is quite unfair and unjust and has never been heard of in the
history of Indian Parliament. It is such a Bill where even the tenure of the Chief
Information Commissioner, heading a statutory body, is not known to
Parliament. It will be decided by the Executive and the bureaucrats. What does
it mean? What is the need of the Parliament then? What is the intent of the
Parliament? This is quite unfair.

| would now like to refer to the Supreme Court judgements. | would like to
refer to a judgement of the Supreme Court in a case between Anjali Bhardwaj
versus Union of India. The judgement was delivered on 15" February, 2019.
Even the Government did not disclose anything about this judgement. The
judgement was given by a 2-Judge Division Bench. The court heard the views
of the Government and also all the State Counsels and the position of every
State was elaborately discussed in the case.

(1640/RU/MY)

It is a two-Member Bench headed by honourable judges, Shri S.A.
Nazeer and Shri A. Sikri. Para 67, clause 2 of the judgement under General
Directions for CIC and SCICs says:

‘“In so far as the terms and conditions of appointments are
concerned, no doubt, Section 13(5) of RTI Act states that Chief

Information  Commissioner and the State Information

Commissioners shall be appointed on the same terms and

conditions as applicable to the Chief Election Commission/Election

Commissioner. Atthe same time, it would also be appropriate if the

said terms and conditions on which such appointments are to be
made are specifically stipulated in the advertisement and put on
website as well.”
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Madam Chairperson, it is not only that the qualifications are
well stipulated in the judgement but this is also the latest judgement. The
Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill also mentions it. The hon.
Minister may kindly go through it. Due to paucity of time, | am not reading
it. Have you mentioned anything about the Division Bench judgement of
16™ February, 20197 Just three months back, this judgement has come.
The Division Bench is also saying that the salary, allowances, terms and
everything relating to the Chief Information Commissioner should be in
consonance and equivalent with those of the Chief Election
Commissioner and as regards the State Information Commissioners, they
should be equivalent with those of the Election Commissioner of the State.
This is a directive to the Government of India. What is the clarification
which the Government is going to give us? Both these matters should
have been elucidated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. Nothing
is mentioned here.

Madam, | will read the final part of the judgement. It is the conclusive
part of the judgement which is at para 68.

“This Act is enacted not only to subserve and ensure freedom of
speech”

In the case of S.P. Gupta versus President Of India, a Seven-
Judge Bench of the Supreme Court already dictated and directed that the
right to access to information will come within the purview of article
19(1)(a), that is freedom of speech and expression. So, it is a
fundamental right which is being enshrined in the Constitution. Just like
that, article 21 which is on right to life and personal liberty has also been
discussed in the case of Shri Gupta by a nine-Member Bench of the court.
Finally, the Division Bench says:

“The Act is enacted not only to subserve and ensure freedom of
speech. On proper implementation, it has the potential to bring
about good governance which is an integral part of any vibrant
democracy. Attaining good governance is also one of the visions
of the Constitution. It also has vital connection with the
development. All these aspects are highlighted above.”

357
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In order to attain this goal, the directions have already been given that
the Chief Information Commissioner, State Information Commissioners
shall have the status as being laid before. Madam, | will conclude after
referring to two or three more judgements. My amendments are also
there. In S.P. Gupta versus President of India and others, the seven-
Bench judgement very specifically stated the right to access to information
will come within the purview of article 19(1)(a). | am not quoting the
judgement due to time constraint. Regarding the judgement in the case
of Reliance Petrochemicals Ltd. versus Proprietors of Indian Express
Newspaper, Bombay Pvt. Ltd., it was very elaborately discussed. In the
Union of India versus Association of Democratic Reforms also, it was
discussed.

Finally, the right to get information in democracies recognised
throughout the world is a natural right flowing from the concept of
democracy. The right to access to information is the right to have a vibrant
democracy in our country. Today, the BJP-led NDA Government is trying
to curtail and cut down the wings of the Chief Information Commissioner
and the State Information Commissioners. As rightly said by the hon.
Member, Shri E.T. Mohammed Basheer, if the Chief Information
Commissioner is acting against the whims and fancies of the Government,
definitely, his tenure will be cut off by simply issuing a notification. What
for is it the statutory organisation then?

Madam, the hon. Minister is a very gentleman politician. We humbly
urge upon the hon. Minister to either withdraw the Bill or send the Bill to
the Standing Committee.

With these words, | vehemently oppose the Bill. Thank you very much.

(ends)

358
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(1645/CP/NKL)

1645 o
<. fifRreia o (MrseT): FUIUfT HeleT, 1o J3i 3w T, 39 forg # e
TIATE ST gl F AR AlGT SiT 3R ST ARBR GRT AN TV 39 el & FoelT &
dier & foTg T 81 # fuer & IforIT &t i Je 8T Ml {3 ol & <t 98 @R
foeett &7 @l Tell, S} IRE BT fSTHI 8Y T Tl ...(FTYH) TTfrImic T &l &
€, SHISh! e 81 X8l &, I gf+T e &1 Tl &
31T STH-ShLHR H UTeh IRIUTSS HHR A S @INT 31T 8,  AMRepaT & fory

e IR B 39 Afqe 7 anféaet 35(T), fors Aferer= ofiR forsy arfefamic 3 S9! I8
3N R Pl FOTToId ST TR DI A SHISHHT Sl BRI IGT? ST ST BT SqD
ST ST <A1RYI... () T BRI H f$qHe garr iR T urfelamic
fEHPL GaTTl ... (TTYT) ST TR AR T I&T VT AT §T 3T &, FS-Tahet a1
ST 8, NI PIS AT 781 8, PIg ARIRGAT el 8l ... (STTE)

TEIGAT, I SHIHT PT 91T IR W8 Bl ... (FIg) a9 2014 F PR Y
2019 TP 9 <1 H [T Sarse UTfelamicr dHeT 3R Rielde dHT T a+i, FT IRA
& 3BT H ST SaTSC UTfola™ic dHe T IT Rictae BRI dft 9112 I ooy Gfarer
&I g1 DY 82 IS FURT 899 a8, AT SHISHAT § ST fIaTT o, 89R U H3t Sff
BT fremT 2 Ife Rieiere BT 89 94T, I 8HRT SHIhYT 3R UTfolamie & fagRy 2
Iy 2014 | &R I 2019 TP ST & PHCIST a1, FTaT a5 1952 H ol a¥ 2014
D 11 3T &5 SHIHT DI forerT < I8 872 ... (TTg™)

H 3RETaTS R & 31 W&l § § I8 & 6T § (&b Sl ST Bl b
TS fSITAT 2T FfALT | I T IAdT 1 ITET ATed R JfeSH = St dfde
fm, IHT & IR WX IE U TeTdll 81 3T i T8 Dl ARSIl 8, BICICIFS A1l
81 IfS 3 27 o, fered off, &Ry eff, ST 1 31y dTepdl <A e &, a 31
ST PHHILF B BRI drel FIT T8l FRT? AT 3T Ferder PHHILH Bl
IRE D! TTehd AT T8 o, PR AT A1ed o, Y97 <7 I8 o, ar et
324(T) & AT IFP! AT el ST fodT? F8T &R AR A5 9 g 81 H AU qa1ar g
fh PRI Ffer 324(1) A MSSS &, AT Folara BHILA 81 3MMfEhet 148 A 151,
FgT WS 81 IFp! AT PIeCICYIeT dfsl 84 AT &1 Ao HITSH b HTel IFD! 1
T8l Sire faAT? 31U ST ISR dfel H ST T TIRT F1 {hdT? SHeDT Holed
I8 & fop g1l & & W & B IR R S o A1 J&T PRIl drel Tai a1,
TGt 41T a1l I8 Toogedl diel fbeiT 82 Aet a¥ 1992 & Uere A TgSs 8l Ig
Teh ¥ecgey! diel &l 3ol oRE I Hle1aTTs, TTaraREl, el ol BH e, Toilct, Tt
T ATSIST 81 9T 3ATUeh! oIl & fob I7ep! SfSUSH 8l 87 TSiIc! oIl 8 &l &l
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g, TITIIIRYT & e it T8l & 37 &, a7 AIHI3TTS BT 31T gftee T8l AT 87
...(TTYT) IS A 8, AT $9P I1S 31T 39 INE D a1 FAT BRal 872 T AT TR
AT Bl &, T AT ... (FFETT) ST SIS & b 7 PRIt SISt g1
3R T T ed TSt I G <7 H AR J&I H3AT I ¢Iex HRY AT CAT=T A1
I T &, ST o ShareT Uep Tallargfea TTER 3 83Tl a8 7 diecicget arst off 3iR
T 8 Ty dfSt ol 3T BRUT I §77b! $¥ TRE Pl &< 81 W8T B

34T ORE A XGetedl JTST el AT STl 81 JRATSATS Ueb YWtk dfel &1 7 3110
eTeN] §TST g8, 7 31U DSl §1S! I15] TRl dfe! aTs, THDT HceTd
3TYhT RIST I TRE BT Tl

T, Q3T O FIe ¥ &b ic fopml I 3l et ¥ Suferd 8l 81 I8
TSeheTeT FdTieTthepel &l a1l el $rai- VA-UT §hiHe DiFeR ST, IS g
R PIs AToT 3T T-T, ST 16t 9ad, [IHRT e, SIRT 9aT, ST 9a T, TP o IR
e 81 U8 ATARIe] BT STomc 2l H S oTehx 3TTT 8| I8 ARCISATS Yfdefde & R o
AT PHEAT &7 STDIHI HSR H8 T & fb

“Therefore, the Commission admonishes the appellant for this

misuse of the RTI Act just for the sake of vengeance forcing them
to devote all their valuable time, energy, etc. The appellant had
chosen to send e-mail directly to the Commission. This finally
disposes of all his appeals on this matter, directs the appellant that
he shall not repeat such RTI requests, and directs the respondent
authority not to cause wastage of public resources in responding to
a repeated, frivolous and harassing RTI application from the
appellant.”

(1650/KSP/NK)

IE 39 G T AT ATIT G317 AT, AP TR ST 58T ST fhT, 370
ST A ST ORI et T 81T, $77ehT ST 8Tt 81 I8 AT SIAUIST BT 19 TS,
2010 &, T P& 32 & o & G ddl o o1 ITed &, TRPR TRIIRC T8 &, T
STUISHE = ST & BTl T8 19 SfeTTs, 2010 ST T AlfeitheherT &
I8 Afefheper o &g 38T &, Tater RUIS 3ith Al TiarR sHrgl 34
a<h 3T THET § Fal 317 8T T foh 31y ford R & Srendict &l dictel ax 38
g1 3TTuehT I8 feTs el < a7 AT 3fR Ife favaTs < R8T AT al 9 aeh Jgd 372
ofT| Ff 1Y HR T SgT ST, Al 8 bR <1 S5l BRI ST, H SATUehT &l &7
g, I8 U CIcX &, i I Wshex! I gl foral 31oe fdef | ST oR1y
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fereT o1 BTeTl S8 STRCISATS TS ol IRT 8TcT R [Tl IE fRrgt 22 HS, 2009 T
g, SIaTdICT =1 3 A <fth Ashexl Bl AT, Tf T8 RIS DT I T
g < XA off A1 T8 <ier o i a7 gL ot § ST SifRfed Ut ug <&
g, “Itis observed that the Central Information Commission and some State
Information Commissions are taking decisions on the complaints and
appeals by constituting Benches. The matter has been examined in
consultation with the Department of Legal Affairs who have pointed out
that the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commissions could function through Benches only if there was a specific
provision in the Act regarding constitution of Benches. In view of this legal
position, you are requested to advise the State Information Commission
that decisions on the complaints and appeals should be taken by the State
Information Commission only as per the RTI Act, 2005.” 31T SNIET &
HTET  $H ARG P D ST I8 81 F SISMUIST ol golRI RIfSAT Fare d
T §| A SRCIATS Tere T TFeoll, S SR HToiT ST T &7 T Forgd
AT AT &, B SIT T JTADBR AT ITa & S ITeTy 5T TRBR F 37E & fb
SX BY Bleld H Sfeal ¥ Sfea! URT T 3R Teb heT IR WeIe F18ul ST
faws, ST 9RAl

(sfer)
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1654 o

&Y fcreR BT (UlT): THURT HEIeaT, SO 21 o BT ARDBR (FeATH)
freRTen, 2019 TR Gl T AR T, 3 T AT ITHR Hehe DHRel gl

HEIGT, TRPR & HHBIN D IR § IGH JaleT YB+ Pl TGl Al Dl
alcT 81 a¥ 2005 § I8 DI I §31 TAT HRA b ANRD] DT HaleT J& Pl 8
e fobeg 9 T H a8 At iy off fORT 37 See & A1egq A GUR Rl
TS 8 7T 2T I8 AR o foTT Tep a5l I8T SRUR 81 - DR D H1egH A
YETAR TR T TS ST FhciT 8 ANTNGDT BT FLHIDHRUT IR Dl G I 3R TRPR &
BB H TR AT & foTQ STRETRICT Y AT YT e b Ieed A I§ G
98 &I Jecd I &l

JTTT STRYhI T HAHTeh AT b IRTER it gufeTy T 71T & ciTieh o TeaIel
3R TITITIAT b AT BT PR Heb| T STRhI P T T8 SIIPR 81T & o FaH I
&I UR 33 NI 2T AT < Heb fob I G ob gl T Tl e

YT HEICAT, 59 TG foiet § I8 e T 71T & fob 319 A rsx TRPR
I8 T DT b et AT JATYeh TR AT T SAYeh feberT AT P folg gg R
S AT b AT-49<] U& T bl 3 It URTI e 3eAT(S Sy ARBR GRT (iR et

ST
1655 I (T Srege ORI §7)

S8R 5 I8 Uae HIthl PRIR ATied 81 38T 81 IS 39 Uare § Fe 81 Siar &
Tl TRI R 9 DA & &<l DI I ThelkeRey ST RGB! & THTE H I8 BT
BT et ATferd BT HeTRe T ST & 3ier afe fodY arfereY 7 o HeR i)
T 319 i BT e &l fhaT & ar a8 M S T TRl 8T 37d: Sl ITea &b

wrer & g9 fdlet T e ol &) Eli)

(1655/SRG/SK)

AT 31T I IS, I fIeRId IR it V8 &, UGhY 8l qioT 2l
..(TaY)

AT 3reger: f A1 IS ol [IeRies IR SioiT 8, UG ST & ol § -1
FEHT A 31U BT fob fr8ges Ok URT fofkam §317 Ue & foru e 78l 81 Jlep 2!
...(ETTgH)
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1655 hours
SHRI P. RAVEENDRANATH KUMAR (THENI): Hon. Speaker Sir, thank you for
the opportunity given to me to speak on behalf of my AIADMK Party.

Right to Information Act is not only a tool to receive information from the
public authorities, but it also redresses the grievances of the common people.
When we implement the Right to Information Act effectively with timely response
to applications seeking information, it promotes transparency and accountability
in the working of every public authority. | will conclude shortly.

| hope our hon. Minister will inform this august House about the steps
taken by the Government for finalizing criteria including qualifications, categories
from which the Commissioners will be appointed, structure of salary and
allowances, the purview of the authority of Commissioners being appointed by
the Government.

After passing the Right to Information Act, 2005, it was enforced in my
State of Tamil Nadu in a full-fledged manner by constituting the Tamil Nadu
Information Commission in the year 2006 and from the year of inception to
calendar year 2017, the State Commission has received 30,00,212 applications
and disposed 26,80,689 applications and thereby reached the functionary
percentage at 89.35 per cent.

| am sure that the proposed amendments will make the Commission to
function in a most transparent manner providing information of various public
authorities.

Once again, | suggest the Government to take necessary action for filling
up all vacant posts of Information Commissioners across the country, so as to
reduce the pendency of applications under the RTI Act.

Therefore, | support this Bill.

(ends)
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*SHRI THOL. THIRUMAA VALAVAN (CHIDAMBARAM): Hon. Speaker Sir,
Vanakkam. | strongly oppose this amendment Bill. In this parliamentary
democracy we have done a commendable work in the welfare of the citizens of
this country by ensuring their Right to Information through an Act. We can take
pride and appreciate in calling this Act as a revolutionary measure in our
parliamentary democracy. But on the contrary, this Government is into
dismantling the Organizational structure against the wishes of the people and
snatching away the rights of citizen to information. The powers of Chief
Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioner are being
diluted. This Government has introduced amendments in such a way that these
Information Commissioners can be removed from the posts at any point of time
and can be threatened. The BJP Government wants to create a situation in
which they can appoint any persons of their choice in such posts. This is a
dishonesty on the part the Government which is against the voters and citizens
of this country. Therefore, if this is a pro-people Government, which has faith
complete on democracy, it should only try to strengthen the Act instead
weakening it. | want to stress that the Government should never indulge in
diluting the provisions of this Act. | strongly condemn and oppose the move of
this BJP Government in bringing such an amendment Bill against the wishes of
the voters, citizens and people of this country. This is something that will destroy
the basic structure of our Constitution. Hon. Supreme Court in its verdict has
categorically stated that the Government can bring changes or amendments to
the Constitution without affecting its basic structure. This is more important. This
Government has brought this Bill affecting the basic structure of our Constitution.
Hence this Government is against the interests of the people of this country. This
Government is against the democracy, democratic values and the constitution
of India. | therefore urge upon the Hon Minister to withdraw this amendment Bill
or refer it to the Standing Committee of Parliament for further consideration.
Thank you for this opportunity. Vanakkam. (ends)

* Original in Tamil
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(1700/MK/RP)

1700 o7

. forivs Rig: g=are sreger w8ied) 3 59 ol &l &g e 9§ G I8 AT 397 o

AT ST = YT foldT ST MR 81 BT S1R<T & fob ey Ugel § FaahT A

AP, IGDI TaIfeTorHe ol Mo & o1fdr oRew Sft, oY SFefegeT urer Sit,

ST QRIS S, OY. AN 1, St g 0 <] ST, #f A7 S, i qeane Ared, St arfer

31ett, St aximr, At fasoy &x7 9mf, &t il Rieraed, 2 Sraed, ST gHIT g,

T ISR, 2 &6 7], #f §.8 Aeme 99k, 4 GearrE, et dree,

T O, b, s Sit, #fY fHifRrepict gor Sft, &t e Sft, 21 ¥fems it v 27 gera Sft
e Ugel g AT 2R SfY Bl ggaTe Rl &, e i Tt el 3R Tl He

called me a decent man. So, | am pleasantly delighted to learn this about

myself. And | am sure, the other Members of the House will also take him
seriously.

DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): We encourage you to
behave like a decent man.

DR. JITENDRA SINGH: Along with that, Sougata da has also been a source of
inspiration. He called me a nice man. As far as Premachandran ji is
concerned, we have been academically interacting for many years. He called
me a gentleman. So, | am carrying home these three compliments very
seriously because they come very seldom across the floor. D AIRD qgd
Sipr-feqult g3, Po-38 ThrEM! il 83 | 99 YfoV d #R_T I8 9 6l & fb 3§
RIS AT FANA & S| S Teb 1T &- o1 ARSI &1 fieell, &) &I’ Po-9%
fecafOrrT Griepx § oftsT & T 8311l 84N Ueb 1Y TS 8 ¥e o fob — ‘Gl TN
919 &1 38T &, ST ST 9 81 I8T & fob hied iTth T off T, AT P8 TeH| el
3BT TEl oRIaT Jifdh I W FaTed G & ST AR DR ST IR IR i
T HaNT 81 31T I 89 I8 THT 93 & b Gy 31RIeh Pproids a8 SAYONIT T T,
RSRTH hieH it T, fthed 3iTth Taraver ... (STaam™)

SHRI A. RAJA (NILGIRIS): That was a declared Emergency and, now, this is
an undeclared Emergency.

1. fordvs Rig: Teerer S1 37 @eT &R0 §, AR A8l U AT Faey 34!
qIeR ¢ &, S8 el P ISR I ST 8T 81 b e o, e
STITDRIA H JTSIoR Fol, B T ST ol b IR H Iooid 8] BT 8, Tl I
9 peT, N SR IR & b 39 et IR A= Tl &1 37k 97 811 Jayadev is a

good friend. We have a mutual liking for each other.
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(1705/RCP/YSH)

| was pleasantly amused by his harsh criticism. | was asking myself,
why did | not bring this Bill just about four months back. He would have been
appreciable of it. | hope, you understand what | am saying. The sides have
changed.

It was also very delightful to see young Karti Chidambaram taking a very
high moral ground. ...(Interruptions)

T 3TeFeT: HFHIT 3T off, Tl fedes<y 7 Hifom
ST, Rrawg Rig: snRdt S 9188 el TU, Imgiq BN e {9 9 2F 97 Hhall Th
91 Pe! fb Ue-foRd 8, <ifdhT S 5o ol PHI 81 RIS gl BleT H A I8 Bl
TR 91 el b PB-p® TarepTT Y forar 81 316 T8 T & SNl Sif, o 3R gar
g god eI ST A1 AIS 3BT 8l o qfee fferdTal 5 G sod & foly Foq
fordt &, S Ig forar &
“qQT S ST §TT DT A 7 & <,
I o1 Pl ouT™ 3T I3 IR 81 & 7
ST ST BIAT 8, S UR 39 Bl gool Tal Y&l 3iR el 98 S99 s
Y&dT &, ST H PIs b qHINT T8l Tl
Premachandran ji is a very studious person. He referred to this Bill

being an insult to the Constitution, an insult to the Parliament, an insult to the
Judiciary and, | think, an insult to everything except he and me. But,
nevertheless, in the course of my reply, | will try to answer each of these
things. S¥1-a} 2T ST STTBT ol oI, PB-Ppw VT a1 | 3118 8, ST foet A
el 8, S 8l T IR-9R, hon. Member after Member, I8 o1 T & the
terms and conditions will be specified by the Government of India or by the

Central Government. I<aTs 3iR ghidd, T8 & fh ST sl BT IYANT & al

g31Tl | think, somewhere because of our apprehensions and misgivings about

the Bill — | will not say prejudice because that is not a polite word because |
have been called a decent man only a few minutes ago — we have tended to
believe that. ST §7 37 &1 oft @ver o foh:

“TE 1T AR B H 1T 766 7 o,

I8 91 I R g1 ANER TR 81"

Jg pel Aal for&T 81 The only small phrase used in the advertisement of

the DoPT is, ‘All this shall be determined as may be specified’. It could be
specified even as it exists in the Act today because that deliberation is still to
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be undertaken. So, | think, somewhere it would be unfair rather to assume
what is still to be deliberated upon.

But, nevertheless, now coming to the reply as such, at the outset, let me
use this opportunity to say & ST&T d& HIe) WRBR BT |G &, there is nothing to
hide. IR-IR P&l T o FT fSURIT ST & §, &7 fE5UTIT ST &T 81 There is nothing
to hide, 39 1T T JFHIUT < T 130 PRI ST  fem fargy obT Ry 98T AT ga,
T 60 62 TRIS A TATET ARN A AASH T 31 ST6 &5 g8 SNl &, f el ST 8
fop grfeiamic & S8y, ST qTfeiam™ic ¥ 31 & df el ST & fb S=aT it sreTera o
SISV 3R 8T e BART UG HT T &, IRDR I+ af a9 2014 5 I HaT T

f ‘Maximum Governance, Minimum Government’, which is a phrase which

has been used by different people in different contexts sometimes even to hurl
some sarcastic observations about us. oifdh SHeT HeT 31f I8 & fo URaRIAT 8T,
MR YFAITRY &1, and the highest regard for all the institutions which | think
has happened, and ANl Bl because it is both the ease of governance, the
ease of delivery which would also, in this case, imply the ease of delivery of
the RTI Act.
(1710/RPS/SMN)

B ST U au A S B9IR A SITET R B 3R wed SHIY FHTH
U because we thought it was obsolete. It was not an ordinary thing. It was

rightly suggested by Sougata da that | am always above the partylines. | am
honestly making these observations above partylines. Every Government,
whichever is the Party, always takes pride in saying <Reu, &7 U8 Cabil AR
3T, é’ﬁ?l(’ g Ig PIIT d91-T Here was the Government which was not
hesitant to take pride and we did away with nearly 1500 Acts. UYhRR & &
IR HEM o HIeR 8 ST HGH Yl bl Wed T 71T, which was a legacy of the
British empire & Toice JTHAR A Wﬂﬁﬁ"ﬁvfﬂ? 3TC¥C PHRIAT 8l Since we had

the good fortune by default for being in Opposition for over half a century, we
had the opportunity to be tutored by the hardships on the ground. The kind of
background where | come from ST &4 9aif AT &¥FdT <hafl § Uger o 3R Pl ST
T fdb TOICS SR A EEITER PRIGY, T EHR 3T, G T G-V b Pblg TOICS
TR BICT & &l Tl 87 13-14-15 9§ & 9od T8 BT PR I b ToIcS ITHIR
BT I 81T SFhT Y AT BT, A BT BN, DIs IST IHER &M | am talking
of quite a few decades ago and coming from the kind of background that many
of us have come from U@ IR 11 HaT F U AlShdc 3T IR & foIT, HET
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3FEBT &1 oI &, J31 Urel 9 4l &1 U which was a huge amount and | did not
carry that kind of amount and a friend spared that amount. 9 U1 B I
Eb?a?, 9 Y¥hY T 2 W H I8 TS 99T 5 look here, here is the Government
which has the capacity to trust the youth of this country and why not, if in India
today, 70 per cent of the population is comprised of youth, how are we going to
do business if we cannot trust them? And if they are not trustworthy, because
at that time also it was asked, what if a youngster fudges with the certificate. |
said then the fault lies with those who have educated him, who have groomed
him — his parents, his educationists, his teachers. sﬂﬁﬂ’ IGD P HEEBKI
BIC Ual & foTq Seveg FHTH PR QU T g I NN F 8T, § ey AT fauer i ar a1
R R8T §, AN 31U+ 31 el foh I8 T 81 R8T 8, B9 37U ANl Dl sl USOIeT ],
YT B TG VAT G &, <ifhT I8 Uep gl 9T UTY & Y87 Tl T IHIEIR 100
T 10 3feh AT AT 3R IH ST H 37T 100 H I 90 3ieh < U | ... (SIIH)
SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): It has nothing to do
with the RTI Act. ...(Interruptions)
DR. JITENDRA SINGH: | will come to that. | will come to that. ...(Interruptions)
If you can abuse the Modi Government left and right, | have the prerogative to
establish the credentials before | come to respond to you per se 3rft o &
fo -aR ATeT 5 U & fohe™ TieTel 81V &, ! foum & forg S e ST &7
gl Do | not have the right to respond to that? &H f$ficer 91T o <yl
...(STTYT) &, TRMSY 7 JRCIIME| I T& T FheT ... (AT 31T RTINS
TR ... (STTHTT) JREI3TS SRHT TR {3 Aot SCTCAT Ugel Tl AT el gaT?
(M) ARCIATE oW fb Aoth IICECIE Ugel Fdl &l dre] fobar Tar?
....(TTET) RIS o1 o 65 o TTeb SR T AT FHTH a1 R P Tl i
7 D! STHARIRT DI TV ...(TFEH) Let us inquire into the appointments of
the last 60 years. I8l =T8I, 81 SToald 1Y, Il I S8 We started digital
certificates for the pensioners and for the elderlies.
(1715/MMN/RAJ)

ST 99T ¥ SITT &, df S Sidex & Afcfthabe. fofIT ST 0Tl But we have
the technology and we made use of that.

Anyway, now, | am coming straight to RTI so that when everybody is
praising me, | do not want, at the end of the day, Adhir, Dada to go unhappy.
Y 3R I TR (TERTYR): TGS Pl Sl T8l &, H TGSl el &l &, H

fopfesaTgst fopam B1.....(aem)
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DR. JITENDRA SINGH: | know you will never do it and Dr. Shashi Tharoor Ji
behind you is supportive of that.

Now, coming straight to RTI, as far as RTI is concerned, let me first
make it clear this Government has been absolutely committed, as in other
wings of governance, to ensure full transparency and full accountability. For
example, it is this Government which introduced a portal of RTI, which was
also being referred by one of the hon. Members. Now the RTI is available on
your mobile App. You can file an RTI application during any part of the day,
day or night. ST fos 89 3 fo oY e o {5 ¥ aRE st & a1 ofY ST &, ar
T Dl IS PN SJRE(T&TIE; ST 21 Under section 4 of the RTI Act of 2005, which
was inherited by us, there is a provision that suo motu, you must provide
maximum information available in the public domain so that the number of RTI
is reduced and the need for RTI itself tends to get eliminated.

Today, in the last five years, we have moved on a fast track and you can
see most of the websites are so active. At least, in the DoPT, the Department
that we are discussing today, even before an appointment letter or an
empanelment letter reaches the officer concerned, it is already there in the
website. He does not have to wait for it. SITSEIST T FRYfch bl &1 317S & b 3TTUch
IR US WAl 8] 31T fihs! T fEATe T 38T &l ovdT 81 But if you go back,
there have been occasions before 2014 where even five vacancies were

existing and the Commission was working. | have all the charts. One of them is
related to 2013. One is of earlier to that. | am not believing that Government or
the then Government. You see, it is a multifactorial outcome. Sometimes, 2-3
ICs end their term almost simultaneously. Sometimes, the other one takes

over. BTN I8 BIAT I8 AT & & IR-TR IR HeldeM PHT dI AT Jard & 3iR
&HT DI, HfceTdToT TS ATed gl 997 o & 3R e &l AT &I Then, we
had to postpone it without holding any grudge against anybody. So, there

could be reasons. So, let us not get into just scoring a point without the figures
available. We got Assistant Public Information Officers designated through the
post offices. This also happened in the last five years. Of course, the idea was
conceived earlier but it was carried forward very vigorously so that we could
actually decrease the pendency.

We are dealing with grievances. CPGRAM -- this is also part of the
redressal of grievances -- has been made very active. | am talking absolutely
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based on the figures on record. S99 2014 f(?Ts’WSﬂ‘s‘, al 89N YT 91T §
&I ARG Freied, FaraT 31Ta off 3R 31T 16 AIRT HaRiST ATl &1 S I8 a1 fonddT
Hifear 7 7 Y fordy TR ¥ Pal foh =T A TRBR & RIaTs i 9 18 8, ar
9 Mot BT U IN a7l Tg§T N NIGT ATed 81 &, S § I9P g9 H 2AM<S-4T
NS x|

SEREECA R ISCR ERINTGCH

1 fot T et e IS
You lodge a grievance where you have the expectation of redressal. We
became so proactive that the number of grievances went up to 16 lakhs in the
just concluded year. So, | am talking of the overall right to information,
redressal of grievance and citizen’s involvement in what we were doing. 3¢ EE)

ffeET T FHTOT 81 T 81 U8l ShiHeM BisR v R & 21 9 60 ATeT [ )
8l 39 WBR 7 60 Alel DT fPRASRT A Ffth 7€l Now they have their own
building. ¥ 2005 ¥ 3TRTI3TS Uare §+T1 | agree with Adhir Da. We must give due
credit to all those who were party to it. U= BT I8 & b 99 fiaw & qrer-arey
DTl ISt ST &l
(1720/VR/PC)

It need not be this party or that party. We grow to learn; we live to learn.

The requirements change. That is why, the technology came in and we made
full use of it.

DB Tlol THI D AT HTCT &1 AT, T8 LT H T feb 59 RIS T
H $8-po gRIY WAl off, ST fb H Scieaer & G5 Y T, fob emre a8 sarar
I8 § DEl -1 Pal, PB-PB B TN H g Al T&I D fdb Sfeaqroil A BT AT Y
3R W 9, AifdT PEl A BEl P BS TN One of the missing links was that
there was no provision to frame rules in the RTI Act, which normally should

have been there. o1 SHH & 3 ST T, ST 4T 316 3R ST IT1AT ST

€ 3IR FaT H Tl ) b G127 ST & oY q37 T8l oRTdT fo IEH DTS AT b a1l &
319 GRIT 37Tl 8, I DI A GR1Y &, ReTept 397 9eT H Il 831 81 H g

UgeT U 3R 1 T, FoRAh HUR Nt ATed = ol g dRRT dek of fob Ramaa

% §PD BT &1 Bl a7 2

HTERT STEET : I HoAt S, S AT AT e N SURerd 8l §, ST 3T

3T & §1& STaTd A T hifom|

1. foravs Rig : A& &, sreger i

AT JTEET : 59 T AT SIoADN el ST 8, AT ST Srare ot 31T &y <
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...(TaY)

HIFR 37eg8T : 1 Tofdl Al el §?
...(TaY)

T 3TeTET : AR ASRI 519 dlet <l S Srae | G dfau]
...(TTEH)

ST, foravs g arewer S & el SR-ATY R ...(II9™)
ATFIRT 3TeYET : TR-ATY U 71a], Ig Ao &l

.(SITET)
HTIRT 3Te&T : 37TST &b F1S S AT FET qretdl|

..(gE™)
<. ford=s Rig : 399 8ART M o) IRt 81 S L (F9YH) P8 AR AT
It & 77 § At Ig 9fepT off foh ofT u<er & fov oM S99y ol .. (@IaeT) 31
U9 P STDHIE BT & v Bl e (5 997 @ € 3R 39 UhR 3T 3P
el ¥R B R [l PR BT TER X I8 & ... (T

31T <RgT, SKAT fob § g ET 2T, RIS S U H P8 HFHIY ST Pl

I FEl R 81T g ST RIS Ve SR -7 AT, ST 89 a1 SRIT o, 89
U8l §T T, it comes at Entry No. 97, List-1 of the Central List in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution, which is neither the Second List, the State List
nor the Concurrent List, the Third List. ccz\HQ gIse] H O T & hivey & forv e
& T ST YIaE S W AT gV 8, d Al 981 & ST I FHI ARSI o b el
TeepTeti JUIY ARBR F SV <1, & & T8 R oI %2 &1 This is part of the RTI Act

because RTI is through this List which has a residuary power.

That apart, | do not think that motives need to be attached either to this
Government or the predecessor Government. And, if it is being mentioned,
maybe this has not been fully understood.

If you want, | can explain Article 248. Article 248 under Entry 97 of the
Union List of the Constitution of India assigns the residuary powers of
legislation exclusively to the Union. | did not do that. This Government did not
do that. The then UPA Government, which framed the RTI Act brought in this
provision. Therefore, if no entry in any of the three Lists covers the piece of
legislation, it must be regarded as a matter not enumerated in any of the three
Lists and belongs exclusively to Parliament under Entry 97 List-1. So, the RTI
Act originally, which was framed in 2005 gave the Parliament and gave the
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Centre the powers to frame rules even for the States. So, the federal sanctity is
same as it was in 2005.

3 sﬂfr P ST’EI@EIE\F 37 gl As | said that day, | do not hesitate in
repeating that it is an enabling legislation. EQ:P}[ RTINS I IICHHI, D
I, SHDT TaAdT IR P MfIBR &7 T fohedT ThR BT exaay Tar 81 | will

be able to explain this in just two or three minutes. We are taking up for

discussion and deliberation only three Sections.

HAFIF-27 b IR F ST fop § a7, g9h! 3, AT U 9T 31T I8
JMFIBR &I UTH BRI fh 31T T A | TP 18 HIH-13 7T 81 TIH UIS-1
3R UTE-2 B JFeM-13(1) AT STHHIA HFRT TR STHHIT HHsR & SR
31T 3MTfoRT 3TR HeFeM-13(2) S Yoy 3R FeIeT 3Mfe & Arer Siet xaT 81 We
are still to deliberate it. 87 J& ST 7 &N b 89 ITeh! Yokl B PR ol &, B
DT AT Hie o &, & SHD! 3719 &1 H & o 8
(1725/RBN/SPS)

We are yet to deliberate on that. Section 16 is the one which deals with

the State Commissioners and the State Chief Commissioner or the State
Information Commissioner in the same manner as section 13 deals with the
Central Commissioner. 37 ST&T dd 3T &l J1 &, T8 A2 12(4) &l

| am not a lawyer. | have been a student of science, more particularly a
student of medical science. So, | have absolutely no familiarity with law. But |
am glad that | was inspired by my lawyer friends to read all these things last
night to be able to stand before you.

In this Act, section 12 (4) is the one which deals with autonomy. That

has been left untouched. IFeT oI DTS ST & T8l 81 T8I 81 31T SToT AYga! Ared 4l
S T Y Uebe N T8 o, ORI a1edT & $9hT TIa=dT fHetd!, e-HT fetdt 8
Section 12 (3) deals with selection of Information Commissioner. 319 I8 @& &
feb SATTT 37T ST I8 ST &I &TeT AT g feh R dTell Taer &, g8 of a9 bl
3T & 21 ST Tl & el &Y & R

R 91 I8 & fob TR I8 et 1T fob &S ElieTed foby U €, Qe 39 forg o

& 8l Let me make it clear — | am saying this across the party lines — this is not

something which has happened very subjectively. This is not an opinion which
has emanated only from the treasury benches or from the Government alone.
This is also an opinion held in a wider section of society and most notably even
before this Government came in. In 2013, there was a famous Supreme Court
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judgement which was called Rajiv Garg versus the Union of India which called
for uniformity in services. Therefore, as | said, this is more for streamlining,
institutionalising or rather bringing in ease. 7 3! HieH it 2(27) T T
21 As | said, this is an evolving process. Even before 2005, we had Freedom of
Information Act which came somewhere in 2002. At that time it was NDA which
was in power. | deliberately did not go into that. §9 PeT foR 3 §a1d %WSTWT
feb aTTo febarm AT g T, otfcht gt @ foeT Uiy _arr 81 This was actually
being conceived across the party lines. With due credit to that Government

they had already started deliberating on these lines. That Freedom of
Information Act of 2002 was carried forward by the next Government and
finally evolved into Right to Information Act, which was introduced in
December, 2004, just six months after the NDA Government went out of
power. So, obviously the process had been going on and it became an Act in
2005. Under that, exemptions were given under section 24 (1) to certain
intelligence and security agencies. In that Act itself, it was decided that we will
have ten plus one number of members, ten Information Commissioners and
one Central Information Commissioner. Even in that Act, the backgrounds from
which they have to be preferably selected were given, like administration, law,

media, technology, management, social service, etc. Ig Al AdToT & Y7 T&l 8l

g T & 31U G A I3[R el Bl oM &1 I8 AT SIRIT dier-afier 37 &
IR.EY.3TTE. & foTU & I U Iy &1, 98 @Y 89 91T 8! &, effchT DhiF 9 TS ol
SIY 3TSRAT ATEd $E W8 ¥ 6 dihieR f STt AHAT & Il IE DGR f ARDR &l 57
SO B TIDIGR bl FRAIARUT R DT UUT febU BU &1 AR.CLITTE. IR b foru
ﬁa@ﬁ{r@iﬁiﬁl We have introduced RTI fellowships to spread awareness
because, one of the hon. Members said some of the vested interests have

taken over this task of filing RTIls. Then came a complaint about the
pendency.
(1730/KDS/SM)

IR-9R I8 el T fob ga-il Usd) 9§ T, 3o+t Gt §¢ Tl ST fh H9 phar
fo5 eST AT & TP <G ol §. So, | gathered this figure. In 2014, when this
Government came to power, the number of pendency of RTI was 37,323. Then

the rate of pendency was progressively reduced. In 2015-16, it came down to
34,982; in 2016-17, it came down further to 26,559; and in 2017-18, it came
down to 23,541. As on June, 2019, as was rightly pointed out by Shri Sashi Ji,
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the pendency is 33,855. The figure which he quoted is an accumulative figure.
Otherwise, if you see the figure year-wise, you will find that the rate has been
reduced because of the factors which | mentioned earlier like portals,
proactiveness etc.

| got a copy of the circulars and the advertisement letters which were put
out by DoPT which clearly mention the specific terms at the time of the
appointment of the selected candidates. In that case the Central Government
or the phrase, ‘Government of India’ exist nowhere. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Sir, after the selection for the
concerned post of Commissioner, the terms will be fixed. It means that the
observation made is being ratified because after the interview a particular
person has been selected as a Commissioner, you will decide the term of
office of the Commission. That is in the advertisement. That is why the
Supreme Court has said that in the advertisement itself, the condition should
be well stipulated. ...(/nterruptions)

DR. JITENDRA SINGH: | have carried that judgement of February, 2019 where
the Supreme Court actually asked, what it was.

There is a proverb of Mr. Mark Twin in English. It says: “Economy is too
serious a subject to be left to economists alone.” So, law is too serious to be
left to a lawyer alone. You are interpreting it as a professional lawyer. | am
interpreting it in a different manner....(Interruptions) et SfY, # SRy g@ﬁa
o, 2lfdeT 31T q1eR 2l
HEH T 3Te8T: HHART H3lT Sff, 3NRAT St T Bl Sid1e Jd SOl 3FR §3-33 dls
HH1 HE o I8 A1 31T SHDT ST e a1l H qgel Y 319! ST 2Tl
S1. frawg Rig : 399 &R T I8 & & today we have come with these

amendments. We do not have the authorisation to deliberate on this. If these

amendments get passed, then the deliberation will be started. If not, then, it will
be as already existing. Let us not assume that this means that we will do it
now. Whatever be the position existing at that time, it will be applicable.

Let us take one by one as we proceed. | am not going into the other
conditions as | said last time that there is of course some anomaly. The Central
Information Commissioner is equivalent to Chief Information Commissioner,
who, by implication, is equivalent to a Judge of the Supreme Court. His verdict
is liable to be challenged in the lower court, that is, High Court. This is not
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something which | am saying. We have a huge number of court verdicts which
have actually endorsed that we should go in for harmonisation of tribunals and
we should also go in for uniformity of the bodies.

We also have the judgements which | have read earlier also where it has
been mentioned time and again that a quasi-court or a quasi-body should not
be taken as a court. A member of a body like this, should not have any
misgivings about himself to be a judge of a Hight Court or Supreme Court. In
order to make a demarcation, rather more well-defined between a statutory
body and a constitutional body, this has come down.

(1735/AK/MM)

Therefore, | think that, in all sincerity, this has been brought in with no
motives; with nothing to hide; and with a number of judgements in the recent
past also rather supporting it, but none of them opposing it. The opinion, as |
said, has not emanated only from the Government quarters, but it has been an
opinion held across the sections of society. ...(Interruptions)

DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): Why not wait for a
Standing Committee to go through this?
DR. JITENDRA SINGH : Therefore, | would humbly request that colleagues
across the party lines to pass it as decently as Mr. Shashi has described me a
decent person.
(ends)

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, MINISTER OF COAL AND
MINISTER OF MINES (SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI): The time of the House may
be extended up to 7 o’clock.
AT JTEET : FAT THT ! HEHIT & [ HG BT BRIBIST 7 Iof b TGIAT SIMT?

...(IHT)

3P AT WS : F1-8
T JTEFET : AT ! PRIATE! 7 IoF A IGTg SId &l

...(cTag)
SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPURY): Only up to 7 o’clock.
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Shri Adhir Ranjan ji, | have told that the House may
be extended only up to 7 o’clock.
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I 3TeeT : UH TE & -
“fép AT BT ARIBR AT, 2005 BT TG B dTed fdeRIed 1R
IR fharr STy

Y 3R IO AT (TERFYR): HeIed, 89 fefior dred &l

AT 31eeT : 31 g
1736 &oF
To9T-ame] (cATerter) Wit ) fT STT-
319 TA9T-heT XgTell 81 IV &
...(FagT)
(1740/SIN/SPR)

ANNOUNCEMENT RE: DIVISION

1743 hours

AFRT 3TeT4T : I8N g SiISECRETARY-GENERAL: Hon. Members, | have
to inform that as the Division Numbers have not so far been allotted to
Members, it is not possible to hold the Division by the automatic vote recording
machine. Division will now take place under rule 367(aa) by distribution of
slips. Members will be supplied at their seats with "ayes’ and "noes’ printed
slips for recording their votes. "Ayes’ slips are printed on one side in green,
both in English and Hindi, and 'noes’ in red on its reverse. On the slips,
Members may kindly record votes of their choice by signing and writing legibly
their names, identity card numbers, constituency, and State/Union Territory,
and date, at the place specified on the slip.

Members who desired to record abstentions may ask for the abstention
— yellow colour slip. Immediately after recording their vote, each Member
should pass on the slip to the Division Officer, who will come to their seat to
collect the same for handing over to the Officers at the Table.

Members are requested to fill in only one slip for Division. Members are
also requested not to leave their seats till their slips are collected by the
Division Officers. Thank you.

AT 3TeTST : UH T8 2
“fp T T SMUDR AT, 2005 BT HATE B dTet 8D W
IEEICIR VK
T T H H-fHIoT gl
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(1745-1755/RV/SNT)
AT JTegeT: Ad-fao bl IR I8 &

g : 218
qaf: 79
ORI Xeftepe] §31TI
HTRT STEET: ATdIoT Wi & S|
...(TTI)
I JTEYET: 31§ TT feId IR WeaR foaR dxt]
TS2W4
AT 3TeTeT : UH T &
“fop TS 2 A 4 fI9TH BT [T 1"
IR, Tiepdl g3l
s 2 ¥ 4 fadyes 9 S feu vy

S 1, SIRIFRAT A SR 7 fadryes % Sirs fay 7y

£} SR T TR (TERMUR): W, A b BIS-AT a1 8. (Faer)

AT STEET: A1 FSRRIUT, 31T JS-9S aqched STRT 7 abe| H+ (g o iz 8
IR R

SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): The Minister is here. The

Right to Information Act is a synonym of democracy. We have got the Right to

Information Act through a social revolution without letting a drop of blood but
instead of strengthening and bolstering the architecture of Right to Information Act,
you have simply undermined and diluted the core of the Right to Information Act.
...(Interruptions)
I STEAET: HF1T A, AU T 1T dled & 8
...(H9ET)
Y TR I AR (FERTYR): TR, T UH.1.U. b TaHe F T febar?. . (i)
1759 Fof
(3T 9 41 ST o ey, 5ft 1. 31R. 91, #ff Gu =y,

T I AgT TS fhoR1Y 3R P& 3T AT TG THT A FTeR el T])
A1 ITETET: AT ST, 379 J§ TRATT o 13 foerges bt a1 fasar Sl
. forivs Rig: sreger 7eiey, H URrd ARl § :

“fo foreraes aTRa fopam oy
A STeET: TH TS &

“feh fardrren aTiRe feham STl

ORI Xitehe] §3TI
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MR I (FFeNeF) freRres

TR STEET: JNTSTH X6 12 - AIeX I (Fene) fordres, 2019.
YT AT S

1759 &9
o UfRasT 3R ITGHRT 30t T &, o7 3R qeaw Ser 5t (57l sremmr
TEHRN): ARV Teyer HeIe, H I PR § :

“fop A1ex 7 AT, 1988 BT 3R G B dler ey W R
far Uy

HHIT Te” HeIe, H I8 |l IR el § fob 9 ferren el T febarm Sy
H Ye! grgdTe <ol § fob 37U 39 3184 el @l Fe-T § IT BT 3R J qleT Pl
Hiepr feml

HeId, BHRT HICR calebe] Uare, 1988 o ATeT R & 3R el 3iifec &4
81 RET 8l
(1800/MY/GM)

ferey 0§ 3777 3TR.CL3T. SHRI H YRR T 31 Rehact fHreel! 8, ARTINepT
T SR SIeTT TSl 81 8T Aaratl & <X FAT [Urarit H 4 8, gaferg Reed § g
PR DI SRR Bl SIS RIReH T RIFCe1ftheber T At 95 e Bl

A1 TiehR HEled, 8R <27 T IS 98 &1 gUiagUl Sfier & fb 2 § &
Tl UTer oTRY UferASed I & 31R $¢ ok Hid 8l &1 T 5 89 eR-Ueh W &1 89
ST oY febefl SeRmIeTel AR 5 ST & ST §97 &1 &1 =i 81l &, A1 A AN 397 a1
o oY WRT BT Jeetg DR &, TV 89R foTu a8 98 &1 g9iyul 91 &1

HFHIT TR HEIS, H 311U ATt e Bl T8 TG HRAT AT fob 1 HId
Y AT R FSD GRET DT IGAT oA 89 e DT [SFHERT 81 F AT & [ I8 vy
IS AISTiTTcrep fasRr T8l €1 9 1988 & SiY WHIg 100 VU T oI, R I AT &l
hIHCT fFYepTell ST, €T I8 5-6 BOTR DU A STET f+ieberell &l 3TTST DI b Hich FHHT
3R SX Y 8T 81 R <27 H 9 UebR ol RN 81 39 DI bl fehd T et H 3T
YR DT 3T AT & 51 T T F TS Bl I BT A TH 1 DT STFDRT AT AT
feb TRETS BT TRBR = A2 B I YfRFSCer S HH HR B ol g 38T HH
fepaT 81 SreIH T 29 Hfcrerd Sof el &1 ATl § o I &1 gavT 3R, STR YT T
VT ISTERYT & fob 8T #R dTell T T I8 del 81 AT Bl ARbR - g3 fofy
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S TR T B, I fo1q H a8l & e HAT Sff, TRIUIE Hall Sit 3fR I Siferepria
T IZI-9gT NG BT 8 Ivel I B Igd-31 a1 it &, FTTebT 89 AN STANT
AT TITEC &

A TR Heled, URas egael § Hl GER B Pl Sove 8l A1
o STY-Y HTEFT 3T Y &1 3T IefT & BITM fob & Het Hiel & 91 X8 &1 T TR
ISR HEMI & 3R SRt ok YeTd &1 8dTs 1T ¥ |l 95 doT Rl g1 &,
I 22 URIIC AT Bl SIS o FHT0T 1 T I =0 GaAT & 3IR 8 3aifded 8ed
T TR T ST & 81 BARY Caleiioil oI SIS daet ATCIAIETg SOl e
AT 8T 81 FgeT 5 Y pIthl T YER GAT &1 T8I P ¢h IR & & DIS gacf Y &
TR 29T F T TR Y a9 &, TR Sters 99 8 iR Wt & o ot ofy S
TTEHT &1 STd 39 TDR bl =18 Aol 3ATS &, A1 hal it aS1-sret Ryt o S o ferg
S99 UPR T g1 BT T RN AT AT &R T2 81 I7h dprhedd ol €41 H & gU,
9 19! T At ST Dl gL 81 Ay WU A g uRaeT el § GER BRAT
& 3IR S-S eIl AT ST DT GERAT 81 Ugel § 39 91 DI TYE PR <l § [
&9 fopedt ot 5T TRPR & PIg RPN 8] of I8 & T&T b o INDRI H S T
CIAUIE &, Torads IR H § SMTUeh! ST AT fob e foTq i I a1 &, foely o &
ST AR Bldhel Te 8, I8 ¥ TIRIUIE JTUSRE [T &b fofT B S IR H 5 & JTfShR
I UBR A BRI &, 89 19T CUIC b DIg DR o1 81 18 8l THIg B
g0 A ST G DT fob Iep! I8 X & fop Iieb U 23,000 7 & 3R 89 I
BITT U BT H of I8 81 8 Pls PBIIT U 81 H 78I offl, Jfod T IUe
USRI b folq ST HIeR eElehel Ua &, I8 ST HbIR HIIH ST 3R ATUhT DR
AT IGH DR &1 89 IFehT bl T =TSt T&l o1 FTed &, THITY H 59 d1eT bl Gef ]
RAT ITET g

A1 TR HEIed, G BIc & U & &1 394 950 TR P 7Y FER 37U
€| GHCTERG Uil T STeal AT ST, GECT § Heg R dlel AR T WA
ST 3R FHIS H HEE DT AT 3FeBT ke H Fefofd DR bl STovd 8, Il 175
S ST T &
(1805/CP/RSG)

3R 1S feh fobell GRS A SIeHT feh 1 SRUTeT UgdIaT &, T ST bl
ST Bl 1 SISTY ANl H 9 TehR &1 HTaT 3T T feb &5 Ich! Heg &1 7 N
T BIE & AT B F1E ST ForT &l TS 8 fob b 18 Hag P d1ll Dl DIy
Tebeiith T8l BN $Hch 3feffal ST Hag BT, IADI &9 U FbR A REPR Il i
HCTRRG 8311 &, S 3TRfe G A o 7ae R T B |l &4 fha &
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faey w7 & T IR TENfh BT ITANT 3R FaT H GUR T8 TR Bl
CFIGITSI 3R HRICR PI Hag I f4TeH H UR H o Fad &, 37 a8 H oFIAR
pTohT TR 31T 81 H T2 U & I <ATed & fob I T 31ferep 4 31ferep 31ferep R
T 3R I 8BTS Y AT el &, SD [oTq B folet H pIRreT & 81 AR gl
Qe & Ll H 151 3R I SRS b1 89 agd g1 QUIS a1feyl Sraure &t
RT3 DT AT 3R TS 8l 89 ReeH 3R AT § a1festh 81 &% ATReS R 371R
PREI T RIeeH aTedT 2

H ITERT & T YT FTCT § fob ST 3117 775 Mt WRlad &, ar 3T e o
UT U1 & fob 3TTUenT =18 TS ST X TR STTh H o ST aTfeyl TR 3
TS BT URIETUT BT 3R GRTET0T &R & 1S 3TTUD! I eR ST AP 1S I8 S} o
10 SIeTR b YT ST 7R T GAT TR SH SN AU GlT BITT feb g 1S e
JTRCI3N 3MHA H 3TTSIdhet Tal STl &1 I8 del SR & YN Tl &d! &l TqH &
GUR 1T & & e o T &, I8 SIRSISN T T, TR I AT 1, 3 ARSI
TT BN A Dael AFATST fhaT 81 JIRSIN ST 7eR M, I8 R TSN H SFM AT
YRS & BRI B, SR & GRT ol T drefl ST 0 8, 98 S /R 7 I8 99
TR BT JMYBR RSN AT DY Bl ST ISTHR b H of ST AR AR Aoy AT
BIAT AT I DIS I&T T8l ATT AT $HD ISt H T 81T 82 T 3NMUh! I &1 ST AT
3R &1 ST o foTU S WoTrue &, S¥ep foTu STRETRIT 31Tfthsy § 9T v UsaT &, 31T
! YT &1 I AT T 81 TS cBlebel ob oy 3 8, DR & fofY I & 3R Thex &
foT0 39 &, I SoR J oI ST &1 T T8 TR &€ 81 8IFT 3TfRT? .. (TIT) 3t
T T SN UTT T 81 T I TR Sloiill, Ia-T &5 ST o T STRSI3N, I
IRBR ST FaR T, TEF FaR el 85 SddT 3MT-olig (BT 81 &9 I5T & DIy
SNRIBR &I foTy B T Pharet U a1 & o SHBT THATST YN ot A PRe &S &l
ST 9T & STRAT-aRIST AN Pl BRI A MEd fFelil T8t 3% Ut 3227 8

HEIeY, Usel HY AU g foeT U fham &Ml S{iaied T 167 a9 2016 H §aTl
I 18 AT & TRIUIC [AfRed o 3R o oiifcres dTféa effl go deffee™ o
oTehR JUIHET PRRT e, e SIule AFeer 21 I T S, ST 39 THY ST
b TRIUIC fARCR &, IehT STeTeIT A $71ehT U ST 7Tl STt Sit, fedTeiet Uaer &b
SIUIE H3ll &1 Tfa™ A o’ 4T 18 SIUIe e 3 39 fdel & aR o ares
eIl Teh-Uep T HiCer Ich AT 83Tl I8 el IR e e fal g+ IHDb!
TIpR Tl g8 FeMe fdet H7 SRR, 2016 H oflep 9T H Rl febaml fareT e
fSuTeHe Relcs UTfefmic! TS FHeT & I JoTT TRITl fhR I8 ST HHeT & IR
TT| RS BHCT &b A O Ul 88, O Ashext 1T 37 fOhR & 1Tl 7 ST apct
& T FERAT Bl 39D IR H AFBRI <l b TEFET HAS T 310 GuR U, F IHH
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SIS V) TSST BT H Tt Uifay o IRt & ST HeT RT BRenT, 2017 § RaE
ST TS| b HUR I8 el IR gaTT| e & Siferepa’ Traemi & Gy § HeHfcr Sdrs]
3G o Jea U I g5 39 191 & foru &1 efes T =1 10 318ie, 2017 &1 fdef 1
oY &t 1R fhR # I et otepk I3 T 99 2017 H TR1 Jo1 997 91 BT 53 3R
&< & o5 I8 I 9T H U7 2T &) ATl U AT I8 37T E|
(1810/NK/RK)

ORAT HY IS T & AT AT & T 6 fh 3117 g 7 & Ufarse aH
81 MR, 311U 8 W8 8 RIS o foTu SIRIeiT oTgi A ofeh’ FHl ISl § GoR & a1y
ST M I FHY febarT T T, oifhe! I FHT & UTH &1 &l epll AHerTg b
HeR 3T Utfefamie, ﬁr@ﬁmﬁwsﬂ‘aﬂ@mﬁ?waﬁ#mwsﬂtﬁm
33TS, HY P! AT STHBRT Sl 39 WWW?W@W@[?WWW
IR T gS) 37T I8 5 U< IR TET 8, Ir8i 31T IR A G Y e, cifchet guifaer
PG T8l 81 RN AT IS T T Helae ™ pret o f 59 [J8ge Y R bl
IS d1E YT 81 1T, fhe arfeiare s 8t T8 fthe & HRIv & g[oaTTd §s 31R
AR & § 37T 3TUh HTH ST & ST IRV G & d1e q31 fI9RT & fob s oy
I8 eI GuT fob I T YT I f? 319 HoT IRT FUICS e, I8 AR foery 81

ARG, et & IR H AT BRel T FSRAT DT qT ST T8l 8§, SAH 30 TRT
TR STSFRT AR B T JMSH! AR-TR ATSH T 2l foet F SiHets i Arga
BT e 8, SIS sMesiec IR S FreT 8, 3 a18 TeFe ITEeR &,
I TATIIRUT JITRAT BFTT 3R il ATGAT &g & ST

g1 edl 8U G 81 81 & fob A Sig i) faeell & STl § a7 a8l & PR e &
e STR TG o1 & T ey 30T <9l ferged ™ & T8l ST I el fet STl
g1 T I8 &R T St &2 3MRBT § ATSHT ST fohe=T HfS &, uler <+t ol &,
319 gep H RAT, fobeT bfd 81 H g Faref el & el g fob 311deh I 3R
ST BT ATSAT & T T 3 TR i & TTapx TRTer < 81 T I foru
PIg CXC §3T? 31 NI & fob I A= TR 81N ffSAT HR b o1 I8 Ier
BT 3R Il Rep1fS B, uRiar o folg 87 &R 5 ol QISfaT of+iT Secicye faan
g, fhemy 9ffthdie & orferpR v B

BRI TN & fob &S 91eR] 3l B 3, fay wU 3 o fUser & §, S Wiideer
DT &7 8, TSI & &, STTSARIT &7 8, T8T 89 Al & 1ol 3 Ueh-Uh QI8 faT o~ ¥
< & foTY IR €] 89 98 IR HoR Y U &) 397 Ty <31 H Uoel I Ty ISer]
T pHT 81 SRR AT AN I So¥C ol Al BRI TR A T dRIe DU T 3 &,
SIS &b IRE Fe I ehall & 3R I ftheg Ticfthcbe ar T fferprR < o1
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ST & fo ST I8 3reeT JUAN BT 3! ¢re T e, ¢re H-dTer JMTa,
ST BHI o 98 ST &Il

ST et IRTRER BT, ST S TS T el AT TATTaRUT fhaT ST HehdT
&1 I8 AT BN, Wil 78] BT gfeh TUIET &b ATER UR BITN ST Y Jurer el Ht
IR B0 A TS P FFRICR 3R BFRT GRT SATG™T BT ST BN, 3 fohedT afeh
& BT § 21 IWT & FIfh fh P 8T H G &b 918 SHb FI1-qT YR 81 8, 319
Tt Y UdT 81 3AY SFhAST § USRS 8 ST 3R AN T STRIFT & ATgaT
FECTTITI TR it b foTu et =T Uil 997 hRUT agaehl o fof fareiy oy & fSfefept
UfeRTSE BIAT &, SO S9N 4T 3ITW| TRIUIE ATSHY diF ATt &l I8 Ut ITeT &b
foTT ey 81T, Uger i ATeT &t 9Tt oft 319 Ui ATeT & 81 IR-IR M1t SIFT Ul &,
TIFDR DICT TSl &, SHH S UTd HTeT T TTElT T &1 GIgaR et AT &l &Y e
o foTU, ART ST UfeRTST 5311 AT I FHY H HERTSS H i) 31t 3UIfSTer o, gferd
DI H URTST G311 9T, HR GIEeR Dl hexac ATl H d1E H HERTSE H <feh T AT,
JlSscg St & GIgaR ol TfehT chll JeT Pedt Y §u Bl T8T & fob ATl Teb b FIger 378l
fFepet, IepT hevere §3TT Tl Ueh I Hail & QIgeR Sl 3TRal A 378 | Uep st H
Bfe HAT o, feTepT STEeR Ueb 3TRG 3 78T 2Tl I GfoRT fSUTEHE ¥ 317 8 TR TTaevie
giRuce { Wfcfthbe oI 81 3FR g8 Al § o HH! BT Fiefhde AT AT IHD!
AT Tt STt offl &9 1ot & 81 TR ol geirar faT, R ol T Uep a1ivg
ERI9 &1 ST & AT ST SART BT &l
(1815/SK/PS)

S Al & 7 T Farifad § f6 RerR 89 d@ ofikal § %d 8 1)
SIS YA AN TS & S I§ e e & & Uep g b & F3ll + g &
fop TRT TSR ST STIRGT  37eT T 3R I8 JTATST & MMHR UR ST AT AT H F2u=
¥ SR & AN &% &, I8 37 D TS el I R SRR Pleil Tl ey geic
AT ATl & ST Tped H AT T H I8 YANT <27 oFT, IAT JehR b TRANT <2 H <feT T8
gl 3T 3/ UaiIScd el 8N df T BNT? FRURTY AT 7331 &1 Al a7 8RIT? 39
R & oTY T8 T PR i STETDHT &l

RF31eT &b T Tep HEIMT Ul YCelTs R Hebcl o, T deb bls TS el Tl Hebell
oIT, 378 Ueh Y Ul UCelTs R T MId TSI fohalT T 21 Ugel Ueh HEMT Ugel Ueells el
TS T, AN T <9 8T STt off, fohedt =¥ k=T ST 81T T, Arer o o oie g ar
FIT BT SISO T ST WH B I T FleT Usel TeclTs Y Tohdd &, I8 39 foeT H fham
T &l
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I TEET Sil, ST8T Teb T8l &b G b 1T 8, ATTDh! 1ol BN foh
TN TIC IS, oI T 8 Tl ST, TTSAT bl TRT heT, T T TRIGLT 81 A
NRAT 37 g Y9107 & 2Kl & It s B1e 81 81 919 StoR §RT IRV &
fehT BRTY, AFTREDT BT IR THR & g Y T2 dreT T 3R o & dwal ot
YT ST T TSI R T &1 319 IR T Rieed U7 T & o 39 a1g
PIS TRST AR PRSP o 81 el FBN T YRT ShFLI SIFAIGTSN BT IUART PR
R Toie VT 9178 TS 81 U8l 594 HT 98 99T WhiS 21T e 53 H eR el 200 392
o firetelt off 3R SR I3 7 3000 B0 H ffereit offl 39 folq &5+ el fob 319 StelR
T8I HYthareRR FaR ToIc eRTIER ATl e Cic H g1 caletTol! aael] & fob 7eR eie
ST SRR IS JATciparal I &R SN AT Sl el UR el 31T ST g7
TE2 b RIeeH BT X1 ORE I $-Ta-19 & A1 SISl &1 S Hofl, ART g3 Medl
T RIS AT ATHThT BITT & 389 AR T e Hebdl

EAR 29 ¥ eIl & fofy I HidISi T8l 81 IS & TR ¥Hex § ol <l &,

clfehT WSl H IS GoR el 81 Ugell IR § DR H [T & aTeT ot 1ehUT bl
e <1 TS 81 AgtharaRy A it 8T & & il ot oy TrpR bt e et A A,
3T I HiS I BRI TfSh IR DY MST TA™ F IRIFT 2l

fthewRT Afcfthdre & oy ST U7 ST &, S Afcfthde et STa €, are et
fereT t 31T BIS| 31T T YRS [haT AT 81 THDT PFIC YRIEHT o1l SISFT
bl GRYIT HT PRI @M1 PRI URT AT thet [SeFeldR N SIS bl fheig bt Y
PFRICR URIET <, febei=IT 3T fHiehet TeT &, T &1 X&T &, T XM SR FHTfOrehar &
ST & 91 Afefthare fFet

QR dTeHT &1 ThiUTT g8 STxl ol 89 39 fofy Y o &1 38 81 2ot
fOTRER  TRIFTARUT ST 8FTT 3FR faodl ot HERTSe &f et fieet! § gge & ar
98 gl Bl 81 ST P T T[S P BRUN IATCCL IRel & ST AT R H
SOPR TP WO, Tl IR S AT ARG 31MYds URT 31T ST

IRY BT MSAT FAEER T8 81 ureHill f&eT H 721 a1l b forg faehy JerR fva
ST UREET el H GUR HR &b oy A2Mel SRS diferdT 91 ¥ 81 39P
IR H g N 7 D8 b MY FART SAUIE of ol H Hed! Hiel 89 A gotfded ol
SR I DT YT &R W8T §, S &ATs SI8TS H A1 Tl fcd Tty BIdl 8, $uR
SPITHD FTRT BT SN HfeelT @RS 81T, MU T, Ui, S1edT fBrei 3y
QIR AT doaR TR ¥ feeetl, fleet A SRR, ficell I og=es ST ddbill I oy

golfdrgen BT, ITAY et UR TorlT, S9eT S ¥ STTUT, aTvoret 9 JITat| et St o
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IeT Y& 8, STET B BISHR T Il &, S BH IC P! fChe BT a1fh FIel bl DRT
& B ST

HIH1Y 3Teger Sff, H 980 IR JaRIT © fob e H ‘S a9 SIofel UR Feld &,
IAPT P UfeT fhetier 115 8
(1820/MK/RC)

AR H 100 WRAC R $ATeT W Fefcl! 8, 98 69 fp.HY. & 3R getfded a
AT H 31TS 81 FITRIT SIT bl U BT, BT 9 B, FHT Dl a1 H ST I8 8 Fraw
s@rﬁ%‘cﬁwél (T I8 TONT B b AT, & IR TR eles &l 33 lcqoc?ﬁ
X H 10 ¥ 25 AT Y &I Pl UG & 1R & NI JATSHT DHSIS § FHT AR
SHUIC AfATYC DRT, Thidred UTe[2 thi 1R SSSI- &1l

3TeeT HEIGY, &aT H Te dlell S9eT SR a4 oY oTT &l J9a! dTel 39 IR &
R 3B 81 IOl HedTeT il &b TepreR H T IHebT S1.UT.3TR. & R8T 81 FL-AY ST Ul
FoTl aTeTl 8BTS ST8To, Xefd, SIS IS XeTd, 311 ST Hel off 38 81 297 § FHT S8 guR
BT J&T &1 T 5ot Sff Y 21 off It § S SIS Y GehoU T 8, I8 TheH 3T B
SIeTY 89 71eTeT IAUIC UTfoTHT &1 X8 81 3FR Is 153 I8 el b 89 3 IR el
RAT & AT 31T FT HIRTY 3MTH SR PIs Tt Tal, Sexl 78] 8l e Sae ¥
9 3TNy &l 31T T} g ST &1 o H SecT SN dh fSTg I8T b AR 7 §91S &,
ST fobe i Frax ST 8 FraR AR BT AR HSFCR PRI Bl 8l 225-230
fop =Y, gferfe & fexare St U7 e S 50 Uy Uity fop. =Y. 8T oI SiaRer &t
TR AT etde BT ST HrE- BIs BT Rved oY 31T T=IT 81 3TYDT T B HIS
forer & o feehe ot H oY e 81 gX st H U Reerfey & fob dhedrer U g ot
g, ifer feare T2l gied &, Rid HRUT IS SRR °1e § &, Fadh! 8Teid BRI 8 T8
81 ST 9 7S SHITAT Pl A b foTq, THEDT TUIE IR P ol §h oT¢ kT he
ST o foTg, ST WRUIE 91 §U 8, 37 81 AR fSurcHe H a9 UId a7 38 8 iR I 99 Ui
TR UIC S B, TR heie8 &1l I S J81 WSl 8T, S Areel ¥l (IR &l TV &l
g9 =1$ Reerfer F S o fory 18 iquIe aiferdt AeFTet idel UR &+Tai| 399 Ue Ry
T G RIeCH A STST ST, g9 13 ST B, $b foTq B i+ Tereisie] e
&, TIHC H TRB J Hft 7S P 3FR DI 0T Dl &5 A1a) a1y, 3Id §, el a1ev
ql 1S UTecTd eI &1 U8 3TTUHT ATRIDR 81 SR 1T 37U 15 H Y31 Ble dleil THA
TATT TTE & AT TeATgT, ST 8T Bledy AT JoidT &, 3T JATSY, T ST T 3

o, IS ST Tal gl
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H TUePT Uep ST <18l & fob TS, 3ATE Faer 3R AeRTHT H res! i
g RBR 7 ar T S W o 21 T 197 7 S WR I3 48 g AT e, =T AT
T8l 81 3R Y WR 43+ dTel AN WR helee a7 3 g5 3iRR feae ve ot 25 Tt 7
&1 ST AT STRT AT <311 37 o7l & fob 39 fofq feT, iR thredd, g7ep fSSTsf=r &t
IGEAT, I DT AT BIS, 7S Ta-leioll, Stotel D ol fecHicd Fel Selfded A
T UBR & S RaTege T 89R Ufuer $eeal A gU 8, 3t grRaulc a7 arett Al
&9 S0 B9 Ugal 2 e 2T & fb S I 98 folv shad) 89 S9! deg T, il
TE! DT, AT AT IIEAT TAT T8, B [T & SMRIBR BT 2T o1 aATedl
<t. frfrepic g (Mrse): Fie &1 4 ot 9o =iy
St TR STIRT TShRY: SINAT I AT, INAT 81T .. (QTIEIT) JTodi b 31fRied J1fdR
ST o foTY TRe ATzl eIt § arior uRas, ardt g9+ Aol faar & fob geifaes
99, gelfdree 3T Repell, getfaree aTge 3R I1AT Wet bl 3iTel R, argep, Sordt
3R & g7ep! IRIAC ST A Heh R T 8 P& ¥CC TaHE G %8 &, o 718l I 8
&1 B 3T ST PaT fob TRIS SISHT S ST H & &, ST TSI S &b fofv T
3ffer RereT oIFT usdT & af 89 @el & 39% folv getfaes a1 arfl, R saifdes
HleR T 8T 3R 98 13 ol 3Tdhel SR M ST U 3T & forw affer
Rererm oy =1fay, affer Rararm I ormer 44 § I8 AT S| IR 17eHT & forw <Y 81,
<= et & forg affer Reram &R
(1825/YSH/SNB)

3 Tl & fob 218 f7 g TNfaSrT fopam 81 Fif3e U & 8o Cedlor ot Sordl
Y _UIdRT R 6T i fhar &, cifte I8 oar wR fSuve 81 3iclT, $Hex &f By
TS & el 81 3 IR HRATS IR & ol B8R URT DS STRIBR & &1 caxdT, Hef
3R <1 I IR T & T 87 39 DI I off %2 8 A1 TEe Sff, b
3Rl arel T S & e, SRET Teemsht & oy Aues, Svqul dredt & fofy
TSI XY TV &1 TE DT DR A IR Gy HE<qqUT DI <h1of 81T T S S@ oARg A
b1 FSFTehT TerdTSe A Hici 81 8l & 8 =18l siiTl H+Y aga hIfreT oY, <ifdhT 7 3 1 4 UR¥T
gl B9 PR GpbTl H el o fb 50 WRIC T HId PH D, Afch § qUT w0 A 39
ftheTalT T TP g fob I8 &l & Uil G o7 & fob &9 59 B[ b el e
3 3R 3T ot & TEART & 3T T I 7R dTel AR DY TR B & qTaT| <9 H
40 TRIC TRAISS .09, R 8l &1 & 31T IGhT §1d Tl Bl 39 foTT Seativic
fther RIeCH BT 31 YfeTd aTeTT ATl T8l I 3Te HHRT B ... (TTET)
oY 3R IS TERT (FERTIYR): T8 <l 8 &I, .. (SITET)
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Y FfrT SRR TSR H GR feieT b 9T ¥8T 8] §9R HBEHUS & e FAT &1 Seh!
ST STSAR AT J&T T dl FR 7 dl IR T 7R MIST 8T8 TS § Tt & HROT S
T3 & A UR ATl 1T T, @ Seeiivic Sfthes RIEH & BRI 39 19 X 38 ol
TSI SR A AleRIgos MR & IR § foet ardf} seufey St & A1e 89 & forw
gt &, forT o7 I et T1g &) ST, S99 3 89N feurdhe JMMeR & Arey 39 oirs
M ISR 3R A AIeRIges dIg-l & foTT 9T ST Sy &, Flfh I T
qlefdl & fob ST 89 Peure OR ST & < brg HT TR 89 HR <l 8, I77eb JATDRI T
Reor oY 3 ST 7 B

3TEET FRIGY, 3TTST YN 2T BTed UR UTfehTT &1 STt 81 b S IR &S 8l & af
TIREAT MR TFHR AR it &, ORI 3 TaiISe 8l & 3R AR 1R 91 &, 39
forq oY fom ST QMU E1 7 31! HIhd U BICT A T PHxdy STUHT 0T GH BTl
gAHC UE- & fofT T T &1 39 0% T &l Yal & b 8o Ue=iT IT Fal g&=|
Wﬁﬁwmg%qﬂéﬁéﬁ#%aﬁ% cashless treatment during golden
hour T&et T & H AGE B &l IS &1 SNARANST AT & folT 1feres areR < 18
g1 SR T Socte PR a1t & foll HAR TaeT & TR B3R Tae= I8 & o o I
1988 H 100 U BT BTG AT T& 37T <1+ I TR-TAT ST 300 I 400 BT fehaT &
PR B9 & 219 & <% aF a9 1988 & 100 BUY Y hIFT 37T 5000 T &, aF 0T
B T8 & fob Igd BIg T 81 89 Pdel 100 BUY I SIS 300-400 DU e BT
BIe fhdT 81 G21 oI & fob ST & ST H TE HRAT TP &l SOk SIS b
3R I BIC 1D & I MSAT TATT & TR I TaRfISe &I & dT S+ J1T-1oeT &
forT off g Mt &1 NS Y 91T &, TeT8eT W 91T P 8, HiT doc Tal
ST 81 319 A & SeaTe IR 37fieh U & 3TN 39 aiid gy Feifad ar
el 8l ST Bfeeyel €, S e & fob e dled I8, <lifchT et 1g 9w faTTs =7a
el AT SI-9Y I8 UTEC Tt dl U SR SADT ATSHNT Diviel &1 ST, o Ue Atet
< foTq et &1 ST ST TRT6 Fgeha & 3R GHeHT H Ted MHSR & df 9aH i &3
R T ST fehdT T 81 HICR ATl & Faiferd Uect 5 &R Y 10 Hfierd 9gIR 53
& 3R JI oI & fob 3ATST & ST 5 I8 STl T8i 21 Ig a¥ 1988 o 19 A S 53
8l SeTarel+eh TAIAHE, Aeel A€ AU IS T TS, Ugel’T I T 1 o IR BoR
TTae 3R ERTS TS b DR GHEHT BN UR hlreerex IR AT 2T Y iferor fepar
81 3IRY IR F&T & fob &S UIcT IR Repr H Ugel SrgaR 2T, elfehT SI5aR b
AT Ueh HEIIT Bl & 1 87 AT e’ e 8, 3R g8 FR ST AT ol I &
Tl foretar o, dr S AR Bt Y g9+ ATfAeT T 81 3% BRI I BRIST Fer
No cap on liability of insurance, Ugel 89+ 10 &R $T U IGT offl HHet - PaT [
DI T PRI AT BHRT ST ISR ATeT feegIel & T8 Sl ol dTel & 98 o




22.07.2019  Sh/Hcb Uncorrected / Not for Publication 387

(1830/RPS/RU)

a8 Y g 3T R T B1 GRARY T H3MMESIT 50,000 DU 3 IGTR 5 G
B T TIT 81 Tl W T UThaT B ST S91-IT T-T &1 ATel-ATet detd &l ool
%, SIS AR 9, PIC H AT o, I RRCH Dl GERT TAT & fob et bl UfehdT SIRATT
8l STV J3ATaoT & A P folg Fer-fiar Ff3a di 78 & fo g7eaRe ot o &
Teh HTg b HIR AT D, Tl FelHe 5 TRI U JITISIT i b IR &1 THTHT 80
gfcrere ATl H A A IR HEAT § AeetHe, foe TS I & gatEs H 3110 AT el
PRSP 25 BIR BUY H Tl TG BRI BA [T 81 389 H3ATIN b Ty Jepandroit H
HECqUT T BT G DIC Teb ATl Tl W8 &, R §U UNARI b ANl T &-a4 Flel
dap U1 T8 e 8T & 3R I8 U YR & I7eh HUR I 81 &t AT ey aret
I foret 81 8 R A Uep IR Gl AT FET ! &l ST A8l § fob 8HR Ffagr
T ¥ec foRe 8, drianc foRke 3R dee folke &1 TRIUIC & fas dmiane folRe H &
I ARDR & DI HT SIDBR o BT §RT I el &, Sh SR Pl Gl Tal
<Y ST, SpereT 39 &5 H GER R b [TV I el <I1T 7T &1 A1 el & &
T BT b d 39 faeieh R faaR o, 37 WR g ot &, goira ot < 3R 3D
1S 39 HoR HT | Tl e ol §U, H 370 d1cl FHTH SRell &l Iga-Igd &-IaTel
...(ETTE)
Teh HEH 1T WE: T3 Sff, T SISaR) Y AT BT Pls AIUSTS &7...(TT)
AT STEFeT: HHIY S, 3T 2l %0 -Tel §8 ol MY IRE S 81 35 A8y

..(9ET)

Y FfRTT SRR TSR 3eger Sit, U BicT-AT [ 8, JaAr ST 8l .. (a9 S8a¥
< TofU T8 UTerer= STefT 7T T fdb TS UT eaifch 81 b GIgeR a1, I8 feleepel Teld
AT 3R 319 3 epreT T 7T 81 BRATUM & e H3iY Sft #R Uy 3A1Y | grgear SrsfaT
3BT XA &, T SADT JaY &l S a7 g&f [ha1d AT & AT AN AT 7, SFdT
Pl Y T2l 81 SATT 3T Bt P 85 HapTet i3IT B, (@)

(sfer)
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A1 3TEF&T: IRTd IR ga:

“fp A1ex T AT, 1988 T 37k FNe e alet fTdye W faR
o STy

...(STTI)
AT 3TEYET: AT IS, ToiloT §6 SISyl
...(TTI)

I 3TeTET: -1 H3T Sif, 31e 31T geiel STdTel Ael <
...(HFE)
T STEET: AT SR, TSl 36 STgul 314 99 W) =il 8l
...(HIE)
T STETET: AT HEN0T, H fthe 3118 R Y& § o ST H Ue IR A1
e dieT g ol GA¥ IR H 31T 43 TG T&T A G1 A=Y IR A @fehR JebReT gl

...(TgYM)
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1833 hours

SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMTHITTA): Sir, | thank you very much for
allowing me to participate in the discussion on the Motor Vehicles (Amendment)
Bill, 2019 which seeks to amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

1833 hours (Shri Kodikunnil Suresh in the Chair)

First of all, | would like to place my concerns over the Bill, if it is passed.
The Government claims that the intention of this amendment is to enhance road
safety measures and scale up efficiency in the transport sector. However, on
the pretext of this move, the Government is trying to take away the powers of
the State Governments thereby harming our federal system. It intends to
privatise the transport sector.

Clauses 3, 12, 25, 30, 34 and 40 of the Bill seek to curtail the powers of
the State Governments to regulate the procedures regarding the issuance of
driving licences, registration of vehicles, operating Road Transport Corporations
and inter-State bus services. ...(Interruptions) These clauses affect the revenue
of the State Governments from the issuance of driving licences and registration
of vehicles. Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to insert a new Section ...(Interruptions)

Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to insert a new Section, namely, Section 2B
which empowers the Central Government to exempt certain types of
mechanically propelled vehicles from the application of the provisions of the Act.
(1835/NKL/RAJ)

Clause 12 seeks to insert a new section, Section 25A, into the Motor
Vehicles Act. Section 25A stipulates that the Central Government shall maintain
a National Register of Driving Licenses. It further provides that “all State
Registers of Driving Licenses shall be subsumed under the National Register of
Driving Licenses by a date to be notified by the Central Government.” This
means that the State Governments will lose their powers to process the vehicle
registrations thereby losing their revenues.

Clause 25 of the Bill seeks to insert a new section, Section 62B, into the
Act. This Clause provides that all State Registers of Motor Vehicles shall be
subsumed under the National Register of Motor Vehicles, and thereafter, the
State Government will lose its powers over vehicle registrations.
...(Interruptions)
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HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI SURESH KODIKUNNIL): Hon. Member, please
wait for a few minutes. Yes, hon. Minister.

... (Interruptions)
SHRI NITIN JAIRAM GADKARI: | have already insisted on it that whatever the
tax decided by the State Government, only that total amount will be deposited
into the account of the State Government. We do not want to take anything. The
system is that the dealer is taking the vehicle to the RTO. Due to this, there is
corruption. But now, no one is taking it. That is the reason that whatever the
State Government or the RTO decides, that amount is to be deposited into their
account through online system, and the number will be given by the State
Government. We are not taking even a single paisa. Whatever amount will be
fixed by the State Government, that will be the registration charge. We do not
want to take anything. Please try to understand.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please continue.
SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMTHITTA): Sir, the Government proposes to
insert a new section, Section 66A into the Motor Vehicles Act through Clause 30
of the Bill. Section 66A seeks to empower the Central Government to frame a
National Transportation Policy. The aim of the National Transportation Policy is
to establish a planning framework for all forms of road transport covering
passengers and goods transportation, which include granting service permit and
specifying priorities for the transportation system. This policy will also seek to
enhance private participation and public-private partnership in the transport
sector. The proposed National Transportation Policy will have grave
consequences that it may lead to the destruction of the public transportation
system in the country by eliminating State Road Transport Corporations
functioning across the country.

At present, the Road Transport Corporations are being operated by
various State Governments in the country. These Corporations cater to the
needs of the rural poor, by connecting far-flung areas and remote villages. The
privatisation as per the NTP will not serve this purpose because the private
operators see the transportation as a lucrative business rather than a service.

Clause 34 of the Bill seeks to insert a new section, Section 88A which
empowers the Central Government to make schemes for national multimodal
and Inter-State transport of passengers and goods.
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Sir, at present, almost all State Road Transport Corporations, involved in
Inter-State transportation of passengers, are issuing travel tickets at fair prices.
However, since National Transportation Policy is aimed at privatisation of the
transport sector and the empowerment of the Central Government in making
schemes on Inter-State transportation, it will adversely affect the interest of the
people using public transportation facilities.

The amendment of Section 110 of the Motor Vehicles Act through Clause
40 seeks to empower the Central Government to direct a manufacturer to recall
the motor vehicles harmful to the people and the environment. The insertion of
new sections, Section 110A and Section 110B are virtually curtailing the powers
of the State Governments in this regard.

The aim of Clauses 4, 5, and 7 is to amend sections 8, 9, and 11 of the
Motor Vehicles Act, which is regarding the procedures for obtaining a learner’s
license.

(1840/KSP/PC)

As per this section, the issuance of Learner’s Licence is the prerogative
of “the licensing authority having jurisdiction in the area”. However, the Bill seeks
to substitute this by a provision which empowers “any of the licensing authority
in the State”. There is no clarification on the nature of authority. It can either be
a Government agency or a private agency having jurisdiction across the State. |
am afraid that the new provision will lead to malpractices and corruption as there
is no clarity regarding the nature of authority and its jurisdiction.

Clause 5 of the Bill also seeks to amend Section 9 of the Act by omitting
the criterion of minimum educational qualification for the applicants of licence.
What is the pressing need for diluting the provision for minimum educational
qualification for procuring a driving licence? The Government should stick to the
minimum qualification if it really wishes to ensure road safety.

Clause 16 of the Bill seeks to amend Section 40 of the Motor Vehicles Act
by replacing the words “a registering authority” with “any registering authority in
the State”. What does it mean? Like other licensing agencies, does the
Government want to delegate a number of private registering authorities the
responsibility of the registration of motor vehicles? What are the criteria for the
selection of such ‘registering authorities’? The provision of ‘any’ can lead to
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malpractices and corruption. Therefore, | request the Government to make a
clarification in this regard.

The Government seeks to insert a sub-section into Section 116 of the
Motor Vehicles Act through Clause 42, and this sub-section also portends
Government’s move to privatise the transport sector. The sub-section 1A of
Section 116 empowers the National Highways Authority of India and “any other
agency” authorised by the Central Government to construct traffic signs on
highways. | suspect that the ambiguity regarding the selection criteria for the
agency is to help some private agencies. In the same vein, Clause 43 of the Bill
seeks to amend Section 117 of the Act by inserting a provision which empowers
“any other agency” authorised by the Central Government to determine parking
places.

Therefore, | conclude my speech with an observation that the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 is aimed at the curtailment of the powers of the
State Governments. This bill is virtually against the federal nature of our
Constitution. If the Bill is passed, it will definitely affect the public transportation
system in our country by eliminating State-owned bus services from our roads.
It is against the interest of the common people in the country since the Bill
indicates the Government’s move to privatise the transport sector in the country.
Hence, | strongly recommend and request the Government to withdraw the
move to insert the aforesaid Clauses into the Motor Vehicles Act.

(ends)
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1844 &1
Y Ter QET (TS STR) ¢ HEAT IR S, § A1) I (e 8, 2019
T THEIT PR b foTY ST G311 | H AT HAT FHfcT TSehRT St T Ao el
g, ORT UR I78I7 9 fdel & IR § R A& Bl 81 eI Ta| BRI, Ffodh W I B
GIRTE T STERTTT HRIATI T AT & HS H IeTehl daT fopait ST &, SHPT I8
qfery fem &

afer oft, # FfoRT St & qR H GrIdT §) 519 I7eT GRS gaTT T, 9 39
TeRITSe & 99 Y IR gov BIR fth 1 U T Y1 HERTSE H Jefdd! & A1 4
TSR] ST IREAT 8 T Hg S 2MER H 3eh IS Jed, FAI3MIeR foist 3R qU-AY
R T FHT0T &R b OX <9 A o TR bl d&eTd of AT a1y, ST Srai uRed
fem
(1845/SPS/RP)

5 SISl G Tl 31cet it b |l I1e e d1e & faeef 5 467 & a1
Al HBRTSE H Ueh fch § HBR A ST 3e6T P BRAT 8, FHDT STRIST ofcl Y I
f&=T sreet St 1 Fifer Sft 1 faeett H gefrer B AT 3R ST ™ Bl I8 AW
JERIT H TR AIGT Sit T Y g=d1e A7 18 b a9 2014 § AR ST UIet bt
RPBR I &b 1 I8 14 i St T ST B R 39T iR e SfY g+t st
ShIfeT 3 & H &Tq 81 THCRT SfY =1 37U ATeT Siehe vl 8U Ueb ST bl 98T el 7 A
9 e § TIaR fHaT 81 98 Uger Hat 81 el arafdehdT ol TdhRT 3R BaT b
H IR ATeT § 39 <2 H 31 5 oIRg GeRiRee 31R 1.5 oRg AK BIdiT 8, ITH P bl 181
PR TTT SHDT T&T el a8 Gol H I TIDR T 81 # 71T Sft bt Uep airey b
TG fob 3 T 5 oTRT TeRATSe 3R 1.5 TR HIdh Il &, e1febT 311U Hgehl T AT
IR < ¥ IS 8, 3R AU I8 el T 81T Al TaRilSe el Tem Y gl iR Al
T T T Il ST ST GEAT PH 88 3R 37T T Il RN &, 98 SR 8 31R
JeerRlY 8, A FfeF Teast STt & BRI I8 T dhclel § &1 § I8 91 ff Je7 &
HTEH { 2T HR b AN} e U <Ted &

A SfY 7 fet & aRke o 3T 90 ®s T & & g7 el o & wewt &
Pe & oIl o &1 8 Em 3R FEER A oI eides Rywiveicd 1 e
PRI GERIR & IR § 8, e I AT 37feiep THDRT & 81 a8l W At el
sclfcpoT & fAT 81 H3T VAT 8T oI fob el & foly o et o fofy g 81 937 Ueb
1T T G SRR Bl & fob faeT arfefaric SHIsh! & getarcs Rusivee @ fbamt
SAPHT et TR, 3% IR § § 88 e H ot 7af el Uil U “diueT thuget!
feT, JoR-thuseil firet, Fray il &bt S /a8 Aebell &, FTa-y @Il ol gfarer e
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D! &, FTRIRT I STRTSEIT ST H TR <27 T A 96 |ahal 8, U fet T ot gt
U @R URY R b foTU 3R 3-3 ATl ol & al § e § & o gotacs
Resuefee & folq I8 g IS P1g ACBhT UTH PR dTell e 718l ol uTferiHe §
URT B & q1&, TCVST HHET GRT TIPHIT & & d1e 3R 15T FHT P IfGHH Aida
D! IRT el B &, R Teh IR ey AT BT BRIBI IRT 87 &P 1S QIGRT IHD!
qTfelam™e § @M1, JISRT T/ -1, dF § AT § b 89 dRT uTfoiamic SHIshaT I
gTferam™e &6 S TRHT 8, IThT Bl 7 Bl BT PR &l WF U Hal, Bs foeT 8l ol F
94 7T 1 A1eft g fop i Sft 3 oA @ A g9 folef & IR oI IR @s 8lap fawa
ST &Y 81 89 S UffeRIT & foTg I8 3ot a1 =18l 81 § I Jal g fob I8 i
€, ST AT T &, T8 llep FHT L.l o HTEgH A I < D AN bl [ b
T RACTIRICTT 85 TIRFT T TS| S IeTebl &S] qRT RN, ST Setferes Ryrouefed
BRI 91T G 2 B, oifchd H HFT § fob &5eT 31U 31T H I&eTTd oI T Ueb FrART
3T UTH EITN 39 R H 4t T 7 T 8HepT IR bRt Tl g At ART et &

arerer Sft, # f9eT & ART o foiegpet ST 78T <1e, Fifd fdet a8 3resT 8l 39
fet & gt STHBRY T&T IR &1 TS 8, 2AfehT AR P& YT R.SV.3M. T WRiRSe & IR
o IR R ATET URATSE 81 b 918 § T 98¢ 99T Jaelld 997 foeT & e 4
Jg oY 81 38T & fob Usel TeRiiST 81 & a1 Al H&S 8l dRd o, olfdh 319 Hag Pl
31R A& B dTet B! gaifed T fam ST # VAT H197T € o I8 Uab a8 ars| Juaifed
81 Srgept ot gaRiise 8l 8, Sl qRa Refits et # 43 A8ley Sit @ U a1
ST TR o ART RAARTEAT, AR STaTea! ARBR Dl ol & 3R Ig o1 A A1fey,
QIfehT ARDBR T F1IH ST TTRY, TRBR bl =l I+ TATSY| T AR A T-TeRT
3T BHR S H €, ST 99 B § STOHT-39T IS < Hebdl &1 S 8HR &3 & T
i1 Terew qRA AT oY 3R IGH AR < b IR 9 U i 7 Tedise 9 Relfes
ST giRuced €, 9 813d A1 99-8$ g9, STl UilSe &l €, a8l W e Suctey
PRIV| ST TR SR TgT AR AT H 108 Dl FIAUT IJucTeds IRT IGET &, FoRH B
Rl 81 ST 3T ST 8
(1850/KDS/RCP)

g o AT el 7 37U Uep el Y bRl TRy i SiY UfeRTsed
Bl &, ﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁ&awaﬁﬂaaéwwsﬁ?wﬁﬁrﬁmﬂmaﬁlﬁwg
%g@aﬁ@%ﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁsw Uh ST BT HRAT TV e BT SN BIT &,
fth BT SWNT BIAT &1 TS PIs 3MSHT AR ST & T S9TNG BY-T bl IqD I
TSd 81 31T IQ T & o1 3t S9TNT U= T 3TYAT TRTST 7 TSV A9 ST
PRI 31T SFSAT & URT Ueh oTRT hRle DR J SIIST 9 &, @7 SV al I8 AT
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U7 Y ufectes T &) 81 UNAT 31T0eh URT UeT & 7R AT ST SUINT 18l X Ty & ar
T T 39 U DI 399 STied ERUce™T BT AT ST W SITET fhaT STV 37k STgi
IR A S VAT Bl &, R PO &l &0l A I 2ic Bl 3CS Rep S Bifeeeel §
TS o, ITDI TAT-SRe I 2T |

AT Hele, - USRI T eINT SIEUTeT ol UGl od 8, clfch Bl J
ST TTeh UAT ST el BICT T TIeb ST SICHT o -Tal BIcTl I8 HaY &S Ueh JeT &
H 39 T & ATead A AR F3AT St 7 98 Y SIRIE e o §9ANE Uit &b I
P YfRIST P Pl TCIC A TUS e Pl R SAGERT o1 dTMETl I/ & U HebfioH
T (FHTOT H_AT TS

FIYIT H8IY, IR 1T SfY T Sfthep &b IR A T Gep eiTa I8 <11 A1
TATAT PHRAT ATV S T&T UATee! RO YT St ST 8] PHRAT ATy U7 STHT e
T TH TR SATTHER I BT 2R, FTART UERIR T e H DI Hag et il Yot
T T AT AT 9T AT 8, I8 370! a1 81 H Y A& (3 iR g1 AT 3iR P
R TR =T =TfRY) et & I dietdl & fob ST AT =TT il fapaT ST 2,
AT 9T TTed, 3R 37T Told ¥l al ST ITor 9RAT & Tl 31T Tofd BNy &l 7,
T AU TS T&T =AT TS TSt AT RTTT 31fIeh &Y, SHbT RidT &% 8l el aTfeul
IR AT AT T8I PN AT JTDT AT R Dl IMeIheT 8 ol g dfi-aeft
OTeCT SITaT I 3 ST Yfel’d TR <Tefi Y1 tis SR & Aceme @R od &, S
féh 3R ESTR BUAT AT & AT UTar Al BUY SR AT b YRT &R ATl 3TTSTebed ol Fge
AR TN AISTSe dIfSAT & HTegd F e |l AR 81 AT U7 S dTel |l YRR Bl el
d 81 39 UDPR P AN Pl 89 The-Udhg ¥ TolT ST TR el WAT e & H qa]
g % 39 29T Q YRR qRd g7 & STQ|

T H81ed, H b AT I8 Y H_AT AT fob ST STREISAT & SIThIRT BI 8,
J Ulep 31Ty H ST Reh1 T T 7 bR JATCHRT bl AT dfeehet JoR el |l 81T
ATfeyl N 3T H Sftheh defiR R &7 B I HIF BT MY AT TR @
WIS oRTHT 8 I Bl 3R Rived Saerd kUl Sfthds STTthaR Teld ANl dI Udhs, <ifde
Sfthep &b T 3T MSAT Pl A, 31T UfecTds P IR Reb Cftheh ST &l Uh
T RIARICTT URF BH_AT DIS 1P a1 el &l 3qP IR H ff &Pl 3T aTet f&HT A
ST S & ST &l T IR T &7 AN BT 31 dTel AT § BT BH_eAT Il

FYIRT 78ISy, Betiic & aR H Hf =1 55t Sff ¥ 3refY g foh ST oIRT &etie
el TS, 1! IS SFTRIT ST 81 § AT AT Sif 3 I8 deT d1ed § b 39
980 IS8, YT ST STfSATS T 81 $HPT Uep RReH F1sY & il Sfthep
ST &, I ST H BefHie TG STTN| T U 8efiT el &, I IS b 9] g
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geic SRTUI ST Il aTel BT T8 T AR fob TRBR ST ST bt FGRET PR+ bl
SITeT RIdT et &, 7 b WIgT o Ty ST STHT e ahll IGehT ST bt hiad bt foid]
TRBR DI 3Teep &1 8 T Y HAST < T BT BT TS AT AT I R U7l <
DY BT IS of 3R AT B I JR<I BeTIC ol bl AT |l R, Tl S F8 FS]
g 3T SITQT

AT A1, I dee & IR H J J1T § b I BRIS-BI 318 8, aifdh
PRIG-BIT DT IR BT AT GO R &, T 3! Y & Il T G AT
ST NI &t FR1epTIeT U8 Eieit & fob Jars SRy erex H i foedT efeh el et 10 & 20
fopei/erer i Tiie | off &) Tercl &, ar ftf oFR I5+ Hie Sec 78l U &1, ar S
RIBHHR BT T ST 81 T8 HiR HIATE 31T T & foh 8T8-d IR T&T 200 fHirerer
T TS A MRSAT TeTal! &, I8T IR AT sec J1eHT & ATyl I8 36! 1d & [ IRaR
BIRIC-PIT ST TUT dTet T &M B o oY IICT &, oAb Tl TERIR b JTEdH A
ST GOUANT 1T & TN AT SATCT RAT Bl & $9 W At 85 1T &1 o &l
CIGRBETSIE
(1855/MM/SMN)

e IgT AR FeATd 39 el H 1Y U 8 fop ot & T g™y &t Terurid)
ST G & Il off 3TN I8 31cclTs T of, SifchT Il 9T I gy T8 T
STTT 21Tl I8 ST9 U] ST AT 1 S IR BIg TR STIAT 21T §9e0T GIRIS T ITet
o T 9T T 1T &, T8 Uep 9igl 3o fSRISi &

oS UTeT SN b IR H T8 AR AN bl DT 8 [ Wb ATeT b Il 3 Ui
AT T fopaIT ST AT i U ATel H SIF I8 ofw &SI & dl 9T axa™ arel
DI YdT Tl IeAdT & o SHPBT SR 10 &1 TIT &1 IHD 1S 3R Ui Isc & 9T &
Il IDT TG URATHT BIciT 81 I§T ART STET UR AT Ueb TeT 3 <1 TeT bl fhaT &,
Sfory &t oY oS uTet S9N & TISH 96T S & ol AN BT 9 RefToh fFrerm

g f9eT 95 3re &, ARfeS f9eT 8, foer & g & fecer H HAt A8iey = 9T e
€, ST § IYH 95 SITT ST el =T a9 2020 e 50 UR¥C Tanitscel S o
PR bl HepeuT off H AT & fob 89 997 feT T U il 3R T 1T TRDR FHD)
3T TET URT Bt Al o A & a9 2020 T HIdT § T QRIS 7 &Y, < foel & Iy
& ST & 3T aTel fAT F &5 I eae=q ! 8, I8 &9 P Uil § et are b
JE N therferod &7 e &, H3T 7RIey o Hel fdh ST 5 &1 H_AT I8 &, I8 &F
Ih SN BIS| BRI AT & fob 39 9= oft 85 311 dTet foAt 5 SSaiTar of &bl 3TTaredehalT
81 SHfed BT N foet &, I Tl VoT ARBRI T FFCelHe BT 8l aTfevl hevfored &
IR H ST AT H U IR T a1 ATfey fdh thexforod H o SRR Bl b ¥ Ta-HeH
& fora-fg IR & &xaerT Fal F_AT a1f2ul After all, we are one country and




22.07.2019  Sh/Hcb Uncorrected / Not for Publication 397

one people. So, one law must be there. ...(STH) BN HDRC folke & TR N FroFT
ERTT, ST SSelld HRAT BRI SI &, ST DI P 3FR & 31 Tl dl R daald $
JTTT? SHfRT &7 S Y foreT drg ARBR o ATeH | UTRA I 8, S T A5 TRBRY Y
HIHHT T30 §HR ST b T Hat Sff Y rTuRfed thexfolod &l a1 avd & 31K drTRfea
USRI ST &1 & af T Y A5 ARBR BT 3 A N farepel aT 82 HeT T8l oIl &
fob 3 IS faekepd 81 TATAY e TRDR SHfRd P IR H AT HY DI TFe P HEIH
uTRT PRt &, SH Tt ST IRGRT B g8 79 F THR AT a1yl 399 Mfao & fh
RIS GRPR {9 ST 3R I T & & I8 8T BAR &, 3FR st ARbR Decil & fop FHT
1 o=t T ITANT P=AT TR AT AHTG US &R Febel! & fob I J8T el H BT AT
TERTSS H FRIST § 8T IT SR U<l § fRval § B8R S99 TR A 5T ARBR 370 -7+
ST AT & IR IHSHE PRD ITAN PR Fdbcll 8, olfchT IHDT Sl Jel 8, IFb
heMiced 8, ITP] FS¥ed T Bl gY AHT 5T TRBRI Bl $H T MMyl

# foeT o1 A vl gy (e Sit T fOhR Ueb IR grwgaTe <11 =Imed § fob Ub a8
3BT el I ota 31T & T St SIY e w3, RSy AmeRT get & el ar wrifad 8 &,
farrer & T it orTfare &, Ok T T T 39 et BT URT SRaTeR ARl S A IR R
F A FTeT o1 TIT, T8 89 T o folt SISTer—Ie 91d 81 T8 I AT b HTEdH I 81 81 Uil
59 TS HHSST H BT T B ST 7137 fofet 81T & 99 W) i3 & wSfEm et 7 oif
BT 1R etfde aedfl-apdt SHfed & T uR eft utet o @it bt Uap AT fietan] ar e
TRV, FTEY SIRTT T AT BTN SATTT R STIURT &, ST ATss H WIh &9 T o
P {3t IR R 2T b AN DT SATST A SATET JIFET < TR 3TRT FGT <MY &5 92T &b
CINTI 2T ST FHY TTTIT 81 Fgcl 3Fe! TN & A Fgd AleT <Ieb §H AN el dfere 3T &
Udh 3T, P B dlel] 3R FaaTeiiel TRPR 3T & I f AT § fob drasars faef ury
BT 3TR ITT AT 2T &b ART DT FHelTT S TRE bl AFIIIT & ATl BT Bl gU &5 31T
9T TSI Tt WG The B U H Ueb IR R { AR I (Feer) faee, 2019 &
i Rl §T YT ST AHTH SRcll §] IgI-agd g=Iael

TR HIT P S|

&R
HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH): Hon. Members, it is almost
7 ‘0’ Clock. The discussion on the Bill will be continued tomorrow. If the House
agrees, the time of the House may be extended till the Zero Hour list is completed.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.

(FOR REST OF THE PROCEEDINGS,
PLEASE SEE THE SUPPLEMENT.)



