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Election Commission of India ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001

No.ECI/PN/117 /2026 Dated: 22nd September, 2026

PRESS NOTE

Subject: Biennial Elections to the Council of States from Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand and Bye Election to the Council of States from West Bengal-
reg.

The terms of office of 11 members of the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) from
Uttar Pradesh (10 seats) and Uttarakhand (1 seat) are going to expire in the month of

November, 2026, as detailed in Annexure ‘A’.

2. Further, there is one casual vacancy which has occurred in the Council of States

from the State of West Bengal as per the following details: -

Name of Member Reason Date of vacancy Term Up to
Smt. Rukmini Mallik Resignation 16.07.2026 02.04.2032
2. Now, the Commission has decided to conduct Biennial Elections to the Council of

States from Uttar Pradesh (10 seats) and Uttarakhand (1 Seat) and Bye Election to the

Council of States from West Bengal (1 seat) as per the following programme:

Sk No. Events Dates
1. | Issue of Notifications 29 September, 2026 (Tuesday)
2 Last date of making nominations 6t October, 2026 (Tuesday)
3. Scrutiny of nominations 7t October, 2026 (Wednesday)
4 Last date for withdrawal of 9th October, 2026 (Friday)
candidatures
5. Date of Poll 16t October, 2026 (Friday)
6. Hours of Poll 09:00 am- 04:00 pm
7. Counting of Votes 16th October, 2026 (Friday) at 05:00 pm
8. Date before which election shall be | 19th October, 2026 (Monday)
completed
3. The Commission has directed that only integrated violet colour sketch pen(s) of

pre-fixed specification, provided by the Returning Officer, shall be used for the purpose of



marking preference(s) on the ballot paper. No other pen shall be used for marking

preferences in the above said elections.

4. Adequate measures for close monitoring of the election process by appointing

observers shall be taken to ensure free and fair elections.

(SUMAN KUMAR DAS)
SECRETARY
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WEST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
NOTIFICATION
No. 153-L.A./E.—29th September, 2026.—The following Notice is hereby published for general information:—

Bye-Election to the Council of States, 2026 by the elected members of the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly to fill up the seat vacated due to the resignation of Shrimati Rukmini Mallik

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that,—

(1) a bye-election is to be held of one member to the Council of States by the elected members of the
West Bengal Legislative Assembly;

(2) nomination papers may be delivered by a candidate or by any of his proposers to the Returning Officer
or to Shri Santanu Das, Assistant Returning Officer and Joint Secretary, West Bengal Legislative Assembly
at the Assembly House, Kolkata between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on any day (other than public holiday) not
later than the 6th October, 2026;

(3) forms of nomination paper may be obtained at the place and time aforesaid;

(4) the nomination papers will be taken up for scrutiny at 11 a.m. on the 7th October, 2026 at the Assembly
House, Kolkata;

(5) notice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered either by a candidate or by any of his proposers or
by his election agent who has been authorised in writing by the candidate to deliver it to either of the officers
specified in paragraph (2) above at his office before 3 p.m. on the 9th October, 2026; and

(6) in the event of the election being contested, the poll will be taken on the 16th October, 2026 between the
hours of 9 (NINE) in the morning and 4 (FOUR) in the afternoon.

Place: Assembly House, Kolkata. SOUMENDRA NATH DAS,
Date: 29th September, 2026. Returning Officer and Principal Secretary,
West Bengal Legislative Assembly.
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