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: Address to the Legislators of the
Legislative Assembly of Himachal Pradesh

Shimla
23 December 2004

Himachal Pradesh: Missions for Prosgeritg o

I am delighted to be in _thg- beautiful enﬁronment of
‘Shimla and to get this opportunity to address the Honourable
Members of the Legislétive Aé:semblyl of Himachal Pradesh. As
you all know, the Assembly is an institution that gives' vision
for the state evolves the legal frame—work for the p011c1es and
programmes of the states and gives directions to the lives of
the people of this beautﬁul state, 90% of whorn live in rural
areas. |

' The political history and economic growth of Himachal
- Pradesh is séén_ to be rhythmic and closely interwoven with
that of our natioh as a whole. Legislative Assembly of .
_ Himachal Pradesh haé ﬁtﬁessed and wisely guided several
important phases of the State s grm'{rth since its formation in
‘the year 1948 integrating 31 .b'ig and small hilly principalities.
In the face of many challenges from its terrain and climate
various governments have i:laced. Himachal Pradesh on a

, high-growth track.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

www.presidentofindia.nic.in
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I have had the occasion to address the honourable
members of the leglslatures of other states.  As I'. was
prepanng for this visit I was thmkmg what I should d1scuss
with you that is relevant to Himachal Pradesh, ‘which has
plenty of natural resources, a hi_stor_ic_al- cultural heritage and
hard working people. I have chosen -th_e topic for discussion’

“Himachal Pradesh : Missions for "Prosperity”

Hunachal is blessed with bounw of the H1malayas ﬁve
perennial rivers, strmg of lakes SNow peaks an01ent shrines
and brave people. Hlmachal is also a home to marly a rare
'speczes of blI‘dS ammals and plants We have to collectively
see how we can ut111ze these blessmgs of nature for the

betterment of the lives of the people of Himachal and co-live.

- Our National Mission — Challenges
Our nation is gomg through a maj or challenge of upl1ft1ng .
of 260 million people who are below the poverty line. They
Our National Mission - Chailenge need habitat, they need

*  Weare one billicn+ people _ . Ay = ' , e
food, they need health’ care,

* 600,000 villages with
and they need education

700 millions people

* 260 milllon are below poverty iine._ .
(36 million are usemployed) .

= How to uplift?

and employment ﬁnally

resultmg in a good life. Our

= GDP IS growmg at more

TEE Y Podvidisn U i \11 tutdes i Ranul Lreas
||I_'|r~_i" iﬂll!l |- A AR S =

than 6% per annum.
Whereas, the_ economists suggest that to uplift the people
below poverty line, our economy has to grow at the rate of 10%

per annum consistently, for over a decade.
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Integrated Action for Development

To meet the needs of one b1111on people whose nu_mber

will further increase, we have a m1sszor1 of transformmg Indla

have? identified five areas
where India has f;'org_'
;compétéﬁciés for integra;tec_i
action: (1) Agriculture and
food processing (2) Reliable

and Quality Electric power,

Surface transport a_nd Infrastructure for all parts of the

country. (3) Education and Healthcare (4) Information ahd
Communication Technology (5) Strategic sectors. These five
‘areas are closely inter-related and when effectively addressed,

would lead to food, economic, energy and national security.

'Engines for Growth

Emphasis should be. on et
full utilization of natural and
~human resources of the
-_region to meet the demands
of the modern society. We

. .should also remember that

- about 50% of our population =
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is young people, with aspirations for a better life. Value

ENGINES FOR GROWTH addition to Agriculture,
' Manufacturing and Service
sectors of the economy,
building on the regions’ core
competenéies, - | and

technologies, will lead to high

income = growth rate and

employment potential. The engines for growth will be
launching of the five national missions viz. Water, energy,
education and skills, infrastructure and employment
generation, which will enable achievement of 10% GDP growth
rate per annum, sustainable for a minimum period of ten
years. Developed States result in developed India. Himachal
Pradesh is in the ascending phase of India’s development

trajectory.

Himachal is a unique state located in altitude ranging

Himachal thsh Profile from 450 meters to 6500 mtrs

HE I3 located In 450 meters o

T a———" above sea level. It is veiled
+ = Tils velled from dhe plaing of :
Shivalik range of moctaing

e from the plains of Shivalik

range of mountains. There is

a general increase in elevation

_ -
!'.

-4 1 '- i 4
8 Fermstios: 3%

Mmu-,...c,., ﬁ"'om'west to east and south
RO S s — “to _north. The shivaliks

consists of lower hills, these hills are composed of highly
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unconsolidated deposits, which causes a high rate of erosion
and deforestation. ~ Himachal has 49 cities and 'tolwh's
including Shimla and the urban pqpﬁ]ation are less than 10%
of the total population of the State. This is a unique situation, |
which ﬂeeds' 'tlhe- programme hke PURA (Providing Urban

Amenities to Rural Arezz} for integrated development.

Goals & Stratesios for Hﬂmxeha‘ Pmdeeka '

(.,onmdenng the core romph nce, " the missicns  for
Himachal E?’-i-adesh - are:
lzteraey, a -employment .
opp_erttinitiee -and , affordable
health-care ~ for all, and
pfoviding ~ comprehensive

physiea'l,' . electronic and

W*“dwﬁf‘zﬁﬁjjm‘% knowledge connectivity. This
will lead to prosperity for ail'by doubling the_per_ eapita income
" within the neéxt five' years through the use of Himachal’s core
strengths, and formulation of progressive agricultura]
horticultural and industrial pol1c1es towards a well developed

productive environinent,

Integrated ‘Mission'e ‘for Economic Development of
‘Himachal Pradesh

Ded.r Membere to realme these goals, I would now like to

'propose nine missions fer riimaehal Pradesh These are
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Literacy, Skills, Education and Health- Care, ,Prbviding Urban
Ameénities t(; Rural Areas (PURA), Medicinal, Floriculture and
Aromatic Plants, Intensive horticultqre, Integfated Water
Resoutcs Management, hydro power generation, Information
and Communication Techn‘ologieé (ICT), Toufism, and Value-
E added Gafment Industry.. 1 would like to discuss these

missions'iln some detail with you.
 Mission #1: Literacy, Skills;, Education and Health Care.

I am happy to note that the literacy of Himachal Pradesh

HP Literscy - 77%
. (M-B6%, F-6844)
againet all Indla sverage 65% -
* Target:
* By 2007 - achleve 100% Bieracy
= About Ed lakh people to be educsted
Resouroes: T
= 50,600 Callege Students

4,00,000 high schosl stadeuts

AN ‘““ Leno _____ is 77% as against the all India
" average of 65%. This
momentum should encourage

and facilitate each of the

participation: i
* 4.5 Inkhs stademy to take n misdon

to tealn at least 4 pervons to read
sl write. .

approximately 50,000 college

T ecuon Tt students and 4, 00,000 high
w@mmwmﬁﬁﬁ“ WA L schooi students to reach out-

to train and educate the people who cannot read and write.

Then, we shall withess a umque experiment where nearly 4.5
lakh educated population reaching out to around 14 lakh
_people whc:} today do not know how to read and write. Each
student will have to provide literacy to only 4 persons during a
year. This will be cbmplementary to the other adult literacy
programmes. I assure you that the results will be miraculous
to set the tone and start a new wave of llteracy, prosperity and

happmess in H1machal Pradesh.
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Skills: While literacy and numeracy are essential for a
citizen, they are insufficient to acquire gainful employment.
Having the right' and economically relevant skills, becomes
critical for those who only have education upto the levels of
8th std/ 10th std/ 12tk std pass. A lafge percentage of our young
péople belong to this category. They heed to be trained to get
into an employment or self employment. Skills can be in
construction, repair, hotel work, hospital related paramedical
work dg_r retailing or as electrician or cérpenter. There are
several kinds of work. Modern competitive economy demands
correct and quality skills. It is our duty to empower the citizen
with such skills.

Value based creative Education: Our aim is to develdf)
human resources with value system and entrepreneurial |

focus,, leading to

Mission 1b: VALUE BASED CREATIVE EDUCATION

'EDUCATION [

arrest the tendency of
school dropoﬁts and
" the generation of
, enlightened citizens.

Sutonr AC7n It can be achieved
NATIONAL MISSION sty
§ DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESQURCE WITH VALUE SYSTEM =g 11 EHte
AND ENTRE EURIAL FOCUS m s

through incorporation

School Drepouts

of two models of

e presidentoindianc education practiced in
different parts of the country. I have come across Prof. MR

Raju model at Peddamiram, Beemavaram District of Andhra
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Pradesh, where character building commences in the age
between three to five. The child l__eams to | become creativé
through love and affection, hygienic prac_ﬂce and nutrition. In
the second model, practiced by the Azim Premji Foundation, |
literacy improvement is achieved through accelerated learning
with the help of computer-based crea_tiﬁe content for 1st to 8
standérd. Children learn by themselves using computers.
Teachers, parents, School '.Committée members become
accountable for ensuring pfevent_ion of dropouté. With the
improvement in tele-education technology; it is possible to
“enable quality teaching to reach remote vﬂlages through a tele-
education delivery system. Such a system devéloped
| indigenously has been implemented in Rashtrapati Bhavan as
part of the President’s Virtual Institute of Knowledge (PREVIK). |
Particularly, Himachal Pradesh should be mterconnected with
our recently launched geosynchronous EDUSAT in orbit. Also
‘there is a need to promote' education through virtual
university and creation of village Panéhayat knowledge centers B
since the people are located in hllly terrain with limited
-surface communication and roads. |
, Health Care: | suggest ja unique insurance model for
Himachal Pradeshl, whefe health care will be available within a _
short -distanée for each and every- citizen. For i:aroviding’ '
| compxjehensivc quality health care, we suggest citizen’s make a

contribution of abmit. Rs. 5/- per month and a matching |
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-Government contribution of about Rs. 5/-, which will lead to a

Mlmie Mgttt Core s Snigw tosrsee Mol Consolidated Health Fund of

Rs. 72 crore per annum for
the  Himachal Pradesh

citizens. The Government

1. R Swhﬂﬂhﬂnnﬂt&
I. Gevermment contribwtion RS
pev perion per menih

' Cousellduated Health Fund Rs. 73
Crore per andizm
v Gevi outiny will be . 36 erore

=== contribution is only Rs. 36
N crore. Currently Himachal
B l- oy a Pradesh Government  is
spendmg a.round Rs. 300 per person per month on health
care. This insurance system wﬂl pave the wa.y for every citlzen;;’
of Hlmac:hal Pradesh to’avail the services of any hlgh techf':
hospital - for treatment, which is within the pumew of thls.
insurance scheme Tl'us unigue Health Insurance Model will
include an Information Connnumcations Technology assisted'
Medical Advisory System and Health Awareness Educatlon
over and above quality medical and surglcal treatment and
services to all the people. Such a model is already in operation
in the Karnataka for the 17 lakhs people. 1 would also
recommend Himachal Pradesh to invite corporate hosp1tals to
set up their super specialty hospital in this State supported by
tele-medicine and mobile clinics so th_at they can, not only-
provide quality healthcare to Hin‘lachal Pradesh residents but
also promote world class medical tourism. For mobile
diagnostic clinic operating in a hilly terrain one could refer to
the working of TIFAC supported Uttaranchal initiative

functioning for more than a year now.
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Mission #2: Providjng Urban Amenities in Rural Areas
(PURA)

[ have studied about Himachal Pradesh’s terrain and the

« Enlightened Citizenship
*_Moral Leadership

e v e e e e e

mwpr&mdentof‘ndia nicin
number of dlstncts and towns. Himachal Pradesh and 1ts

regions require a unique PURA concept due to its terrain. I
would recommend creation of a total of 50 PURA units. This
~will provide four critical connectivities between villages located
in different altitudes enabling accelerated economic growth:
physiéal, electronic and knowledge connectivity, leading to

economic connectivity. I shall describe these in some detail.
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Essential Connectivities These are: phySicol'connectlvity of
"village clusters ‘d'lrough..'qUality roads and transport whereVer
possible keeping in view the terrain condition; difficult Ii;iaces-
may have to be connected thrdugh--inndvative Tope ways. In
the long run this will become econormoally viable. It is

- essential to build in safety features even if they increase imtlal |
and operatlona] cost. Electronic connectivity through tele-
communication w1th high bandwidth fiber ‘optic cables
| reachmg the rural areas from cities and through mternet
kiosks; .Knowle_dge connectivity ‘through education, -__skllls |
' training‘ for farmers, .artisans and craftsmen . and
entrepreneorshlp programmes These three connectives will
lead to Economlc connectivity through starting of new
enterprises with the help of banks, micro credlts and.
marketing of the products The integrated method emnsages a
mission mode empowered management structure with

executive powers at the local implementation levels and by
reducmg the transactional oosts through s1mp11ﬁcatlon of

procedures of govemance

| Creating such village clusters through PURA dependihg |
upon the region and poPdI'atioh will cost between Rs 100 to
200 crores per cluster. A single PURA Wiil-'have the potentiél |
to provide emp_loirment for 2000 to 3000 peopl'e directly and

nearly 6,000 people indirectly. < This has to be done by

creating new market ‘driven enterprises brought in by

Page 11 of 32



_inveetors If the mdustnal areas partlcularly agro processing
special hill specific natural products [with value addltion) and
high value artisanal products and corporate hosplt_,als are
marketed well, they can attract investors 'andl thus lead _‘to"‘
local wealth generation. Corpofate '_.hospitals can .a_lso ‘help
tourism .and added. em_ployment to local ‘people. 1 -would'
suggest each PURA to become a touriet centre keeping in view
the special tourist attractionl- of the place in mind. Also each -
.PURA can have at least one state-of-the-art corporate hospital
promdmg complementary support to health tourism. Such
value addition will also generate high value employment ln.-
tourism and medical sectors. In addition, we need to promote
~ entrepreneurship in the rural areas and equip people with
_ekills for their own self-employment, | meeting the needs of
‘modern economy _and society. Some of these persons inay also

turn out to be innovators and eoiployment generators.

~ Mission # 3 : Medicinal, Floriculture and Aromatic Plants:
) Scented rose, Gerarium, Ephedera, Podopl.lyllum' and
Seabuckthorn are some of the medicinal and aromatic plants
which grow abundantly and effortlessly in.the Himachal
environment What we need is, we have to provide value
addition to the end product through use of improved seeds/ ‘
planting . materia] facilitating = timely harvestmg and
preservation before despatching to the ma:{fket. Also, there is a

~ need to have _centralized quality assurance laboratory services |
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thi'ough mobile systems at remote sites so that the farmer can

Mission 3: Medlcmal Floriculture, Aromatic Plants

--Mtdldnal, Flﬂ'lmltm\e and Ammtlc Phnts
# Scented Rose, Geéranium, Ephedem

Podophyllusi and Seabukthorn.-
Grows abundantly and effortlessly in Himacha) enyiroximent

En!mnce the qnahty aml quantity of humcultnral prodncts - remnnemﬁve pru:es for farmerg :
www. presidentofindia.nic.in. TR

lmow the quahtanve and quantitative va]ue of hlS product and.

get the best price. A mecharnsm is- requlred for makmg
central storage and testing facihUes for the farmers in the key..
locations so that they can export their product directly instead

of handihg_oVef to middlemen at an uneconomic price.

Like horticulture, special cold area flowers can be grown .
and marketed for Indian metros. This would enable high value

addition creating wealth for the local people.
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Mission # 4: Horticulture

I would like to share my experience of one of the Units of
DRDO laboratory with you located in Jhakri Puh and Sumdo.

Mission 4a. Intenswe Hortlculture

ystcml oriented approach

!mpa.rted 'lmintng to hul'villawxs and
Army Jawans for rehabilitation on
culmat.inn ut‘ crops

lmpmad saads ha?ingbk}tic and ahinti::
stress:

Trus potaio seeds.

Em:ll:hmg the soil with orga:niz manure
Haxmﬂng. premrmﬂlm and pmcmsmg
tm:hwhgles

Préservation aid pmt:mmg technologies
Sumds region {cold desert) —suitable for
cultivatinn of solanaceous, cucwrbliaceons.
and crucifervus vegeiable crops having high
productivity during aﬂ‘m

Improved hybrid seeds; vegetables yiclded 80 tons per hectare in comparison to
' 20 tons with traditional seeds ftechnology

wvww.presidentofindia.nic.in

DRDO had taken up a project on the development of

horticulture involving off-season vegetable cultivation, green
house vegetable cultivation, establishment of apple and
almond orchards. The agricultural scientists of the
lab::::ratories imparted training to the local villagers and army
Jawans (for resettlement purposes) on the cultivation of all
these crops. The technological inputs provided to the farmers
included improved seeds having tolerance to biotic and abiotic

stress, true potato seeds, enriching the soil with organic
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manure, - harvesting, and 'preservation'l and processing
technologies..-Sumdo region (cold desert) has been found
suitable for cultivation of variety of vegetable crops having
high productivity ‘during off season. With improved hybrid
seeds, vegetables yielded 80 tons per hectare in comparison to
20 tons with traditional seeds and .conventional.technology; B

Another important wealth generator for Himachal is the
mulﬁplicaﬁon of seeds of temperate vegetables (cabbage,
cauliflower, knolkhol, radish, tﬁrnjp, beetroot, brussel’s
sprouts, carrot etc.). Large quantity of these seeds is being
imported in the country. Emphasis is to be given on hybrid
seed production. Farmers who are producing the seeds are
getting - very remunerative prices in the national and
international market. Henée, 1 consider that there is
substantial scopé for production of these seeds by many more
farmers in the state. Hybrid seed production of horticultural
crops can be taken on mission mode by the Himachal Pradesh

Government.

I understand that Chilgoza (Pinus gerardianad) is sold in
Delhi market for over Rs.600/kg, whereas if you go into
interior inaccessible/inhospitable environment of high altitude
of Himachal Pradesh you will get it almost free. The
marketability and remuneration can reach the farmers, if only
we attend to the dire need of cormeétivity and mobility, which

is vital to the economic prosperity of the region. Also I would
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recommend suitable maintenance of the existing/planned
roads so that they are always open for movement in the
environment of landslides and avalanches. Today modern tools
are available for forecasting the avalanche adequately in
advance. This service is being provided by one of the DRDO
laboratories located in Manali to the civil authorities on a

continuous basis.

Apple: The apple orchards of Himmachal Pradesh are very
old and their productivity is low. There is a need for us to
introduce the best variety of apple meeting the international
standards in taste, appearance, preservation and long shelf
life. Our apple is probably tasty, whereas it lacks colour and
shape in matching the international standards. The Dr YS
Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry at Solan and
ICAR Units based in Himachal Pradesh should address the
problem and provide technological support to the farmers to
rejuvenate their apple orchards to make them internationally
competitive. This will be very essential in view of the

impending enforcement of WTO regime in the New Year.

Potato: Himachal Pradesh has given the best variety of
Potato to the country. The farmers are reluctant to grow these
potatoes in inaccessible areas due to lack of transportation

facilities.

Mushroom cultivation and processing : Himachal
Pradesh offers ideal condition for growing the export quality
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mushrdom (Agaricus bispoms). The technology for production

Mission 4c: Int_ensive Horticulture

- HP offers M:oxﬁmﬁrm&mﬂqmﬁty
:mmlnunm(&caﬁnrlikpmmﬂ e,
Tethnuhg* for pmducﬁnn :mipmessmghasbun
evolved at Jhakd, Pooh and Sumds ' ‘.

- Nori, avaihbllity ul"l‘enpemmm mntmlleud mhhen

i -'[mnhquampmﬂshn fur mkl swm@ w. tha alrpurts

"'@Mesﬂnsﬂuaﬁm ¢
&ltc:uative
Process

'- Cqu_éllﬁié.iﬁ'_ )

pre www.presidentofindia.nic.in ) i S
- and processing of  the button mushroom has been
. demonstrated at Jhakri, Pooh and Sumdo (in the tnbal belt). .

Many of the farmers are producing the mushroom in their

farms, however, they find difficulty in’ transporting due to the
non-availability of temperature controlled containers. Also
there is _inadequéte. provision for cold storage at the airports
for this perishable conn‘no_di.ty.- - The problem is further
aggr—avated' due to cancellation of flights owing to inclement
weather. A (I:pc_)pera_tiy,e,__ system supported by banking finance
should enable f}rovision .of temperature controlled containers
for movement and storage till dispatch to consumer tarlket: *

This is applicable not only to mushroom but also to all
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perishable vegetables and fruits. Alternatively, we should
harvest, process and package the product to international
standards in the villages itself which could 'fo_rm part of thé |
PURA complex. This will reduce the storage cost and increase
~the shelf-life of :thé value added i)réducts and _reduc’e' the
transportation cost of wasteful element. o
In summary for enhancing the quality and quaﬁtity of the |
hbrticulturalll products inll Himachal Pradesh and enabling
remunerative pﬂce ‘to the farmers, it is essential to inject
technological mputs to the farm by horticultural scientists |
. through extension services Innovatwe co-operative system of
temperatuTre -controlled storage and transportation to the
market, pro'visidﬂ of '. agro - based indlistries ﬂght at the
| productlon centre to reduce the cost of wasteful transportatlon |
~and providing the good physical connecnvxty through remote
areas are essential.: There can be pnvate sector partnershlp as

Well

 Mission 5: Water harvesting and Redycling

Water harvesting and water recycling should become
mandatory for all villages in Himachal Pradesh. To improve
water 'availabiiity .at various heights we should make water
reservoir at multiple levels and store the water dﬁring rainy
season. This 1;\(111 enable avéilability of water to 'al_l the farniers

during summer months. Also it will ensure prevention of soil
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Mission 5: Water harvesting and Flood control

- ame — —

'*I-ﬂ"l-iayer rain water storage

Large Size Layered Water Storage Concept

2nd Layer storage
ess water from 1% la

(E
Vet

ks,

~ . | __.. .psidentodia,nic.l.
erosion, checking rapid rush of water to the low lying areas

and creating flash floods during heavy monsoon.

Mineral Water Mission: Himachal Pradesh can provide
plenty of mineral water to other States by running a pipe line
from snow line. Capturing 'of water, processing, transportiﬁg
and packaging can generate employment for the people and
generate substantial income to the State. It will also remove
the _scarcity of potable water in drought prone areas.. This

process can be done through the use of simple technology.
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Mission # 6: Hydro Power Generation

India’s power generating capacity is one-lakh megawatts.

For meeting the development targets till 2020 our generating

Mission 6a: Hydro power Generation

Pipe line - 3000 mw ¥

CAPACITY BY 2020

B Nuclear ~20000 MW
[ Hydro ~84000 MW _
[0 Renewable Energy ~100000 MW

B Thermal ~86000 MW

Total ~300000 MW

e e ST www.psldtaic.in N
capacity has to increase to three lakh megawatts. This
additional power . has to come from nuclear energy,
hydroelectric systems, renewable enerQ‘y and thermal energy.
Himachal Pradesh has five rivers viz. Chenab, Ravi, Beas,
Sutlej and the Yamuna flowing through it and is a rich
resource of hydel power. The total estimated hydro potential is
approximately 20,000 mega watts. Out of this the State is
getting only less than 6,000 megawaftts. I understand
schemes for generating appfoxim_ately additional 3000 mega

watts are in various stages of execution. I would recommend
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comrrﬂssioning of 10,000 rhega watts of hydro power stations
~in the State: The surplus power generated can be wealth
: generator in addition to providing employment to technical
. personnel. Urgent measures are needed to reduce the
* distribution loss to less than 5% from the e:dstmg 25%.

Power through Municipal Waste:l |

Increased urbanization has led to a serious problem of .

accumulation of mummpa] solid waste in ‘many towns and

Mission 8b: Power through Municipal Waste (Experiencs) cities. | Efﬁc;ent and
- T : environmenta]_ly cieén

Vijnyawada, Andhra Pradesh, indit Mahaboobnagar, AP

disposal of garbage has
always been a major
technological ~ challenge.

m n:n;#d musioipal wmats teoknology f“”‘“l’"” “¢  While being a threat. to .

‘Two power plants with 6 uuw ummu have hn established

'rhis model can be replicated in other municipal a.ml the. o ' enviromnent
village clusters g

RS eweedeneredanicn TSNS mounting garbage is also

a rich source of energy. The potential for converting this waste

into useable energy, which will eliminate a major source of

urban poliution, was realized by one of our innovative .

organizations- Technology Informm:ien Forecasﬁng and

Assessment Council (T"IFAC] of DST whleh helped in

developing a completely mdigenous solutxon for the processmg =

of waste into a source of fuel. This fuel could, in turn, be used
for generatien of electricity through ‘mini-plants. Already in

our country two plants, which generate 6.5 megawatt electric
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. power using inunicipal wa_.éte bri(iks, are in 0perlatjoﬁ'., | India
needs thousands of mini power plants using mlirlicipal waste.
This can be replicated in-Himachal Pradesh especially in C1ty /
town areas. - | |
Mission # 7: Information & Communication Technologies

Department of Information Technology of ‘Himachal
Pradesh has the objective of T '

. Ent:ouraging investments in the IT sector indus‘t'r'iés in
' the State. | -
. Facﬂltatmg the estabhshment of IT institutes and_
improving the quality of IT education in the State. and
-+ Using IT tools to ensure a SMART (Simple, Moral,
| -Accountable Responsive and 'I‘ransparent) Government
. _Also make HP a sought after outsourcmg BPO

destination for big companies in Indla and abroad

Mission 7: Information Communication Technology A 'maj or =~ mission for
E-Govermmnee anil [CT Infrastructure establislonent ) ; Himachal PradeSh COUld be

. Cdlnhri.lw dewelopmont und production of high valus-added praducis ke

e - collaborative development

*  Atiract investmends in the IT Sector

| S e E @g -ﬁrﬁ? and p;oduction of many
high  technology, high

. I-lymwﬂnmofﬂ'
" mmm E
. o-:smlmnm

B ; -u,,; _value'-addedv'products like

N e o ' ' £ ) : .
E cell  phones, mobile
oS devices, . handheld

coniputelrs, cqnve'rgent multi-me;dia PC’s, smart card,s- for
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telephones, ID cards etc. The time is now ripe for Himachal
Pradesh to enter into this growing Services sector of the
national economy. This will again become a reality only if the
physical connectivity of the State is reinforced.

Mission # 8; Tourism

Tourism is a major mission and has a tremendous
potential for growth in this beautiful territory. The unique

Mission 8: Tourism

Target per year
Foreign - 1 million (1.6 lakhs)
Indian - 10 Millen (55 lakhs)

‘Unique selling propositions

+  Preservation of Pilgrim
centers

- Architectural and

Civilizational heritage

Thrust + Additionzl Infrastructuret Training

et

== e wwvv.presidentofindia.nic.in

Y4

contribution ;ﬂat Himachal Pradesh has made éohurisrn is
the preservation of pilgrim centres, architectural and
civilizational heritage. The website of Himachal Pradesh
Government gives some basic information about hotels and

trekking routes etc, but it still does not exploit the visual
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power of the web. I would request the IT Savvy engineers from
Himachal Pradesh to create several walk through for the best
Tourist spots in Himachal Pradesh and also for the hotels and
guest houses. An audio visual aid can be freely distributed for
the visitors so that they can also enjoy the tours in their own
privacy. What is required now is to implement the new
tourism policy, a stress on product diversiﬁcation and
dispersal of tourism actlvitles in far-flung areas. Addlﬂonally,
~health tourism can also be a part of the tourism package.

Himachal Pradesh with 1ts unique tourist selhng
propositions” can well afford to. set an arnbitlous target of
do_ub];ng its Indi_an tourist inflow to 10 million per year and
énhancing foreign tourist inflow to 1 million per year. This
| would defnand thrust and additional infrastructure, and high-
level of training to handle the highér volume of tourism. The
unique selling propositmns are Globa] Cultural ljnkages
Heritage Architecture Varieties of - Indlan food, Spmtual
solace, Festival Celebration Tribal Culture, Environment and
Handicrafts. |

- Health Tourism: India is a pi'éferred destination for
health care from marny countries, because of cost-etfectwe
‘treatment and human touch. Himachal Pradesh should aim to
emerge as a preferred destination for Health Tourism. Health
Cenﬂters, irlfrasmcture and efféctive management si_:n_;cturé
has to be evolved through the éo-opei'aﬁon of cdr'porate
hospitals for creating state-of-the-art facilities in the Stéite.
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Mission 8: Health Tourism

India is a preferred destination for health care from
many countries, because of cost effective treatment
and human touch. -

*  We have world class facilities for heart surgery,
eye care, neurosurgery.

+  Large number of foreigners use India as a
favoured destination for affordable and quality

medical care.

*  Work towards making Himachal Pradesh a
preferred destination

» Encourage private participation In the health care
- industry,

+  State Government can provide land on long lease
or at concessional rates and may provide tax
holidays

www.presidentofindia.nic.in

State Government can proﬁde land on long lease or at

concessional rates and may prtw“ide tax holidays.

Mission # 9: Value-added Garment Industry

Himachal Pradesh has an established woolen textile
industry, If)r‘imarily in the cottage sector. We need innovative
strategies and policies for growing this sector further. The
climatic condition of Himachal is most suited for the growth of
Angora rabbit and Pashmina gbat. Though these wool
producing animals are reared in a modest way we need to
provide technological inputs emerging out of local universities

and institutions. For example, 1 understand that the
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inbreeding tendency in Angora has brought down the
Mlssmn 9 Value added Garment Industry |

i 9 .I'JF,JEH._-,'”- o -"“BU.J
SEyy Indusiry

_tﬁrﬁﬂﬂh ﬁschn

www . presidentofindia_nic.in

productivity of wool substantially. Same is the case with
Pashmina goat. Improved male animals are required to be
inducted to improve the productivity of wool. Also, there is a
need to upgrade the cottage industry into small and medium
scale woolen textile indusuy.' ‘These industries will need
financial support from the banking institutions. technological
support from the University and entrepreneurial support from
the Corporate. To realize maximum value from the products it
may be useful to consider production of Woolen garments

instead of selling woolen cloth or yarn.

Employment Generation through Entrepreneurship |
There has been substantial growth in the Himachal
Pradesh’s higher educational system and we are generating

over 25,000 graduates every year, and also after 10tr class and
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e
Ten-Plus-Two nearly 1,00,000 youth seek employment.

Employment Generation for Himachal Pradesh

YHuman Resource'
In Pondicherry

PURA "
i 3. Herbal, Floriculture,
Aromatic plants
4 4, Intensive Hortlculture

g~ Marketing
| © Business
. medels

25,000 Students
Graduates every year
; +* .

From Schools

Resource management

Hydro power
ICT

Employment Gemratlon
1 Lakh

. WA, #residentoﬂndla hic.in

However our employment generation system is not able to
meet this need in full. There is a mismatch between the skills
requn_‘ed for the modern economy and the educatmn imparted
to most of these students. In addition, economic growth and
investments have not kept pace with the availablhty of human |
resources. This situation will lead to instability in the social
structure. We need highér education chuSed on and oriented
towards high value and productive employment opportunities.
A three-pronged strategy Is needed. The first is to make
education more .attractive. The second, make it Skﬂl imparting

finally create employment potential — how do we do that?
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Firstly, the educational system, in addition to the regular
curriculum, should hjghlight the importance  of
entrepreneurship and’ prepare the students right frorn_ the
college .edu-cation' to get' oriented: tciwards; -settin‘g"_"'up of the
enterprises which will pm_vide them creativity, freedom and |
ability to generate wea]ﬂi ;Diverstty' of skills and p‘erséveranc:e
in work makes an entrepreneur It should be taught to all the
students In addltron college syllabl even for arts, science,
and commerce courses should include top1cs and practlcals
where such entrepreneurship is made pcssmle. Secondly, the
banking system should provide venture-capital right frcm 3
every village -level- ‘to ? the proSpective entrepreneurs for

-undertaking new | enterpriSes 'Banks have to be preactive to

support the 1nnovat1ve products for enabhng wealth generation - |

'by young entrepreneurs by settjng aside the conventional - =

tangible - -asset syndrome Deﬁnitely this involves certain
amount of calculated risks, which can be eliminated by
makmg an analysis of successful venture capital enterprises.
Thirdly, there has to be an .economic pull for human
resources; for example, generatlon of marketable products and

enhancernent of purchasing power among the people

The missions which I have stated above have -the
potential to create employment for over one lakh people of
Himachal Pradesh leading to the full utlllzatlon of the human

resource and sustained GDP growth.
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Nine Immediate Missions

Dear Members, may I now summarize the nine important

missions for your consideration and implementation for

sustained prosperity and empow’erment of Himachal Pra'desh

L.

100% hteracy, skills and Health Care for all through
Medical Insurance '

Establishing 50 PURA clusters

Medicinal, floriculture and aromatic plants

Enhanced productivity and processing __of horticultural
crops (fruits, vegetables, ﬂov#ers mushrooms '.herbs etc.)
Rain Water harvesting and laying of potable water
plpeline based on snow-melt water.

Estabhshment of 10, 000 mega watt additional hydel
power stations which ‘will lead to an investment of
50, 000 Crores. 50 units of six megawatt each -

municipal waste based power plants.

'Promotion of ICT business to generate revenue.

Thrust in infrastructure for doubling of - domestic tourist
arrival and i:icreasing the foreign tourist visits by a factor )
of six. | |

 Establishing value added woolen textile industry with an
- export target of Rs. 1000 crores. |
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Conclusion

I have so far, given an outline of Iiine mis'sions, Which -
can propel _I—Iimachal Pradesh in __th_e. forefront | of Indian
economy and. also be globally noticed. - That natorally will
make the people of Himachal prosperous and happy.’ 'In order
to consolidate it, it is also necessary to arm those who produce
products and services within the state Wlth a special:
commercial tool required in the modern co’mpetitive business.
That is to have_ a ‘BRAND’ which can win in India and in the
world. That is ‘Brand Himachal’. Himalayas is in the minds of
- everybody in the world; youngest mountain; some of the ta]lest'
peaks; serenity; spiritual heights; msdom of the ancients;
unique beauty; Sutlej and Beas; spring waters and above all,
the beautiful people, Capturing all these and the modern
possibilities, the state along with some private partnership
should have a creative campaign for ‘Brand Himachal. It
requlres deployment of funds with a commercial focus. That
brand is to be used not just for government operations, but
anybody, any investor who wants to make Himachal his/her
habitat for productionn or services which makes substantial
value addition within the state so that its people can get high

income employment

India, as a country has to aim to be a world leader.

That means, India has to be global in outlook and operations.
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- Tourism and Manufacturmg —Aim HIGH

N.ltmn

© .73 lakh total tribal populaﬂnon hl Himachal Pradesh
VAN, pres:dentof' india.nic.in

| Let us look at our states and union temtor.les Which are big
and well endowed like many Well_developed countries in the
world. So, our states have to aim to be globally competitive.
When 1 addressed the Législators' in Pondicherry Legis_lative
ASsenibly, I suggested they can aim to become Singapore.
Similarly, Jharkhand can aim to become Malaysia. Himachal
can aspire to become  Switzerland in economic _growth,

environmental and infrastructural upgradation.

Nature has given Himachal Pradesh such a beautiful
atmosphere spiritual peace, amity, unity and above all a
wonderful and bountiful land. Himachal Pradesh is a natural

resource rich State. What is needed is innovative policies,
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MISSIONS TRANSFORM REGIONS TOWARDS PROSPERITY

NATURAL
RESOQURCES
» Vast Coastline
* Minerals
+ Biadiversity

CIVILISATIONAL HER!TAGE

- wwwi.presidentofindia.nic.in

creation of confidence, enthusiasm and motivation among

péople, provide essential infrastructure in the form of
éonqectiﬂties and - sustained hard work to achieve the
development missions. ‘Thirty three lakh jrouth of Himachal
Pradesh are the most powerful resource to transform these
missions into reality. Himachal, it is time to have a developed
Himachal by 2015 and this will assist India to become a

‘Developed Nation’.

| My best wishes to all of you for success in these
missions. |

May God bless you.

Page 32 of 32



	Page 1 
	Page 2 
	Page 3 
	Page 4 
	Page 5 
	Page 6 
	Page 7 
	Page 8 
	Page 9 
	Page 10 
	Page 11 
	Page 12 
	Page 13 
	Page 14 
	Page 15 
	Page 16 
	Page 17 
	Page 18 
	Page 19 
	Page 20 
	Page 21 
	Page 22 
	Page 23 
	Page 24 
	Page 25 
	Page 26 
	Page 27 
	Page 28 
	Page 29 
	Page 30 
	Page 31 
	Page 32 
	Page 33 

