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ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES
Clauses:

1. Shorttitle.
2. Amendment of section 5.
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Bill No. 42 of 2024

. THE HIMACHAL PRADESH CEILING ON LAND
HOLDINGS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024

(AS INTRODUCED IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY)
A
BILL

further to amend the Himachal Pradesh Ceiling on Land
Holdings Act, 1972 (Act No. 19 of 1973).

BE itenacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Himachal Pradesh
in the Seventy-fifth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—

1.  This Act may be called the Himachal Pradesh Ceiling on Land
Holdings (Amendment) Act, 2024.

2. Insection5 of the Himachal Pradesh Ceiling on Land Holdings
Act, 1972, in the end of the proviso below clause (i), for sign ".", the sign":"shall
be substituted and thereafter the following shall be inserted, namely:—

“Provided further that the State Government for reasons to be
recorded in writing may allow transfer of such land, structure or
both, as the case may be, for religious, spiritual or charitable purpose,
subject to a maximum limit of thirty acres. The land, structure or
both, as the case may be, so transferred shall be used for the same
purpose for which it has been allowed failing which the land, structure
or both, as the case may be, shall vest in the State Government free
from all encumbrances.”.

Short title.

Amendment
of
section 5.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Radha Soami Satsang Beas is a religious and spiritual organisation carrying out its
activities across the county. It has set up many centres for imparting moral, spiritual, and
religious education in the State. It is actively working for eradication of castiesm, alcoholism and
drug addiction etc. It has also set up a hospital at Bhota in Hamirpur district which is catering
to the health services of the public.

This organisation has been holding land in the State beyond the permissible limit as
prescribed under the Himachal Pradesh Ceiling on Land Holdings Act, 1972, as the said land
is exempted under the provision of clause (i) of section 5 of the Act ibid.

The Radha Soami Satsang Beas has been requesting the State Government time and
again to allow it to transfer the Land and building of Bhota Charitable Hospital to the Jagat
Singh Medical Relief Society which is said to be its sister organisation, for better management
of the medical services. The proviso below clause (i) of section 5 of the Act ibid. bars transfer
of land or structure exempted under this clause. In order to facilitate the case of land transfer
of Bhota Cheritable Hospital in the public interest and other cases of similar nature, the provision
of permission by the State Government has been proposed with certain conditions. This has
necessitated amendments in the Act ibid.

The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

—

fnsg g
(JAGm‘smm@N’EGI},

hister-in-Charge.

DHARAMSHALA:
THE , 2024. Au e m@foﬁd

(Jagat Singh Negi)
FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM ' Rey, Hort., TD & RPG Minister, H.P.

—NIL—

MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION




THE HIMACHAL PRADESH CEILING ON LAND HOLDINGS (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 2024

A
BILL

further to amend the Himachal Pradesh Ceil:‘ng on Land Holdings Act, 1972 (Act
19 of 1973).

(SHARAD KUMAR LAGWAL) J
Secretary (Law). Althevdt cated
(Jagat Singh Negi)
DHARAMSHALA: Rev.,, Hort,, TD & RPG Minister, H.P.

THE , 2024.



EXTRACT OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE HIMACHAL PRADESH CEILING ON
LAND HOLDINGS ACT, 1972 (ACT NO.19 OF 1973) LIKELY TO BE AFFECTED BY
THIS AMENDMENT BILL.

Section:

5. Exemptions.—The provisions of this Act shall not apply to—

i (a) lands owned by the State Government or the Central Government;

i

(b) landsbelonging to registered Co-operative Farming Societies:

Provided that the share of a member of such society, together with his
other land, if any, does not exceed the permissible area;

(c) lands belonging to Land Mortgage Banks, the State and Central Co-operative
Banks and any other Banks.

Explanation—For the purpose of this clause “any other Banks’ means a
banking company as defined in section 5 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949
(10 of 1949), and includes the State Bank of India constituted under the State
Bank of India Act, 1955 (23 of 1955), as Subsidiary Bank as defined in the
State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banks) Act, 1959 (38 of 1959), and a
? “corresponding new bank” as defined in the Banking Companies (Acquisition
| and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970 (5 of 1970), the Agricultural Refinance
Corporation, and Agro-Industries Corporation, Agricultural Finance Corporation
Ltd., a company incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956 (1 of 1956),
and any other financial institution notified by the State Government in this behalf;

' (d) lands belonging to or vested in local authorities;

-~ Explanation—For the purpose of this sub-clause “local authority” means
a Nagar Panchayat, Municipal Council, Municipal Corporation, Gram
~ Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti, Zila Parishad, Board, Corporation, University or
other statutory bodies constituted under any law made by the State Govemment
or the Central Government;

(e) and(f) xx xx xx

1 (g) teaestates;
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(h) land as is notified by the State Government being land which is held or to be
acquired in any manner, by an industrial undertaking for a bonafide industrial
use, or by a hydel project for a bonafide project use. In considering whether
such land is so held or to be acquired, the State Government shall have regard
to the extent and location of the land, if any, already held by the industrial
undertaking or the hydel project including any land which it may already hold
for industrial or project use and its genuine requirement for future expansion:

Provided that if the State Government in the case of land notified under
this clause is satisfied that the land has not been actually acquired or has not
been actually put to use by the industrial undertaking or the hydel project within
a period of two years (or such extended period not exceeding five years as the
State Government may decide) from the date of notification issued under this
clause, the State Government may, after making such enquiry as it thinks fit, by
order published in the prescribed manner, direct that the land or any part thereof
specified in the order shall, with effect from such date as is mentioned in the
order, cease to be exempted land.

(i) lands belonging to religious or spiritual bodies or organizations, propagating
moral or secular teachings including eradication of casteism, alcoholism and
drug addiction etc.:

Provided that the exemption under this clause shall continue only as long
as such land and structure, if any, is used for its purposes by such religious or
spiritual bodies or organizations and the same shall not be transferred by way of
sale, lease, gift, will, mortgage with possession or in any other manner by such
bodies or organizations and in the event of contravention of the provisions of
this clause, such land or structure or both, as the case may be, shall vest in the
State Government free from all encumbrances.

IS qEoerd, fRo Ho, Re—1723—9S / 2024—15—12—2024—175.



